HY prvvaiting E101 


4 


Y 1 4 4 * 7 
r N . 2 
OE x ; 


"Fx OS ys 


An TH 
N - < PL. 


2 


Ts | 465 ; 1 


2; cy 


* 


* 


7 4 $5: % 5s 


" ; "Rs 72 N 


0 - 
LT ; 
"ad „ a 
* . 
* £ p 


1 


** 


RISTLAN 


 CONTRASTED\ WITH © _ 


MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR THE COUNTY 


„ 


for T. Caves, Jun, 


$a 
* i . 13 


* 


7 * 

FR, 4a. * 

— - 
„ 2 * 
n 
Ho 
; 
1 1 5 2 a 
f =_ — TRE 
— — * 3 SR TI 2 * 7 88 
= WI © acer — . 


* 


. 


* 


* 33 


E 


© 


. 


a” 


HIGHER AND MIDDLE" CLASSES' IN THIS COUNTRY, | 


_ 


5 W. Davies _ 
seele 10 Mr. CA 9 1 1) in the Stand. 


dus SYSTEM _ 


CHRISTI 
By WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, Ely, = 


v 
PE. 
5 
4 
y 
- 
* 
; 
« 
0 
* 
N N 
: 
- © s 
* * 
ns 


. 8 


= 


2 


4 1 

5 |; 
; 3-7 

4 4. { 
i: 

- . ke 4 ö 

4 + 
, [4 . 

'A - 


82 
* 
7 
” £ 


"Vp 


CCC yo wg ws rage) rr py pe nt.» 3 


- 
7 "0 * 
Le 2 
— „ 
— - * 
— 7 * * 
s I * 3 
—— * ad 2 * 


u 
» 
mw LF 7% * ans. 24% 7. Swe 
1% 4 : 2 | : 
— 4 . + Fs wt 3 oa « 
4 — 
* 


* 


* — 


eee eee e 


i 
- 
* n * L 4 o _ YL 
©. \ * 4 83 
4 * N * . 2 * N 
8 * 
. 
bg — CY 
« 
% 
« 
2 
** * 
* 
* * * 
, . 4 1 * 4 
m * L +: 1 1 . 1 * "# 
. . « * 
$ r 
8 12 
＋ * — * of 2 
4 $4. * 
5 f 
: 
1 
3 — . 8 — * 
* 8 : 
1 . 4» i 
— . 5 4 4 5 * 
— * * . bh b 


— * 


a A 


4 . # * 
Tr 1 
4 
* 
— * 1 
x aw ＋ * 5 ; 
Wy = * 1 
- 
* - 
$ 
- 
% 7 
7 
3 W 
0 1 7 iN 
: . 
4 
c W W 
» 


= 
* 2 5 
; p 
. 8 
N 
6 
* 


4 1 Loy 
* 
; 
o 
N of 
* 
5 
do 
* 
* 
fs 
8 
> * 
8 = 


. 


. 3 
rr rn 
— - 4 


* * * * 
— * - + >, * 
n © 
— 
* 4 
. 


- 


. 
— n i __ 


: : 
PRIN 1 
* 
= 
i 
NS ap . 
PE ue 
-» 


N eee ren 


2 — 


— 


24 
* — 
8 x 
FP; 
* — 
x 
1 3 
Le, 
. 
DE 
— I 
8 
Ko 
* 


n 


— 


he: 


* 


conan err ht IR on 


„N. 


: 
: 
* 
x pp — 
S 
1 3 
% 
** * 
o ; | 
er iy 
. - 
. A 
5 1 
1 
"8 15-4 ; 
+> hey f 
7 Es, Bis 4 
"oh A ; 
3 
EEE. i 
7 "9 | 
KC. — 4 h g : 
* r {+ 
A. - 1 
4 
* 
* 


1 


4 


—— babe got 
Da tem re i ne Hs Ft 


— 


ui. 


of the Rel 


the 


gious Sy, 


1 


- 


Defedts 


wo 


. 


- Chi 


* 


C 


* Bis 


62 


4% 
—_ 


n 
ir. 


G 
* 


Holy'S, 


un 
V 


ian 27 
and tlie 
ern 


3 6 
Onc 


L 
c 


Ig 


Chr 
ation 
gian. 


- 


4 a Diſert 


it 


w 
Fan. 
8 
ee 


* 


eee 


1 


> 


+ Conceptions con 


the Natw — oy 


F 


T1 


a Cf 


ce 


F ras 


* 


* 


* 


7 ; nn -Y; 
I . J * N * 2 - © 


On the 8 of Chri zanity in certain © 
» emportant Particulars, A {avi which _ 
* reſults thence is a Proof ELD fs © Divs 
. N . „ 39 


5 Cuar, „. 


N Bf Inquiry into i the prefer Sian: if ER 4 J 
* anity in this C ountry, "with ſome-of the Cauſes | 
which have led io its 7 ical Circumſtances. 


Is Importance io us as a political ee 
and practical Hints or nale tlie 
Cazfiderations give accafi „ ah” 
*8 % ̃ w 1 os; 
= Cnr. VII. ; 


$ TS, 15 $4 "S as Ls 
\ A. A V SIN oY * * Win 


|  £racical. Hints 45 W t. Deſcription N 25 


7 2 . 


3 


* 


1 * 8 4 \ 5755 2 5 1 * 2 ! & 1 


1 * Ra "fx * I, 1 3 * c * * * % Ph + Way 
P * 6 * \ 5 1 3 — * . | Lk * 
— 


| 05 7 1 8 3 wide LS N vt ROO h 
Naa ot © Law ww nes . 
F 0 o! eee 


2 1 
& * 
3%. ah 8 
* r Pd 
r 3 


SLE 


4 


_ the. interruption of all other concerns; 
he has the rather wiſhed for this opportunity, | 
of undiſtracted and mature reflect ho 
defire that what he might ſend; into. the war 
E. thus be rendered leſs unde 
the public eye. | Meanwhile life, is Wearing 
away and he daily becomes me 
convinced, that he e might wait 
this ſeaſon of complete VACANCY. +. He m 
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to addreſs his countrymen on the important. 
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public ſtation, and a conſtitution 5 
3 of much labour, have abſtructed th 
execution of his purpoſe. 
looking forward to ſome va 
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25 * a bah life, and throw himſelf on the 8 85 
5 der” 8 ee prg for the JH of HCH wed 
| Ei more e mature attention might have en 

d him to diſcover and correct. Gs 


2 
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| But the lp here gglg is by wo means 


intended as an excule for the opinions Which 
he ſhall expreſs, if they be found miſtaken. 
het. if he be in an error, it is however a a 
cliberate error. He would indeed account 
ümſelf unpardonable, | if he were to intrude Z 
his firſt thoughts upon che Public on a quef- 
tion of ſuch 3 ;| and he can truly 
declare, that What he ſhall offer will be the 


© / reſult of, much reading, obſervation, and In- 


Jury, : and of long, ſerious, and . eon. 


ideration. . 5 7 95 3 - * . Fe 3 2 
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It is ide! Abe e ith "ey may 1 
cuſed of deviating from his proper line, and 
; of nn interfering in the concerns 

effion to which he does not belong 
IF it were neceſſary, however, to defend him- 


ſelf againſt this charge, he might ſhelter him- 


the authority of many moſt re- 


examples. But ſurely to ſuch an 
accufation it may be ſufficient to . that 
it is the duty of every man to promote the 
happineſs of his fellow - creatures to the ut- 
ne 5 his FIAT and that he who thinks. 
£ | | (Ss he 


n SK ö 185 8 —— 


1 * Ro Darema O 


: any around him, . 
and loves, labouring under a fatal error, muſt 
have a cold heart, or a moſt confined notion 
of benevolence, if he ccd re fra from en- 
deavouring to ſet them right, leſt it [o doing 
he ſhould be accuſed of ſtepping out- "oF Ui 
"It 3 09 EY ö N d 9 Ky £4 yt 
But Ik alſd allege as a full juſtifi- 
cation, not only that Religion is the buſineſs 
af every one, but that. its advancement. or de 
 cline in any country is ſo intimately; con- 
nected with the temporal intereſts of eien, 
as to render it the peculi concern of a po- 
litical man; and that what he may preſume 
1 to offer on the ſubject of eligion may per 
haps be peruſed with leſs Jealouſy, and more 
candour, from the very cir ts. of its, 
having been written by a La man, Cy 
: | mult at leaſt exclude. the idea (an idea. ſome 
| times; jlliberally. ſuggeſted to. take, off. the. 
| ; tn SAR e e that it 
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_ The main. obje&t which he has in Mew is, 
not to convince the Sceptic, or to anſwer Tg, 
arguments of. perſons 2 who, avowedly oppoſe; 
the fundamental doctrines of our Religion; 
but to point out the ſcanty and erronecus 
ſyſten 1 of the bulk of thoſe who belong to the 
celaſs of 'bithodex Chriſtians, and to Contfuſt 
1 their defective ſcheme With a repreſentation” 
lf of ®what'the author apprehends to be real 
1 Ohriſtia ianity.” Often has it filled him * 
. deep concern, to obſerve in this deſerip 
Jof perſons, carcely any diſtin knowledge o 
| | the real nature whe Principles *of the. religion 
Which they pre fes. 7"T HS! fubje& is of ae 
of mite importance; let it bor be driven 
{ Hour minds by the buſtle or diffipations er fe. 5 
1 This preſent ſcene, and all its cares and all 
its gaieties, will ſoon be rolled away, and 
«ye mult ftand before! the judgment ſeat! . 
4 'of Chtiſt 515 This aweful conſideration will 
* the v Writer to expreſs himſelf With 
5 greater freedom than he heuld 'atherwiſe be 
'# difpoſed-to. uſe,. This conſideration. | he | 
| 4H Wl jultify his ae and will ſecure 
a Jerious and patient peruſal. But it 
= be  trelpatiing ing on the indulgence uw 
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1 EFORE. we e to * ee Popular 
of any particular defects in the religious — 
9 + ſtem of the bulk of profeſſed. Chriſtian 5 
may be proper to point out the very inade- 
Saas conception which they entertain of the 
importance of Chriſtianity 1 in general, of its 
peculiar nature, and ſuperior excellence. | | If 
Ve liften to their converſation, virtue is praiſ- 
ed, and vice is cenſured; piety is perhaps 
applauded, and prophaneneſs condemned. So 
far all is well. But let any, one, WhO Would 
not be deceived by theſe barren generali- 
ties examine a Title more 9. 5 and *. 
Will find, that not to Chriſtianity ; in partacy 
Aer, but at beſt to Religion in Seneral, perde 
to mere Morality, their homage. is intended 
0 0 be * paid, With 5 as diſtin VEE 
8 | 


CHAP. 


_ thoſe exterior circumſtan 


trines and Principles, of which they cann 


INADEQUATE CONcryTIONs OFT THE 
from theſe, they are little acquainted ; er 


I. views of it have been fo curſory and fuperfi- 


cial, that far from diſcerning its characteriſtic 
eſſence, they have little more than perceived 

ices which diſtinguiſh. 
it from other forms of religion. There are 


few fats, and perhaps Iome leading a6 


JS Be 7 Hann 14 


be wholly i ignorant; but of the 3 5 
and relations, and practical uſes of theſe they 
. have: few "Ideas, or none at ä — 


1 


Does this fee too ſtrong x 5 NM plan 


- of life and their ordinary e "and not to 


ſpeak at preſent, « of their general inattention to 
| Lings of a religious nature, let us al 


age wherein 1 it is confeſſed and lamented that . 


Infidelity abounds, do we obſetye in them any 
remarkable care to inſtruct their children in : 
the principles of the faith which they pro- F 


feſs, and to furniſh them with arguments for 
the defence of it? They would blüſh, on their 
child's. coming out. into the world, to. think 


him defective in any branch of that know- | ” 


E, ledge, or of thoſe accompliſhments Which E 
| belong to his ſation 1 in life, and accordingly 


theſe are cultivated with becoming: aſſiquity. 


But he is left to collect his religion as he. nay; 


the * of e has oe no 5 part | 


WS ys 2 ANN 8 


. wherein 5 
dan we diſcern the points of diſcrimination be- 
tween them and profeſſed unbelievers. In an 


_ 


breed attachment e eee con =, 
too often, not the preference of ſober reaſon, 
but merely _ en ig early prejudice and 

Dole He was born in a 
8 vale. he is a Chriſtian; 


| abs pv dg — 4 — of the church of 


bo. ag 


land, ſo is he. When ſuch is the heredi- | 


ta ry: religion handed down from generation 


to generation, it cannot ſurprize us to. <0. 

ung ſenſe and ſpirit» beginning to 
dioubt sltogether of the truth of the Hlem 
in which they have been brought up, and 
ready to ahandon a ſtation Which they ate un- 
able to defend. Knowing Chriſtianity chi 


efly 


in the difficulties which it contains, and 1 in- the | 


impoſſibilities which are falſely imputed to. 


it, they fall perhaps into the company of in- 


fidels; and, as might be expected, they are 
| ſhaken by Colon, obj ections and — 
cavils, which, had they been grounded and 


bottomed in reaſon and argument, would have | 


.- paſſed by them © as the idle wind, 6 and 


OP have ſeemed e of ferious no- 


Y * * : E 4 5 . 
N x 1 FT n bags 75 1 2 * 
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chats us 38 . it e No 
one can ſay into what diſcredit Chriſtianity 
0p _— 2 at a time When r free 


OS 4 „ | | 8 f 0 ; much 
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BHAP.. auch: favours: the f general diff 
. ſentiments of the icher orders. K 
8 2 ignorance is ere ind An de. | 
f KLree to be Ait the ſucceſs with which 
Chriſtianity has been attacked of late years . 
in a neiglibouring country. Had ſhe not been 
wholly unarmed for thę conteſt, however ſhe 
might have been forced from her untenable 
poſts, and compelled to diſembarraſs herſelf 
from her load of incumbrances, ſhe never 
could have been driven altogether out of the 


field by her -puny aſſailants, with all their 


AE ra and wo, and farcaſms; ho in theſe 
4 Ks 0 us en Aan dee ue ſuffer 
by dig a like cauſe ; nor let it be our crime 
and our reproach, that in ſchools, perhaps 
even in Colleges, ee is aner een n _ 0 
5 e e neglected. : + 
| It cannot be expected, that they who | 10 | 
fo little attentive to this great abj OS in the 
education of their children, ſhould be more 
ſo in other parts of their conduct, where leſs 2 
ſtrongly ſtimulated by affection, and leſs ob- 5 
viouſiy loaded with reſponſibility. They are 


ſtate of Chriſtianity in their own country; ; and _ : 
ſtill more indifferent about communicating 
the — of divine truth to _ nations 2 8 8 7 2 
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- A 
5 F & 
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" courſe therefore, little regardful of thje 


— 


diſtinguiſt 
| dence; or if they mention it at all, it is no- 
ticed eoldly and formally, like one of thoſe 


120M PORTANCE or CBRISTLANITY, | 


10 . bn e ; it is modeſt and private in ; 
ature; it reſides in a man's own boſom, 


: jv job the. obſervation. of kt 
Be it fo. 5712 1 29 „ 8 


From te tranſient; n diſtant view. 13 . 
which we have been taking of theſe unaſ- 


| ſuming Chriſtians, let us approach a little 
mae and liſten to the unreſerv 


rved conver- 
zntial hours. Here, if 


| any y where, the-interior. of the heart is laid 


ertain the true prin- 
reg and averſio s; the ſeale 

(1 nich they meaſure the good and evil of 

ife.: Here, however, you will diſcover few 


or no traces of Chriſtianity. She ſcarcely 
finds herſelf a place amidſt the many objects 
cf cheir hopes, and fears, and joys, and ſor- 
rows. Grateful, perhaps (as well indeed they 
may be grateful) for health, and talents, and 


affluence, and other bleſſings. belonging to 


their perſons | and conditions. in life, they 


ſcarcely reckon in the number this grand 
ing mark of the bounty of Provis 


obſolete claims to which, though. but, of ſwall 


30 account in the eſtimate of our Wealth un 


power, we think j 18 a8 vell to Lg 2 our title N 
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X it may be replied, i is not noiſy CHAR 
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national uſage. Fo; . 


But what more ah all the reſt eſtabliſhes 5 


2 5 7 15 4 ? 59 
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25 abs point in queſtion : let their converſation 


take a graver turn: here at length their re- 5 
ligion, modeſt and retired as it is, muſt be 


£ expected to diſcloſe itſelf; here however 


Will look in vain for the religion of Jeſus. 
Their ſtandard of right and wrong is not the 
ſtandard of the goſpel: they approve and 
condemn by a different rule; they advance 
principles and maintain opinions altogether 


oppoſite to the genius and character of Chri- 


W You would fancy yourſelf rather = 


gft the followers of gs old b , 1 


nor is it eaſy to gueſs 


| tisfy himſelf to t ere oy men- 


_ tioning , 
retic, he ſhould afford them an com 'of 
ion -of | 


the ate of Ginbnickinprededged he 


eee, fig their: zeal Fog the : religi 
e n. e e 


"The truth is, W opinions on "theſes _ 
eas are not formed from the peruſal of the : 
word of God. The Bible lies on ens ſhelf un- 
opened; and they would be wholly ignorant | 
of its contents, except for what they hear oc- 
_ cafionally at church, or for the faint traces 
which their memories may ſtill retain of the 
leſſons of their earlieſt ä ö 

| _ How | 
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would be the two ſyſtems; of 


y 1 the holy Scriptures. - It would 


; e to n, in any one, Who had hi- 

therto ſatisſied himſelf with the former, the. 
aſtoniſhment which would be excited on his 
firſt introduction to the latter. We are not 
left here to bare conjecture. This Was, in fact, 
the effect produced on the mind of a-late, i ins, 5 


genious writer *, of whole little work, though 


# it bear perhaps ſotne marks of his cuſtomary 


ve of paradox, we muſt at leaſt con 


i expoſes, in a ſtrong point of view, 9 


verty of that perde religion which has 


grace which ſo eminently ch 


cterize all 


the compoſitions of its author; But after this 
willing tribute of comm 
ludtantly om 
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Hon different, nay, in many relpects, how 

| _ contradictory, w. ou 

mere mores; of which the one ſhould be 
| SEGAL the commonly received axims 
- world, and the other from 


ed; and that it every 
Where diſplays that EM Ld red and 


xendation, we are re- 

pelled to remark, that the work 

in queſtion diſcredits the cauſe Which it was 
nieant to ſerve, by many erude and extravagant 
Poſitions; from Which no one can be ſecure 
| "who! 1 0 a b e Aa wat * 
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been ſp: 


nk» ober con er rlens 8 
r ſubject, the ſeveral takes 


and celitions of which have been peel, 7 
g furveyed; and above all, it muſt be lat 8 


ed, that it treit che rest queen A 
profeſſes to diſcuſs, cachle 4s 4 mutter df mers 


| ſpeculation, than as one eee ber 
: laſting intereſts” are inve 3 
writer's object ſhould hav- 

his readers of their guilt ſtill more than oy 


Surely the 
chiles: to convince 


their ignorance, and to leave them impreſſed: 
rather with a Fiend of une danger than of 


4 15 . ATE; 2 1 LEY 4 37 1 1 15 5 
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1 were . a _ po of time to multi- | 
- arguments i in order to prove. how. criminal 
the voluntary 1 ignorance, of which we. have - 
eaking, . muſt appear in the fight of 
God. It muſt be confeſſed by all who 0a © 


that We are able creatures, and to 


ſuch o only the writer 16 addreſſing himſelf, | 


that we ſhall have to anſwer hereafter to 


the Almighty for all the means and occaſions. 
we have here enjoyed of improving our- 


ſelves, or of promoting the happineſs | of 


others. And if, when ſummoned to give. an, 
account of our ſtewardſhip, we ſhall; be, 5 
called upon to anſwer for the uſe Which 
we have made of our bodily organs, and of . ; 
tte means of relieving the wants and neceſ. 
555 ſities of our fellow creatures; how much 
more . — of the nobler and more 


exalted | 


ed, to. 9 apply more earneſtly, than to th 


e e. great muſt; be the. guilt, and how. | 
awful nord Rang. of Bernd e 
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matters of temporal intereſt and e nh 
liey confirm the truth of her ſugg 
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g learning, or arts, or power, or wealth, or 


military glory, without L e 2 


and ſtrenuous diligence, and ſteady pe perſeyer- 
ance. Yet we expect to be Chriſti 


5 out labour, ſtudy, or inquiry. This cheque . 


n „ N 


< , and honeſt eee, FOE 
3 might We in all: rt wt e 


e eh are e at iſſue } 


Ne what it 3 Red, are we in this 
at alone to expect knowledge without 
nquiry, and ſucceſs without endeavour ?. The 
whole analogy of nature inculcates on us a2 
different leſſon, and our own judgements in 


Bountibul as is the hand of re 1900 
gifts are not ſo beſtowed as to ſeduce us into 
indolence, but to rouſe us to exertion; and 
no one expects to attain to the height of 
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1 


their excellence, we cannot r 
pect to become pre 


 inſenſibly the maxims 


correſp pohidenie a8 4 1 
loctrines, and motives,” and practical 
inciples; and rules, peculiar to itſelf, ank 
Imoſt! as ne in their nature as ſu reme it 


e proficients in it by U 8 
dental intercourſes of life, as one might cart 
f 3 * icy 


ſcheme of - mere ee eee WAR Nun 
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The diligent peruſal of he: Holy Scrip-. 


| tures would diſcover to us our paſt 1 igno- 
race. We ſhould ceaſe to be deceived by 
fupefficial appearances, and to confound the 
SGoßppel of Chriſt with the ſyſtems of philo- 
ſophers; we ſhould beck 
that weighty truth, ſo much forgotten, and 
never to be too ſtrongly i inſiſted on, that Chriſ- 
tianity calls on us, as We value our immortal 
ſouls, not merely in general, to be religious 
and moral, but Ypecially to believe the doc- 
22 r Drinciple. | 
ino kee leg to mal this poßtion 
| beyond re 84 3 xt from 


me impreſſed with 


7 e * a 1 A” Soak - 
F 3 5 


bor" 0 our arſt parents 1 it w. ies predicted =» 
Ip a long continued ſeries of prophets; the tubs i 


r prayers, . inquirics, and 


and hope, and conſolation. © At length 


| approached—the Deftre of all Nations be * 
1255 expected Star announced its preſence— 75 
A ann of the heavenly hoſt hailed its | 

introduction, and proclaimed its character 1 


be Glory "to God in the lugheft, 'on earth 
80 Peace, good. will, towards men.” | It is Ever 


Where repreſented} in Scripture by fach figures i 


as may moſt deeply impreſs. on. us. Aa ſenſe of 


its value; it is ſpoken of as ig ht from | 


% 


darkneſs, as releaſe from priſon, As deliver- M 
ance from captivity, as life "from death. 


1 © Lord, „now letteſt thou thy ſervant depsz 


« in Peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy fal 5 
* vation,” Was the exclamation with Which 
it was welcomed by the pious Simeon; 4 and 


it was univerſally received and 


| among che early converts with thankfultiels i 
5 and LS At one 3 the communication | 


- : bos ofit isthreatened 3TH.  puniſhiment. 
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#1 oy b. ort as is the ferin of prayer wurd u us'by 
Gear hleſſeck Saviour, the more gene 5 
"mT tenſion of che kingdem of 0 Ohriſt c | 
| bone of its leading peti W tea aw. _ 
„ With whar exatied Eonceptions of the im- 
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es Ee poured into our. lap in rich abun- 
ance we ic ic; we | ACCep pt... We torn from - it 


eoldly, or at be t. ſt, pc 2 ö it negligently,, as 2 
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thin in g of. no account or eſtimation. But a 
due = 61 of i its 72 ve would be alſuredly im- 
pews on us by, the. dilig gent ſtudy of the 5 
Or of God, that bleſſed: repolitory, of di- 
vine truth and conſolation. . / "Thence it 18 
that, we. are to: Jearn our, obligations' and 


ur. duty, „What uy are to believe and what 
118 * "A 
=p P. ie. Al * d, ſurely, one would think 


E 


We of the ſacred volume. Reaſon die- 3 
BA. ee commands; : Faith comes 
* by hearing, and hearing by. the word of 
75 God. Rio * Search the Soxiptures N Be 
| & xeady. to, give $33 » * to e Te 


it e onld., not be e to preſs men to the 


ery one a reaſon of the 
I hope, that is, in you Such are the der 

W and injun8tons\ of © the inſpired 
9 writers; 


G da We ug gia 16aſure, 
it ariſes; that the belle 6f ee Ehren 
wende kues little? and miſtaks f greatly, 
t regards tlie reli; n Which they 
en JO L, Bs ; Enel PY 3 
e 68 e e . ae 
Urge, whence It is t 155 thole w ho 4 ent te 
the olition, tha t ene Bible i 11 =: 123 
2 od, "and w 2 ofeſs to 2 their hopes 

T n the Chriftian baſis, "onrentedlly” quick 
Ine late of | fach lamentable i 1 gnorance. B ut 
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bf the more thou ghtful and ferious | "this A- 5 
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9 other {of 1 the ſame family) that Pe mt 
Fe a. /. Let a man's opinions and cone | 
& be what they : may, yet, provided he | 
der convinced cha they Are? TR, how- 
er the exigeticies of civil ſöciet y may r re- 


quire hin to! be dealt with anionglt nien, in 
e Ens kino be ek, - 
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would detain u. us too long fi 
Various merits of theſe favourite 9 
PE bad 04 1 


improper - here 0 ouch on two Two falle 


to {et forth th 
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| ene. of xchich it tia dad zal 
lenge, that they are of, unbounded 


| — -comprehending within their capacious limits 
5 All the errors Which have been believed, and 
many of the moſt .deſperats crimes Which 
have been perpetrated among men, The 
former of them is founded altogether on that 
groſsly fallacious aſſumption, that a man's 
tia will not influence his practice. 
The latter proceeds « on this. groundleſs ſup- 5 
! on, "that the Supreme. Being has not aft 
Bades us thficient means of diſcriminating X 
truth from falſehood, right. from wrong : ind 
it implies. that be. a man's opinions orcond: et 
ever ſo wild and extravagant, we, are to pre- 
| ſume, that they are. as much the reſult of 
©" impartial inquiry. and honeſt conviftion, ; as if 
his ſentiments and athons had been ftritly 
conformable tot the rules of reaſon and Eating 
Never. indeed . Was there a principle more 
| general in its ule, more ſovereign in its 
boteney. How does its beautiful ſimplicity 
= _ - allo, and compendious brevity, give it rank 
before the laborious ſubtletics of Bellarmin * 
| | Clement, and Ravailliac, and other worthies 
; of a ſim ilar ſtamp, from whoſe purity of in- 
tention, the world has hitherto withheldits due 


ready plea; ; and their injured ; innocence ſhall , 
now. at e receive. its ts full though” tar 
hone bay 25 nden. 


12 4 


8 tribute of applauſe, would here have found a I. 


Auron 4vek⸗ 047083 lerer 


are caſes of which any one who maintains 


the opinjon in queſtion Would be glad to 
cauſe they clearly 
expoſe the unſoundneſs of his principle. But 


diſencumber himſelf; b 


it Will be incumbent on ſuch an one, firſt to 
2 with preciſion why: they are to be 
exempted from its operation, and this he will 

fou impoſſible! taſk; for fincerity, in its 
popular ſenſe, ſo ſhamefully is the term miſ- 

55 applied, can be made the eriterion of guilt 
and innocence on no grounds which will 


not equally ſerve to juſtify: the aſſaſſins WhO 
have been inſtanced. The concluſion cannot 
be eluded; no man was ever more fully per- 
ſuaded of the innocence of any action, than 
theſe, men were, that the horrid deed they. © 


were about to perpetrate was not lawful 


merely, but highly meritorious. Thus Cle- 4 5 


ment and Ravaillac being unqueſtionably. 
ſincere, they were therefore indubitably inno- 


cent. Nay, the abſurdity of this principle ; 
might be ſhewn to be even greater than what 
has yet been ſtated. It would not be going 


too far to aſſert, that whilſt. it ſcorns the 
defence of petty: villains, of thoſe who ſtill 
retain the ſenſe of. good and evil, it holds 


5 forth, | like ſome. well frequented ſanctuary, A; | 
f | finiſhed. crimi- 


are. 9 to thoſe, m 
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(ever to be accompanie 
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moral diſtinctions as the ſpecial objes of is 
care. Nor is it only in prophane hiſtory 


that inſtances like theſs are to be found, of 


1 perſons committing the greateſt erimes With 


a fincere conviction of the rectitude of their 
conduct. Seripture will: a 


« killeth, wi; ill diink that ke doeth God 
« alvin VVV 


be compelled to reſtore this ahuſed term to 
its genwine ſignification, and to acknowledge 


tat it muſt imply honeſty of mind, and che 


faithful uſe 'of the means of Eo Ige and 


of improvement, the deſire of being in» 
ſtructed, humble inquiry, impartial confide-' 
OS and' wnprejudiced Jud ement. It! 18 t ; 


heſe we wollg earneſt * cal | you, J to hel 
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| Boll RE 7 the” "Holt"! ahithatitig p foritfes, * 
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affard us parallels; 

and it was ſurely to guard us a the very 
error Which we have been now expoſing, 
a that our e Aae Bone men his diſ- 
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A pringiple Ike this'muſt' then be aban. 
4 doned, and the'advocates for fincerity rſt. 
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« 8 knock and it ſhall be opened unto ehen 
vou; Ho! every one that thirſteth, come ye 1. 
* to the waters: ſuch are the comfortable — 
"Ip aſſurances, "ith the wt, encouragements 
to the truly ſingere inquirer, Flow deep will 
be our guilt if we ſlight all theſe benevolent 
offers. How many prophets and _ 
jd have defi d to hear the t S8. tha! t — 
hear, a1 Lass PN bear W 8 
indeed are our op ortunities, great ns is our 
reſponſibility.” Let us awaken to & true ſeßſſe 
of dur ſituation. We have evety *eonfiderad 
tion to alarm our fears, or to animate our 0 
induſtry. How ſoon may che brightneſd g 
our meridian ſun be darkened! Or; ſhould 
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1 


the long ſuffering of Gad ſtill continue to us 55 


the mercies Which We ſo much abuſe, it will 
only aggravate! our ' crime, and in the end 
enhance our puniſniment. The time of 
reckoning Will at length arrive. And wlien 
_ kinallly ſummoned to the bar of God: to'give 
an account'of our ſtewar ip, what plex can 
we have to urge in our defence, if we remain 
4 willingly” and obſtinately ignorant of' the 
way * which leads to life, with ſuch tranſcen- 
dent means of knowing it, and tuck "urgent 
motives to its . - Bitttenng Has mie 
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AFTER conſidering, the] dete no- 
n. 4 tions of the importance. of Chriſtia- 
GS. nity in general, which. prevail among the 
higher orders of the Chriſtian cake, the 
particular miſconceptions which. firſt come 
under our notice reſpect the corruption. and 
weakneſs of human nature. This is a topic 
AIG it is poſſble that many of A 


L 


. not have: L e, N attention. 
If the caſe be ſo, it may be requiſite to intreat 


C5 


! to lend a patient and a ſerious ear. 
The ſubject is of the deepeſt import. We 
ſhould, not go too far if wWe were to aſſert 
that it lies at the very root of all true Reli: 
gion, and ſtill more, that it is eminently 220 
baſis and ground - Work of Chriſtianity. . , 10777 
So far as the writer has had an POR 
of remarking, the generality of profeſſed 
Chriſtians among the higher claſſes, either 
altogether overlook or gen, or at leaſt greatly 


extenu ate 


0 9 1. 3 ack: — indeed — + 
there is, and ever has been in the world, a 
great portion of vice and wickedneſs; that 
mankind have been ever prone to Lnluakty | 
Aut ſelfiſhneſs, in diſobedience to the more 
refined and liberal principles of their nature; 
ttat in all ages and countries, in publie and 
in private life, innumerable inſtances have 
been afforded of oppreſſion, of rapacity, of 

eruelty, of fraud, of envy, and of malice. 
They own that it is too often in vain that 
you inform the underſtanding, and convince 
the judgement. They admit that you do 
not thereby reform the hearts of men. 
Though they Ano their duty, they will not 
practiſe it; no not even When you have forced 
them to acknowledge that the path of virtue 
zs that alſo of real intereſt and of fold en- 
. een ee | 9 edn! bs 


' Theſe facts are certain; e cannot 15 
diſputed; and they are at the ſame time ſo 
obvious, that one would have thought that 
the celebrated apophthegm of the Grecian 
ſage, the majority are wicked, would 
by ſcarcely have TAG = a to intel 
5 * ſuperiority. 22779 en 
But though theſe et of! man e 
5 . are "I e e and * 
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and infirmity, of petty tran 
ſional failings, of ſudden Ae of ſuch. | 
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ee yourſelf to hear rather | of-railty 


BH 


other qualifying tetms as may ſerve to keep 


out of view. the true ſource of the evil, and, 


without ſhocking the underſtanding, may: 


0 adminiſter conſolatian to the pride of human 
nature. The bulk of profeſſed Chriſtians 
are uſed to ſpeak of man as of a being, who, 


naturally pure, and inclined to all wirtue, is 
ſometimes, almoſt in voluntarily, drawn out 


of the right courſe, or is overpowered, by the 


violence of temptation. Vice with them is 
rather an accidental and temporary, than a 


_ conftitutional- and bahitual diſtemper; a 


noxicus plant, which, though found to live 


and even to thrive in the human mind, is not 


the natural growth and production of the foil. Y 


Far ar flifferent i is the humiliating language 
of Chriſtianity. | From it we learn that man 
is an apoſtate creature, fallen from his high 
original, degraded in his nature, and depraved 
im his faculties; indiſpoſed to good, and. diſ- 


| poſed to evil; prone to vice it is natural and 


eaſy to hams dit ned £0 v1 irtue, it 18 giffi- 
cult and laborious; that he js, tainted, with 


in et dish and f * but may 
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and to t 16 very core. Theſe are truths Which, $8 r. 

ho ever mortifying to out pride, one weaule | bet. 

think (if thinnebey corruption itſelf did not 
warp the Judgement) none would be hardy 
enough to attempt to controvert. I know. 

not nothing: which. brings them home ſo 

_ foreiblyito my on feelings, as the conſider- 
ation of what ſtill remains to us of our primi- 
doe digaity, when contraſted with e our e 

: ſent ſtate of n degradation, 
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57 107 6 Ye le apt 0 thou fe, 
« From what height flten.” TIE AIR 
Examine” {t_ with attention the natural : 
| powers and faculties of man; : invention, 
reaſon, judgement, memory; 2 mind . 
60 large diſcourſe OW 59 before and 
« after,” reviewing 'the paſt, and thence 
determining. for the preſent, and. anticipating 
| the future; diſcerning, colleQing, combining, | 
comparing; ; capable not merely of appre= | 
hending but of admiri ing the beauty of moral 
excellence; with fear and hope to warn and 
animate; with] joy and ſorrow to ſolace 4 
ſoften; with love to attach, with fympathyt 1 4 
| Harmionize, with courage to attempt, with, = 
patience to endure, and with, the power of 
conſcience, that faithful monitor. within the 
| Brealt, t to enforce the conchyfions, of, reaſon, 
and direct and regulate, the paſfipns of the 
foul eh 8 wu \Rrogounce * ma- 
e "IO 


cot 45 


\ 


* 


5 11. | 


ADEQUATE: concrhrions" er THz 


| * ene ul wo 15 i e of the 7 
| inhabitant of ſome other planet, on being | 


told of a globe- like ours, peopled with ſuch 
creatures as theſe, and abounding with ſitua- 
tions and occaſions to call forth the multi- 


plied excellences of their nature. Happy, 
happy world, with what delight muſt your 


great Creator and Governor — your? 
conduct, and what large and merited re- 
« wards await you when your term of pro- 
by bation ſhall have expired. 


I, bone, quo virtus tua te vocat, i pede PN” 5 
_ Grandia laturus meritorum prœmia. 2 


But we have indulged too long in hel 
delightful ſpeculations ; a fad reverſe pre- 
ſents itſelf on our ſurvey of the actual ſtate 
of : man, when, from viewing his natural 
powers, we follow him into practice, and ſee 
the uſes to which he applies them. Take 7 
in the whole of the proſpect, view him i 3 
every age, and climate, and nation, in every 


condition and period of ſociety. Where now 
d you diſcover the characters of his exalted . 


nature ? « How is the gold become dim, and, 
« the fine gold changed?” How is his reaſon 
clouded, Jos affections perverted, his con- . 
ſcience Aupifted! How do anger, and ey, ps 
and hatred, and revenge, ſpring up in his 
wretched boſom! How, i is he a fave to the 


1 


beate, N 


1 CORRUPTION: or HUMAN NATURE: 
Penſities does he diſeover to evil What in 
5 f e 0 good a N Ai We wh I 
Dwell awhile on the ſtate of the abet 
world; not e on that benighted your 


. 


* 


4nd 5 — dec er ttt e 


And le 


darknes Was 10 thick a ther ir 5857 be 
« felt.” Behold their ſottiſn idolatries, their 


abſurd ſuperſtitions, their want of natural 
affection, their brutal exceſſes, their unfeel- 


ing oppreſſion, their ſavage cruelty ! Look 


not to the illiterate and the vulgar, but to 
the learned and refined. Form not your 
ideas from the conduct of the leſs reſtrained 5 


with diſguſt and ſhame from the allowed an 4 


and more licentious; yo will. turn 


familiar habits of the decent and the moral. 


St. Paul beſt ſtates the facts, and furniſhes the 


* 


and Poliſhed bee on the empire o tate, | 


* 
1 


. 3 regions, with whatever wre the fon 


. 


explanation; „ becauſe they did not like to 


« retain God in their ee, = he ee 


* them over to a ina mind l 
1 Now 5 
5 » 1 3 auth ak hos 


rum decens ille Virgilius, alterum Cicero, "a idem 
verique ſtudioſus, ſuppeditat. Virgiliue, i 
Lens yo vitam depicturus, ita incipit, 
1 ' Formoſum 5 Corydon ardebat Alexim. 
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umanæ vim = HY 
meo luculenter-exhibent, non proſerre non poſſum. Alte- 
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weten: cox CEPTIONS: TITTY 


2 


rec + your: view to ano! 
"nw to tha inhabitants of a new: ſphere, 
1 9 ' where the baneful practices and. contagion 
* example of the old world — rave 
| led. Surely, among theſe children of nature 
we may expect to find thoſe wirtuous ten- 
dencies for which we have hitherto locke. 
in vain. Alas l our ſearch will» Nil be : 
fruitleſs ] They are repreſented by the hiſ- 
torian of America (whoſe account is more 
favourable tha aan thoſe of ſome otlier great 
authorities) as being a compound of pride, 
and indolengs, and {elfiſhnefs,, and cupning, 


mg. cmelty *; full of a revenge h 


Eidkero whats de Ofens primo, ubi'de Anon prout 
erte apte & convenientes ſint; lock; temporis, | 
ratione habita, diſſerit, argumentum de intra «© Turpe 

3 eſt ehim, valdeque vitioſum, i in re ſeveray conviyie dignum, 
aut delicatum aliquem inferre ſermonem. Bene Pericles, 
quit haberet collegam in prætura Sophotleri postam, hi- 

que de communi officio e & caſu formoſus puer 
præteritet, dixiſſetque Sophocles, O puerum pulchrum Peri- 
| cle! At enim, inquit Pericles, prætorem Sophoclem dec ecet 
non ſolum manus, ſed etiam oculos abſtinentes habere. Atqdul 
hoc idem Sophocles, ſi in athletarum probatione dixillety 
mene carnifſet; tanta vis et, & loci & tempnrir. 
Quomodo ſeſe res babuiſle neceſſe eſt, cum vir antiguo- | 
rum preſtantiſſimis adſcribendus, Fele b immo mores 
E oflicia tractans, talia doceret | Qualem ſibi ipſe virtutis 
normum propoſuerat; ex hot libro primo, capite 40 
ſatis liquet. Vide inter hs Jute he ty ps Gre, Se. 
ne &e. Rei Ai SUL eee mar, 
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thing 
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6 mung count, fatiats, of a ferocity Which ne- # . 
ſobten ; ſtrangerd te the moſt =. 


| uttliable/ ſenſibilities of meet . hey p. 


Sabi — many of che- wien and - 
Wkakgleſſes of: polithicg: ea Thor hor- 
tit treatment of baptives taken iti war, on 

8 * bodies they feaſted, after putting then 


th by the moſt cruel tortures, is ſo | 
| known, that ve may ſpare the diſguſt- 
f ing recital. No eommehdable qualities re. 
7 gloomy picture, except fortitude, ; 
and perſeverance, and! tal. fot. the welfare - 
of their little: community, if this laſt —— | | 
lity, exerciſed and pn 2 it r = 
: rn, . deſerving of oc cormmenda 2 


Hat vou give up the beäthen OR 0 3 
Pike Kudble, and* with rather to form Your | 
eſtimate" of man from a Vie of 'countries = 1 
Which have been bleſſed wil tlie light of | 
revelation, —True it is, atid with joy let us 
_ record! the coticefſion, Chriſtianity has ſet 


. 


the; general t tone of morals much higher than 


* 
” 
. ̃ —ͤ—— bs ev ens ee er ors 


5 it Was ever found in the Pagan World. Spe 
bas every where impfoved the character and 


e the corgforts of boctety, Þ pare 


2 { Robertſon, Ba" iv, Seck 4 "Healy Condon FI 
| Women nate. at WONT 
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„ H A " lay s ee ths v 1 al * TY = 8 
che beginning the. profeſſed 10 the under | 
her ſpecial patronage... —*ͤ r divine Au- 
thor, “ Who ſends. his rain on evi xz 
om. org £00 noo 


eee Fa at 6 au tho ar n 
| even ie this madre EARLS ation v 
depraxity of man. EC wins this 4 avity wall 
| become even more apparent and lefs'de« 4 
ninble;" For what . does! it not now over- 
Over what motives is it not now victo-— 
riotind Conſider well the ſuperior light and ad- 
vantages which we enjoy; and then appreciate 
the ar. e obligations which are impoſed 
on us. Conſider in how many cafes our evt 
propenſities are now) kept from breaking 4 
forth, by the ſuperior reſtraints under Which 
vice is laid among us by poſitive laws,, and 
by the amended ſtandard of public opinion: 
And we may be aſſiſted in conjecturing What 
force is to be aſſigned to theſe motives, by : 
the dreadful. proofs > which have been. lately WM 
exhibited in a neighbouring country, "that 
when their influence 1 1s withdrawn, MN molt 5 
atrocious crimes. can be perpetrated ſhame- 1 
lefily and in the face of day. Confider then 
the ſuperior excellence of our moral code, 
the new * of r furniſhed. by 


Pl * * 
ws, 2 : 


3 happineſs: that habits of vice grow up ip 


any; — pk the "= AT 1 
5 | ſtate of retr ibution, — 10 3 ans . 
I nynciation of that tremendous. . % hen 
ne ſhall and. before the judgmen | 
6 Chriſt.” Let, in ſpite of all our r knows 
ledge, this enforced and preſſed home by. 
this ſolemn notice, how. little has been out 
progress in virtue? It has been by. nd means 
ſuch, as to prevent the adoption, f in oüt days, 
of various maxims of antiquity, which; when. 
well conſidered, too clearly eſtabliſh the des 
prayity of man. It may not be amiſs to ad- 
duce a few inſtances in proof of this aſſertion. 
It is now no leſs acknowledged than hereto 
: fore, that proſpe Fity hardens the heart: that 
unlimited power is ever abuſed, inſtead of 
being rendered. the inſtrumeiit, of diffuſing ; 


themſelves, whilſt thoſe. of virtue, if to be 
| obtained at all, are of flow and difficult . 
: formation : that they who draw the fineſt 
pictures of virtue, and ſeem moſt enamoured 
of het charms, are often the leaſt under her 
influence, and by the mereſt trifles are drawn 
' afide from that line of conduct, which they 
mot ſtrongly and ſeriouſly recomtnended to 
others; that all this takes place, thougn 
mot of PR * of vice are to be found 
„ . ih 


8 


ws 4 r. With leſ e, 40 We of virtue, whillt 
3 ep at the dae time, theſe pathis afford ſaperio: 
[FO A more "exquiſite SAS, Tauren to 
0 themſelves, a nd are free ſes 
and bitter remorſe, at die price: of which 


Vicious gratifications are ſo _ Je e276 of 


It may ſuffice to touch very hitly 90 n 
To other arguments, which i it Jl hardly 
| be richt to leave altogether unnoticed: one 
of theſe (the juſtice of which, however denie 
by ſaperficial moraliſts, parents of aa Prin- 
eiples can abundantly, teſtify), may be Kei 
from the Peryerſe and froward diſpoſitions 

| perceivable i. in children, which 1 it is the butts 
nels ang. ſometimes the ineffe E ual attemp 
of edu; tien to reform. Another may be 
drawn rom the various deceits we are apt 
70 practiſe on ourſelves, | to Which no one 
can be a Aranger, WhO has ever contem- 
plated che operations of his own mind with 
0 ſerious attention. Lo the influchee e of. tn 
ſpecies. of corruptzon. * it has been in 4 8 279 
degree owing that 
too often dif ſoraced. 0 It has been turped i 
an engine of ervelty, and Ae! TE 1 B 
2 of. perſe gution, every trace. it has. di ilappear 1 : | 
a mild and ben ficept, Hr of Toe i 
bn ot Jeluse 5 u what deg rg, my 1 
v6) AFTER, Er * 2 0 a 


Aan 
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hriffianity itſelf has b Deen „ 


ö 


1 the ha ity when de moſt whole: 5282 
nverted into — by 


Wu deadlieft poiſons — argue 


01 md, but from ſuch as eannot even be queſ⸗ 
=» by, thoſe, to whom this, work is ad- 
be little, mm aid 3p en 15 


F * . 1 


= in What pink the 
1 who even then however left not himſelf 


To without witneſs, but gave them rain and 
mie dil, 9 their hearts with 


But firely to any who 


lt; t s, Chr ſans; t man pe juſtly 
urge as an, aſtoniſhing. inſtance of human 
depravity, that we ourfelves, who. enjoy; the 
full light of Revelationz to whom Gad — 
vouchſafed ſuch clear diſcoveries of what it 


concerns us to know of his being and attri- 


butes z who profeſs to believe“ that in hi 
4. we live, and move, and have. our being; 


; that to him we owe all the cornforts We. here F 
Dien, and © 


e offer of eternal Glory pur- 
for us by the atoning blood. of his 


own fon; ( thanks be to God for his un- 
4 ſpeakable gift, that We, thus loaded, . 


with,  mercies,ſhould. every ong of vs be confi- 


rity Land being ungrateful for his benefits 5 
| | LEY with 


ſuch premiſes. as are not only really 


ara eme Le 


y chargeable with forgetting his authos 


” 17 
1 1 


n n 


„ ceiving hem at beſt but *heartl 
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But to + the e concernin 2 che 
natural depravity of man to the ſevereſt teſt; 
take the beſt of the human'fpecies, the watch- 
_ ful diligent ſelf-denying Chriſtian, and let h 
decide the controverſy; and that, not by 
inferences drawn from the Practices of a 
thou ghtleſs and diſſolute world, but by an 
appeal to his perſonal experience. G with 
him into his cloſet, aſk him % opinion of 
the corruption of the heart, and he will tell 
Fou that he is deeply ſenſible of its power, 
for that he has learned it from much ſelf. 
obſervation and long acquaintance with the 
workings of his own mind. He will tell 
vou, that every day ſtrengthens this convic- 
tion; yea, that hourly he ſees freſh reaſon to 
deplore his want of ſimplicity in intention, his 
infirmity of purpoſe, his low views, his ſelfiſh, 

| unworthy defires, his backwardneſs to ſet 
about his duty, his languor and coldneſs in 
performing it. That he finds himſelf obliged 
: continually to confeſs, that he" fetls within 
big two of polite principles, and that “he 
| not de the things that he would.” "He 
cries out in the ae of the excellent 
Hooker, _— The little fr | 


unſoundt we ee 110 r 
we nen r 1 e 


man. The figures of the piece may var 
and the colouring. is ſometimes of a Abb, 
50 netimes of a lighter hue; but the prineiples 


every where the ſame. Wherever we dire 


our View, we diſcover the melancholy proofs : 


of our ar depravity; £ whether we look to antient 
or modern times, to barbarous or civilize 


g nations, to the conduet of. the world around | 
us, or to the monitor within the” 'breaft, | 


whether we read, or hear, or act, or "think, or 
| feel, the tame e lefſon 3 18 fore ed | 


Now. when mo Jenks back to the picture 


hich 


pavers. of man, and compare this his actual 
ſtate with that for which, from a conſidera · | 


formerly drawn of the natural 


tion of thoſe powers, he ſeems to have been 


originally calculated, how are We to account | 
tor the — contraſt! Will frailty or 
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- St is Te moral ade, Kick the mon 


of” the compoſition, the grand outlines, 2 
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| | the — ar thediftewpert, klares any Kain: 


for i uk by conerining that many bnes he 
came out of the hands of his Create , has con · 
tracted a taint, and that, the venom of this 
_ ſubtle poiſon has been communicated through-. 
out the race of Adam, every where exhibit- 
ing inconteſtible marks of its fatal malig- 
nity? IF. nce it has W that bg peter 
deriving, new firength,, and ers of 
reaſon and, conſcience —— 1 the 
latter, have feebly and impotently Pleade, 
inſt thoſe for] idden indulgencies which | 
the former have folici ited, [Senſual gratifica» 
tions and Alicit affeQtions have debaſed our 
nobler powers, ang ini 175 gur hearts tc to 
the diſcovery. of God, and to the conſid ſ 35 
tion of his perfections; ; to a conſtant Willing | 
ſubmiſſion to his authority, and obedience to 
his laws. By a a repetition of vicious acts, evil 
habits] have been forme, "within us, arid" Have 
fivetted the fetters of ſing” Left to the conſe! 
quences pf' our own folly, the underſtanding 
hasgr own darker, andtheheart moreobdurate; 1 
| 8 6: has at length altogether" betrayed her 


ruſt, and” even bo pare mg THIER. has aide 
* l 155 ann r n f 'the 
. | . ; 7 | ; ; 1 
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OY He Finstal- Ne eco ne vine 
See c dire bee be foffered-to gttain 


fem but none-are-altog ner 
Without exception, in a greater or Jeſs 
gree, 50 . the 


0 m e or morg 
n es 


b on a übler in inveſti Sine 
be confeſſed to be tha tate of facts; and/how 
carr chis be atcounted fur o any other ſupdꝰ 
poſitiou, than that of ſame original taint, ſ 
_ rablical: principle of cotruption? All other 
ſolutions are unſatisfactory, whilſt the potent 


* which has born aſſi ede daes abupd- 
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—— the prim Dec bat 
vitation. That the doctrine reſts.on t the fame 
 folid baſis as the ſublime. philoſophy of * 
ton: that id is not a mar dune 


ts and 4 fl re fil approving "ts 


Revelation, hi 4 0 
fuſtains the Elie e e of 2 5 un- 
alfiſted reaſon. The Holy Seriptures ff eak of a 
us as fallen creatures; in almoſt every pas 
we ſhall find ſornething that is calculated 
to abate the loftineſs and filenee the preten- 
fions of man. The imagination of man's 
t heart is evil from his youth,“ 4 What is 

man, that he ſhould be clean? and he . 
* which is born A n, that he 1 | 
* righteous." . How wich more abo- 


, + Johan, 14: 


* manable | 


« t 1 
" 71 III. ; 


* « fly: — ——— Hoch — je 

not one:. Who can ſay, I — 
heart cl n, I am pure from my fin?” 
« The hearts deci il a {rin he 


„ Be hold, Sens ſhapen in wickolineG, any 
ſm hath my mother conc aceived me. - 
4 __— nature chin of wrath, even 
as others, fulfilling the deſires of the ſleſn 
and of the mind. O wretched-mai 
iat I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death! —Paſſages might be 
multtiplied upon paſſages, which ſpeak the 
de menge and theſe again might be illuſ· 

irmed at large by various other 
 conffllerations, drawn — the ſame ſacred 
ſource; ſuch as thoſe which repreſent a tho- 
_ rough change, a.renovation of our nature; as 
being neceſſary to our becoming true Chriſ- 
tians, or as thoſe alſo: which are ſuggeſted by 
obſerving that holy men refer their good diſ- 
poſitions and affections to 2 immediate 
cy of the Supreme Being, Fl 


en, * + abs 4 Prov, * 
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Rete engen een melee | 


df thegwicked, and v 1 910 domi 


him 60 the:feriomincitiong aft tha — 4 
* this world! There cannot be a ſtronger 


proof of the difference which: exiſts. between 


the religious ſy ſtem of the Seriptures, and 


that of tlie: bulk of nominal. Chriſtians, than 


rded by the ſubject nom) 
xiſtence and; agency of 


affirmed in Scripture, are Almoſt 
oded in a country which: pros 


r i ated aiihs i | 


volume, Some other Doctrines af Rewe: 


| lation, the force: and real meaning of which 
are commonly in 2 great degree explamed 
away, are yet conceded! in generab terms! 


But this ſeems almoſt by univerſal conſent o 
bave been abandoned, as a poſt no longer | 
tenable, It is regat 1eſcent 
prejagioes which i would now be a dilcxeg} 
x | 


5 reaſon r 


wan although the Scripture | dokrrine oY ys 
cerning the Evil Spirit, is thus generally « 8 
ploded, yet were we..to conſider the matter 
ſeriouſly + and fairly, we ſhould probably nod. 
round for believing that there i is no bette 
s being abandoned, than JA 
many abſu U tories concernih + pirits "an 
apparitions, have been uſed to Sb in 
5 propagated amongſt weak and crequlous peo; 
E le, md Har the Evil 772855 not being! 5 pb 


5 1 ance of the fame El Tags to give craft 5 
- the doctrine of! its exiſtenee and agency. Bat 
135 to be conſiſtent with ourſelves, we might all 
moſt as well, « on the ſame principle, deny the 
reality of all other incorporeal beings, What 
js there, in truth,! in the doctrine, which is in 
| itſelf improbable, or whioh i is 0 confirmed 
by analogy”! ? We. ſee, 1 m fact, that, there are 
wicked men, enemies to God, and malignant 
towards their fellow-creatures,” who take 
005 * offer * in drawing in 
eben 


be one or more intelligences of ſimi». 
| larinatures and prop enſitie „ WDO MAY in 
manner be permitted to tempt men to the 
peeve of. wo. Surely we OT: Fr 
| | juſtly — — of — . 
3 | admitting, without difficulty, the coed 
| | operation of theſe qualities in a material be- | 
E ing, and yet denying them in an immateria * 
one (in direct contradiction to the authority 
of Scripture, which they: allow to be conclu - 
fve) 4 they cannot, and. will not pretend 
or a moment, that there 1s a thing be- 
longing. to the nature of matter, to which 


| theſe > aa e adhere. 5 f 
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Bor to dilate 1 no farther on a topic hie *Y 
however i it may excite the ridicule of the Ie 
conſiderate, will ſuggeſt matter of ſerious ap- 1 
prehenſion to; all who form their opinions on 
the authority of the word of God; thus 
brought as we are into captivity, and expoſed f 

to danger; depraved and weakened within, 
— and tempted from without, it might well fill | 
our hearts with anxiety to refle&, © that the 
FS day will come, when « the Heavens bein 
« on fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the elements | 


& *, bull e e t * 6s a 5 


N 
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V <a naturally prompted. to turn o 
pa revelation with folicitude, i in Hi 


— and the probable eme a of his 2 


termination; but this only ſerves to turn 
painful apprehenſion into fixed and certain 


terror. Firſt of the qualities of our Judge: 
As all nature bears witneſs to his irreſiſtible 


power, ſo we read in Scripture that nothing 


_ city eſcape his obſervation, or elude his diſco- 


very; not our actions only, but our moſt ſecret 
n ona are open to his view. He is 


about our path and about den unt ? 


« ſpieth out all our ways *. The Lord 


eth a hearts! awd W 


the imaginations of the thou ghts 7. — 


And he will bring to light the hidden 


things of darkneſs, and will make Oy 


3 * rh counſels of __ heart.” ate 8 


| Now, hear his 8 Fre es ad 
the rule of his award: The Lord our God 


is a conſuming fire, even a jealous C0 — 

« He is of purer eyes tt 
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H. | e. The wages of s dea 


5 — eee eh 
th2 Thee 
poſitive declarations are enforced by the bor | 
counts which, for our warning, we ene Pik 
Acred l of 1 terrible engeance 
* gels hs: pen not their firſt eſtate, and 
* Wwhom he hath referved” in everlaſting 
© chains under "Rarkneſs unto the j nn 
of the great day? The fate of Sodom 
and Gomorrah; the IRS ce iſfidd ljuinſt- 
the idolatrous nations of Canaan, and of 
which the execution was aſſigned to the Iſ- 
taelites, by the expreſs command of God, at 
their own peril in caſe of diſobedience : 1 
Babylon, and of Fyre, and of Nineveh, 
Jeruſalem, prophetically denounced 
duniſhmen of their: crithes, and tak» - 
ing place in an exact and terrible accordance 
with the divine predictions: : Theſe are in- 
deed. matter of awful peruſal, fufficient, ſure- 
ly to confound the groundleſs tonfidence-of | 
any who, on the ground that our Creator | 
mut be aware of our natural wedltnefs,”and 
reſt be of "courſe diſpoſed 1 to al ow for it, 
5 jutity bales n thie fight of God, we need 
not 7 mr to. fuck” en apprehenſions, 


8 nts of. the word 2 nt there 
1 b enta ines ans © 


which 


of: us: Is: there, whoſe 


[hems cr not reproach him With | 
| having trifled with the long- chifleriagint God, 
| and with having but ill kept the reſolutions 


£ Tamer ment din he * ſome time Or 


: and r Wee rene 16 che Fern 


naturally excited by fuch a retroſpest, con- 


1 firmed and heightened by paſlages like theſe? 


Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed; 1 7 


1 A have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded, but ye have ſet at nough 
Lecunſel, and would none of my reproof: I 
e alſu will laughlat . Iwill mock 
when your fear comet 


„ a whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and 
' 4;Aanguiſh\cometh upon you: then ſhall they 
EY * call upon me, but I will not anſwer; they 
hall ſeek me early, but they ſhalb not find 


.me: for that they hated knowledge, and did 
2 not chuſe the fear of the Lord The 
4 apprehenfions which.anuſt be excited I thus 


all my 


ometh When your fear 
„ETC AA deſtruction 


3 Language of Scripture, are confirmed to che 3 


Sr 4 1 4 
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waTurAL STATE or KAN; 


CHAP. inquiſitive and attentive mind, by a cloſe ob- 


it. 


| ſervation of the moral conſtitution of the So 
world. Such an one will find occaſion to te- 
mark, that all which has been ſuggeſted of 
the final conſequences. of vice, is in fri 
analogy to what we may obſerve in the ordi- 


_ nary courſe of human affairs, wherein it wall 
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future ordinations of the frog | 


appear, on a careful furvey; that God has o 
aſſigned to things their general tendencies, | 
3 eſtabliſhed ſuch an order of cauſes and 


effects, as (however. interrupted here below 


by hindrances and obſtructions apparently of 
a temporary nature) loudly proclaim the prin- 
ciples of his moral government, and'ſtrongly 
ſuggeſt, that vice and imprudence will final- 
ly terminate in miſery {a}. Not that this ſpe- 
cies of proof was wanted; for that which we 
muſt acknowledge, on weighing the evidence, 
to be a revelation from God, requires nat 
the aid of ſuch a confirmation ;-but yet, as 


this accordance might be expected between 5 


the words and the works, the paſt and the N 


* e it is no idle ſpe ecu 


5 „eee, „ 


i lk 7 18 


ru STATE. 0 MAN. = 3 as | 


- 48; commonly termed, inconfider Ent and 8. 
imnprudence. 1 een bn 291 3 £ 
I ſuch — be idee our ſad condition, => 

what is to be done? Is; there no hope? 

1 Nothing left for us, but a fearful look- 
ing for of judgement, and fiery, 1 1indigna- 
4 tion, which ſhall devour the adverſaries* ow” iy rea | 

HBleſſed be God! We are not ſhut up irreco- i 

verably in this ſad condition Turn you 
to the ſtrong hold, ye priſoners of hope; 

Hear one Who. proclaims his deſignation, 
to heal the broken ·hearted, to preach liber- 

= ty to the captives, and recovering of fight 

_ + to the blind.“ They who have formed a 
true notion of their llt and helpleſs ſtate, 
will moſt gladly liſten to the ſound, and moſt 

juſtly eſtimate the value of ſuch a deliverance. | 
And this is the. cauſe, which renders it of ſuch 

| preſſing moment not to paſs curſorily over 
. thoſe important topics of the original and ſu- 

perinduced corruption, and weakneſs of man; 

a diſcuſſion painful and humiliating to the 
pride of human nature, to which the mind 
ends itſelf with difficulty, and hearkens with 
za mixture of anger and diſguſt; but well 
ſuited to our caſe, and like the dittaſteß ul leſ- Praflcal 
ſons of adverſity, permanently uſeful in its an we 1 ge 
conſequences. | 1 It 18 here, nevet let it be 8 
gotten, that our foundation muſt be laid; Ce, 
otherwiſe our ſuperſt cture, whatever we. tion. 

1 Heb. x. 27. * | W Bo | 

„„ may 


&o 


en 5. may Wink of it, will one day bf 0 


II. 
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rb Mir uy MAY. 


. tottering and infecure, This is ee tio 


"ny. . metaphyſical ſpeculation, but a practical mat- 
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ter. Slight and ſuperficial conceptions of bur 
ſtate of natural degradation, and of our in- 
ſafßciency to recover from it of ourſelves, 


fall in too well with our natural inconſide- 


rateneſs, and produce that fatal inſenſibility 
to the divine warning to * flee. from the 
+ wrath to come, which we cannot but ob- 
ſerve to prevail ſo generally. Having no due 
ſenſe of the maliguity of our diſeaſe, and of 


its dreadful iſle, we do not ſet ourſelves to 
Work in earneſt! to obtain tho remedy, as to 
a buſineſs arduous indeed, but indiſpenſable ; 
for, it muſt ever be carefully remembered, 
that this deliverance is no? forced on us, but 


offered to. zs;\'we are' furniſhed indeed with 
every help, ang: ate always to bear in mind, 
that we are unable of ourſelves to will or to 
do rightly ; but we are plainly admonithed to 


4 work out our own ſalvation with fear and 


* .”—Watehful; for we are en- 


compaſſed with dangers ; putting on the 
1 whole armout af God," for een are beſet 
* « with enemies“ 2 10 .it 


lay we. be * to Bake off that le 
hay which is ſo apt to creep upon us! 
' For this end, A deep practical . of 


* Lane, Th 12. 


Shs : | dur 


3 nenn 8 
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lacious ſecurity, ſo by this we muſt be kept 
wakeful and active unto the end. Let us 


therefore make it our buſineſs to have this 
doctrine firmly ſeated in our underſtandings, 


and Tadieally worked into our hearts. With 
a view to the former of theſe objects, we 


ſhould often ſeriouſly and attentively conſider 


the firm grounds on which it reſts. It is 


plainly made known to us by the light of na- 
ture, and irrefiſtibly enforced on us by the die- 
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Ay 1 


n. F 
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tates of our unaſſiſted underſtandings. But left 


there ſhould be any fo obſtinately dull, as not 


to diſcern the force of the evidence ſu 


ence, or rather fo heedleſs as not to notice it, 
the authoritative ſtamp of Revelation is ſu- 
peradded, as we have ſeen, to complete the 
proof; and we muſt therefore be altogether 


ggeſted 
to our reaſon, and confirmed by all experi- 


inexcuſable, if we ſtill remain unconvinced 5 


by. ſuch an accumulated mais of.! argument. 
But we muſt, not only aſent to the doc- 


| trine clearly, but feel | it ſtrongly. To this end, are 


let the power of habit be called in to our 


aid, Let us accuſtom ourſelves to refer to ot ba 


natural depravity, : as to their 'prim 


the fad "inſtances of vice and folly of which 415 
we read, or which we ſee around us, or to 5 
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Flare. wich we feel the Propenſities in our own 
boſoms; ever vigilant a ſtful of our 
— ſelves, and looking with an en kindneſs 
1 pity on the faults and infirmities of 
others, whom we ſhould learn to regard With 
50 + hy ſame tender concern as that with which 
the ſick are uſed to ſympathize, with thoſe 
who are ſuffering under the ſame diſtemper 
as themſelves. This leſſon, once well ac- 
. quired, we. thall- feel the benefit of it in all 
our future progreſs; and though it be a let- 
ſon which we; are flow to learn, it is one in 
5 which ay; and Spenge the incidents of 
e . our own hearts, will ally 
concur to perfect us. Let it not, after all 
then, be our reproach, and at length our ruin, 
that theſe, n means . ane ad 
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Objection: 


Os 4555 formadable 72 all the Tft. The pO 


our cor 


ruption f man is loth tobe humbled. Forced to aban- 


el, being don the plea of innocence, and preſfed ſo 
natural to 

ee eloſely that he can no longer eſcape from the 
{g's HE conchufion to, which | we would drive. him, | 
ed f „ 0 

ated; and <2; os pg) ſome 
confidered, 


— 


N  OBJBC TION,” : 7 Au 
ame more 


g tends, „Lam what my. Creator, ade: me. 
=. inherited. a nature, you yourſelf confeſs, 
« e and prone to evil: ho then 


« can I withſtand the temptations to din, by 


« which I am enyironed ? If this plea can- 
. not eſtabliſh my innocence, it muſt excuſe 
5 or at leaſt extenuate my guilt... Frail and 
« weak as I am, a Being of infinite juſtice 
and goodneſs will never try me by a rule, 


| 6 which however equitable in the caſe of - 


« creatures of a higher nature, is e 
2 4 diſproportionate to mine.“ 85 


Let not my readers be e The : 


writer is not going to enter into the diſcuſ- 


_ Hon of the grand queſtion concerning tlie 


origin of moral evil, or to attempt at large to 


_ reconcile its exiſtence and conſequent puniſnu- 


ment with the acknowledged attributes and 


perfe&ions of God. Theſe are queſtions, of 


which, if one may judge from the little ſue- 
ceſs with which the acuteſt and profoundeſt 


reaſoners have been ever labouring to ſolve 


the difficulties they contain, the full and 
_ comprehenſion i is above the intelle& of 

Vet, as ſuch an objection as that Which 
Ing. bab-i ſtated is ſometimes heard from the 


mouths of - profeſſed Chriſtians, it maſt not 
4 We * be 


4 9 x 
8 


| bold objector faces about and sn. 
ſtands af bay, endeavouring to Jamey what 1k. 
he cannot deny. © Whatever I am, he con- * 


- 


CHAP. 
2 


dreſſed to us by an 5 ſceptic, though it 


CORRUPTION (QF HUMAN NATURE. 
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might not be very difficult to expoſe. to f 
the futility of nis reaſonings, we ſhould al- 


moſt deſpair of fatisfying hin of the ſound- 
neſs of our own, We ould perhaps ſuggeſt % 


impoſſibilities, which might ſtand in the 
way of fuch a ſyſtem as he would eſtabliſh ; 
we might indeed point out wherein (arguing 


from conceſſions Which he wauld freely 


make) his pre- conceptions concerning the 
conduct of the Supreme Being, had been in 


fact already contradicted, particularly by the 
exiſtence at all of natural or moral evil: and 


if thus proved erroncous in one inſtance, 


why might they not be ſo likewiſe in an- 
other ? But though by theſe and ſimilar 


arguments we might at length ſilence our 
objector, we could not much expect to bring 


him over to our opinions. We ſhould pro- 


bably do better, if we were to endeaygur 


rather to draw him off from theſe dark 
and ſlippery regions, (ſlippery in truth they 


are to every human foot) and to contend 


; with bim, where we might tread with firms 


nefs and freedom, on fure ground, and in the 


light of day. Then we might fairly lay be- 


fore him all the various arguments for the 
2 , 9 truth 


nnen. 
ruth of our en pt whi 


| have been ſuffigient to ſatisfy the. wileſt, "i | ut 
and the beſt, and the ableſt af men. We 


ſhoul afterwards perhaps inſiſt on the abun 
dant confir 1 Chriſtianity receives from 
its being exactly ſuited to the nature and 
Wants of man; and we might conclude 
with fairly putting it to him, Whether 2 


this weight of evidence were to be gver- 


balanced by this, one difficulty, on a, fubje&t 
ſo confeſſedly high and myſterious,. Ky 
ing too that he muſt. allow, -we; ſee but 

part (O how {mall a part!) of the univerſe 
kreation of God, and that our faculties are 
wholly incompetent to judge of the ſchemes 


of his infinite wiſdom. This, if the writer 


may be permitted to offer his own judgement, 
is (at leaſt in general) the beſt mode in the 


caſe of the objeftion now in queſtion, of 


dealing with unbelievers ; and to adopt the 
contrary. plan, ſeems ſomewhat like that of 
any one, who having to convince ſome un- 
tutored Indian of the truth of the Copernican 
ſyſtem, inſtead of beginning with plain and 
fümple propoſitions, and leading him on to 
y hat is more abſtruſe and remote, ſhould 
ſtate to him at the outſet ſome aſtoniſh- 
ing problems, to which the underſtandin 
can only yield its ſlov/ aſſent, when e 


ſtrained by the deciſive force of rn BK 


tion. The novice, inſtead of lending himſelf 
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boeh 1 den e 
Fold türn away in digga, and be * | 
Harden "againſt" his preceptor. But, it 
muſt be remembered, that the preſent work 
is addreſſed to thoſe Who acknowledge the 
authority of the holy Scriptures.” And in order 


to convince all ſuch that there is, ſome- 
Where or other, a fallacy in our objector's 


reaſoning, it will be' fufficient to eſtabliſh 


that though the word of God clearly 
the June and goodneſs of the Supreme 
Being, and alſo the natural depravity of man, 


Fet it no leſs clearly lays down that this na- 
tural depravity ſhall never be admitted as an 


excuſe for ſin, but that * they which have 
«done evil, ſhall riſe to the reſurrection of 


« damnation *”—< That the wicked ſhall 


i be turned into hell, and all the people that 


6 forget God.” And it is worthy of remark, 

that as if for the very purpoſe of more by 
tually ſlleneing thoſe unbelieving doubts 
which are ever ſpringing up in the human 


| heart, our bleſſed Saviour, though the meſ- 


ſeug r of peace and good will to man, has 


| again and again repeated theſe awful nk | 


nunciations. | 5 3 


Nor (it muſt a be remarked) are . | 


holy As; tes: clear Ln Wl in Aetna 


8 *4 oe 1 
5 8 3 5 age 
„ CY Joh h 
hy 4 * * 4 * - 4 * — 
KL „ ET. 
» Kd K * 
* — — 8 
1 1 ; 7 . 1 I. 
E 7 S. * 


a 3 
- . 2 * 1 


eres x vu 


po get nem. — * 
01 Let no man ſay when he is 
| 7 a tempted of God: for God 
cannot oy tempted: With evil, neither 
* terapterh he any man r The Lord is 
4 not willing that any ſhould periſh +.” And 
again, where the idea is repelled as injurious 
to his character, Have I any pleaſure at all 
4 that the wicked ſhould- die? faith the e 5 
„ God; and not that he ſhou r To 
© his ways, and live $2" „ Fo 
„ pleaſure in the death of m thts — | 
„ ſaith the Lord God ||.” Indeed almoſt 
every page of the word of God contains ſome 
warning or invitation to ſinners; and all 
theſe, to a conſiderate mind, eee, ger 
; 1 be proofs of our preſent poſitioorn. 


"Tt has been the more neceſſary not to leave 
unnoticed the objection Which we have been 
now refuting, becauſe, where not admitted 
to ſuch an unqualified extent as altogether 
to take away the moral reſponſibility of man, 
and when not avowed'in the daring language 
in which it has been above ſtated; it may 
| frequently be obſerved to exiſt in an inferior 
fegter* and often, when! not e mer 


i 1 — » he Eren xyiii. 23. f I 
ice: NR Peter, i 1. % . e 32... 
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cn᷑7. into ſhape, it lurls in ſeeret, diffuſing 5 ge 
1: neral cloud of doubt or unbelief, or lowesing 
aa ſtandard of right, or whiſpering falla- 
| zomfo: and producing a fuinous tran- 
| en Not to anticipate what will more 
1 come Apa Gipulhon when we con- 
rictneſs of practical 
— 5 * us er Jas remark, 
that though the holy: Scriptures. ſo. clearly 
ee tht: whiural corruption and weakneſs; of 
man, yet they never, in the moſt: minute de- 
gree, countenance, but throughout directly 
oppoſe, the ſuppoſition to which we are often 
too forward to liſten, that this corruption and 
weakneſs will be admitted as lowering the 
demands of divine juſtice, and in ſome ſort 
palliating our tranſgreſſions of the laws of 
God. It would not be difficult to ſhew that 
ſuch a notion is at war with the whole 
ſcheme of redemption. by the atonement of 
Chriſt, But perhaps it may be enough when 
l any ſuch ſuggeſtionsasthoſe which we are con- 
8 demning force themſelves into the 1 imagina- 
tion of a Chriſtian, to recommend it to him 
to ſilence them by what is their beſt prac- 
tical anſwer: that if our natural condition 
be depraved and weak, our temptations nu- 
merous, and our Almighty Judge infinitely 
holy; yet that the offers to penitent finners 
of en and grace, a * are uni- 
037 verſal 
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* and unlimited n however zur. 
8 if in all this, there ſenm to be 
involved difficulties which we cannot fully * 
comprehend, How many ſuch every where 
preſent themſelves ! Scarcely is there an ob- 
matter of doubt and argument. The meaneſt 
reptile Which crawls on the earth, nay, 
every herb und flower which we behold, 
baffles the imbecility of our limited ingqui- 
ries. All nature calls upon us to be humble. 
Can it then be ſurprizing if we are at à lot 
on this queſtion, which reſpects, not the pro- 
perties of matter, or of numbers, but the 
counſels and ways of him whoſe ' Under- 
* ſtanding is infinite , # whoſe judgements 

ts are declared to be unſearchable, and his 

* ways paſt finding out ? In this our ig- 

norance however, we may . . Fepaſe 

_ ourſelves on his own declaration, That. 
«6 though clouds and darkneſs are e 

4 him, yet righteouſneſs and r are 

„the habitation of his throne 2. Hh t it 

alſo be remembered, that if in Cbedne 

ſome things are difficult, that which it moſt 
concerns us to know, is plain and obvious. 

To this it is true. wiſdom to attach ourſelves, 

aſſentin to what is revealed where. above our 


# Pl ann . + Ban. 1. 8. 4 Pſalm xcvii. 2 
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ch. faculties, we. do not ſay contradictory to then; 

w. on the eredit of What! is clearly da; 
we md: fatisfaforily eſtabliſhed. In truth, we 

are all perhaps too apt to plunge into depths, 

which it is beyond our power to fathom; 


. 


and it Was to warn us againſt this very error, 
that the red writer, When he has been 


threatening the people. whom God had ſe- 
lected as Ahe: objects of his ſpecial favour 
with the moſt dreadful puniſhments, if they 
ſhould forſake the lau / of the Lord, and has 
introduced ſurrounding nations as aſking the 
eaning of the ſevere infliction, winds up 
the whole with this inſtructive admonition; | 
Secret things belong unto the Werbe our 
* God: but thoſe which are revea 
e unto..us, and to our children 3 ine that 
_ * we may do all the words of this law *.. 
 Toanyonewhois feriouſly impreſſed with 
_ a ſenſe of the critical Rate in which we are 
here placed, a ſhort and uncertain ſpace in 
which to make our peace with God, and then 
the laſt judgement, and an eternity of un- 
ſpeakable happineſs or miſery, it is indeed 
an awful and an affecting ſpectacle, to fee 
men thus buſying themſelves in theſs vain 
ſpeculations of an arrogant curioſity, ' and 
trifling with their deareſt, their As 
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this exquiſite folly, it to the con. 11. 
duct o ſome onvicted rebel, ho, w. — 
8 into the eſence of his Sovereign, 
inſtead of ſeizing the occaſic on to the. for mer- 
5 ſhould ever neg Alec aid triffe With the 
pardon which Wed be offered to him, and 
inſolently employ himſelf in prying Jö „ 
Sovereign's deſigns, and criticizing his coun- 
cils. Our caſe indeed, is in another point 
of compariſon, but too much like that of the 
convicted rebel. But there is this, grand dif- 
ference that at the beſt, his ſucceſs muſt 
be uncertain, ours, if it be not our on fault, 
is fure; and while, on the one hand, out 


guilt. 18 unſpeakably | greater than that e f | 
N againft an earthly monarch ; ſo, on tge 


other, we Enow. that our Sovereign ein 
* Long huffering, i 
> oe 1640 ito grant, than we to aſk, for- 
giveneſs. Well Fr . we e adopt il her lan- 
Suage of the poet : 4 ed gal 


; wo! J 

e ee eee eee, | 

Before, bim reverent; and there confeſs, _ 5 

Humbiy our faults, and pardon beg; ; with wat * 
Watering the ground, and with our ſighs the ir - 
Foy Frequenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in fign.. | 
Of forrow unfeign'd, and humiliation ek? 
21 CSE oro w its tr} Gora acts on 5 
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the Holy 
Spirit, as 
ſtated in 
Scripture. 
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lie Reli igious B 7 * 
5 of profe fed Chriftians, in what regards 

our Lord Feſus. CH N, and the Holy Spirit 
gots 4 Difertation. concerning the. uh * 
u. On in e ee ee 
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TO God ſo loved the world as of 


; his tender mercy. to give his only 
= Son Jeſus Chriſt for our redemption :” © 


That our bleſſed Lord willingly left the 


gory: of the F ather, and was made man : 


That he was deſpiſed and rejected of 

64 men, a man of forrows, and | en 
„rief: „ ; 5 „ 

- That © be v was 5 wounded hays our ar trans. Y 


, ſions; ; _ 7 Was bruiſed for © our bang red | 


£6 ties? A > yi 97; e „. | 
That * 4. Lord lata on him the iniquity 
6 of us all: UE | 
That at Hp - be Wan 1 
4 to the death of the Croſs, for us miſerable 


fſinners; to the end that all who with hearty 


6 and true faith, ſhould Om to 
2 1 


EITITIIEET doe TAINES. 


5 dss eee Hut 


ee de e eee wh 


A Tat e che eight ii foe, — 


„ making interceſlion” for his People: 
bat “ being reconciled to Gd by the 
Ackath of his Son, we may come boldly unto 
» * e throne of grace, to obtain. mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need! 
514 our Heavenly Father © will furely 
4 give his Holy Spirit 10 them that aſk him: 
ä That < the ſpirit of God muſt dwell in 
@ us; and that if any man have not the 

| 3 ſpiri it of Chriſt, he is none b > 
| That by this divine influence «we are to 
« be renewed in knowledge after the image 
| of him who created us,” and © to be filled 
<« with the fruits of righteouſneſs to the praiſe 
of the glory of his grace ; —that © being 
thus made meet for the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light,” we ſhall ſleep in the Lord; 
and that when the laſt. trumpet ſhall ſound, 


this corruption ſhall put on incotruption— 


and that being at length perfected after his 
likeneſs, we. ſhall be ORR into. [big hea- 
g * Winde. 1971 


1 k x 


$ 3 * 
; . 1 


| Theſe are . leading e concern- 


ing our Saviour, and 55 Holy Spirit, Which 
are taught in the Holy Scriptures, and held by 


the Church of on The truth of them, 


agree- 


5 i SORIPTVAB POCTRINES. | 


Te: aer by 10007 gene al plan, will be taken 
85 for grante Few of thoſe, who have been 
uſed to join in the eſtabliſhed form of worſhip, 
2 have been, it is hoped, ſo inattentiye, as 

| cles 2 of theſe. DEI! 5 Which : 


| 4 ie and fret their power in 18 af 
1 and their transforming influence 1 in 
the heart. What lively emotions are they E 
ae? to excite in us of deep ſelf· abaſe- 
ment, and abhorrence of our ſins; and of 
humble hope, and firm faith, and heavenly 
p joy, and ardent 2 5 ben ive Hig 
| gratitude ! 255 Ene 2 Gn * 417 wo 
oe © uber bes l. iti is to do Sata will oa bound 
| Nowons. the grand defect of the religion of tbe bulk 
of profeſſed Chriſtians; a defect, like the 
palſy at the heart, which, while in its firſt 
attack, it changes but little the exterior ap- 
pearance of the body, extinguiſhes- the in- 
ternal principle of heat and motion, and ſoon 
extends its benumbing influence to the re- 
moteſt fibres of the frame. This defect is 
cloſely connected with that which Was the 
chef OPS of the laſt A: they that 


1 1 are 


i” 


— bop e 


Dare fick,” Had we duly felt his Joe of 
: our: dus, that they are a load which our own 


engt! 18 cr ene e e _ 


— of 2 ee afar 44 | 


a 85 


1 
* 4 
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— 


< unto me, all ye that labour and A* heavy | 


“laden, an 
thoſe, who have ſcarcely. felt their fins as any 


incumbrance, it would be mere affectation to 


5 pretend to very exalted conceptions of the.ya- 


| lue and acceptableneſs of the proffered delin 


verance-; This pretence accordingly, is {els 


| I will give you. reſt *.”” But in 


dom now kept up; and the molt: ſuperficial | 


obſerver, comparing (the, , ſentiments and 
views of the bulk of the Chriſtian world, 
with the articl es 
_ with the ſtrong langy: 
muſt be e my the. 7 
| portion. ., lint Fay Thar ins nn 4 Its 


Fas 


mints Religion : is altogether excluded by 
the bufineſs or the vanities 'of life, how 
is it with the more decent and moral? To 
5 what eriterion ſhall We appeal? Are their 
Arts really killed wich theſe" things,. and 


s ſtill retained. } TR e 


To paſs oder che . ee s 
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en x'v. | to inſpire ? Then arely their minds are 
| apt to ſtray to them almoſt unſeaſonably, or 
at leaſt to haſten back to them with Eager- 
neſs, - when eſcaped from the eſtrangement 
impoſed by the neceſſary caresand buſimieſsof 
life. He was a maſterly deferiber of human 
nature, who thus pourtrayed the mn, 
of an e bee ͤ— Ht Arn” 
| 4. Unſtaid and fickle in all he dts” = gal 
„ Save in the der- -N 7 8 wt 0 8 
4 That is beloved.” 2 2 nee 
EG "AN how, it may be et replied, do 
& you know, but that the minds of theſe peo- 
© ple are thus occupied? Can you look into 
the boſoms of men?” Let us appeal to a teſt 
to which we reſorted in a former inſtance. 
« Out of the abundance of the heart,” it has 
been pronounced, the mouth ſpeaketh.“ 
Take theſe perſons then in ſome well ſelected 
hour, and lead the converſation to the ſubject 
of Religion. The utmoſt which can be ef- 
fected is, to bring them to talk of things in 
the groſs. They appear loſt in . 9 
there f 1s nothing preciſe and determinate, no- 
thüng whi h implies a mind uſed to the con- 
templation of its object. In vain you ſtrive to 
bens them to ſpeak on that topic, which one 
might expect to be ever uppermoſt in the 
. of redeemed ſinners. They elude all 
your IE 7" 1 LY you make mention 
v4 ; "0 
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1 


of e n wich no ve 7ery 
cordial weleome at leaſt, if not with unequi- 


if; 


formal diſcuſſion-. The excellence of our 
Saviour's moral precepts, the kindneſs and 
ſunplieity, and ſelf-denial and unblemiſhed 
purity of his life; his patience and meekneſs 
in the hour of death, cannot indeed be ſpoken 
of but with admiration,” when ſpoken of at 
all, as they have often extorted unwilling 
praiſe from the moſt daring and malignant 
in fidels. But are not theſe mentioned as 
qualities in the abſtract, rather than as the 
perfections and lineaments of our patron and 
lebe 46 and friend, WhO loved us, and 
gave himſelf for us;“ of him who died 
for our offences, and roſe again for our Julſti- | 
fication ; Who is even now at the right . 
hand of God, making interceſſion” for r? 
Who would think that the kindnefs and hu- 
manity, and ſelf-denial, and patience in ſuf- 
fering, which we ſo drily commend, had 
been exerted towards ourſelves, in acts 1 
more than finite benevolence of which 207 | 
were to derive the benefit, in condeſcenſions 
and labours ſubmitted to for ou ſalkes, in n pain 
and ignomin) Tanne for our deli | 
rand truths are not ſof- 
5 9 to 1 altogether from our” remem- 
Ns HEN Thanks to the — of our 
10 | SO Liturgy, 


al-diſguſt ; it is at the beſt a forced and 125 


dur — in their wma orig and connec 
gk .as often as WE attend the ſervice al 


as br rye — —— wines. and 
occupation, they are yet too generally heard 
of With little intereſt 3 like the legendar) 
tales of ſome venerable haſtor! lan, Or .other 
tranſactions of great ſantiquity, if, not of 
doubtful: cx elit, which, though ne 
to Our he e wii and circum 
ſtances ſo different from our own, chat we 
Fannat. be expected to take any great conce 
jn them. We hear of, them therefore with 
apparent indifference we repeat them al- 
moſt as it were by rote, aſſuming by turns the 
Language of the deepeſt humiliation and of 
the warmeſt, thankfulneſs, with a calm un- 
eee ompoſure; and when the ſervice. of 
the day is ended, they are diſmiſſed altoge- 
ther- from our thoughts, till, on the return 
of. another Sue. A1 freſh. attendance on 
e eee our | period el 5 
In noticing ſuch Jukew 


armneſs as this, fuxely 
the writer were to be pardoned, if he were 
10 be Deut, into ſome | warrath of con- 
demnatig pies The Misere and Socinian 
x 2 1 . ED indeed, 


culiar doftrigea, of; the Goſpel, may be 


| edtofeckand calkiefithele granditeuthe;with 


little emotion. But in thoſę ho proſeſs a 
ſincere belief in them, this coldneſs is inſupt 


portable. The greateſt poſſihle ſervices of 


W to man Nr contemptible, When 
AM | the unſpeakable; merties 
| ” Ho Chriſt" -mercies: fo dearly bought. ſo 
freely beſtowed A deliverance from eter: 
nal miſery . The gift gf, ene er 
chat fadeth not away. Yet, what. judge- 
ment, ſhould we form. of ſuch conduct, as is 
here cenfured, in the caſe of any;one Who had 


» Fry 


received. ſome” ſignal ſervices from A. fellow 


creature? . True love is an ardent, and an 


active principle—a cold, A dormant, a phleg- 
matic gratitude, are contradictions in tertns. 


W hen theſe generous affections really exiſt 
in vigou of are we not ever fond of Keelliniz 


on the value, and efumerating the merits of 

our benefactor? How are we moved When 
any thing is aſſerted to his diſparagement! 4 

How. 4s we delight, to tell of his kindneſs! - 


With what pious care do we x eſerve any 

memorial of him, which we 1 2 % 

| pollets! "How "Sadly do we ſei any op 
portunfty of tender ing to Him, or to thoſe 

who are dear to him, any little good offices, 


_—__ though in themſelves of ſmall intrinſic | 
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ally meet to keep the memory of his pe 


on of his ae ee 
heart, and light up the 'counte- = 
nance! And if be de not no more, and if he 
had made it his dying requeſt that, in a way 
of his own appointment, we ſhould oc fon. 


and of his ſervices in lively exerciſe; how 
ſhould we reſent the” idea of failing in 880 
e e eee of ſo ſac re xd an obligation! * 


Such are the genuine characters, foeh mn 
| Wer workings of a lively gratitude, And 
can we believe, without doing ads to the | 
moſt eſtabliſhed principles of human nature, 
that where the effetis are ſo different, the Lu 
| ternal principle i is in truth the fame! Fer 


If the love of Chriſt be thus Mae i in | 
"ng bulk of nominal Chriſtians, their] Joy and 
truſt in him cannot be expected to be very | 
Vigorous. Here again We find reaſon. to re- 
mark, that there is nothing diſtin, nothing 
ſpecific, nothing which implies a mind ac- 
quainted with the nature, and familiarized 
with. the uſe gf the Chriſtian's privileges, | 
| habitually wlacing itſelf with the hopes held 
gut by. the Goſpel, and animated by. the 
ſenſe of its high relations, ink its n 
reverſion... MI way: 
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eskzeres 8 euer, 


Ve og | a; Sion — 8 _ thei fan 1 8 ef ; 5 
of the conceptions on this nn the bulk 
of, the. Chriſtian world, to | wo ba 


that they are tab little pp bt ba ray a 


 ficacy of tl 
holineſs of heart and life, and that they are 
not daily employed in humbly and diligently | 
uſing. the appointed means for the reception 
and cultivation of the divine aſſiſtance. It 
would hardly be to go beyond the truth to 
aſſert; that for the moſt part their notions on 
this ſubje& are fo confuſed and faint, that 
they can ſcarcely be ſaid in bt __ ROSA to 

believe the doctrine at all. NN 


ir own unaſſiſted endeavours aſter 


The writer of theſe hides is N no mens Langu 


unapprized of the objections Which he may 
expect from thoſe, whoſe opinions he has 
been ſo freely condemning. He is prepared 
to hear it urged, that often where there have 
been the ſtrongeſt pretences to the religious 
affections, of which the want h 
cenſured, there has been little or nothing of 
the reality of them; and that even omitting | 
the inftances (which however have been but 
too frequent) of ſtudied hypocriſy, what have 

aſſumed to themſelves the name of religious 
EA ry: been merely the 9 of a 


* 0 ; ; 8 
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as now been 
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cuxr. lively imagina 
III. 
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mended, is no better than” 'a vain fervor 


65)20507's Auen 


ion, or the workings of a heat · 
ed brain; in particular, chat this love of our 
Saviour, which has been ſo warmly recom- | 


8 * 


Which dwells only iti” the diſbrdered mind of 


the enthuſiaſt. That Religion 18185 K ofe 
ſteady nature of à more ſober and manly 


quality; and that ſhe rejects with ſcorn, the 
ſupport of a mere feeling, ſo volatile and in- 
determinate; ſo trivial and uſeleſs, as that 
with Which we would aſſociate her; a feeling 
varying in different men, and even in the 


ſume man at different times, according to 
the accidental flow of the animal ſpirits; a 


Feeling, laſtly, of which it may perhaps be 


ſaid, we are from out very nature, 097% 


ſuſceptible towards an inviſible Being. 


8 * As to the operations ;F, * Holy er T 
x 8 | it may probably be further urged, that 


8 hs 18 perhaps ſcarcely worth while to 
en 188. 


* « et 
A ; 


ſpend much time in inquiring into the 
theory, when, i iN practice at leaſt, it 48 ma- 
nifeſt, that ther * as. no ſure criterion 
whereby : any one can aſcertain. the reality 
or them, even in his own. caſe, much lets 
in that of another, All we know. is, that 
e to theſe, extraordinary aſſiſtance CES, 
nave never been Wanting to abuſe the | cre- 
dulity of. the vulgar, ; and to try the patience 
7, of. the WI e. From the canting hypocrites 

| 6c and 


it is true wiſdom to attach: ourſelves to 
4 what is more ſolid and practical; to the 


95x or0k's eee AGE, 


4. eee chief v eauſe 
ful, deſcendents of the preſent day, aber * 
#5 the fame ' unwarranted” claims, the fame 


56) candy diſcern not ſeldom the fame! mean 
2 artifices and mercenar 2 ends. The doc 
„ trine, to ſay the beſt of xt, ean only ſerve 
to favour the indolence of man, while 

profeſſing to furniſh him with; a compen - 


e dious method of becoming wile and good. : 


it fupercedes the neceflity of his o. per- 
„ ſonal labours. Quitting therefore all 
+ theſe ſlothful and chimerical fpeculations, 


work which you will not yourſelf deny to 
de ſufficiently difficult to find us of it- 
«6 
* tifying the diſorders of the paſſions, and 
of implanting and cultivating the virtues 
« of the moral character. It is 1 
vice of the underſtanding which God r 
<, quires of us; which you would degrade 4 
a mere matter of bodily temperament, and 
<<. ;:maginary impulſes. You are contendinę 


«for that which not only is altogether un- 
„ worthy of our Dine Maſter, but which, 


« with conſiderate men, has ever brought his 


PP oe ls into Taſpicion 3 and * and 
under 
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ſelf full employment; the work of rec- 
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III. 


.OBJECTOR;S, LANGUA GB. 


nder a ſhew of honouring him, | ſerves 
only to injure and diſcredit his cauſe. Our 
Objector, warming as he proceeds, will per- 


66 * 
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< haps aſſume a more impatient tane. Have 


not theſe doctrines, he may exclaim, been 


ever perverted to purpoſes the moſt dif- 
«graceful tothe religion of Jeſus? If you want 


f an inſtance, look to the ſtandard of the in- 


auiſition, and behold the pious Dominicans 


% torturing their miſerable victims for tlie 


Love of Chriſt“. Or would you rather 


ſee the effects of your principles on a larger 


« ſcale, and by wholeſale (if the phraſe may 
be pardoned :) caſt your eyes. acroſs the 


« Atlantic, and let your zeal be ediſied by 


„the holy activity of Cortez and Pizarro, 
« and their apoſtles of the weſtern hemi- 


the extenfive ravages of national perſecu- 


tions, and religious Wars and cruſades; 


whereby rapacity, and pride, and cruelty, 


«ſheltering the mſelves (ſometimes even 


< the maſk of this ſpecious principle, have. 


from the furious bigots themſelves) under 


5 ſo often afflifted the world? The prince of 


peace has been made to aſſume the port 
of a ferocious Conqueror, and forgetting the 
4 e of gooe * to men, has n 
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e 5 8 name o Reigen 5 Reply to 

Pa too often proſtituted to the moſt deteſt- Allega- 
able purpoſes ; that furious bigots and bloody 
perſecutors, and ſelf intereſted hypocrites of 
all qualities and dimenſions, from the rapa- 

|  eious leader of an army, to the canting oracle 

of a congregation, have falſely called them- 

1 80 ſelves Chriſtians, are melancholy and humi- 
4 lating truths, which (as none ſo deeply la- 
ment them) none will more readily admit, 
than they who beſt underſtand the nature, 
and are moſt concerned for the honour of 
Chriſtianity. | We are ready to acknowledge 

| alſo, without diſpute, that the religious affec- 
tions, and the doctrine of divine aſſiſtances, 

have almoſt at all times been more or leſs 

diſgraced by the falſe pretences and extrava- 

gant conduct of wild fanatics and brain-fick 

enthuſiaſts. All this, however, is only as it 
happens: in other inſtances, wherein the de- 
vity of man perverts the bounty of God. 

Ny 18 it here only to be made an argument, | 
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| OBJECTION Discuss D. 


that chere is ee, wo A busen aero 
tive bes, S e in dhe — or 
moral world. I for an inſtance the 


powers and properties of matter. Theſe were 


doubtleſs qeſigned by Providence for. our 
3 + and wel- being; : . 51 are 0 ften 


* 
2 


. roy 2 del 3 b corrupt.” 
ed become the worſt; a maxim Which 18 


eſpecially juſt i in the Fl ey of A 
For in this caſe 1 it is not merely, as in ſom 

| others, that a great, power, When e 
dufly applied, muſt be hurtful i in proportion 
to its ſtreng th ; but that the, very. principle 
on which in Seneral we depend for reſtrain- 
ing and retarding the Progreſs of evil, not 
only ceaſes to interpoſe any kindly check, bu it 

' actively operative 1 in the oppofite diredlion. 
But Will you therefore diſcard Religion 
altogether ? ? The experiment 5 Was e 
tried ina nei ighbouring country, and Yrofeſl- 


- 


edly on this very. ground. . The effects how- 
ever with whack it was attended, do r not muc 
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encourage its repetition. But ſup poſe Reli 
gion were Wiſeartied: then Liberty ws to 


Neue the world ; a power "which "thou; 
| when 


og 


* 


and-bappineſss bas be 5 | 


eee hi very inſtance nn oh: hs 1 
when ae of, becoming. infniteng mile, 


18. Well then, e. Liberty. 
Then — abuſed by falſe pretenders, 

han Patriotiſm?: well, extinguiſh Patrigtiſm. 
But then the wicked. career to which we 
Hav Averted, u wy been n * 


might you 'praceed 294 E xtingiiſh-one. eps 
Reaſon and Speech, and Memory, and all the 
diſcriminating prexogatives of man. Hut par- 
bapsmore 2 than enough has been already urged, 
in reply to an objeftion, which bottoms on 
| — 4 ſo indefenſihle as chat Which Would 
equally warrant; gur condemning; any Phy- 
foal or moral faculty altogether, A} ee 


| of its being oecaſ nally abuſed. BY 


As to the poſition of our ie dt 
mcd way whereby the validity of any 
1 En ions tO the religious affections. ay be 
+; it muſt partly be admitted. Doubt- 
leis we are notable always to read the hearts 
__ of men, and to diſcover their real characters; 
and hence it is; that we in ſorne meaſure lie 


open to the falſe and hypocritical pretences 
1 zh # 2 "IA f | eLences: 
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12 many falſe and dre to 
_ wiſdom and honeſty, would prove that there 


can be no ſuch hits as a wiſe or an — 


wy en theſe im 


man. We do not argue thus but where our 
BIEN under a corrupt bias. Why ſhou * 
we be ſo much ſurpriaed and ſcandalized, 
poſtors are detected in the 
church of Chriſt? It is no more than our 
bleſſed Maſter himſelf taught us to expect; 
and when the old difficulty is ſtated, „ didſt 
thou not ſow good ſeed in thy field, whence 
« then hath it 'tares?” his oyn anſwer fur- 
niſhes the beſt ſolution, “ an enemy hath 
« done this.” — Hypocriſy is indeed deteſtable, 
and enthuſiaſm ſufficiently miſchievous to 


juſtify our guarding againſt its approaches 


with jealous care. Vet it may not be im- 
proper to take this occaſion for obſerving, 
that we are now and then apt to draw too 


unfavourable concluſions from e ee e _ 


pearances which may perhaps be e 


altogether owing to groſs or confuſed con- 
ceptions, or to a diſguſting formality of de- 
meanor, or to indeterminate, low, or impro- 


_ perly familiar expreſſions. The mode! and 


language in which a vulgar man will ex- 
preſs himſelf on the ſubject of Religion, 


will probably be vulgar, and it is difficult 


for people of literature and reſinement not | 
to be an, * by ſuch vul- 
„„ * 


ed that he had come (to the learned and 
accompliſhed Grecians 700) not 3 e 
*'cellency of ſpeech, or the wiſdom of 
words.“ From theſe he had ſtudiouſly 


ahſtained, leſt he ſhould have ſeemed to owe 


his ſucceſs rather to the graces of oratory, 
than to che efficacy of his doctrines, and to 
the divine power with which they were ac- 
| companied. Even in our own times, when, 


the extraordinary operations, and miraculous 85 


gifts of the Holy Spirit having ceaſed, the ne- 
| ceſlity. of ſtudy. and preparation, and of atten- 
tion to manner as well as matter, in order to 


qualify men to become teachers of religion, | 


are no longer ſuperſeded. Yet it is no more 
than an act of juſtice explicitly to remark, that 
a body of Chriſtians, which from the pecu- 


0 Harly offenſive. groſſneſſes of language 1 in, uſe 


amongthem, had, not without reaſon, excited 


ſuſpicions. of the. very worſt nature, have 
d their character 7 2 and have 


© (3) Vide wehre, of Welt India merchants to the 


ouch deer = Foros an ” Apott who de- ; 
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_ Admiſſon of the Paſßoun into Religion." 
IE obj ſechion of our Opponent, that by 


infi ſting « on he obligatioh of making our blet- 


gious affec- 


fed Saviour the object of e our reli 181 


tions, We are degrading Yo 
derſtanding, and are Hitting and 185 


One 


up a ſet of mere feelings 1 in its ftead, is one 


which deſerves our moſt {crious ore ratin, 
If it be juſt, it is devifive; for ours " inuſt be 
unqueſtionably. A rea aſonable ſer vic 5. 


c 
The Ohj ector muſt? mean, "either, that thts 
alto are unreaſonable in thernſelves, "1 


that they are Taiſplaced 1 in "religion. "He can 
| ſcarcely however intend that the WReAidiis 
are in their own nature d ünreaſon ABLE: 8 "To 
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a ichab bur bleſſed Sawieur B. not tlie proper 
object of them. The ſtrain of our Objecterꝰ 
language, no leſs than the' 16bjeaivtis them= 

ſelves which he has urged, render it evident 

that” (perhaps without excluding the latter 


aug the former is in Fall polieffiort of li 
_= bs 8 WAL 24} 115 „ee 43 1 18 


This e af the ate being, out 'o : 


ace in Religion, is indeed an opinion n which 


appeats to be generally prevalent... "The af. 


ns are Bos en as the ſtrong holds of 
It i = therefore Fac moſt ex- 

prudent generals ure uſed to 
do, when . the fortreſs, or ſpike up 
the carmon which are likely to fall into the 
— of an enemy. Mankind is apt to be 


che dupes of miſapplied terms; and the pro. : 


greſs of the perſuaſion. now in queſtion, "has 
been conſiderably aided by an abuſe of lan- 
_ gangs, my Guſſet checked in its firſt ad 

pecies of Religion 
might baden ths . 
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CHAP, ate kind, has been 6 2 
diſturbance, to uſurp to itſelf the epithet of 


OBJ ECT 100 DISC1 1 


Ba Ks FL "#4 


fered almoſt | with out 


SD, rational. But let not this claim be too haſ- 


tily admitted. Let the poſition in queſ 


be thoroughly and. impartially diſcuſſed, anal 
it will appear, 1 . 


| and en error. If amputation be in. 


iſtake not, to be a groſs 


4 4 wy 


ble, we muſt ſubmit to it 
but we may. paw expect to be heard with 
patience, or rather with favour and i 


gence, while we proceed to ſhew that there 


is no need to have recourſe to ſo deſperate a 
remedy. The diſeuſſion will neceſſarily draw 


us into length. But our prolixity will not 
be greater than may well be claimed by the 


importance of the ſubject, eſpecially as it 


ſcarcely ſeems to Me hitherto, ſufficiently 


engaged the attention of writers on the fub- 


Jett of Religion. 4 „ 1 $ 


It cannot. methinks . abord 4 W 


able preſumption againſt, the doctrine which 
we are about to combat, that it propoſes to 


exclude at once from the ſervice of Religion 7 


ſo grand a part of the compoſition of man: ; 
that in this our nobleſt employment it con- 
demns as worſe than uſeleſs, all the moſt ac- 


diples of our nature. 


tive and operative pri 


One cannot but ſuppoſe that like the organs 
of the body, ſo the elementary qualities and 
2 phos: of; the mind were all * 


2 | 7 us. 
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es by our a altwids my ter. 
e is; indeed one of hs fadeviderices of . _ | 


- 
Ke 


pe XV _— ernannt and kebellitg in . 
he 66 #1 reaſon” and conſcienee; to 40) 
hould be ſubject. But even if 
1 — ſilent, natural reaſon 
might Hiawibi in ſome degree preſumed, that it 
would-be: the effect of a Religion which 
dhould come from God, completely to repair 
the conſequences of our ſuperindueed deprat 
vity. The ſchemes of mere human wiſdom 
had indeed tacitly: confeſſed, that this was a 
taſk beyond their ſtrength. Of the two 
moſt en ſyſtems of philoſophy, the 
one expreſsly confirmed the uſurpation of the 
. paſliohs ; while the other, deſpairing of being 
able to regulate, ſaw nothing left hut to ex 
tinguiſh them. The former acted like 4 
wWwoeak government, which gives independence | 
© to:a)rebelliqus:province, which it cannot re- 
duce. The nnen ! its boaſted heme 
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| licys ke the troubles of 4 tire 
bulent land by the extermination 
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. Se any ſack: red dae 

9 nor in fact does ſhe conde! eld 5 2 | s 
They only; thus undervalue her; ſtrength, 
Who miſtake her character, pes are again 
15 a Powers. to hee | peculiz 75 1 


| 2 be reſtored to 
the true ends of his being, and be dex tec 
entire and harmonious, 10 the ce and 
re of God. „ My ſon, give me tharic : 
$$, heart? Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
made © on u; ind eee, | 
ſoareely indeed look into any part of the ſacred 
volume iwithout::meeting! abundant proofs, 
that it is the religion of the Affe Which 
Sod particularly requires. Love, Zeal; Gras 
titude, Joy, Hope, Truſt; are each of them 
| ſpeciſied: and are not allowed to us as weak- 
neſſes, but amhoined an us as our bounden 
duty, and commended ta us as ou acceptable 
worſhip. Where. paſſages are reer ue 
there would be no end of particular eitatic 
Let it be ſufficient therefore j, ee ras 0 | 


reader. to the word of 3 — 
obſerve too, that as the 4; 


n be paſſions 


r DNS, 


= — yy — Pre: rom 5 
awayodf the heurtepf iſtone aue ee 2 
ing of a warmer arid more teader: matured 


"2 . ; 8 5 ” 
06:kis/ returning fab our, andithe Work of his 


renewing grace. It is e eee e 
fpired tæabherʒ in behalf of thoſe for wHom he 
. ͤ —— | 

thyoack owledged tobe great might abòund 
"Fer any acm Ra oa 


5 ae ner, to aſfec 
tions, and to maintain them in 3 
aging 


1 0ſt nt of — 
Characters, 3 them warm, zealous, > 
and affeftionate;}:i When , 104 : 
favourite work of celebrating the i 
of their Suprbme BenefaQor, their ſouls ! — 


peur to burh within therm, their hearts Kimile 


into rapture; the powets of language are in- 
adequate to the e ion of cher trunſports; 
und they call on all nature to ſu ell cs choru 
and to unite with them in balletaſabs 1 
SRD 63 - gratitude, 


— hong 2— | 
in theſe glowing effuſions; and his campo 
ſitions appear to have been given us in order 


to ſet the mie it were, to- all iſuccceding 


— — — v v 8 
himſelf warmed with the ſame heavenly | 
flame) tt in the languags of tbis divine bool 
was th. — — affered 
age. tr Ae whidsi 120 plead: Ge tid 
22 mor of fine Gentil PR his 
If — — Was; this — of Ki 16 
— m — ws or was it nat only that 


his affecting n — 8 nab ated into the 
ſervice of his bleſſed Maſter. His: zeal-now | 
| burned even with an increaſe of bri 
10 intenſeneſs, no continuance eue 
ing could allay its ardar” ar damp the fervors 
of his ttiumphant exultations. Finally 


The worſhip and ſerviceof the glorified ſpirit 
in Heaven, is not repreſe us 


antellectual invei eee | 
and: ſervice. of — and love. + Ol: 
ſurely it: will not. be diſputed, | 
he eyen here the humble Kndeviipur; os thoſ 


3 


16- 200 iets fs Dr. Honk. 81 CC 
| 51111812 a + 2 E | a 


«>, 


the Kitts ITT to bring chifhr | 
5 4 e in Yule 


- & ? ＋ * 8 
MERE 7: 514 


we 


AIR an! M 


it m 570 0 be e ehe For hi True Teſt 
writer Rene to guard againſt”? a miſtaken fup- furs of the 
poſition, from Which che mind of our Objec- 
tor "by no means appears exempt, that the 
force of the religious affections is to 5 
mainly eftimiatel 1 had almoſt faidÞ * 
thermometer) by the degree of mere 4255 
fervor, by ardots, and 5 and raptu 


of which, from conſtitutional e 


a perſon may be caffly re ee or 1 
which daily 2 


perience muſt convince us 
that people of ſtrong conceptions. PEE at or 
warm paſſions may work themſelves without 
much difficulty, where their hearts are by no | 
means truly or deeply intereſted. Eve 
tolerable aQor can atteſt the truth of this 
remark. Theſe high degrees of the paſſions 
8 ne — may experience, good men may 

| They may be affected; they may be 
e j bat. Whether genuine or affected, 
they form not the true ſtandard by Which 
the real nature or ſtrength of the religious 
affeQions is to be determined, To aſcertain 
tt | ” eſe Points, we muſt examine, whether theß 


A r e t abject 


manif Id excellenges, of, their 
| „91. 1 n Ing, 
3 — land eaſy, or 
conſtrained and eee 30 wakeful 24 apt: 5 
elighting in their 
N in riment (if Why. expreſſion .4 a8 d 
allowed)the exerciſes, of prayer and praiſe, 
: Jeligious Contemplation; 0 voluntarily 
omitting. 10 dk 00 A 5 1 it, 


680 tion, wn 
com e ' fs = 
Naa! . 4 8 cee 
las 

eve gr t 


——— e ah eee which | 
15 their origin and nature, and tendency, they 

ee eee if the vic 
tory be 2 Fa, 8 the war ig at leaſt 
conſtant 3 and breach - ixxgconcilable ; | 
whethe "they — . and regulate all ;the 
inferior : appetites, A and defires . which are. cul- ; 
pa ble. only in their excels, thus ſtriving to 
_— en in the. bolom © "with. a; Tiled undiſputed 
, 13 es 7 ener whether above 

all, they maniſeſt themſelves by. prompting 


to, the active ah ſcharge of the duties of life, 


the 
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eas date 


eee, . = evil. duties 


mankind, arg ee by ubordinat.s mo- 

b All Profe: other: than: 70 
This, his nl e eber e Ss | 
| Readon,vr-from Serjpture;/is al fue infallible 
 Frikenions:;; From the daily, incidents of con- 
gal and domeſtic hikes. We. learn that a heat 


H in and te ud andi c well 
Vith a courſe of conduct, exhibiting 5 
teſtible proofs of neglect and Wr 
But the paſſion which alone the Holy Scrip- 
tures dignify with the name of Love, is 
nen ieee a fixed and p 


thevalidty of ts de, by action correſpond 
ing with its nature, hy practical endea. 


to gratify the wiſhes and to promote the inte- 
_ reſts. of the object of affection. If a man 
jove me, he will keep my ſayings.” This 
Has the love of Goch that we keep his com- 

ü nents,” This therefore is the beſt 
eee eee e qua- 
ity being aſcertained, to eſtimate the * 
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finitely varying circum 


o erton discuss D. 


of the religious affections. Without Kring 
ourſelves to derive too er complacency 


from Ann fervors of devotion, we ſhould 
this less dubitable teſt; impartia 


our daily conduct; and often Telnparing our 
actual, with our poſſible ſervices, the fair 


amount of our exertions, with our natural or 


acquired means and opport kities Of fekt. 


neſs. After this large explanation, the pro- 


lixity of which will we grips be pardoned on 
account of the importance of the ſubject, and 
the danger of — both on the right 
hand and on the left, we are perfectly ready 
to: concede to the Objector, whoſe arguments 
we have ſo long been conſidering, that the 
religious affections muſt be expected to be 
more or leſs lively in different men, and in 


the ſame man at different times, in propor- 


tion to natural tempers, ages, ſituations, and 
habits of life. But, to found an objection on 
this ground, would be as unreaſonable as it 
were altogether to deny the obligation of the 


precepts Which command us to relieve tha 


neceſſities of the indigent, becauſe the in- 


tances of mankind 
muſt render it impoſſible to ſpecify before- 
hand the ſum which each individual ought on 


dhe whole to allot to this purpoſe, or to fix 
6 * * inſtance, on' any — | 
ate 


Ses 


te m ? Inge mode of - contribution. SECT. 
To the one cuſe no leſs than to the other, It. 
| EY apply che maxim of an eminent * 
ter; „An honeſt heart is the beſt ca- 1 
Aſuiſt.“ He who every where but in Re- 
| ligion | is warm and animated, there only 
| natic and cold, can hardly expect (eſpe- 
— nas khis coldneſs be not the ſubject of 
unfeigned humiliation and ſorrow) that his 
plea on the ground of natural temper ſhould 
be admitted, any more than that of a perſon 
who ſhould urge his poverty as a juſtifica- 
e of his not relieving the wants of the 
net 5 lil he ety time that he ſhould 
be launching out into expence without re- 
reſtraint, on occaſions in which he Thould be 
really prom teck by his inclinations. © In both 
caſes," it is the wrl/mg mind which is re- 
* quired.” Where that is found, (every 
4 män will be judged according — 
* hath, n not r to en he m 
ee *. * : . Fo 


Alter the dec ifive 88258 ha TOO. | 
from the word of God, of the unreaſonable- 
neſs of the objeckion to the admiſſion of the 
| paſſions _ into Religion, all farther | Argue 
ments may appear ſuperfluous to any one 
FE who is is diſpoſed to bow to ſcriptural au- 
f thorky. 84 the Point is of fo UN” im- 
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Un, 


Te affec- 


tions not 


merely al- 


low able 1 in 
Relig TION 5 


but Highly 
necciiarys 


man, is nof 2 being « of n mere. intetteQ.”' 


| might. dai 
of. appetite is often abl 72 3 draw us to. ac 


portance,: a it ts. wg f. 


„ regarded, that it may not be 0 us t n 


tinne "the, diſcuſſion. The beſt, reſults of 
our underſtanding wall hade wn 40 fallin 
with what nee appears, 10 be the autho- 


Religion, will prove — not 


ſober. reaſon may permit, a8 in "Meck for 
allowable but; to be that, Which ſhe clearly 
and ſtrongly: dictates to our deliberate. judg 
ments, as being what the girgumſtances of 
our natural condition. indiſpenſably mu 
We havg every one of anerk. o. agg 
pliſh, herein our ete mal intereſts a 9 N. 
ſtake. a; Work to which we, Ae Ne 


indiſpoſed. We..live in a World abopading | 
with objects which diſtract gur attention and 


divert our endeavours; a ene ee 
is ever at hand to ſeduce. and beguile us, If 

we perſeyere indeed, ſucceſs. is Certain ; but 
our efforts muſt know no remiſſion. -Lhere 


is a, call on us for vigorous and 7 8 


reſolution, ſelf- denial, and. aptivity 


v3 J HQUIYIIO 10 115 ; 


Video TR proboque, deteriora ſequor, | 1 
. com laint which, n We all of us: 
12 Atte. The Aoi {ol icitation 


in oppoſition to our cleateſt judgement, our 
eee 1 and moſt reſolute determi- 
. nations. . 


4 


* 


| -OKJ2CTION \DISOVSSED. 
inte povartys! diſgrace; and 
itſelf, ſometimes in vain 
regards ; they are all excluded 
_ Sola, the! mee thruſt as it were be- 
yond-the ſphere of vifion by ſome poor un. 
titial tranſient object; o minute and 


 contemptible/as alinoit to eccape he notice 


0 Lire eye ho eons 189" L 15 241 Be RE we 61473 


oY fervations are mabte” Nieikinglz 
confitrnied' Os PRA ious concerns Wan in 


any other; ate n them the intereſts at 
fake are of tranſcendent importance; but | 


2 in every inſtance accord- 
ne 0 its meafure, "wherein there is a call 


ike? f from which any one is likely to be 


| Hiikitions''6f pleaſure. What then is to be 


doné in the caſe of any ſuch *arduous and 


neceſſary undertaking? The anſwer is obvi- 


Viilor the underſtanding, but alſo to affect the 
heart; and for this hd; you muſt ſecure the 


reinforcement of the paſſions. This is indeed f 


_ thecourſe Which would be naturally followed 
by y every man of common underſtanding, who 
Would know that ſome one for whom, he 


1 broth, vete "out to enter on a long, 


a 8 


"and : critical "adventure, 
wherein 


is, painful, and continued exer- 


terted by obſtacles, or ſeduced by the ſo 


You ſhould endeavour not only to con- 


ors "deep ly intereſted,” 4 child, for inſtance, 


ser. 


III. : 
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wherein ſucceſs'was'to be h 
ence; defeat was to be contempt and ruin. 
And ſtill more, if the parent were convinced 


. OBJECTION DISCUSSED. i 
In zur. and: . 


that his child poſſeſſed faculties which, ſtre- 
nuouſly and unremittingly exerted, would 
prove equal to all the exigences of the en- 
terprize, but kne him alſo to be volatile and 
inconſtant, and had reaſon to doubt his reſolu- 
tion and his vigilance; how would the friendl7 


monitor's endeavour be redoubled, ſo to poſſeſs 


his pupil's mind with the worth and dignity 
of the undertaking, that there ſhould be no 
opening for the entrance of any inferior con- 
fideration—* Weigh well (he would ſay) 
& the value of the object for which you are 
6 about to, contend, and contemplate. and 
« ſtudy 1 its Various excellences, till your, whole 
« ſoul be on fire for its acquiſition. Conſider 


« too, that, if you fail, miſery and infamy ars 


f « united in the alternative, which. awaits vou. 5 


2 * crown vou wit 


Let not the miſtaken notion af its being 
« a ſafe and eaſy ſervice, for a moment be- 
4 guile you into the diſcontinuance or re-: 

miſſion of your | efforts. Be aware of 
10 your iminent danger, and at the 


« time know. your true ſecurity. _ It 18 a fer; "= 


« vice of labour. and peril ; but one wherein 


« „the powers which you poſſeſs ſtrenuouſly 


* 


tt and perſeveringly exerted, cannot but 
VS Wa Jo 1 
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E your y cap are — 1 ende let 
the animating view rekindle your reſolu- 
tion, and call forth in neee e Ano the 

* fainting'energies of your-foul,” |» 4717 


It was the remark of an unerring eber 
er, The children of this world are wiſer 


% in generation than the children of 
* kay And it is indiſputably true, that 


irſt to the dreadful conſe- rer. 


IIs: 


in religion we have to argue and plead with ; 


men for principles of action, the wiſdom arid 


expediency: of Which are univerſally acknow- 
ledged 1 in matters of worldly y Concern. * So it 
is in the inſtance before us. The gaſe which 
has been juſt deſcribed, is an: exact, but a 


faint repreſentation of our condition in this 


life. Frail and © infirm of purpoſe,” we 
have a buſineſs to execute of ſupreme and in- 
diſpenſable neceſſity. Solicitations to ne- 
glect it, every where abound; the difficulties 
and dangers are numerous and urgent; and 
the night of death cometh, how ſoon we know 
not,“ when no man can work.“ All this 
is granted. It ſeems to be à ſtate of things 
wherein one ſhould look out with ſolicitude 
for ſome powerful ſtimulants. Mere know- 
edge 16 — too weak.” The affec- 
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_ reaſonably as well as kindly : 
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tions alone remain to fupply the deficithiey; 
They preciſely meet the occaſion, and fuit 
the purpoſes intended. Net, hen we pro 


poſe to fit ourſelves for our great undertaking; 


by calling them in to our help, we are to be 
told that we are acting contrary to reaſon. 


Is this reaſonable, to ſtrip us firſt of our ar- 


mour of proof, and then to ſend us to the 
ſharpeſt of encounters N To. ſummon us to 
the ſevereſt labourg, but firſt to rob us of the 
precious cordials Which ſhould, bene a 
Ae s, and recruit. our ſtrengtͤh? A 
Let theſe pretended advocates foo: reaſon 5 

length then confeſs their folly, and do juſtice 
to the ſuper or wiſdom a8 well as. 20 ines 


derſtanding our true condition, and knowing 


our frowardneſs and inadvertency, has, moſt 


enjoined on us the uſe of thoſe aids which 
may counteract our infirmities; who: com- 
—_— the effect, has commanded alſo the 
| ereby” it my be e 818 


"Ad: now, if the "rs of the eien 


eee in general, be at length ſbe wu to 


be conformable to reaſon, it will not require 
many words to prove that our bleſſed Saviour 
is the proper object f them. Went 
thay Jovgrgratitngh, joy, hopes traſt, the af. 


CT 817 . | kections 
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| not naked, it e. af dere o 
expect that the correſpondent paſſions ſhould 
be excited. If we aſk for love, in the 
caſe of an object which has no excellence 
or deſirableneſs 3. for gratitude, where no 
obligation has been conferred; for joy, 
where there ig no juſt cauſe of ſelf-congra- 
tulation; for hope, Where nothing is expect - 
ed; for truſt, where there exiſts no ground 
of reliance; then indeed, we muſt, kiſs the 
rod, and + patiently. ſubmit to correction. 
This would be indeed Egyptian bondage, to 
demand the effects without the means of 
a them. Is the caſe then ſo? Are 
we ready to adopt the language of the avow- 
ed. enemies of our adorable Saviour; and 
again to ſay of him * in whom dwelt all 
« "the fallncf of the Godhead bodily,” that 
6 he hath no form nor comelineſs; and when 
„ W ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty that 
e ſhould deſire him *. Is it no obliga- 
tion, that he Who thought it not robber 
e with a eee > 
| pe i hun dhe 0 m of. 2 ſe 
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cnay. * and be made in the likeneſs of men; and 
III. humble himſelf, and become obedient unto 
„ death, even the death of the croſs * 18 
it no cauſe of joy, that to us is born a Sa- 
viour +”, by whom we may be delivered 
from the power of darkneſs; and be * made 
[4 4 meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
-*the faints in lightf”? Can there be a 
© hope comparable to that of our calling 8 
Which is Chriſt in us, the hope of glory C.” 
Can there be a rruſt to be preferred to the 
reliance on * Chriſt Jeſus; who is the ſame 
« yeſterday, to-day and for ever *#,” Surely, 
if our Opponent be not dead to every generous 
emotion, he cannot look his own obj ection in 


the face, without a bluſh" of ſhame SO in- 
ne. = | 


| 'Szcr.. 11. 5 

ig enfiders ation of. the Reaſonableneſs. of 4 22 

towards an inviſible Being .) 
The Aﬀec- | Bur forced at laſt'to retreat from his fa- 
wt vourable poſition, and compelled to acknow- 
ON ledge that the religious affections towards 
wig our bleſſed Saviour, are not unreaſonable; he 
ſtill however maintains the combat, ſug- 
geſting that by the very conſtitution of our 
nature, we are not ſuſceptible of them 8 
* Philip. li. 6, 7, 8. 1 Col. i. 2. Col. i. 27. f 
+ Luke, ii, 10, 11. 3 18. — xiii, S. 


Ge one uss. ; 
ds an inviſible Being; : in whoſe caſe, it 


Vill be added; we are ſhut out from all thoſe . _ 
- means of communication and intercourſe, | 


99 
5 


ee. 


Which knit and cement the union * 


man and man. 


F 
1 * 


We mean not to VETS chk ci; is Gia 
thing 3 in this objection. It might even ſeem 
to plead the authority of Scripture in its fa- 

| . If ye love not your brother whom 
ye have ſeen, how can ye love God whom 
* vou have not ſeen WE And it was ind 


no new remark 1 in Horace 8 days, 


\... Segnius i irritant animos demiſſa per auen 
um que ſunt eculis ſubjea ae 9 8 


We. receive. impreſſions more readily f 


viſible objects, we feel them more — 5 
and retain them more durably. But though 


it muſt be Sranted that this circumſtance 
makes it a more difficult taſk to preſerve the 
affections in queſtion i in a healthful and vi- 
gorous ſtate ; ; is it thereby rendered impoſ- 

fible? This were indeed a moſt precipitate 


ve. 


concluſion ; and any one who ſhould be diſ- 25 


poſed to admit the truth of it, might be at | 


teaſt induced to heſitate, when he ſhould re- 
fle& that the argument applies equally againſt 


the poſſibility of the love of God, a duty of = 
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ture, if he admits its divine: authority, can 

not but acknowledge the indiſpenſable bn. 
Sation. But we need only look back to tlie 
Scripture proofs which have been lately ad- 
duced, to be convinced that the ba af. 


* Eine are therein inculcated on us, as 


| F 
e 


A. matter of high and ferious teren. 


Hence we, may be aſſured that the 1 impoſſi- 


n ſtated by our Opponent does not ———5 


Let us ſervitinize! this matter, How: ever, 


a Httle more minutely, and we ſhall be com— 


pelled to acknowledge, though the concluſion 


may make againſt ourſelves, that the objec- 
| tion 22 When we fairly and accurately 


nveſtigate the circumſtances of the caſe. 

Wan eee, let us look a little into the 
[was the affections of the human mind, 
and endeavour to aſcertain' whente it is that 


they derive: their nutriment, and are found 


from experience t 9 Increaſe.) m ſtrength. 


w $4 2 Es 


The ſtate of 3 man is fach, that his Felings 
are not the obedient ſervants of his reaſon, 
prompt at once, to follow its, dictates as to 
their direction, and their meaſure, Excel- 
lence is the "tt object of love; good in ex- 
bey, of hope; evil to be apprehended, 


of fear; Our fellow creatures misfortunes, 


and ſufferings, conſtitute the juſt objects of 
pity. Each of theſs : paſſions, it might be 
7270 thought, 


OBJECTION, DISEVS3BD®. n 
ee provi etege nee . = 
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of 3 We fend int fl la 0 err art 
hiſs emotion than ve hea de pat 
katy a ment ſirgets. che digrels of _ 
novel, which. at the ſame time we knowto. 
be fictitious, affect us mate than the: dr mar 
rative of à battle. We legome. much in- 
tereſted by theſe incidents ae 
tion (aware all the while that they arg 
ly ſuch) that we cannot ſpeedily hauiſh . 
— ughts, or recover the tone ef 
umds „% and often, we ſcareely bring . 
3 to. lay down our book at the call: of : 
fortune, of which we.g9.pethaps te 

3 chats eee a principle of. duty, but with 
little ſenſe of | intereſt or emotion ef tender - 


neſs. It were ealy; to ſhew that it is much 
the ſame in the caſe of the other affe 


Whatever be the cauſe of this diſproportion, ; 
which (as metaphyſics fall not within our 
province) we ſhall not ſtop to examine, the 

fact is undeniable. There appears naturally, 

to be a certain ſtrangeneſs between the paſs 


fon and its jet, which farnitiatity and the = - 
power of habit "muſt and overcome. ' 


You 


10 


en 155 Vou muſt contrive t6 bring 
08 


| ſugge 


oserien DISCUSSED. _ 


em into Hoſe : 
contact; they muſt be jointed and glued to- 
gether: by the particularities of little inci- 


dents. - Thus in the production of heat in 


the phyſical world; the flint and the ſteel 


produce not the effect without colliſion; the 


rudeſt Barbarian will tell us the neceſſity of 
attrition, and the chemiſt of mixture. Now, 
an object it is admitted, is brought into 22 


contact ard its correſponding paſſion, by 


converſed with. This we 


1 


gans 05 way; but does it follow that 


there is no other? To aſſert this, would be 


bare Mur maintaining, in contradiction 


rietice, that objects of viſion 
alone are capable of attracting our regard. 


But nothing can be more un founded than 
ſuch a ſuppoſition. It might appear to be 


too nearly approaching to the ludicrous, to 
ſt as an example to the contrary, the 
metaphyſician's attachment to his inſubſtan- 


tial an or r the wha . e in Fo I 


PR” 
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of bling. Sb; where: 0 WIE is n 41. | 
of bringing them within the viſible diurnal 


ſphere” to the yulgarity of practical appli- 


cation. The inſtance of the novel before- 


tioi ed, Pease that 1 we e may be 8 : 
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ffected by what we know to 0 merely ssd. 
ideal incidents and beings. By much think- 11. 
ing or talking of any one; by uſing our minds 
to dwell on his excellences; by placing him 
in imaginary ſituations which intereſt and 
affect us; we ſind ourſelves becoming inſen- 
uit more and more attached to him; where-, 
as it is the ſureſt expedient for extinguiſhing 
an attachment which already exiſts, to en- 
gage in ſuch occupations or ſociety as may 
cauſe our caſual thoughts, and more fixed 
meditations to be diverted from the object 
parated from her child, eſpecially if he has 
been in (circumſtances of honour; or of dan- 
ger, to draw her attention to him, and to keep 
it in wakefulneſs and exerciſe, and ſhe will 
tell you, that fo far from becoming leſs dear, 
he appears to have grown more the object 
of her affections. She ſeems to herſelf to 
love him even better than the child who has 
been living under her roof, and has been daily; 
in her view. How does ſhe rejoice in his 
good fortune, and weep over his diſtreſſes! 
With what 1 impatience does the I aac \ 
| time of his return! 


We find thats: that Sake and Pede 
intercourſe do not ſeem neceſſary to the pro- 
ion or increaſe of attachment, where 

che means of cloſe contact have been afforded; 

| . . but 
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| merits. We aſſent to the aſſertion. But if 


| often ſeen, : 


OBJECTION DISCUSSED. 


but on che bther hand, if an object have been 
prevented from coming into cloſe cuntact, 
ſight and perſonal intercourſe are not ſuffi- 

cient to give it the power of exciting the af · 


fections in proportion to its real magnitude. 


Suppoſe the caſe of a perſon whom we have 
d may have occaſionally con- 
a With, "and of whom we have been told 
chat he poſſeſſes extraordinary 


e have n knowledge of particulars, no 


which Wings his merits home to us, they in- 


tereſt us leſs than what we know ito be a far 


inferior degree 12 the very ſame qualities 
in one of our common aſſociates. A parent 
has ſeveral childr en, all donſtantlv u p 


one of them be taken ill, it is brought into fo 
much cleſer contact than before, that it ſeems 


to bene and engroſs the parent! 's whole affec= 


Thus then, though-it will not be de- 
ad chat an object by being viſible may 


thereby excite” its correſponding affection 


with more facility ;' yet this is manifeſtly far 


from being the prime conſideration. And 


ſo, far, are we from being the ſlaves of the 


| ſenſe of viſion, - that a familiar acquaintance | 


with. the intrinſic excellences of an object, 5 


4 wi it muſt by n by the power of 


* | 


03320710N: DISCUSSED. = - ag 


nder us almoſt» inſenſihle to the - 
e which, its out 


ward. form conveys, 
pe able entirely to loſe. a pMaſr in eI of | 
an unſightly exterior. 9 Jen inen, 
We may be pe nittei | 


foregoing obſervations furniſhan explanation 
leſs diſcreditable than that which has been 
ſometimes giuen, of an undoubted phænome- 
non in the human mind, that the greateſt pub- 
nic misfortunes; however the underſtanding 
may lecture, are apt really to affect our feelings 
leſs than the moſt trivial diſaſter which — 
pets) to burſelves. An eminent a writer 
ſcarcely overſtated the point When he ob- 
fer ved, that it would. occaſion a man of 
„ humanity more real diſturbance to know 
that he was the next morning to loſe his 
little finger, than to hear that the great 
„empire of China had been ſuddenly ſwal- 
lowed up by an earthquake. The thoughts 
Jof the former, would keep him awake all 
* night; in the latter caſe, after making 
many melancholy reflections on the pre- 
4 cariouſneſs of human life, and the ny : 
4 f all the labours of man which could be 
* thus annihilated in a moment; a. 
ſpeculation too perhaps on the cauſes 
aſter, and its effects in the politi- 
cal and commercial world, he would pur- 
000 Dr. ee e eee 
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« ſue his buſineſs or his pleafure with the 
ſame eaſe and tranquillity as if no ſuch 
< accident had happened; anch fore ar night 
« with the moſt profound ſerenity over the 
ruin of a hundred million of his fellow 
<« ereatures. Selſiſhneſs is not the an of 
e chis, for the moſt unfeeling brute on earth 

« would ſurely think nothing of the loſs of a 
« finger, if he could thereby prevent ſo dread- 
ful a calamity.” This doctrine of contact 
which has been opened above, affords a ſatis- 


factory ſolution; and from all which has been 


taid (the writer has reaſon perhaps to apolo- 
gize for the length of the en the cir- 
cumſtances by which the affetans of the 
mind towards any particular ene gene- 
rated and ſtrengthened, may be eaſily col- 
lected. The chief of theſe appear to be, 


_ whatever tends to give a diſtin&t and lively 


impreſſion c of the object, hy ſetting before us 


its minute parts, and by often drawing to- 
wards it the thoughts and affections, ſo as to 
inveſt it by degrees with a conſirmed aicgi- 
dancy: whatever tends to excite and to 


WP. 
in exerciſe a lively intereſt in its behalf; ; in 
other words; full knowledge, diſtinct and fre- 


quent mental entertainment, and pathetic con- 
templations. Suppoſing theſe means to have 

been uſed in any given degree, it may be ex- 
pected, that they will be more or leſs effica- 
cious in proportion as the intrinſic qualities 


s 0djzerTION DISCUSSED. 
of the object afford greater or leſs ſcope 


for their operation, and more or fewer ma- 


terials with which to work. Can it then 
be conceived, that they will be of no avail 
when ſteadily practiſed in the caſe of our Re- 
deemer! If the principles of love, and grati- 
tude, and joy, and hope, and truſt, are not 
. utterly extin& within us, they cannot but be 
called forth by the various ' correſponding | 
objects which that bleſſed contemplation 
would gradually bring forth to our view. 
Well might the language of the apoſtle be 
addreſſed to Chriſtians, <« Whom having 2 
_ * ſeen ye love; in whom, though now ye fee 
nim not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
1 ſpeakable, and full of or) ee Wt 


Bur freſh ended e pour in to SPY 8 


in this inſtance, the pleaof its being impoſſible 


to love an inviſible being, ſtil more invalid. gets. 
Our bleſſed Saviour if we may be permitted ſo 3 

to ſay, is not removed far from us; and the 

various relations in which we ſtand towards 

him, ſeem purpoſely made known to us, in 


connection with him, and conſequent occa- 
ſions of cor 
not himſelf to us dark with exceſſive 
* brightneſs,” ' but 1 is let down as it were to 
: i 164 120. Rp 1 Pet. i. 8. J SEL LY 


tinual intercourſe. He exhibits 
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Me ee FR We 
may not think that he is incapa ble 

entering into. our üttle c concerns, and Hmpa- 
thizing with them; for we are graciouſly 
aſſured that he is not one. © & who, cannot be 


wo touched, with, the feeling of our infirmities, 


L having been in, all points, tempted; like 1 
e are n. „The figures under which he he 
ns repreſented, are ſuch as convey ideas of the 
utmoſt tenderneſs, 9 4. He hall feed, his flock 
like a ſhepherd; he ſhall gather the lambs 1 in 
« his arm, and ſhall carry them an, his boſom, 
and ſhall Brody. lead thoſe: that are with 
* young H.“ * They ſhall | Not: hunger 
nor thürſt, "neither ſhall, the, heat nor 
<« ſun ſmite them; for he that bath, merey 
< on them, ſhall lead them, even by the 
< ſprings of water. ſhall he guide them.“ 
I will not leave you orphans / us One of 
his laſt conſolatory declarations d. The chil- 
dren of Chriſt are here ſeparated indeed from 
the perſonal view of him; but not W has! 
_ paternal affection and paternal care. Mean- 
while let them quicken their a by tha 
animating anticipation of that bleſſed day, 
when he “ Who is gone to prepare a place 
66 for eee will come wh age 
* Heb. iv. 15. =” Tfaiah, Nix. 10. bi . 
+ Icaah, l. 11. 5 John, xiv. 18% ꝶU[ü§Kꝗ 


(a) The word Comforileſs „ in the margin | 
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« unto "himſelf" Then ſhall they be ad- $5eT. 
mitted to his more immediate preſence: ut. 
No we. ſee through a glaſs darkly; but 
Athen face to face: now T know in part; 
e hut then ſhall 3 8 bento! th even as 5 am 
bark © known L.“ mags | 


- Surely. more. Has enou Fd 3 been now 
Gd to prove that this particular caſe, from 
its very nature, furniſhes the moſt abundant 
and powerful conſiderations and means for- 
exciting the feclings ; and it might be con- 
tended, without fear of refutation, that by 
the diligent and habitual uſe of thoſe conſi- 

derations and means, we might with confi- 
dent expectation of ſucceſs engage in the 
work of raifing our affections towards our 
bleſſed Saviour to a ſtate of due force and 
| activity. But, bleſſed be God, we have a 
ſtill better reliance; for the grand circum- 
ſtance of all yet remains behind, which the. 
writer has been led to defer, from his wiſh 
to contend with his opponents on their own 
ground. This circumſtance is, that here, no 
leſs than in other particulars, the Chriſtian” 8 
hope is founded, not on the ſpeculations or 
the ſtrength. of man, but on the declaration 
of Him who cannot lie, on the ee of 
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| pfr n the e ha it is one 


2 lid Et * 7 Sar: xili. 12. 


CY 
\ , 


A 
1 
0 * 


ro 


CH AP. 
n 


Vareaſon- 
able con- 
duct of our 


Objectors 


in the pre- 
tent In- 
tance. 


 onjrevton vi386 65 uh; f 
main part of the operations of the Holy 


mm. Spirit, to implant theſe heavenly principles 
zn the human mind, and to cheriſh their 
growth. We are encouraged to believe that 


in anſwer to our prayers, this aid from above 


will give efficacy to our earneſt endeavours, | 
if uſed in humble dependence on divine 
graces We may therefore with confidence 


take the means which have been ſuggeſted. 
But let us, in out turn, be permitted to aſk 


our opponents, have they humbly and per- 
ſeveringly applied for this divine ſtrength? 
or diſclaiming that affiſtance, perhaps as 
tempting them to indolence, have they been 
fo much the more ſtrenuous and ated 
in the uſe of their own unaided endeavours ? 
or rather have they not been equally negli- 


gent of both? Renouneing the one, they 
| have wholly omitted the other. But this is 
far from bes all. They even reverſe all the 


methods wh oh we hive recominended as 


being calculated to increaſe regard; and ex- | 


45 actly follow that courſe Which" would be pur- | 
8 fued by any one who' ſhould with to reduce 
„ exceſſive affection. Yet thus leaving un- 


tried all the means, which, whether from 
Reaſon or Scripture, we maintain to be ne- 
ceſſary to the production of the end, nay 
uſing ſuch as are of a directiy oppoſite. na- 


ture, theſe men . to talk to us of in- 


i Poſfihilities. 


—— otsevss kb. 


4 Wen We may rather contend that 
they furniſn a freſh proof of the ſoundneſs of 
our reaſonings. We lay it down as a fiinda= 

mental poſition, that ſpeculative 1 


alone, that mere ſuperficial. curſory conſide- 
rations, will be of no avail. Nothing is to 


be done without the gens continued uſe 
of the appointed method. I hey themſelves 
afford an inſtance of the truth of our aſſer- 
tions; and While they ſupply no argument 
againſt the efficacy of the mode preſcribed, 
they. acknowledge at leaſt hes. e are 
| ve e of ny. er 
- + Buy let us now turn our 2585 to Chriſtians 
of a higher order, to thoſe who have actually 
proved the truth of our reaſonings; who 
have not only aſſumed the name, but who have 


poſſeſſed the ſubſtance, and felt the power of - 


Chriſtianity; who though often foiled by 
their remaining corruptions, and ſhamed and 
caſt down under a ſenſe of their many im- 
perfections, have known in their better ſea- 
ſons, what it was to experience its firm 
hope, its dignified joy, its unſhaken truſt, 
its more than human conſolations. In their 
Hearts, love alſo towards their Redeemer has 


glowed; a love not ſuperficial and unmean- 


* (think pet that chis would be the fubje 
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ſulting from a kong impreffion of the wort 
of its object, and beigheened by an abiding 
ſenſe of great, unmerited, and contirivally 


accumwlating obligations; ever mahifeſting 


itſelf in acts of diligent obedience, -or of pa- 
tient ſuffering. Such was the religion of the 
holy martyrs of the 16th century, the illuſ- 


trious ornaments of the Engliſh church. 


They realized the theory which we have 


now been faintly tracing.” Look to t 
writings, and you will find that their thoughts 
and affections had been much exerciſed in 


| habitual views of the bleſſed Jede. Thus 


they uſed the required means. What were 


- the affects ? Perfecution and diſtreſs; degrada- | 
tion and contempt in vain aſſailed Wen. 


all theſe evils ſerved but to bring their affec- 
tions into cloſer contact with their object; and 
not only did their love feel no diminution or 
abatement, but it roſe to all the exigences 


of the occaſion, and burned With an increaſe 
of ardor e; and when brought forth at laſt 


to a cruel and ignominious FOMY they re. 
pined not at their fate; but rather rejoiced 
that they were counted worthiy to ſuffer for 


the name of Chriſt. By the bleſſing of God 


dhe writer might refer to fill mere recent 


00 Of true love it. may be EN er Me 
Materia alitur, et motibus excitatur, et urendo clareſcit. 
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time 8. Authorities ſhould be 8E S. 
albu * us 50 to the Apoſtle le = 
their writings, we. cold ds, oe 
tneycomr 2 Ever preſeribe to us the 
. the chief of the Chr 
tian graces; ſo on a more attentive inſpection 
of thoſe writings, we ſhall diſcover —— | 
proofs that they were themie | 
amples of their own precept3' that our r bleſſed 
Saviour was really the object of their warmeſt 
_ affeQtion, and what he had done and ſuffered 
for them the continual nee, at this TR 
ful remembrance. | Wi LS IDE LET: 


The diſpoſition. to ee in ks blk 
of nominal Chriſtians, to form a religious 
ſyſtem for themſelves, inſtead of taking it it 
= rom the word of God, 1s ftrikingly obſerv- 
able in their ſcarcely admitting, except in 
8 the moſt vague and general ſenſe, the doc- 

trine of the 1 of the Holy Spirit. * 
we look into the Scriptures ſor. (Ry Ub 
on this particular, we learn a very different 
leſſon. We are in them düſtinetiy taught, 

that of ourſelves we can da nothing; 
that © we are by nature children of wrath, 7 
and under the power of the evil ſpirit, our 

8 underſtandings being naturally dark, and our 

hearts averſe from ſpiritual things; and we 

are d Airetted to Avg for the influence of the 

. 5 . Holy 
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Holy 8 


 ev-diflipate our prejudices, to:purify our cor- 


a W and to renew us after the: 


1 ka PP ts, awe 


darkneſs, as quickening us when dead *, 
as „ delivering us from the power 9 


devil r, ” as'drawing us to God, as . tranſ- 


lating us into the kingdom of his dear 
« fon ? as \ creating: us anew in Chriſt 
. Jefus &” as < dwelling in us, and walking 


« in us 4% ſo that putting off the old 


„ man with his deeds,” we- are. to conſider 


ourſelves as © having put on the new man, 
„ which is renewed in knowledge after the 
6 image of Him that created him ;” and 


as thoſe who are to be : an habitation of 


« God through the ſpirit **. It is by this 
Divine affiſtance only that we can grow in 
Grace, and improve in all Holineſs. So ex- 
preſsly, particularly, and repeatedly does the 
word of God inculcate theſe leſſons, that one 


would think there were ſcarcely room for 


any difference of Ser e thoſe who 


hy « Eph. ji. - . No | 2 Eb. yi a 16. 188107 | 
7 Col. k 13. Pats ü. 5 Col. ili. 0 10. . is 
"2 Col. i. 13. 5 00 „ n ii. 45. cut | 
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Lads A me e repentance 1 


Almighty power. 2 Ae ene par- 

ticular graces of the Chriſtian character, 

thoſe which reſpect our duties and tempers 

towards our fellow. creatures, n Jeſs than 
thoſe” Which "have reference to the 


z1on To ho Ai Fache | 
my pet | — Seren 50 


Secripture for the production of Hol effes; 
and the withholding or withdrawing of it is 
oceaſionally threatened as a puniſhment for 
the fins of men, and as one of tlie moſt fatal 
bannen, the Divine nns 12 


The Liturgy, of the church of England 
ily agrees, with the repreſentation. which 
has been here given of the eee Y the 
word of God, Tra ar nn „ LETS . 

» (8, — Sermons nRegene- 
8 valuable compilation; and MiLowzzn's 
* Nine * 1 4 575 th r ok 


12. 


: ated 5 


mamas 


5 onar. Maier rs. 66, eee e ee 


> 2 * 4 1 * * 8 P 1 4 ” * 8 2 » 2 8 * pag ad : * ER 4 If 
L * IEG [> TELE” CHAEE I T EEE DE 3107 303-418 $6- 0 


nie Gs v3 8 E C Ty IV. 15 ee hs 


S ; 
SIS <4 © * 2 „ 41 814 141 13 th 5 FAS. lf 
2 


d fs pr r BiB / Shall 


Eri * f the terms of a ard 


Es - $34 E 35 * 24 PP 34-7 9 n | 
* 

* * + 2 A 

LEE att: 10: 4 


wes 7 rr be iden. ſo as how been, now 


of the. Holy Sean the ir Sig pen 2 _ 
congiliation to God, the purct 8 
deemer's death, and his beſt gift pay og true 


| diſciples, are too generally undervalued and 
ſlighted t if it be alſo. true, as was formerly 
| proved, that our thoughts of the bleſſed Sa- 


viour are confuſed; and faint, our affections 
towards him lang} id and lukewarm, little 
proportioned to what they, who at ſuch a price 
have been, reſcued from ruin, and endowed 
with a title to eternal glory, might be, juſtly 
expected to feel towards the Author of their 
deliverance; little proportioned to what has 


been felt by others, ranfomed from the ſame 


ruin, and pärtakers of tlie ſame inheritance : 


if this, let it be repeated, be indeed 16, let us 


not ſhut our eye 


3: agaunſt: the perception of 


7 _— ſtate; ow rather endeavour to 9 75 


the evil to its ſource. We ere 15udty"ea "Tall 


Oo HE 


Ate: to examine well our 
| Gound 4nd i hollows the . 


e put the;.conſideration... and ſole nnaty . 


ueſtion ſo important may juſtly 5 
demand, whether, in the grand concern of 


Which a 


all, the means of. a finner acceptance with 


| God, there be not reaſon to appreh DC = 


the; nominal, Chriſtians, whom wWe have been 


perficial, and confuſed, and (to ſpeak in the 


ſofteſt terms) highly dangerous notions 2. IS 5 ; 
there not cauſe to fear, that. with little more | 


than an indiſtintt, and nominal reference to 
Him who, * bore our fins, in his, own body 
son the; tree, they really reſt their eternal 
hopes on a vague, general perſuaſion, of the 
unqualified mercy. of the Supreme Being; Or 
rhat, ſtill more erroneouſly, they, rely in the 
main, on their own negative or poſitive me- 
2 rits? They can look upo 210 lives wi 
46, an, impartial, eye, and congratulate them- 
4 ſelves on their inoffenſiweneſs in ſociety; 


on their having been exempt, at leaſt, from 


any groſs vice, or if ſometimes accidentally 


< betrayed into it, on its never having been 


0 indulged habitually; or if not even ſo (for 


1 5 bar there are but few who can ſay this, if the _ 
8 1 3 N A 


ion. If any nn 


addreſſing, too generally entertain very u . 


1 , 
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ens. term vice be explained aecording to/ the 


apprede 


</ ſtric requifitions' of the Goſpel) yet on tlie 
*balanee being in their favour, or on the 
hole not much againſt them, when their 

good and bad actions are fairly weighed, 
and due allowance is made for human 
«© Feailty;” Theſe! confiderations are ſuffi⸗ 
cient for the moſt part to; compoſe their 
ons ; theſe” are the cordials which 
they find” rioft* at hand in the moments of 
ſerious thought, or of occaſiohal dejection; 
and ſometimes perhaps in ſeaſons of les 
than ordinary ſelf-complacency, they call in 


alſo to their aid the general Peitesſlen of the 


unbounded mercy and pity of God. Vet 
perſons of this deſcription by no means diſ- 
claim a Saviour, or avowedly relinquiſh their 
title to à ſhare in the benefits of his deatli. 
They cloſe their petitions with the name of 
Chriſt ; but if not chiefly from the effect of 
Habit; or out of decent conformity to the 
eſtabliſhed faith, yet ſurely” with fomething 


of the ſame ambiguity” of principle which 
influeneed the | expiring: philof wv 
he ordered the cuſtornaty mark of homage 
to be Paid to the god of medicine. 


* 


Siber go. farther than this; . 1 5 there are | 


1 ſhades of difference between thoſe 
who flatly renounce, and thoſe WhO cordial- 


ly cans the doctrine of Redemption by 
5 Chriſt. 


Zhriſt. claſs er a fort of general, in- 
* ark ill underſtood dependence 


on our bleſſed Saviour. But their hopes, ſo 


far as they can be diſtinctiy made out (vr 
2 their views alſo are very obſcure) appear 


ES IEEE 3 


528. of : 4 new Brig, a to them will 


be tried by a more lenient rule than that to 


which they muſt have- been otherwiſe ſub- 
ject. God will not now be extreme to 


mark what is done amiſs; but will dif- | 


+ penſe. with the rigorous exactions of his 


„ Jaw, too ſtrict in leed for fuch frail erea- 


<« tures as we are to hope that we can ful- 
« fil it. Chriſtianity has moderated the re» 
« quilitions.« of Divine Juſtice; ; and all which 


4c; is now required of us, is thankfully) to 


« truſt” to the merits of Chriſt for the par- 
« don of our fir ins, and the acceptance of our 
4 ſincere though imperfect obedience. The 
14 es and infirmities to which our nature 
= liable, or to which our ſituation in life 
© expoſes us, will not be ſeverely judged: 
de 0 as it is practice that really determines 
Ahe character, We may reſt ſatisfied, that 
f nx" the whole our lives be tolerably 
Ws "good, we mall eſcape with little or no pu- 
4 * aiſhinent, and N r our 
eee Lord. 
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and therefore ſhould 155 N Wich Cal 
tion and diffidence, when from external 7 ap- 
pearances of declarations we are affirming 

the exiſtence of any internal principles anc 
feelings; eſpecially as e are liable to. 55 
mille b. by the ambiguities of. language, or 


Fs 48 


the 1 with whic others may EX= 


preſs themſelves. - Bu i tit 1 is ſometimes not 
difficult to any one Who is accuſtomed, if 


the phraſe may be allowed, to the anatomy 
. of the human mind, to diſcern, that gene- 


rally ſpeaking, t the perſons who uſe. the Ha 


| language, rely not ſo much on the merits of 


Chriſt, and on the agency of Divine Grace, 
as on their own power of fulßlling Ie mo- 
derated requiſitions , of Divine Juſtice. He 
Will hence therefore diſcover ; in them a diſ- 
poſition rather to extenuate the malignity of 


| their diſeaſe, than to magnify the excellence 


of the proffered remedy. He, will find them 
apt to palliate ; in themſelves What they 9 can · 
not fully] juſtify, to enhance the merit of what 


they believe, to be their good qualities, and 
commendable actions, to ſet as it were in an 
account the good againft, the bad; and if the 
t be not . e, they con- 


ceive 


5 


it ene 6 det. — 
no idea at all, TED or « difficuley 


the duty of what Scripture calls! ſub- 


= emitting « ourſelves to the righteouſneſs, of 
God“ or of our proneneſs rather to juſtify 
durſelves in his fight, than in the language of 


imploring penitents to acknowledge our- 


ſelves guilty and helpleſs ſinners. They 
have never ſummoned themſelves to this 
entire and unqualified renunciation. of their 
own ments, and their own ſtrength; : 

therefore they remain ſtrangers. to the na- 
tural loftineſs of the human heart, which 


ſuch a call would have awakened into ac- 
tion, and rouſed to reſiſtance. ALL THESE 


THEIR SEVERAL ERROR NATURALLY RE+ u 


 SULT FROM THE MISTAKEN CONCEPTION 
ENTERTAINED or THE | FUNDAMENTAL 
PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIANITY. 


+ 1 6. & | 2 + Tbid. V. 8. 3 1 


They 
conſider not that Chriſtianity is a ſcheme for 
juſtifying © 2he ungodly *,” by Chriſt's dying 

| fol W fiery Pe” 0 ſeheme 
| e for 


2 a) The Writer truſts he cannot be miſunderſtood to 
mean that any, continuing ſinners and ungodly, can, by 
| believing, be accepted or finally faved. "The following 


Japter, particularly the latter part of it, would abundantly 
indicate him from any ſuch miſconſtruction. 


Mean- 


while, 


1 ADBRVATP” CONCEOTION: CONOER KING 


* 9 3 — 
Melle, not ilie cauſe, of our being juſtified 


and reconciled; that, in fhort, it opens freely 


the door of mercy, to the greateſt and vileſt 


of peiiitent ſinners; that obeying the bleſſed 


impulſe of the grace of God, whereby they 
and moved to ſeek for pardon, they might 
enter in, and through the regenerating in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit might be enabled 


to bring forth the fruits of Righteoufneſs. 
But they rather conceive of Chriſtianity as 
opening the door of mercy, that thoſe who 
on the ground of their ow merits could not 


have hoped to juſtify themſelves before God, 
may yet be admitted for Chriſt's ſake, on 


condition of their having previouſly fatisfied 


the moderated requiſitions of Divine Juſtice. 


In fpeaking to others alſo of the Goſpel 


ak wget mag 287 are Me to too Sees f 
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e he Hit 1 6nty 3 er] ous min (in which re- 


pentance is conſidered as involved) is in Scripture regarded 
as the radical principle of holineſs. If the root exiſt, the 


proper fruits will be brought forth. An attention to this 


conſideration would have eaſily explained and reconciled | 
thoſe paſſages of St. Paul's and St. James's Epiſtles, which 
have furniſhed fo much matter of argument and criticiſm, 
St. James, it may be obſerved, all along ſpeaks of a man 
not who has faith, but who Joys that he has faith. Vide 

James il. th Ne. Re 


dcm. — ———— 2 
fufferings of Chriſt; irrſtead of ſtating 9 
the Honors of Chriſtꝰs fatisfa@ion-'as ex- 
tended” to us ply without money and 
Ne 5 805 1% ieh Een 2010 
Mie ene une TFT 

+ Wan \pnadiical „ theſe errors Some prac- 
ale at as might» be expetbtrd. Thien tend fuer: 


ſequences 


to prevent that ſenſe hic we: ought to en- dH 
tertain of our own naturat mricry! and help- ror abore 
leſsneſg z and that deep ſecling of gratitude ou. 
for the merits and interceſſion of Chriſt, to 
which we are wholly indebted for our recon- 
ciliation to God, and for the will. and the 
power, from 955 to laſt, to work out our 
own ſalvation. They conſider it too much 
in the light of cue l de two parties, 
wherein each, independently of the ether 
has is own diſtin& condition to perform; 
man—to do his duty; God to juſtify and 
accept for Chrift's Ake: If they fail not in 

the diſcharge of their condition, aſfuredly the 
condition on God's part will be faithfully 

| fulfilled.” Accordingly, we find i in fact, that 


they Who repreſent the Gofpel ſeheme iti the 


manner above deſcribed, give evidence of the 
ſubject with which their hearts are moſt filled, 
by their proneneſs to run into merely moral 
diſquiſitions, either not We at all, or 


44 


at 


124 


CHAP. 
111. 
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adviſe them to amend their ways as a pre 
ration for their coming to Chriſt, than echort 


; portance 3B, the internal diſpoſition, of; tn 


IN [NADBQUATE.;CONCEPTIQN: CONCERNING 


at leaſt but curſorily touching on the ſuffers = 
ings and love of their Redeemer; and are 
little apt to kindle at their Saviour's name, 


and like the apoſtles to be betrayed by 
their fervor into what may be almoſt an 


untimely deſcant on the riches of his unut- 


terable mercy. In addreſſing others alſo 


whom they conceive to be living in habits of 


ſin, and under the wrath of God, they rather 


them to throw themſelves with deep proſtra- 
tion we ſoul men of the crols, there to 
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Ihe great vr tn of prong PT 
2 will juſtify. our having been _ 


particular. It has ariſen from a iſh, chat 


on a queſtion of ſuch mag! to maiſtak 
our meaning . ſhould be impoſſible... 35 But 
after all which has been ſaid, let it alſo be 
remembered, that except ſo far as the inſtruc- 
tion of others f is concerned, the point of im- 


mind; where the dependence for pardon, 


and for holineſs, is really placed; not What 


the language is, in which men expreſs them- 
ſelves. And it is to be hoped, that he Who 


ſearches the hear ſees the right Giſpoltions 
3.53 | in 


* a tly- Who go the miſtaken and dan- 
dee ds e . 7 inG we have n 


N 13 £375 * 132 N 


xt the photic 9 T of hee error 21 
3 5 prevalent concernin g the nature of 
the Goſpel offer be in any conſiderable degree 
Juſt; it will then explain, that ſo generally 
prevailing langour 1 in the affections towards 
our bleſſed Saviour Which was formerly re- 
marked, and that inadequate impreſſion of 
the neceſſity and value of the aſſiſtance of 
the divine Spirit. According to the ſoundeſt 
principles of reaſoning, as we obſerved on 
another occaſion, it may be alſo adduced as 
an additional proof of the correctneſs of our 


preſent ſtatement, that it fo exactly falls in Ew, 


with thoſe phænomena, and ſo naturally ac- 
counts for them. For even admitting that 
the perſons above ſpoken of, particularly the 
| laſt claſs, do really at the bottom mainly. rely 
8 on the atonement of Chriſt; yet on their 
1 8 as Was before mentioned, it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily happen, that the object to which they 
are moſt accuſtomed to look, with which their 
thoug hts are chiefly conyerſant, from which 
they 1 habitually derive complacency, is 
ra her their own qualified merit and ſervices, 
though confeſſed to be inadequate, than the 
ſufferings and atoning death of a crucified 
Saviour. The affections towards our bleſſed 
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— expected to flouriſh, becau ſe thaw: receive not 
that which Was ſhewn to be neceſſary to their 
nutriment and growth. Al we would love 
him as affectionately, and rejoice in him as 
triumphantly as the firſt Chriſtians did 5 we 
.muft learn like them to repoſe our entire | 
truft in him, "and to adopt the language of 
the apoſtle, © God forbid that I ſhould glory, 
* 273 in the crols of © our Lord clus 
06 Chriſt * <a) 4 Who of God 18 made 
unto us willom and righteouſneſs, and ſanc- 
7 tification, and redemption.” . fn, 


. 
” 4 + 


Condem- „Deubel chere have be n too many who, 


dee who to dhe manifeſt danger of eternal ruin, have 
ne of abuſed the doctrine of Salvation by Grace; and 
ae Grace." nr yainly truſted in Chriſt for pardon and 
acceptance, when by their vicious lives they 
have plainly proved the groundleſſneſs of 
their pretenſions. The tree is to be known 
byiits Fruits ;-and'there is too much reaſon to 
fear that there is no principle of faith, when 
it does not evince itſelf by the fruits of holi- 
neſs. Dreadful indeed will be the doom, 
above that of all others, of thoſe looſe profeſ. 


ſors of Pane! to ha at > thy laft man | 
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| {SAVIQUR AND: THE HOLY "SPIRIT- 


our bleſſed: aviour will addreſs. thoſe, words, 
| Sven: knew you; depart from me, alli xe 


< that work iniquity. But the danger of - * 


error on this ſide ought not to render us in- 
ſenſible to the oppoſite error; an error againſt 
which in theſe days it ſeems particularly ne- 
ceſſary to guard. It is far from the intention 
of the wri iter of this work to enter into the 
niceties of controverſy. But ſurely without 
danger of being thought to violate this deſign, 
he may be permitted to contend, that they 
who in the main believe the doctrines of the 
church of England, are bound to allow that 
our dependence on aur bleſſed Saviour, as 
alone the meritorious cauſe of our acceptance 
with God, and as the means of all its bleſſed 
fruits and glorious conſequences, muſt be 
not . formal and nominal, but real and 
ſubſtantial; not vague, qualified, and partial, 
7 but direct, cordial; and entire. Wr 
towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
.< Jeſus 
cal inſtructions. It is not an occaſional in- 
vogation of the name, or a tranſient recogs 
nition of the aottjvrity" of Chriſt; that fills up _ 

the meaſure. of the terms, believing in Feſut. 
This we ſhall find noc ſuch eaſy taſk; and 
if ave truſt that we do believe, we»ſhould: all 
5 perhaps do well to CTY out an the words of an 
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h id; Was the ſum of the apaſtali- = 


Vain) Lord, — our 


muſt be deeply conſcious of our ges dad. 
miſery, heartily repenting of our ſins, and 


firmly reſolving to forfake them: and thus 


penitently AHying* for refuge to the hope ſet 
before us, we muſt found altogetlier on 


the merit of the crucified Redeemer our hopes 
of eſcape from their deſerved puniſſiment, 
and of deliverance from their enſlaving power. | 
This muſt be our firſt, our laſt, our only plea. 
We are to furrender ourſelves up to him to 
be wathed in his blood ,' to be ſanctified 


by his ſpirit, reſolving to receive him for our 


Lord and Maſter, to learn in his eg to 
1 all bis colmmundecnts, ith 65d 


In my. ebe be! nat. de alter 


| | daring treated ſo largely On this important 


2 topic, to add a few words in order to bunte 
+ a charge which may be urged againſt us, that 


wi we are inſiſting on nice and abſtruſe diſtino- 
tions in What is a matter of general concern; 


and this too, in a ſyſtem which on its original 
promulgation was declared to be peculiarly 
intended for the ſimple and poor. It will be 


abundantly evident however on a little reflec- 
f u e Peri 


nce fully proves the polition, | 
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eeption of 4 ſubtle diſtinction, but a ſtate and 1. 


condition of heart. To the former, the poor ee 


and che ignotant muſt be indeed confeffee 
une cual; but they are far 1efs indilpoſed than 
8 the. great and the learned, t to bow down to. Sg 
« that preaching of the croſs which is to them 
. that periſn fooliſhneſs, 9 t unte them that 
are" faved" the power of God, and the 
« wiſdom of God.“ The poor are not Hable 
to be puffed up by the intoxicating fi mes of 

| ambition and FW, grandeur, | They ate 
less likely to be kept from entering 1551 the 
ſtrait and narrow Way, and when, they have 
entered to be drawn back again or t ko be re- 
tarded in their progteſs, by the cares or the 
pleaſures of life. They may expreſs them- | 
felves ill; but their views may be ſimple, and 
their hearts humble, penitent, and fincere. -It 
is as in other caſes; the vulgar are the ſubjects | 
of phenomena, the learned explain them: 
the former now ne of the theory 
viſion or of - ſentiment; but this igtioranc 

| hinders not chat they ſee and think, and 
though unable to diſcourſe elaborately on the 
paſſions, they can feel warmly for "WP chil 
dren, their friend + their, e * 
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85 INADEQUATE. CONCEPTION. ©oncurNING 
0 HAP. objection renders, the truth of the poſi- 


In. tions we with to eſtabliſn more clear and 
— leſs queſtionable, we may now reſume the : 
rat thread of our. argument. Still intreating 
our habi- therefore the attention of thoſe who have not 
gal. been uſed to think much of the neceſſity of 


this undivided, and if it may be fo termed, 
| unadulterated . reliance, for which we have 
been contending; we would ſtill more particu- 


uurly addreſs ourſelyes to others Who are 


diſpoſed to believe that though, in ſome ob- 
ſcure and vague ſenſe, the death of Chriſt as 
the ſatisfaction for our ſins, and for the pur- 
chaſe of our future happineſs, and the ſanc- 
tifying influence of the Holy Spirit, are to 
be admitted as fundamental articles of our 
creed, yet that theſe are doctrines ſo much 
above us, that they are not objects ſuited 
to our capacities; and that, turning our 
eyes therefore from theſe difficult ſpecu- 
lations, we. ſhould fix them on the practical 
and moral precepts of the Goſpel. Theſe 
<« it moſt concerns us to know; theſe there- 

« fore let us ſtudy. Such is the frailty of 
our nature, ſuch the ſtrength and number 


of our temptations to evil, that! in reducing 


the Goſpel morality to practice, we ſhall 
find full employment: and by attending 


( to theſe moral - precepts, rather than to 


| * thoſe * e doftrines which vou 5 


= are 


! 


du SAVIOUR AND, THE, HOLY rtr. To 
4 Are preſſing on us, we ſhall beſt prepare o 
55 pear. before God on that tremendot 
« day, when « be ſhall judge every\m man. 
« * cording to his works,” + 
1 Vain ite a, and c nnr ; 


AC. 


. . 


1. will at once deſtroy this flimſy web, to re- 
ply in the words of our bleſſed Saviour, and of 


his beloved Diſciple—* This is the 2work; of 
God, that ye believe in him whom he 


« hath ſent *, 5 This is his commandment, 


10 that w 8 . zelieve on the name of his "i 


10 Son Jeſus « Chriſt 1K. In ti 


their ke, This may be not inconſiſt- 
ently the language of the modern Unitarian; 


but ſurely it is in the higheſt degree ungen =; 
ſonable to admit into our ſcheme, all the 


grand peculiarities of Chriſtianity, and hav- 


ing admitted, to neglect and think no more of 

| them. « Wherefore” (might the Socinian ſay) 
10 Wherefore all this coſtly and complicated 

EL machinery? It is like the Tychonic aſtro- 

” nomy, "encumbered and ell comwidted by 
its o-] complicated relations and uſeleſfs 
« perplexities. It is ſo little like the ſim- 

4. N of ns it * io e of * | 


ha . 29. 1h 25. 
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1th, if we con- 
ſider but for a moment the opinions (they 


ſcarcely deſerve the name of ſyſtem) of men 
who argue thus, we muſt be conſcious of 
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ADERYATE: energien concerning 
"6 divine hand, that it even offends againſt 


thoſe rules of Propriety which we requir 
to be obſerved in the imperfect eng 


tions of the human intellect Tas 1 
192 | 


Well may tlie "1 Socinian affum ume is lofty 


tone, with thoſe whom We are now addreſſing. 
big theſe are indeed the doctrines of Revela- 


tion, common ſenſe ſuggeſts to us that from 
their naturé and their magnitude, they de- 
ſerve our moſt ſerious regard. It is the very 


theology of Epicurus to "allow the exiſtence 


of theſe © heavenly things,” but to deny their 
connection with human concerns, and their 


influence” on human actions. Beſides the 
unreaſonableneſs of this conduct, we mi Sht 
ſtrongly urge alſo in this connection the 2 
phaneneſs of thus treating as matters of ſu- 
bordinate confideration thoſe parts of the 


: ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, which are fo ſtrongly 


impreſſed on our reverence by the dignity 


of the perſon to whom they relate.” nis 


very argument is indeed repeatedly and 


| pointed preſſed by the facred writers *. 


A 


Nor 3 is. the prophane irreverence of this 
conduct lels ſtriking than, its ingratitude. 


When from reading that our Saviour Was 


the e of his Father's glory, e an 


(a) Nec Deus interſit, war 
55 - * Vide Heb. ii. I, &. 


8 


a & the 


5 SAVIOUR AND. Tux HOLY, SPIRIT. 

55 the.expres image of his perſon, | | 
Ding all things by the word of his powerd 

WE 80 on to aner the raves for Which 


a7 ſuſfered e en if we have a park of 


i emal left within us we: ſhall | 


_ denn ourſelves as gulty of- the- plackeſt . | 


' gratitude, 1 in rarely noticing, or eoldly turning 
away, on whatever ſhallow pretences, from 


plation of theſe muracles of mercy. 


Por thoſe | baſer- minds however on which 


fear alone can operate, that motive is ſuper- 


added. And we are plainly fore warned, both 
irectly and. indirectly, by the example of the 


| Jewiſh nation, that God will not hold them 


guiltleſs who are thus unmindful of his 
moſt ſignal acts of condeſcenſion and kind- 
neſs. But as this is a queſtion of pure Reye- 


lation, reaſonings from probability may not 
be deemed deciſive. To Revelation here 


fore we mult appeal; and as it might be 
to treſpaſs on the reader's patience fully to 
diſcuſs this moſt important ſubject, we muſt 
refer him to the ſacred Writings. themſelves 


for complete ſatisfaction. We would ear- 
neſtly N 


ture wherein, the peculiar doctrines of Chrif- 
tianity are expreſsly mentioned; and 
to attend with due regard to che aden 
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commend it to him to weigh with 
"ww utmoſt ſeriouſneſs thoſe paſſages of Serip- 
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III. 
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| INADEQUATE CONCEPTION CONCERNING 
and confirmation which the concluſions re- 


ſulting from thoſe | paſſages | receive inci- | 
dentally from the word of God. They who 


maintain the opinion 'which we are combat- 
ing, will hereby become convinced that 
theirs is indeed an unſcriptural Religion; 5 
and will learn inſtead of turning off their 


eyes from the grand peculiarities of Chri. 


tianity, to keep theſe ever in view, as the 
pregnant principles whence all the reſt muſt 


derive their origin, and receive their beſt 


| 11 1 . „Let : 
* 8 who tl 15 this ſubject, will do 


well to ſtudy attentively ML AURIx's Eſſay on Prejudices 


againſt the Goſpel.— It may not be amiſs here to direct the 
reader's attention to a few leading arguments, many of them 
thoſe of the work juſt recommended. I. et him maturely eſtij- 


mate the force of thoſe terms, whereby the Apoſtlein the fol- | 


lowing paſſages: deſignates and characterizes the whole of 


the Chriſtian ſyſtem. « We preach Chriſt crucified” — 


ce We determined to know nothing among you, fave Jeſus 7 
« Chriſt, and him crucified,” The value of this argument 


will be acknowledged by all who conſider that a ſyſtem' 


is never deſignated by an immaterial or an inferior part of 


it, but by that which conſtitutes its prime conſideration and 
eſſential diſtinAtion. The concluſion ſuggeſted by this re- 


mark is confirmed by the Lord's Supper being the rite by 


which our Saviour himſelf commanded his Diſciples to keep 
him in remembrance; and indeed a ſimilar leſſon is taught 
by the Sacrament of Baptiſm, which ſhadows out our ſouls 


| being waſhed and purified by the blood of Chriſt. Obſerve 


next the frequency with which our Saviour's death and 
ſufferings are introduced, R rged as 
pragtical motives. 25 ? 


#5 


bon szvioen vp THE/HoLY SPIRIT; 


et us then each for himſelk ſolemnly aſk 
_ ourſelves, whether doe have fled for refuge to 
5 the Werd _ And INE: ware 
wk r | habitually 


„ 20 
— — 2 8 WARE ak 1 1 0 
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4 "The minds of the Apottes als full of this. ſubject, | 
« Every thing put them in mind of it; they did not allow. 
e themſelves to have it long out of their view, nor did any 
ce other branch of ſpiritual inſtruction make them loſe ſight of 


cit. Conſider next that part of the Epiſtle to the Romans, 

_ . wherein St. Paul ſpeaks of ſome who went about to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs, and had not ſubmitted themſelves 
to the righteouſneſs of God. May not this charge be in 


ſome degtee urged, and even more ſtrongly than in the caſe N 
ol the Jews, againſt thoſe who ſatisfy themſelves with vague, 
general, occaſional thoughts of our Saviour's mediation ; 


and the ſource of whoſe habitual complacency, as we ex- 
plained above, is rather. their- being tolerably well ſatisfied 


with their own characters and conduct? Yet St. Paul de- 


clares concerning thoſe of whom he. ſpeaks, as concerning 


perſons whoſe ſad ſituation could not be too much lament= 
ed, that he had great heavineſs and continual ſorrow in his 


heart, adding ſtill more A eee expreſſions of deep and 3 


bitter regret. 


„r e 
amined and conſidered; and let it be fairly aſked, what was 
the particular in which the Judaizing Chriſtians were de- 


feQive, and the want of which is ſpoken of in ſuch ſtrong 
terms as theſe; that it fruſtrates the grace of God, and 


muſt debar from all the benefits of the death of Jeſus. The 


Judaizing converts were not immoral.” They ſeem to have 
admitted the chief tenets concerning our Saviour. But 


they appear to have been diſpoſed to truſt ( not wholly, he it 


obſerved alſo, but" only in part) for their acceptance with 
God, to the Mofaic inſtitutions, inſtead of repoſing wholly 


on the merits of bell Here let it be remembered, that 


when a * with theſe 1 was not regarded 
| | K M7 ; 


* 
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INADEQUATE CONCEPTION CONCERNING 


Habitually looking to it, as to the only ſource 


of conſolation? & Other foundation can no 
man lay: there is no other ground of de- 


pendence, no other plea for pardon; but here 


there ir hope, even to the uttermoſt. Let 
us labour then to affect our hearts with a 
deep conviction of our need of a Redeemer, 
and of the value of his offered mediation. 
Let us fall down humbly before the throne 
of God, imploring pity and pardon iti” the 
name of the Son of his love. Let us beſeech 
him to give us a true ſpirit of repentance, 
and of hearty undivided faith in the Lord Jeſus. 


Let us not be ſatisfied till the cordiality of 


our belief be confirmed to us by that charac- 
ter of the Apoſtle, * that to as many as be- 


“ -heve Chriſt is precious; and let us ſtrive 


to increaſe. daily in /ove towards our bleſſed 


Saviour; and pray carneſtly that we may 
77 de filled with To and Peace in 5 


5 866 yoo 


n DFE 4 3 


as conveying this 1 the Apoſtle hewed by bis! own 
conduct, that he did not deem it criminal; whence, no 
leſs than from the words of the Epiſtle; it is clear that the 
offence of the Judaizing Chriſtians whom he condemned, 
was what we have ſtated ;. not their obſtinately continuing 
to adhere to a diſpenſation the ceremonial of which Chriſ- 
tianity had abrogated, or their truſting to the ſacrifices of 


the Levitical law, which were in their own. nature , inen 
en for the as out tf of It ry 
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. that We may abound in Hope through the szcr. 
We 


power of the Holy Ghoſt. Let us-dili- 
i gently put in practice the Ane formerly 


given for cheriſhing and cultivating the 


; principle of the — of Chriſt. With tl 


view let us labour aſſiduouſly to increaſe in 


knowledge, that ours may be a deeply rooted 


and rational affection. B frequent Seer 


tion on the incidents of our Saviour's life, 


and ſtill more on the aſtoniſhing. \circum- 
ſtances of his death; by often calling to 


mind the ſtate” from Which he propoſes to 
reſeue us, and the glories of his heavenly 


kingdom; by continual intercourſe with him 


of prayer and praiſe, of dependence and con- 
fidence in dangers, of hope and joy in our 
brighter hours, let us endeavour to keep 
bim conſtantly preſent to our minds, and to 
render all our conceptions of him more diſ- 
tinct, lively, and intelligent. The title of 
Chriſtian is a reproach to us, if. we eſtrange 
_ourſelves from Him after whom we are de- 
nominated. The name of Jeſus is not to be 


to us-like the Allah of the Mahometans, a ta- 


liſman or an amulet to be worn on the arm, 


as an external badge merely and ſymbol of 


our profeſſion, and to preſerve us from evil by 
ſome myſterious and unintelligible potency ; 
but it is to be engraven deeply on the heart, 


there written by the finger of God himſelf 


- 
* 
. * 
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CHAP. in he haber It is dun title 


. 


known and underſtood to preſent peace and 
future glory. The aſſurance which it con- 
veys of a bright reverſion, will lighten the 

burthens, and alleviate the forrows of life; 
and in ſome happier moments, it will im- 
part to us ſomewhat of that fulneſs of joy 
which 1s at God's right hand, enabling us'to 


join even here in the heavenly Hoſannah, 


2 Worthy 1 is the Lamb that was ſlain, to re- 
ceive power, and riches, and wifdom, and 


„ ſtrength, and honour, and Slory, and bleſ- 


eg e Bleſſing, and honour, and 

« glory, and power, be unto him that ſitteth 
* upon the throne, and unto the 8 8 for 
ever and ever ö 


TOR BO It Ib. 9 


CHAPTER W. 5 4 
iT. 


f 64 15 5 5 Fang nec . com- 


cerning tlie Nature and the &. rag of 


1 - PRAGHICAL Chri ifianity. 


sxer. 3 
oO": Tart of this title may perhaps on 


the firſt view excite ſome ſurprize in 
any one, who may have. drawn a haſty in- 


ference from the charges couweyed by the 


two preceding chapters. Such an one might 
be diſpoſed to expect, that they who have 


very low conceptions of the corruptions 


of human nature, would be proportionably 


leſs indulgent to human frailty; and that they 


who lay little ſtreſs on Chriſt's fatisfagion 


for ſin, or on the operations of the Holy 


Spirit, would be more high and rigid in their 


demands of diligent endeavours after univer- 
ſal holineſs; ſince their ſcheme implies that 
| we muſt. depend chiefly on our own exer- 


tions and performances for our OT 
with God. 


But any woch a as ; the mu 
be greatly diſappointed. There is in fact a 
region of truth, and a region of errors. They 
* hold the W Wi of Serip- 


=, 


. 
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IV. 


rREvAILINO INADEQUATE CONCEPTIONS 1 


char. ture in their due force, hold alſo in its due 


degree of purity the practical ſyſtem Which 
Scripture ineulcates. But they: Who explain 

away the former, ſoften down the latter alſo, 
and reduce it to the level of their on de- 
fective ſcheme: it is not from any confi- 


dence in the ſuperior amount of their own 


performances, or in the greater vigour of 
their own exertions, that they reconcile 


themſelves to their low views of the ſatis. 


faction of Chriſt, and of the influence of the 
Spirit; but it ſhould rather hel their plan 
: ft to depreſs the required ſtandard of prac- 
| rice, that no man needs fall ſhort of it, that 


no fuperior aid can be wanted for enabling 


us to attain to rn happens how6ret 


with reſpect to their ſimple method of mo- 


rality, as in the caſe of the ſhort ways to 
knowledge, of Which ſome vain pretenders 
| have Wanted themſelves to be polſſeſſed: 


deſpiſing the beaten track in which more 
ſober and humble ſpirits have been content 


| to tread, thev have indignantly ſtruck into 
new aid untried paths; but theſe have failed 


of conducting them to the right object, and 
have iſſued only 3 in ignorance and conceit. 


* ſeems in our days to be the Gd 


received e opinion, that rovided a man ad- 


mit in general terms the truth of Chi iſhanity, * 
N he know not or conſider ot much 


BUF 


concernin 8 | 


GP PRAET ERP CHRIS; 
concerning the particulars ſtem, and $267! 
: if he be not habitually re: 97 any of then 


groſſer vices againſt his fellow creatures, we 
have no. great treaſon to be diſſatisfied Wich 
Hi, Or © queſtion, 1 the validity of his claim 


Chriſtian. The title implies 0 more than 
2 fort © formal, 1775 allet to 3 
Fn the gros, 0 a degrec of g morality 1 


| — but 88 iK at all ſuperior to A : 
for i We 00 in a Sede Neig. ne. 
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bulk 1 whes! © ritan 5 e at be 
aſked, whether if it were {anion "or them 
beyond diſpute that Chriſtianity 

: forgery, would this ocaſio 


Lame ah Confequent Pri fleges "of 4 


caftion any great 8 
An their conduct or habits of mind. Would 
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any alteration be made in conſequenee of 


this diſcovery, except in a few of their ſpeeu- 
a datire opinions, which, when diſtin from 
practice, it is a part of their own ſyſtem, as 
; has beeti' before remarked, to think of little 
quence, and in their attendance on pub- 
lie worſhip; which however (knowing the 
good effects of religion upon the lower orders 
$M the people) they might ſtill think it better 
"Me attend. occaſionally for: example s. ſake? 


. not their * for their character, 
their 


? 
1 


242 | PREVAILING, INADEQUATE CanczeTiONS 


CHAP. gheir health, their domeſtic and ſocial com- 
. forts, ſtill continue to reſtrain them from 
bY vicious exceſſes, and to prompt them to perſiſt 
in the diſcharge, according to their preſent 
meaſure, of the various duties of their ſta- 
tions? Would they find themſelves diſpoſſeſſed 
of what had 185 to them hitherto the re- 
poſitory of counſel and inſtruction, the rule of 
their conduct, their habitual 2 of peace, 
and hope, and conſolation? 


It were needleſs to put 8 88 
They are anſwered in fact already by. the lives 
of many. known. unbelievers, between whom 
and thefe profeſſed Chriſtians, even the fac 
miliar aſſociates of both, thou gh men of diſ- 
cernment and obſervation, ae, diſcover _ 
little difference either in conduct or temper 
of mind, How little then does Chriſtianity 

deſerve that title to novelty and ſuperiority 
which has been almoſt univerſally admitted ; 
that pre-eminence, as a practical code, over 
all other ſyſtems of ethics! How unmerited 
are the praiſes which have been laviſhed 
upon it by its friends; praiſes, in which even 
its enemies (not in general diſpoſed to make 
conceſſions in its favour) have ſo often mow: - 
e drawn in to acquieſce! R EE 


Was it then for this, that the Son of 60 4 
7 condeſcended to become our inſtructor and 


. 


ener TTY CHRISTIANADY.. "= 


Our pattern, leaving us an example that We 
might tread in his ſteps ? Was it for this that 
the apoſtles of Chriſt voluntarily ſubmitted 
to hunger and nakedneſs and pain, and 1 igno- 
miny and death, when forewarned too by their 
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sr. 
1. | 


Maſter that ſuch would be their treatment ? 4 


That, after all, their diſciples ſhould attain 


to no higher a ſtrain of virtue than thoſe who 


rejecting their Divine ons thould fill : 


Peer to the old philoſophy ? 


- may V per aps 


have made, that Ch 
general ſtandard of morals; to which there- 


fore Infidelity herſelf now ſinds it prudent to 
conform, availing herſelf of the pure mora- 
lity of Chriſtianity, and ſometimes wiſhing to 


ſtigmatizes the authors with the _— 
1 e —_— or deligning ge 


. 


But let. it Gan 1 hd} are (POR niktives 


* Chriſtianity ſo little neceſſary to the prac- 


tice of it, its principles to its concluſions, that 
the one may be ſpared and yet the other re- 
main in undiminiſhed force? Still then, its 
Dactrines are no more than a barren and in- 


applicable or at leaſt an unneceſſary theory, 


1 ogg of hand it — W be added, 


| desde odd W we are 
. nig an obſervation which we ourſelves 


— 


eaenuu, dende e 8 : NC weiten. 
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But can it be?. ke Chriſtianity then ee 8 
5 * a mere creed? Is its practical influence 
| bouhded- within a few. external plauſibilities N 
Does its eſſence conſiſt, only! in a few ſpecu- 
lative opinions, and Aa few uſeleſs and unpro- 
fitable tenets? And can t this be the ground of 
that portentous diſtinction which is ſo une- 
* quivocally made by the Evangeliſt between 
Y pls who accept, and thoſe weho- reje& the 
Gaſpel; He that believeth on we Son, 
+ hath everlaſting life: and he that beheveth 
26, ben . ſhall omg I wrat 


run neee error ; jclu-akie 
profeſſed Chriſtians would be moſt forward 
to condemn, of making an unprod | | 
the rule of God's future judgement, and the 
ground of an eternal ſeparation. Thus not 
unlike the rival circumnavigators from > 
and Portugal, Who letting out in Oi 
direQions, found: theme | 
the very time they thought Mamba en 
from each other, ſo the bulk of profeſſed 
„ gb eee tl ough by a different 
courſe; almoſt at the very ſame point, and 
occupy nearly the fine! Nation as a Got of | 
enthuſiaſts, who alſo reſt upon a barren faith, 
to whom on the firſt view they might be 


1 5 Es _— 


„ 4 \ 
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c "= i or rager tear CHRISTIANITY. „ 


: þ- hangs] is it; 185 ae 5 — redone 4 | 
F been . with the: name of Chriſtianity? P> : 
ae FLY „get Pin 254” „ 
Tux coprality of 85 Goſpel; is not ſo ſlight as» 
A ; fabric. Chriſtianity throu ghout the. whole _ | 
g practical 
extent exhibits proofs of its Divine origi | al, Chriſtianiq. 
nd its practical precepts are no leſs pure 


ty: 


an its doctrines are ſublime. Can the com- 
paſs of language | furniſh injunctions ſtricter in | 
their meaſure. or larger in their comprehen- 
ion than thoſe with Which the word. of God, 
- abounds; z. Whatſoever ye do in word, or. deed,, 
do a/l in the name of the Lord Jets.” . 
66 e holy, for. God 7s holy.” Be ye e . 
« as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect,” * | 
We are commanded to perfect e to 80 
on unto perfection. e „ 2 5 


Such are the Seripture adinanitiods 1 Ad 
a they to whom ſuch admonitionsare-ads/ 
dreſſed, may not ſafely acquieſce in low attain 
ments: a concluſion to whiab alſo we are led 
by the force of the expreſſions by. which | 
_ Chriſtians | are characterized in Scrij pture, 5 
and by the radical and thorough change whit 
18 repreſented as taking place in any man on 5 
his becoming a real Chriſtian. Every ane, 
it! is __ « that bath this Bop, purifieth him- 


"EF «ſe 


" \ : 
- 
as — Pio En” - * r 5 "I — — 
EP N 


— —— _ 


_ 


q *. Ss 

Hs. 8 — 24 — 4 

8 — os — 
2 * * 7 


. er ee 


WL law ne 
— — 


a 1 
: 
BY 
: 
Jy 
* 
? 
: LY 
bs 3 
4 
þ 
- 
[] 
1 4 
, 
16 74 
EY 
' - F 
j 
'4 4 
3 
. 
x 
j 
-$ þ 
1 5 
Fr 9 
WH 
_— 
K 
. 
A 
. 
q 1 
14 1 
# 
" 4 
78 : 
' 
* ? ; 
r 
: " 
+ 
3 
Ll 
77 
: 
1 
44 
j i 
5 4 
RS 
r 


2 A pa 
era ee, 
i tris AY. TIS, et 
5 
— y . . 7 
% 


ener. ſelf even as God is pure: true Chriſtians 
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PREVAILING INADEQUATE concuprions” 


are ſaid to be * partakers of the Divine na- 
ture; to be created anew in the image of 
« God.” Tobe temples of the Ho 57 Ghoſt,” 
the effects of which muſt appear in a good- 
« neſs and Hos and truth. „ 


* . 


"Great | as. Was the progress Which the 
apoſtle! Paul had made i in all virtue, he declares 
of himſelf that he ſtill Ppreſſes forward, on for- 
1 getting the things which are behind, and 
60 reaching | forth unto the things which are 
before. He prays for his "batobed diſ- 
75 ples © that they. may be filled with all the 

fulneſs. of God; « 1 they may be filled 
« with the fruits 507 rightcouſh des. id That 
4 they might walk worthy, of the Lord unto 
« all edn! beip g fruitful in every good 


4 work. 8 Nor i is it a leſs pregnant a and com- 


prehenſive petition; which from our bleſſed 
Saviour's inſerting it in that form of prayer 
| which he has given as a model for our imi- 
tation, we may infer ought-to be the habitual 
ſentiment of our hearts; Thy will 8 0 
eee as it is in Heaven.” 


Theſe few extracts from the ward of God 
will ſerve abundantly to vindicate the Priftnc 
of the Chriſtian morality: but this point will 
however be {till more fully eſtabliſhed when 


we proceed to inveſtigate the nature, Hence, 
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 jathe grand eſſential 1 88 And its eſ- 


1 riſtians, that relying on the ture opened 

P og to repenting finners. of acceptance 
through the Redeemer, they have renounced 

and abjured all other maſters, and have cor- 
dially and unreſervedly devoted themſelxes 

to God. This is indeed the very. figure 
5 Which baptiſm daily repreſents to us: like 
the father of Hannibal, we, there bring. aur 
infant to the altar, we conſecrate him to the 
ſervice of his proper owner, and vow in his 

name eternal hoſtilities againſt all the enemies 

of his ſalvation, After the ſame. manner 
Chriſtians are become the {worn enemies of 

ſin; they will henceforth hold no parley with 

it, they will allow it no ſhape, they will admit 

it to no compoſition; the war which they 

have denounced againſt it, is cordial, univer- 

fal, irreconcilable. cer ah eto. 


But this is ata now their —— | 
a purpoſe. to yield themſelves without 
reſerve: to the reaſonable | ſervice of their 
rightful Sovereign. © They are not their own” 

E their bodily and mental. faculties, their na- 

_ tural and acquired endowments, their - fab- 1 
ſtance, their authority, their time, their in- 
b en all As they conſider as nn 

1 * 8 L 2 75 


ſential na- 
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ent. to them not for their ow gratification, but 


2 * as ſo many inſtruments to be conſecrated to 
the honour and employed! inthe ſervice of God. 
ag ak Ibis muſt be the maſter principle to Which 
ee ee other muſt be ſubordinate. Whatever 
mama have been hitherto their-ruling paſſion; 
"whatever - hitherto! their -Jeading - purſuit; 
Whether ſerifual, or intellectual, of ſcience, 
of taſte; of fancy, or of feeling, it muſt now 
pPoſſeſs but a ſecondary Place; or rather (to 
ſpeak more correctly) it muſt exiſt only at 
the pleaſure, and be put altogether under the 
- controul and direction, BER its true and legiti- 
mate ſuperior. nend e 


35 * Thus it is tlie prerogative, bf a, 
- | Wt bring i into captivity ever; thought to the 
4 obedience of Chriſt,” hey who really 
feel its power, are reſolved (in the language 
of Scripture) to live no longer to themſelves, 
but to him that died for them; ;” they 
know indeed their own infirmities; they 
know, that the way on which they have en- 
-tered is {trait and difficult, but they know too 
; 06. encouraging aſſurance, * They who 
.* wait onthe Lord ſhall renew their ftrength;” 
and relying on this animating declaration, 
they deliberately. purpoſe that, ſo far. as they 
may be able, the grand governing maxim of 
their future lives ſhall de, 55 70 < wel 70 ae 
1 0 RE v K | 
- 8 ek „ | Behold 
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Bchold here the ſeminal principle, which 

Sa e ichn it, as in an embryo ſtate, the 
rudiments of all true virtue; Which, ſtrik- 
ing deep its roots, though Fable" perhaps 
and lowly'in its beginnings, ſileritiy progreſ- 
ſive, and almoſt inſenſibly maturing, yet 
will ſhortly, even in the bleak and churliſſi 
temperature of this world, lift up its head 
and ſpread abroad its branches, bearing 
' abundant fruits; precious fruits of refreſh- 
ment and conſolation! of which the boaſt- 
ed products of philoſophy are but fickly 
imitations, void of fragrance. and of fla- 
wur. But, | 4807 DAE ' | | 


— 


ks Igneus eſt ollis y vigor -& earls o origo... 3 
At length it ſhall be tranſplanted into its na: 


tive region, and enjoy a more genial cli- 
mate, and a kindlier foil ; and, burſting 
forth into full lyxuriance, with unfading beau- 
ty and unexhaufted odours, ſhall flouriſh for 
ever in the paradiſe of God. 


But while the ſervants of Chriſt continue 85 
in this life, glorious as is the iſſue of their 
labours, Fg receive but too many humili- 

ating memarials of their remaining imper- 
fections, and they daily find reaſon to con- 
feſs, that they cannot do the things that chey 


would. Their determination, however, is 


fill uaſhaken, and it is the fixed defire of 0 8 


IS + * : * N X 2 
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098 a . their hearts to improve in all holineſi—and 
this, let it be obſerved, on many accounts. 
— Various paſſions concur to puſh them for- 
ward; they are urged on by tlie dread of 
failure, in this arduous but neceſſary work; 
they truſt not, where their all is at ſtake, 
to lively emotions, or to internal impreſſions 
however warm; the example of Chriſt is 
their pattern, the word of God is their rule; 
there they read, that © without holineſs no 
„man can ee the, Lord.” It is the de- 
£ ſcription of real Chriſtians, that « * they are 
gradually changed into the image of their 
« Divine Maſter; and they dare not allow 
themſelves to believe their title ſure, except 
ſo far as they can diſcern in themſelves the 


en traces of this bleſſed reſemblante. 


It is not merely however the fear of mi- 
ſery, and the deſire of happineſs, by which 
they are actuated in their endeavours to ex- 
cel in all holineſs; they love it for its own 
ſake; nor is it /olely by the ſenſe of ſelf. inte- 
_ (this, though often unreaſonably con- 
demned, is but it muſt be confeſſed a prin- 
ls of an inferior order) that they are in- 

| fluenced/in' their determination to obey the 
will, and to cultivate the favour of God. 
This determination has its foundations in- 
deed in a deep. and humiliating ſenſe of his 
exalted Majeſty and 2 pou and of 
l © | their 


— 
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| their own extreme inferiority. and littleneſs, IT 90 


ttended with a ſettled conviction of its be- 
ing their duty as his creatures, to ſubmit in 
all things to the will of their great Creator. 
But theſe awful impreſſions are relieved and 
ennobled by an admiring ſenſe of the infinite 
perfections and infinite amiableneſs of "the 
Divine Character; animated by a confiding 
though humble hope of his fatherly kindneſs 


and Protection; and-quiekencd by the grate- | 


ful recollection of immenſe.and continually 
increaſing obligations. This is the Chriſtian 
love of God! A love comp 
ration, of preference, of hope, of truſt, of 
joy; chaſtiſed by reverential awe, and wake- 


977 ful with continual gratitude, 


I would here expreſs my ſelf with cation, 
leſt I ſhould inadvertently wound the heart 


of ſome weak but ſincere believer. The 


elementary principles which have been above 
enumerated may exiſt in various degrees 


and PT oportions. A difference in natural diſ- 
poſition, in the circumſtances of the paſt life, 


unded of admi- 


and in numberleſs other particulars, may d- 85 


caſion a great difference in the predominant 
tempers of different Chriſtians. In one, the 


love, in another the fear of God may have 


the aſcendency ; truſt in one, and in another 
gratitude ; but in greater or Teſs degrees, 4 


coral: complacency in the ente. an,” 
361 L4 _ exalted 
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CHAP. exalted" ſenſe of the perfections, a grateful 
| impreſſion of the goodnels, ' and a humble 
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hope of the favour of the Divine Being, are 5 
common to them all. Common — the de- 


termination to devote themſelves without 


exceptions, to the ſervice and glory of God. 
—Common-—the" deſire of holineſs and of 
continual progreſs towards perfection. Com- 
mon—an abaſing conſciouſneſs of their own 
unworthineſs, and: of their many remaining 
infirmities, which interpoſe ſo often to cor- 
rupt the fimplicity of their intentions, to 


thwart the execution of their purer purpoſes, 


and fruſtrate the reſolutions of ek rn 


But ſome perhaps, tho! will not Arey 
and in the groſs oppoſe the conclufion for 


which We ve been contending, may en- 


deavour to elude them. It Nabe urged, 


that to repreſent them as of general applica- 
tion, is going much too far; and however 


true in the caſe. of ſome. individuals of a 
higher order, it may be aſſerted they are not 
e to ordinary Chriſtians; from theſe 
ſo much will not ſurely be expected; and 
here perhaps there may be a ſecret reference 


to that ſuppoſed mitigation of the requifi- 


tiotis of the Divine Law under the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation, Which was 8 noticed. 
This is % ES a Cas it ought 
not | 


"Of PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY. ' 
not to be paſſed over; let us call in the au- 
tho rity: of Scripture ; at the ſame time not 


to tire the patience of our readers, but a few 


paſſages ſhall be cited, and we muſt refer to 
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SEC r. | 


15 
e 1 


the word of God itſelf thoſe who wiſh for 
fuller ſatisfaction. The difficulty here is not 
to find proofs, but to ſelect with diſcretion | 


from the multitude which pour in upon us. 
Here alſo as in former inſtances, the poſi- 
tive injunctions of Scripture are confirmed 
and illuſtrated, by various conſiderations and 
inferences ſuggeſted by other parts of the 
facred Writings, all tending to Fat lame 1 in⸗ 
fallible concluſion. | 


In the firſt place, the precepts. are lan: 


ed in the broadeſt and moſt general terms; 


there is no hint given, that any perſons 


are at liberty to conceive themſelves ex- 
| empted from the obligation of them, and 


* 


in any who are diſpoſed to urge ſuch a plea 


of exemption, it may well excite the moſt 


ſerious apprehenſion to conſider how the 
_ plea would be received by an earthly tribu- 
nal ; no weak argument this to any who are 
acquainted with the Seriptures, and wha 


know how often God is there repreſented. as 


reaſoning with mankind on the principles 


- which they have e for n . 


_ 
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The Pre- 
cepts uni- 
werfal, be- 
cauſe re- 
fulting 
from rela. 
tions com- 
mon to all 
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But in the next place the precepts in 
1 contain within themſelves abundant 
| proofs of their uniuerſal application, inaſ- 
much as they are grounded on circumſtances 
and relations common to 47 Chriſtians, and 
of the benefits of which, even our Objec- 
tors themſelves (though they would evade 
the practical deductions from them) would 


not be willing to relinquiſh their ſhare. 


« they. are bouglit with 4 price; 


Chriſtians « are not their dn, becauſe 
they are 


not © to live unto themſelves,” but 7 him 


4 that died for them” 


f 1 
. 


they are end. 
ed to do the moſt difficult duties, 


S they may be the children of their Father | 


„ which is in heaven; and except a man 


be Born again of the Spirit (thus again be- 


coming one of the ſons of God) he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. It is Be- 
cauſe they are ſons,” that God has given them 
what 1n Scripture language is ſtyled he /prrit 


of adoption. It 1s only of as many as are led by 


the Spirit of God, that it is declared that they 


are the ſons of God; and we are expreſsly 
warned (in order as it were to prevent any 


fach looſe profeſſion of Chriſtianity as that 
which we are here combating) V. any man 
« have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
* his.” Inſhort, Chriſtians in general are every 
where denominated the fervants and the chil. 
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dren of God, and. are required to ſerve him SE er. 
5 with that ſubmiſſive obedience, and that af- 


fectionate promptitude of duty, which "RG 
| to thoſe endearing relations. 


Eſtimate next, the force of dive: welt Strong 
Yu known paſſuge—< Thou ſhalt love the Lord . 
« thy God with 4/0 thy heart, and with 41 e eee 
_ * thy. mind, and with all thy foul, and ns. 
with all thy ſtrength! “' The injunc- 
tion is multiplied on us, as it were to 
ſilence the ſophiſtry of the caviller, and to 
fix the moſt inconſiderate mind. And though, 
for the ſake of argument, we ſhould concede 
for the preſent, that under lie qualifications 
formerly ſuggeſted, an ardent and vigorous af- 
fection were not indiſpenſably required of us; 
yet ſurely if the words have any meaning at 
all, the leaſt which can be intended by them 
is that ſettled predominant eſteem and cordial, 
preference for which we are now contend- 
ing. The concluſion which this paſſage 
forces on us, is ſtrikingly confirmed by other 
parts of | Scripture, wherein the love of God 
is poſitively commended to the whole of a 
Chriſtian church *; or wherein the want of 
it +, or wherein its not being the chief and 


ruling affection f, is charged on perſons mm, 
? 2 Cor. Xiii, 14. RY 
7 Jan! iti. 17.—Rom, x xvi. 18.—Compared with 
ety _ Philip. 1 tits 19. | 
58 * lit, 14. 
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feſſing themſelves Chriſtians, as being ſi” 
cient to diſprove their claim to that appella- 
tion, or as being equivalent to denying it. 

Let not therefore any deceive themſelves by 


3 imagining, that only an abſolute unqualified 
© renunciation of the deſire of the favour of 


God is here condemned, God will not ac- 
cept of a divided affection; a fingle heart, and 


a ſingle eye are in expreſs terms declared to 


be indiſpenſably required of us. We are or- 
gered, under the figure of amaſſing heavenly. 


treaſure, to make the favour ks ſervice of 
God our chief purſuit, for this very reaſon, 
becauſe © where our treaſure ts, there will. 
% our hearts be alſo.” It is on this principle 


that in ſpeaking of particular yices, ſuch 


phraſes are often uſed in Scriptyre as ſuggeſt- 
that their criminalty mainly conſiſts in draw- 
. away the HEART from Him who is the 

object af its preference; and that ſins, 
I we might think very different in c 
minality, are "claſſed together, becauſe they 
all agree in this grand character. No 
this preference. aſſerted only over affeftiong 
which are vicious in themſelves, and to 
Which therefore Chriſtianity might. well be 


ſuppoſed hoſtile; but over thoſe alſo which in 
their juſt meaſure are not only lawful, but 


eyen moſt ſtrongly enjoined on us. He 


190 that lor tn father and mother more ban 


lin me, 
> 5 1 | 
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Ane ſays our bleſſed Saviour,“ eis not worthy sR r. 
772 of me; and he that loveth ſon or daugh- 4 
« ter more than me, j is not worthy of me *. ih 
Tbe ſpirit of theſe injunctions harmonizes 
with many commendations in Scripture, of 
"zeal for the honour of God as well as with 
that ſtrong expreſſion of diſguſt and abhor- 
. rence. with which the lukewarm, thoſe, that 
are neither cold nor . are e of as 


43 


even open and avowed enemies. 


Another claſs" of inſtances tending to the 
"Gains point, is furniſhed by thoſe many paf- 
figs of Scripture. wherein the promoting of 
tlie glory of God is commanded as our ſu- 
preme and univerſal aim, and wherein the 
honour due unto Him is declared to be that 

in which He will allow no competitor to par- 
ticipate. On this head indeed the Holy 
Seriptures are, if poſſible, more peremptory 
than on the former; and at the ſame time ſo 
full as to render particular citations unneceſ- 
ſary in the caſe of any one who has ever ſo 
little acquaintance with the word of God. 


1 put the fame thing therefore in another 
Aye. All Who have read the Scriptures | 


muſt confeſs that idolatry is the crime againſt 
Which God's higheſt reſentment is expreſſed, 
* Matt. x. — Ws 
b | | | | 5 and 


- 


' bow in 


| puehtians ebnet det Tiörs | 


and his ſevere ſhment denounced. But 5 
let us not deceive ourſelves." It is not in 


ig the knee to idols that idolatty con- 
fits, 10 much as in the internal homage bf 
the heart; as in the feeling towards them, 


of any of chat ſupreme love, ot reverence, or 
1 gratitude, which God reſer 


res to himſelf as 
his own excluſive prerogative. On thefame 


Principle, whatever elſe draws off the heart 
from him engroſſes our prime regard, and 


holds the chief place in our eſteem and affec- 


tions, hat, in the eftimation of reaſon, is no 
leſs an idol to us, than an image of Wood or 
ſtone would be; before which we ſhould fall 
down and worſhip. Think not this a 
ſtrained analogy: it is the very language and 


argument of inſpiration. The ſervant of 
God. is commanded not to ſet. up his idol in 


5 his Heart; and ſenſuality and covetouſneſs are 


dly termed Idolatry. The ſame God 


ho declares My glory will 1 not give 
5 « 9 another, neither my praiſe 06 gruen 


images, declares alſo— Let not the wiſe 
13 glory in his wiſdom, neither let the 


| K mighty man g/ory in his might; let not 


. the rich man glory i in his riches * „% 4. No 


1 fleſh may glory in his preſence 5 4 he that 


8 let bim Be in the Lord.” «oj . The ; 


jj 
8 > 5 © ; 5 ” | 


Cd 


-———_ in 55 . ad ation 
miring N * He e mot God the 
. bon der. 
es ky wh," it is to * feared, 1 
57 little regarded. Let the Great, and the 
Wie, and the Learned, and the Succeſsful lay 
them feriouſly to heart, and labour habitually 


<6 I 


from nature, or. ſtudy, or fortune, as the un- 
merited bounty of God. This reflection wilt 
naturally tend to produce a diſpofiti tion, inſtead | 
of that proud ſelf complacency ſo apt to grow 
upon the human heart, in all reſpects oppoſite | 

tort}. diſpoſition honourable to God, and 
uſeful to man; a temper com ved of rever= 

- ence, humility, and gratitude, and delighting 


to be engaged in the praiſes, and employed in 


| hs henevolbit, e of, 1 ee Be- 


„ to return to our Seed, it 8 re 
mains to be remarked, that here as in the for- 8 
mer inſtances, the characters of the righteous 25 
and of the wicked, as delineated in Scripture, 
exactly correſpond. with the repreſentations 
which have dae {vg 55 222 3 2 ins 
8 
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CHAP. 8 neceſſity of this c 
1v. devotedneſs to the clas: and. iſ od, 
> as being indiſpenſable to the charakter of the, 
true Chriſtian, has been infiſted on at, the 
greater length, not only on account of its W] n 
extreme importance, but alſo becauſe it 
; appears to be a duty too - enerally over- 
e looked. Onde well eſtabliſhed it will ſerve as 
5 : a fundamental principle both for t ne govern- | 
ment of the heart and regulation,c of the con- 
duct; and will prove eminently uſeful 1 in the 
of deciſion. of many practical caſes which it 
might be difficult to bring under the undiſe 


puted operation of any ſubordinate « or 2 
priate, rule. 
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s- now, de eigewecied to „elta | 
the ſtrictneſs and to aſcertain the eſſential cha- 
racter of true practical Chriſtianity, let us in- 
veſtigate a little more in detail the practiea 
ſyſtem of the bulk of . . 

= WE eee 13803 TW | 
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Sa 
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| eiten 
. * It will * We e E; the 8 is not the 
object of this work to animadvert on the vices, defects, ant 
= \ erroneous opinions of the times, except ſo far as they are re- 
oeeived into the prevailing religious ſyſtem, or are tolerated 
by it, and are not thought ſufficient to prevent a man * 
Han eſteemed on the whole a very tolerable Chriſtian, | 
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1 t was formerly remarked, that the whole er. 
' a d diffance. as to . ſeen only in i the Co 
| gr os. We now, it is to be feared, ſhall find pravtica 
too much cauſe for believing that they who rener 
approach a little nearer, and do diſcover, in th bulk of 
x Chriſtianity ſomew hat of a diſtinct form, yet We | 
come not cloſe enough to diſcern her pecu- : 
liar Uneaments and conformation. The wri. | 
ter muſt not be underſtood to mean that the. 1 
ſeveral miſconceptions which he ſhall have 
| occaſion to 76 Bs will be eee found | 
leſs that they are regulatly digeſted into 2 1 
ſyſtem; nor will it be expected they all ſhowd. 11 
meet in the ſame perſon; that: 
not be found in different people, and under 
different circumſtances, varioufly blended, 
combined, and modified. ' It will be enough” 
i we ſueceed in tracing out great and general + Jt 
outlines. The. human countenance may be. Ji 
well deſcribed by its general characters, = | 
„ infinitely varied by the peculiaritiee 
£ elong to different rb and ä 
often by fuch thades and min les 
perceptions, it would excced che power of 


tigg 


| 


| CHAP. 


"Iv, 


whole of the human bo | 
its: kindly. influence to the ſmalleſt and re- 
moteſt fibres of the frame. But che notion 
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A very erroneous notion appears, to prexait 
ecriceriting” the true nature of Religion. Reli- = 
gon agrecably to what has beef altcady tate, | 
. ee of the dubſeer Will e 
\ repetition) may be Con iidered? 25 the. 777575 5 

rds Fi ative principle; i > it 


tien 'of a vige | 
Sa in tde feat, Where its authority is te- 
. as. Kapretne, whence by: degrees 5 5 
P whatever 18 0 Ppoſed to it, and where * 


it gradually b brings all the affections and de- 
_ fires under its complete” Control and regu- 


e | Se 991 . N 1 18 
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Tent KAnn 799 20 Ws 175 1 rg 60 7 C0169 130 | 
though the heary! Mg its el a 
yibe; ſaid to poſſeſs i in a degree, £ 
he ub1q\ wing of i its Divine Author. Hey 8 : 
1 and purſuit maſt acknow | 
preſence, and whatever does not, or . er | 


cannot receive its, ſacred ſtamp, is to be con- = 


demned as inherently defective, aud . is to be at y 
once abſtained from..or abandoned. It! is Uke : 


| the principle of. vitality, whi ch 2 


informing every part, lives throughout the 
dy, and communicates 


0 Religion entertained by Man 


indeed, in ſubmiſſion to her clear prohibi 


ſeems altogether. different. Theps ben | 
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may þ be their .circumſtances and views, in 


Which however the is to poſſeſs merely a qua- 
lified Juriſdiction, and having ſo done, — i 


conceive: that without let or hindr 


| have 4 right to range at will over the — 
cious reniainder. | Religion ean claim only 
a ſtated proportion of their thoughts; and 
time; and fortune and influence; and of theſe, 
= perhaps of any of them, if they make her 
any thing of a liberal allowance, ſhe may well 
be ſatisfled; the reſt is now their own to do 
what they will with; they have paid their 


tythes, ſay rather their compoſition, the de- 


maänds of the Church are ſatished, and. they 


may ſurely be permitted to enjoy what ſhe 
bas left without moleſtation « or interference. 
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religious duties; ; if they to abt ſtray z into * i 


en ground, if they reſpect the rights 
of the conceded allotment; what more can be 
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how near they approach what they conceive 
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paſſed it, there is no harm done, it 18 
no 5 treßeß. Thus the free and attive- fpirit ; 
of Religion is '8 cribbed and hemmed mM” 
the is checked in her diſpoſition to expand 
d 1 enlarge” the circle of her 
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tual, and Wasen principle of — We 
ſet up for ourſelves: we are becot 
OW m. ters. The ſenſe Of conſtant homa 
and continual ſervice: i is irkſome and galling 
to us; and we rejoice in being emanecipated 
frotn it as from a ſtate. of baſe and ſervile : 
e Thus the very tenure and con- 
dition by which life and all its {poſſeſſions - 
are held; ; undergo a total change: dur facul- 
ties and powers are now out own: What⸗ 
ever we have is regarded rather as à property 
than as a truſt; or if there ſtill exiſt the re- 
membrance of ſome 8 claim, we! 
are ſatisfied with an occafional: ackndw ledg-- : 
ment of a nominal right ; we pay our PR. 
per corn, and take our eſtates to ourſelves i in 
full and free enjoyment. 
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* cupy till I come; are forgotten, Or if it - 
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views than ardinary, that à reference is to be 
ee to ſome principle ſuperior to that of our 
on gratification, it is, at beſt, to the good 
2 0 bs = ſoeiety, or to the welfare of our milies'; „ 
and even then the obligations reſulting from 
pie chat relations, are ſeldom einforced on us by 
any higher ſanctions than thofe- of family 
comfort, and of worldly intereſt or oY 
tion, Beſides; what multitudes of perſons 
are there, people without fartilies, in NNE AR 
Nations, or of a retired turn, to whom they 

ate ſcarcely held to apply; and what multi! : 
_ tudes: of caſes to which it would be thought 
unneceſſary ſerupuloſity to extend them? 
Accordingly we find in fact, that the gene- 5 
rality of mankind among the higher order, 
in the formation of their ſchemes, i in the fe- 
leßsieg of their ſtudies, in the choice of their 
placegf reſidence, in the employment and diſ- 
tribution of their time, in their thoughts, 
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I pity: the man who can travel frem 
Dan to Beer-ſheba, and cry * It is all barren” 
No man has a right to be idle Not to ſpeak 
af that great work which wWe all have to c- 
compliſh; and farely the wol attention of 
a ſhort and precarious life is not more than 
an eternal intereſt may well require, where 
n that in ſuch K world as this, health and 


( leifure 


en pared. 


68 * 


fam 1755. G. 2 provide = 


n 


© | . aan INADEQUATE concerrIons. 


affluence may not ſind ſome; ig 
2 to inſtruct, ſome wrong to redreſs, X 
ſome want to 23 ſome miſery to alle- | 

viate? Shall Ambition and Avarice never 
ſleep? Shall they never want objects on 
which. torfaſten ?/ Shall they be Saat 
> diſcover, ſo acute to:-diſeern, ſo-eager; ſo 
| 2 mall the Bency ce 
of Chriſtians want employment: 
Vet thus life rolls away with tod many of 
us in 2 courſe” orc" ſhapeleſs idleneſs.” 55 Its 
ations conſtitute its chief buſineſs. Wa. 


ſtering places. the ſports of the field—cards| 
. 11 cards the afſembly—the thea- 
e contribute their aid. —amuſements 
are multiplied,” and combined 7 and var ed, 
& to fill up the void of a liſtle s and langu id 
life; and by the judicious ule of theſe fic, 
ferent | reſources, there is often a kind of 5 
ſober ſettled Plan of domeſtic diffi jpation,, in, 
ch with all imaginable decency year after 
year wears away in unprofitable Vacancy. 
Even old age often finds us pacing in the 
ſume round of amuſements, which our earl 
youth had tracked out. Meanwhile, being ; 
conſcious that we are not giving into any fla- 
grant vice, perhaps that we are guilty of n 
irregularity, and it may be, that we are not 
neglecting the offices of Religion; we perſuade” 
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e take up with ſenſual p 6 
The chief happineſs of their lives conſiſts in 
one Tpecies « or another gf animal gratificatio 
FEN perſons 1 haps will — 
compole a a pretty large deſeription. It wil 
be 1 70 that it belongs not to our. 
purpole to ſpeak of the groſely and 
louſly Profligate, who renounce all f 
ſions to the name of Chriſtians, but of thoſe 
who, maintaining a certain decency. of el 
racter, and perhaps being tolerably obſervant 
of the forms of Religion may yet be not im- 
: properly, . aber ſenſualiſtis. Theſe, 
though leſs impetuous and more meaſured, 
are not lets ſtaunch and ſteady, than the pro- 
felled votaries of licentious pleaſure, int 
purſuit of their favourite objects. Mortify | 
* the fleſh," with i Its affeQions and luſts,” is the 90 
Chriſtian precep pr; a ſoft luxurious, cont. 3 
5 habitual, Manges, is the Praclice of the pr | 
bulk of modern Chriſtians: and that conſtant, 
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hem and to their "feflow-creatures, 
oftkn act as! "tough "their condition were 
meunt to be ai{tate” of Uniform." "indulgence, 
and vacant; unprofitable floth.” To multiply 
che cornforts of aluctice, to provide for the 
gratification of appetite,” to be luxurious 
without diſeaſes, and ol Without fal- 
ftudde; ſeerts the chief ſtudy of their lives. 
Nor ean they be clearly exetnpted from this 

claſs, Who, by a common error, fibſtitting 

the means for the end, make the preſervation 

of health and ſpirits, not as inſtruments 'of 

fulneſs, but as ſources of pleaſure, their 

g See une aus © continual care. e e 
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retinues, Iplendid entertainment, high and 
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life. | "This, claſs too, if we miſtal : 
. be found: numerous in our daysz fi for. 1 

be conſidered, Mas it is the, heart, ſes an lig, 

E. Which conſtitutes. the eſſential charge: | 
15 It often, happens, that. perſons, to whoſe. 
WE IG ſtation theſe indulgences moſt pro- 


— * be long, Are moſt. indifferent, to, them. 
The undue. lokcitude about them is. more 


viſible 1 11 perſons, of inferior conditions And. 
ſmaller. for! 


: detected by the ſtudious co of a 
5 miſapplied ingenuity to reconcile parade with 
economy, and glitter at a cheap rate. But - 
this temper of diſplay, and renden a 
direct contraſt - to the. lowly, mo 
aſſuming carriage of the true Chi 
wherever, there is an evident 5 5 — 4 
ſtruggle 0 excel! in articulars, here in 
queſtion, a, manifeſt, with, thus to,rivalidus, = 
periors, to outftrip et quals, tq dazzle inferiors, 4 ; 
it is manifeſt the 7 — end of life, : and of | 
all its poſſeſſions, is too little Ker pt in View, | | 
and it is ta he feared that the gratification » 
a vain oſtentatious humour is the —— 
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They are often recognized a and openly avowW- ]. 
os uſt * maſter principles of action. But, 
\et this is not the caſe, they alſume fuch, 
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ade the” ge ſuch powerful cas. that. 
they are received with coldatity and ſuffered 
to gather ſtrength without ſulpieion. „The 
ſeducing conſiderations. of diligence in our | 
callings, of ſucceſs in our Profeffon, of, 
making handſome proviſions for our children, 
beguile our better judge rents. « We riſe” 
early, and late take reſt, and eat the bread 
of carefulneſs. In our few intervals of. 
leiſure, our exhauſted ſpirits re hire refreſh.” 
ment; the ſerious concerns of our immortal 
ſouls, are matters of ſpeculation too grave and 
gloomy to anſwer the purpoſe, and we fly t to 
ſomething chat may better deſerve the name 
of relaxation, till we are again famimoned t 
(RE labours 'of our employment. TY 
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Meanwhile Religion ſeldom comes in our 


Way, ſcarcely occurs to our thou aghts; and 0 
when ſome ſecret miſgivings begin to be Alt. 
on this head, company ſoon drowns, am 
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ments diflipate, or ' habitual occupations in- 
ſenſibly diſplace or {mother the riſing appre- | 
©.” henfion. Profeſſional and. commercial men 
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"0 leaves them no time to think on theſe ſerious 
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WO of more. than, ordinary, reflection, c 
7 early babits of piety not quite worn away, 
1 ally quiet. their conſciences by the plea | 
that neceſſary attention to their buſineſs 


þ ſubj ects at preſent. Men of leiſure they 
4 Confeßs ſhould conſider them; they them 
© ſelves will. do it hereafter when they 
« retire; meanwhile they are uſefully or at 
| « leaft innocently employed. Thus buſi- 
bas neſs and pleaſure fill up our time, and the 
Done thing needful, is forgotten. Re- 
ipetted by others, and ſeeretly applauding 
ourſelves (perhaps congratulating ourſelves 
that we are not like ſuch an one who is a 
ſpendthrift or a mere man of pleaſure, or fuch. 
. another who is a Notorious miſer) the true 
principle of action is no leſs wanting in us, 
and perſ ſonal advancement. or the acqu ſition 
of wealth is the object of our Supreme de- 
| ſires and predominant purſuit. - 5 | 


It . be to preſume too wah on {Wo | 
1 7 eader's-patience to attempt a delineation of J 
5 the cha n of the politician, the meta- 
phyſician, the ſcholar, the poet, the virtuoſo, | 
dhe man of taſte, in all their varieties. Of 
» theſe and many other claſſes which might be 
enume ate ufiee it to remark, and to ap- 
peal to evety man's own . ear for the 
truth gf - the: obſer nn that they in like 
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ſerve, and continues abſorbed With the-fuller . 
confidence; from the conciouſnefs of not being g : 
led to its object by ſelf intereſted motives, 1 
Here therefore theſe men ate ardent, active, 
laborious, perfevering, and they think, and 3 
ſpeak; and act „as thoſe, the Whole happi ineſs = 
| whoſe fife turns bs the ſucceſs or failure of 
their erideavours. When ſüch as we have 2 
en it, is the uni turbedl compoſure of mere 
tigers, it is leſs wonderful that the votaries 
of learning and of taſte when abſorbed in 
their ſeveral putſvirs, mould be able to check 
ſtill more cafily any grow! ing apprehenſion, | 3 
Mencing it by the ſugg eſtion, that they are 
more than Hatrtileſsly, that they are meri- | 
toriouſly employed. 6 Surely 1 he thanks of 
« mankind are juſtliy paid to'thoſe' more re- 
< fined ſpirits who, ID to we" 5 . 
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attractive force, are permitted without Con- 
troul to take that courſe, whatever it may 
be, which beſt ſuits our natural temper; or: 
to Which they are Faanes by our various 
fituations and circumſtances. Sometimes they 
manifeſtly appear to be almoſt entirely conſin- 
ed to a fingle track; but perhaps more fre- 


quently the lines in N they move ate ſo 


| intermingled and diverſified, that it beeomes 


not a little, difficult, even when we look into 


ourſelyes, to — the object by which: 
they e chiefly. at 
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E of their — or WhO are aware 55 


" choſe concerns on which 1 Te, 


But ir it HE dodge "WEE that Wie * ö 
affe dens of the ſoul be ſupremely fixed on 
| God, that unleſs it be the leading and govern- 
ing defire and Primary prrſuit to poſſeſs his 
"favour and promote his glory, we are conſi- 
dered as having transferred our fealty to an 
uſurper, and as being in fact revolters from 


to be fu. | 
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our law ful ſovereign; if this be indeed the 


Scripture doctrine, all the ſeveral attach⸗ 
ments which have been lately enumerated, 
of the different claſſes of ſociety, Wherever 

1 intereſt the affections, and poſſeſs the 

ſoul in any ſuch meaſure of ſtrength as de- 
ſerves to be called predominance, are but ſo 
many varied | expreſſions of diſioyaliy. God 
requires to ſet vp his throne in the heart, 
and to reign in it without a rival: if he 
* . out of * 5 it matters not by 
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avowed; or, more. beet ; 
ſon of elite eren © or of inconſide · 
rate levity; we may be the ſubjecs of A 
more: oof a less ith table thaſter $ We 
employed in ſervices more gh 
defined?" but whether the flaves bf ee; 
of ſenzchakith, of "Aiflipation; of fleth;* or che 
work! es of” ambition; of taſte; or of faſhi 1" 
whether fupremely governed” by Vanity 1 
ſelf lo e, by tlie deftre of literary faite or of 
military glory, we are alike eſtranged from 
the dominiön of our rightful 1 {6vercign:” Let 
not this cem à Harſh Pöſition; it cr appe: 
5 only: "from Hot" adverting to e Was 
wir to be the Mential nature of trus Reli 
Sion 68. Tie who'bowed'the knee to tlie 
öͤf Medicine or of eloquerice; was no leſs an 
Prong than the wo worſhipper of the deified 
Patf ns bf Tew neſs or of theft! "TU {eve- 
fal caſes which Have been "ſpecified, the 
eternal ahr indeed are different, bur in pr m- 
ciple the diſaffection is the ſame ; and winleſs 
we return to our allegiance; we miſt expe - 
the title, and prepare to meet the puriſh- 
ment of rebels on that tremendous” day, 
when all falſe colours ſhall be done away, 
and (there being "= longer any room for the | 
evaſions" of orally: ſophiſtry, or the ſmooth 
* e "anguage}'® ne which 
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very; thing is. viewed els, and leis through : A 
religious medium. To ſpeak. no 1 of 
inſtances wherein we our /e/ves are — 
and wherein the unconquerable power of in- 
dulged appetite may be ſuppoſed to beguile 
our better judgement, or force us on in defi- 
ance öf it; not to inſiſt on the motives by 
which the conduct of men is determined, 
aften avowedly, in;what are to themſelves. the 
moſt! important incidents of life, what are 
the judgements which they form in the caſe 
of others, ? Idleneſs, profuſion, thoughtleſſ- 
neſs, and diſñpation, the miſapplication of 
time or of talents; the trifling away of life in 
frivolous occupations or unprofitable. ſtudies; 
all theſe things we, may regret. in thoſe 
around us, in the view of their temporal ef- 
ys. ub . are, nat confidered 3 in a 9 
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1 "Bay as. eng gs eyen coe · : 
qguſneſs itſelf, though a hateful paſſion, HA et, 
it not extreme, ſcaree preſents the face of 
Irreligion. Is ſome friend, or even ſome 
8 ; common 
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AF VEAL e . 


den acquaintance fick, or has ſorne” 46s 
cident befallen him? How folicitoufly d 
we inquire. after him, how tenderly do We 
viſit' him, How much perhaps do we * regret 
hat he has not l etter advice, how apt are 
we to preſcribe for Him, and how Won We 
reproach ourſelves, if we Were to neglect 
any means in our power of contributing to 
his recovery! But © the mind diſeaſed, is 
neglected and forgotten. that is not our 
affair; we Hope (we do not perhaps mm 4 
5 Believe} that here it is well with him.“ 
The truth is, we have no ſolicitude ab6u 
his ſpiritual intereſt. Here he is treated 
like the unfortunate traveller in the Goſpel; 
ok upon him; we ſee but too well his 
ſad condition, but (Prieſt and Levite alike) 
we paſs by on the other ſide, and leave him 


to the officious rendermeds. af W rs de- 
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When dur hearts being moſt intereſted” 5 


oed molt defirous of determining on tis 
principles,” "and where therefore. the real, 
ſtandard of our deliberate” Jud gements may 
be indiſputably Sen in their educ. 


s, in our — conſiderariohh 
gement of the different parts of their 
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| qualities, above . fortune and Tons in 
life, are taken, aud not unjuſtly taken, 1 
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| 3 our opinions is 1 2. "the. pro: | 
bable effect which. may be produced « on their 
eternal intereſts? Indeed the ſubjects of our 
mutual, i inquiries, . and congratulations, and 
condolences, prove but too plainly t 

0 are in e caſes upp 


4 TY are ph fatal ded — 6 eading 
eee which but too naturally follow from 
the admiſſion of the grand fundamental er- 
ror before mentioned, that of not conſider- 
ing Religion as a Pricicipts: of univerſal ap- 
plication a and command. Robbed of its beſt 
energies, Religion now takes the form of a 
cold compilation of reſtraints 900 prohibi- 
tions. It is looked upon ſimply as a ſet of 
penal ſtatutes; theſe, though wiſe and rea- 
ſonable, are however ſo far as they ex ten 
LY abridgements. of our natural libert „ and. no- 
thing which comes to us in this f ee 
tremely acceptable: CCC 
Atqui nolint occidere  quemquam, pole v 0 ly 1 To 
1 moreover, that the matter a 
Fear oh nat e very: pal; - 
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8 on cauſe is in queſtion, will be likely to 

ma ; conſtrue them liberally in his own 


which! np are ee treated. 8 
rather than to the 


dhe principle 
quaintance with the word of God would 
have clearly taught us to infer from them. 
At others, the ſpirit of an injunction 18 
All; and this we contrive to collect ſo 


dexterouſly, as thereby to to > relax or anal the 


ſtrictneſs * the terms. Whatever i is not 
L. expreſsly forbidden cannot be bery crimi-' 


nal; whatever is not poſitively enjoined, | 
"0 net be indifpenſably neceffary—If we 

: fend againſt the laws, what more _ 
un be expected from us: The perſons to 


do not offe 


om the ſtrict precepts of the Goſpel 
| Were given, vere in very different circum- 
 * ſtances from thoſe in which we are placed. 
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5 (by which however we ſeldom deceive 0 


of che word of God is expl 
its too rigid canons are ſoftened. down with 


human ſtatutes, Like Swift's unf 


ather reſqurce fail us, we. come at laſt to the 
ſame concluſion as the Brothers 


rene INADEQUATE. CONGEPTIO 
By theſe and other ſuch. diſhoneſt ſhifts 


ſelwes, except it be in thinking tha 
geive the pure but ſtrong. ere 
uned away, and 


as rb. dexterity as is exhibited by thoſe 
ractiſe a logic of the ſame complexion, 
ip. order. to eſcape from the obligations of 


r Ann 


Brothers *, we are ſometimes put tp. — 4 


culties, but our ingenuity is little inferior ta 


| theirs, If totidem verbis +. wall, not e 


Our turn, try totidem ſyllabis; if totem Ly. 
labis fail, try 


our. caſe, as well as in theirs, . an alleg 


ical ſcnſe” to he adverted to, and if every 


dopted, that 
lauſes require ſom: 


after, all, thoſe rigorous clauſe ome 
allowance, . and a favourable. ieee 


letter is obſtnat and, Genese what we 
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the 166 lenient ' judicatures 8. of human 
Wyre conc ede ſomewhat to the weak- 5 


© neſs of man. g I. is an eſtablithed maxim— 
* « TY minimis non curat lex. 


« we ar are are not worſe than the generality. All 
men are imperfect. We own, we have our 
4 infirmities; | we confeſs it is ſo; „ We with 
« we were better; and truſt as we grow. older 
«we thall . ſo; we are ready to ne- 
knowledge that we muſt be indebted for 
our admiſſion into a future ſtate of happi- 
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and to long to be releaſed from it; not let 
| two things: -be confounded, than which. none = 
dan be, more fundamentally different, the al- 


1 by 


© Bur let pot. this el be mi ta en 0 


8 hat of true Chriſtian LON, Or, Wie 
it 18 the very eſſence to feel the bur en * 
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lowed want of univerſality in our determina- 
tion, and our endeavour: to, obey, the will. of 
God, .and that defective N ,of 


our purpoſes, which even the beſt, of men 
3 will too often find reaſon. to deplore. In the 


perſons « of whom we have been now ſpeaking, 
the UNCOncern. with, which they. can argule 
themſelves upon the borders of ſin, the eaſy 
e with which 4 2 can 3 57 5 
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555 20 means "the ha. of hate 1 8 . 


| that there is no love of holineſs as ſuch; no 


Endeavour to acquire it, no care to prepare 
the ſoul for the reception « of this divine prin- 


ciple, and to expel « or keep under Whatever 


might be likely to obſtrut its entrance, or 


Glſpute 1 its eee. wipe Cy me 
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1 It 18 indeed a moſt — | 
of the pratlige, 2 * 2 as a 
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unk principhe, at t Wit coies! 68 be — 1 
Tonic bed as being converſant about external mind 3 

5 Ps 7 rather” than about habits" 27 mind. = 
+ ſentiment Pornetitnes bas iniletd” ws 


der 1 nile of: Cxhravedinaty' ebhesfn for 
Pu ReMeton; ; but it ſoon diſcovers the 
falſehood of this pretenſion, and ere is 
real nature. The expedient indeed of at 
Laining 0 


| ' ſupetiority in practice, by not waſt 85 

ang my of the attention on the internal 

1 principles; from which alone practice can 

flow, is about as reaſonable; and will anſwer 
About as well as the ceeconomy! of the archi- 
tet WHO ſhould accqunt* it mere prodigality 
to expend any of his materials in layinig foun- 
dations, from an idea that they might be 
more erg, W to the raiſing f the 
fuperſtructur 7 We een err 

2} Ine of fockia an edifice. So[ 01 ns 


"It is indeed true, "diy a truth never to be 
8 — 8 that all pretenſions to internal pris 
3 ciples of holineſs are vain when they are con- 
tradifted by the conduct; but it is no leſs true, 
that the only effectual Way of improving the 
latter, is by a vigilant attention to the former. 
It was therefore our bleſſed Saviour's infunc- 
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i he cur. due buſine 


their - flate with impartiality, ad watch « ver 
them with continual care. Indeed it is the 
rt which conſtitutes the Man; and external 
pr aQions derive their. e character and 
of which x they. are. . T Ae Ranma 
judicatures, it is true, are chiefly converſant 
about the former, but this is only becauſe; to 
our limited perceptions the latter can {ſeldom 
be any otherwiſe clearly, aſcertained. : The 
real object of inquiry to human ju ica- 
tures is the internal diſpoſition; it is to this 
that they adapt the nature, and OO 1 
the degree of their puniſuments. 
Vet thoug h this be a truth 8 1 | 
eſtabliſhed, Joe to have infiſted on it may 
ſeem almoſt needleſs, it is a truth of which 


1 we are apt to loſe fight in the review of Our 


14 eligious Character, and with which the habit 
of conſidering Religion as conſiſting rather 
in external actions, than internal principles, EL 
is at direct and open war, This mode of 
judging may well be termed habitual, for 
thong by ſome perſons it is adviſedly adopt 
_ ed, and openly avowed, yet in many caſes for 
ads of e e huph it has n in- 


ok od. 


eEiple bene in 1 that eg is the mch 
4 produces. BR fi 
noxious weeds, aeg up and ae of 
themſelves but too naturally; while the graces 
of the Chriſtian temper; exoties in the ſoil of 
the human heart, like the more tender pro- 
ductions of the vegetable world, though the 
light and breath of Heaven muſt quieken 
them, require on our part alſo, in order to. 
their being preſerved in health and vigour, 
conſtant ſuperintendance, and aſſiduous care. 
But ſo far from their being earneſtly ſought 


5 for, or watchfully reared, with unremitted W 63- 


prayers for that Divine Grace, without Which 
all, our labours muſt be incife@ual, ſuch 1 is 


demning, Chas, 1 no ee rs. are „ 1705 | 
their attainment, or they are ſuffered: to droop 
and die, almoſt without an effort to pre- 
ſerye them. The culture of the mind is leſg _ 
and leſs attended to, and at len gth perhaps 
iS almoſt wholly neglected. , Way being thus 
made for the unobſtructed growth of other 5 
tempers, the qualities of which are very dif- ä 
ferent, and often directly oppoſite, theſe na- 
 turally. overſpread and quietly, poſſeis the 
minds 5 ſon 3 to the Chriſtian Spi- 
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get that the.” 


__ Chriſtian's 


life is a life 


of Faith— 

and true 
Chriſtians 
character in 
ger OY 


| =* Bee being ee acknowledged, 


ned the: Chriſtian temper; wherein the bul 
ater. nominal. Chriſtians! appear eminently. and | 
| allowedly defective, have been already no- 
tiged in this and in the pr cceding; chapter, 
ae e ey remain to to be 0 


eehte es dars concrrriots 
ned, and even perhay x 


except when their exiſtence and their nature 
are manifeſted in the conduct by weck fon | 
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"Firſt hai; it is the ea com- 
pendium of the character of true Chriſtians, 
that they are walking by faith, and not by 
« tight, By this deſcription 1 is meant, not 
merely that they ſo firmly believe in the 
doctrine of future rewards and puniſhments, 
as to be influenced by that perſuaſion to ad- 


here in the main to the path of duty, though 
tempted to forſake it by preſent intereſt, and 
preſent gratification, but farther, that the 
great truths revealed in Scripture concerning 
the unſeen world, are the ideas for the moſt | 
Pert uppermoſt 3 in their thou ghts, and about 


which, habitually, their hearts are moſt inte- 
reſted. This ſtate of mind contributes, if | 


4 the expreſſion may be allowed, to h the 


« 114 2 +04 3380 It "6 14 ak. 4 Re £ £534 1 15 9 25 * "ll fio 
1 1 * ; a 0 dens 
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8 Areal. aastra, 


1 of viſion, to bring forward into nearer gp 0 15 F: 
view. thoſe eternal things: which from. their 
| remoteneſs are apt to be either wholly overs _ 


a looked, or to appear but faintly in the 


bounds of the horizon ; and to remoye; bunk; - | 
ward and reduce to their true comparative 


> dimenſions, the Objects of the. preſei life, 


| which are apt to fill the human cen allbming; . 
a falſe magnitude from their vicinity... 5 


. 


ttue Chriſtian knows, from +EXPETIENCE. bow. 
 _ Gght, and the latter again to ſwell mit He, 
makes it therefore his continual cars to pre-. 


; ever, that the former are apt to fade from 


| ferve thoſe juſt and enlightened! views; which 


through Divine mercy. he has obtained. Not 


that he will retire from that ſtation; in the 


world which Providence ſeems to have aps: 
pointed him to filz he will be actiye in the 


ineſs of life, and enjoy its comforts with 


not be « totus in lis,” he will not: give up 
his, whole ſoul to them, they will be habitually. 


ſubordinate i in his eſtimation to objects of more 
importance. The aweful truth has ſunk deep 


into his mind, © the things which are ſeen are 


2 tempor; al, but the things which are not ſeen 
4 are eternal,” and in the tumult and buſtle 

- life, he is ſobered by 8505 ſtill mall. voice 
Which whiſpers to him, * the faſhion of this 
. world, Paſſes away.” This circumſtance | 
4 8 1 alone 


eration and thankfulneſs; but he wall 
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ona alone muſt, - is obvious, conftitiite a val 
Pom ference” between. the habitual temper” of his 
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a certain firn 
us againſt the buffets of fortune, and prevents 
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and cat of the generality of nominal 
Chriſtians, who ate almoſt entire! y taken up 


wick the concerns of the preſent. — 
They Ruotb indeed that they are n c 
they de not fee/ it. The truth reſts in their 


1 al, - by + 


underſtandings, and cannot gain admiſſion 
into their hearts. This ſpeculative perſuaflon 


is altogether different from that ſtrong Pr acti- 


cal Wäpreffton of the infinite importance of 
eternal things,” which attended with a pro- 


portionate ſenſe of the ſhortneſs and uncer- 
_ tainty of all below, While it prompts to ac- 


tivity from a conviction that“ the night 
cometh when no man can work, 15 ' prodhices 
neſs of texture, Which ha | 


our being very deeply penetrated by the cares 
and/uitereſts, the goods'or evils; of this tranſt⸗ 


tory ſtate. Thus this full: impreſſion of the 


Tand eternal _ 4 


es of life. Tt quie - 
bt 3 yet moderates our ardour; 


urges us to juſt purſuits, yet checks any undue 


ſolieitude about the ſucceſs of them; and 
ereby enables us, in the language of Seri. 
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aer e by, the eternal 8 
hings, there is another grounded | 
on cher eee no leſs marked, non leſs in 
. They are ſtated in Scripture, n Vas 
| entitling. themſelves: to the notice. of the true, 
"2 Chriſtian, from. conſiderations of. intereſt, but. 
as; approving, themſelves to his. judgement, 
from à conviction of their. excellence, a d 
yet farther, as recommending. themſelyes, to. 
his feelings by their. being ſuited to the re- 
newed diſpoſitions of his heart. Indeed \ were 
the caſe otherwiſe, did not their qualities 
0 orreſpond with his inclinations, however he 
might endure” them on prineiples. of duty, 
and be eoldly conſcious of their e - 
worth, he could not lend himſelf” to them 
dial Complac ney, much leſs look: to 
them as the fureſt ſburce of pleaſure.” But 
this is tlie light in which they are habitually . 
regarded by the true Chriſtian. He walks 
int the ways of Religion, not by conſtraint; 55 
bot willingly; they are to him not only ſuf sn 
bur e 9 87 of W =: 
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| rang as dv its comet riot 
« yell as of peace. Not but that here alſo_ 


W. he is from experience aware of the neceſſit 4 
1 of conſtant ſupport, and continual watchful- 
nes; withoutthele, his oldeſtimate of things 
1 is apt to return on him, and the former ob. 
q | jets of his affections to reſume their in- 
ſloence. Wich carneſt prayers, therefore, 
bor the Divine Help, with jealeus circum» 
bppection aud reſolute ſelf-denial; he guard: 
| _ againſt; and abſtains from, whatever e 
. 5 be likely '« again to darken” bis Sie 
1 | fulgement,' or c his reformed taſte, 
\ 1 thus making it his unwearied endeavour tc 
gero in the knowledge and'love of heavenly 
' 1 | things, and to obtain a warmer admiration, 
_ and W ory: > cordial reliſh” of their 1 
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If * "That this is a 1350 eee of. the 
|| | habitual, judgement and of the leading diſ- 

| poſition. of true Chriſtians,, will be abun- 


gp 91 


WW | lantly evident, if, endeavouring to form 
ti , 35 ourſelves after our Pr Oper model, We COn- 


ſult the ſacred Scripture. . But in vain 
are Chriſtians there repreſented as having 
. Heclions on things above, as 
1 ; Ro. cordial ly... refoicing in the ee and 
| 5 delichting in the worſhip of God. Plea- 
ſure and Religion are contradictory terms 
watt the bulk of nominal Chriſtians. 5 
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family viſits, where it is not even ae ee 2 
that the converſation turns on ſuch topies as 
might render it in any way conducive to re- 
ligious inſtruckion, or improvements.” Their 
families meanwhile are neglected, their ſer- 
vants robbed of Chriſtian privileges, and their 
example quoted by others who cannot ſee 
that they are themſelves leſs religiouſly em- 
ployed While playing an in nocent game at 
cards, er ren in che Concer $99 


* #7} oy 1 * R s 
: ? N Mt ee? EE as 8 F303 4 


But all theſ beter e FIR 50 R 
may be, to unhallow the Sunday and to chang ge 
its character (it might be'almoſt ſaid to 
& relax its horrors,” prove but too Plainly, 
however we may be glad te take refuge in 
Keligion when driven to it by che loſs of 
_= other Lone W to retain a as "i wers 


2 
17 17 


ee enjoyments r our * 3 
that in igel, it wears to us a gloomy and for- 
bidding aſpect, and not a face of conſolation 
and joy: that the worſhip of God is with 
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and grief will eonfeſs this to be their uncom- 


fortable and melancholy ſtate; who humbly. > 


pray, and diligently endeavour for an imagi- 
nation leſs diſtraë Red at devotional ſeaſons,” 
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cellence of divine things; and who carefully 
guard againſt whatever TR 2a; tendency to 


chain down their affections to earthly enjoy- "= 


ments. Let not ſuch'be dre . 700 It is 
not they whom we are condemning; but ſuch 
as knowing and even ackn 


contrary to the poſitive commands of God, 
which forms a perfect contraſt to the repre- 
ſentations given us in Scripture of the Chriſ- 


tian character, and accords but too faithfully; 8 
in one leading feature with the character of 
thoſe who are ſtated to be the objects of Divine 


diſpleaſure in this life, e TOY Nee 
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1 i 18 not oli aa in thu; eſſential con- 
ſtituents of a devotional frame that the bulk of 
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more capable of reliſhing the ex- 


| hd. this to be 
their caſe, yet proceed in a way directly con- 
trary: Who ſcarcely ſeeming to ſuſpect that 
any thing is wrong with them, voluntarily 
acquieſce in a ſtate of mind which is directly 
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— Which they aſpire. Their 'forgetfulne(s alſo. 
* of ſome of the leading diſpoſitions of Chriſtia- 
nity, is undeniably apparent in their allowed 
want of the ſpirit of kindneſs and meekneſs, 
. _. and gentleneſs, and patience and long ſaffer- | 
ing; and above all, of that Which is the ſtock , 
on vchich alone theſe diſpoſitions can grow 
and flouriſh, that Aumiliiy and Jowlingſs of 
mind in which perhaps more hog: in any 
other quality may be ſaid to conſiſt the true 
eſſence and vital principle of the Chriſtian | 

_ temper. Theſe diſpoſitions are not only ne- 
glected, but even diſavowed and exploded, 
and their oppoſites, if not riſing to any great 
height, are Wengen f that applauded... A 

juſt pride, a proper and becoming pride, are 
terms Jer Ws we 2 5 hear from Chriſtian 
lips. To poſſeſs a high ſpirit, to behave with 
4 proper ſpirit when -uſed! ill, —by which. is 
meant a quick feeling af injuries, and a 
promptneſs in reſenting them, entitles to 
commendation; and a meek-ſpirited diſpo- 
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| of repeal authors, and 3 in "the commonly. 
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DE! allowed us tc to diſcuſs it more at large, an 
lor this purpoſe t to treat of it EE a | ſeparate 
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tinction, and honcur, of the admiration palin 
and applauſe of our fellow creatures, if \ we. | 
take it in its full comprehenſiog, a and in all. ; 
its various modifications, from the thirſt of EN 
| glory, to the dread of ſhame, is the paſſion of 
Which the empire is by far the moſt general, 
- anc perhaps the authority the moſt com- g 
| manding. Though i its power be moſt e 
ſpicuous and leaſt, controulable 1 in the high — 
dlaſſes of ſociety, it. ſeems, like ſome reſtleſs 1 
conqueror, to ſpare neither age, nor (ex, nor 
4 Kondition, and taking ten thouſand. ſhap pes, 
ng itſelf under the molt * Apecious 5 
* 8 5 pretexts, | 
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CBA 3 pretexts, and ſheltering itſelf when, neceſſary 

IV. under the moſt artful diſguiſes,” it wins its 
5 — in ſecret, when it dares not openly : avow 
238 itlelf, and mixes in all wWe think, and ſpes 
| and do. It is in ſome iniſtances the deters: 
mined and declared purſuit, and con feſſedly - 

the main practical principle; ; but where this 

is not the caſe, it is not ſeldom the grand 

ſpring of action, and in the Beauty and the 
Author, no leſs than in the 8 it is e N 

the maſter paſſion or the foul. 
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| This is the penile hich) paſta Woog. 
: nize with joy in their infa toffspring, which is | 
| diligently inſtilled and nurtured in advancing 
years, which under the names of honourable 
ambition and of laudable emulation, i it is the 
p aim of ſchools and colleges to excite 
and cheriſh. The writer is well aware that 
| it will be thought he is puſhing his opinions 
much too far when he ventures to aſſail this 
great principle of human action; a principle 
its advocates might perhaps exclaim, (the 
| Thecom- « extinction of which, if you could ſucceed in 
2 — 2 4 raſh attempt, would be like the anni- 
| ation in the material world of the 
« principle of motion; without it all were 
< torpid and cold and comfortleſs. We grant“ 
they might. of on to "obſerye, * mY that Wwe 
—— OT" 
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| «+ e to: brite from the paths of SECT. 
| duty in order to procure the applauſe or to mnt. I 
Avoid the reproaches of men, and we allow . 
that this is a rule too little attended to in 
practice. We grant that the love of praiſe. OP" 
4 igin ſome. inſtances a ridiculous, and in 
others a miſchievous: paſſion; that to it we 
< owe the breed of coquettes and coxcombs, 
and, a more ſerious evil, the noxious race i 
<4 of heroes and conquerors. We too are 
ready, when it appears in the ſhape of | 
< vanity, to ſmile at it as a foible, or in that 1 
FL of falſe glory, to condemn. it as a crime. If 
« But all theſe are only its perverſions, mm | 
on account of them to contend againſt its I 
true forms, and its legitimate exerciſe, I 
_ < were to give into the very error which you | 
formerly yourſelf condemned, of arguing 
_ 4 againſt the uſe of a ſalutary principle alto-— 
4 gether, on account of its being liable to 
& gecafional abuſe. When turned into the 
. richt direction, and applied to its true 
4 purpoſes, it prompts to every dignified and 
| « generous enterprize. It is eruditian in 
the portieo, {kill in the lyczum, eloquence in 0 
4 the ſenate, victory in the field, | It forces 
e indolence into activity, and extorts from 
_ * vice itſelf the deeds of generoſity and vir- 
ue. When once the foul 1 is n by 1 5 
e 


. 4 dong £ 8 * : RIEL, 
2 — _ _ — — ear hs a — 
_ — . r * * 9 cr * TY TM oy Wy 6 ; N i ; = * E 5 
- — - = —- == _ : - - - . — = - — 1 — — — — — = — — 2 — — — _ — — oma ot wv 
— nn end Been Ien <aniee Hade = — — —. .. eve. — — I 
— 5 
2 . — p — —— 


— 
— * 
— — — ͥ — — — 


— 


"= * 
y 4 
— 
— 
83 | 
——— — — — ” 
—————— i. 
_— 
—̃—. — 
E — 


— 
— 


— Oh a _ — won — — — 
. - RE —— ——— —-„—-— — — — m 2 


Ae i» Zenerous ardor, no'diffiea 


TS ee eee 7 


Lagers t „ no labours tire. It . 
e Which; giving by its ſtamp to what is vir- 
4 tuous and honourable its juſt ſuperiority 
« gyer the gifts" of birth and fortune, reſeues 
_ * the rich from a baſe ſubjection to the plea- 
4 fures of "ſenſe; and makes them prefer” a 
«courſe of toil and Hardſhip to a life of in- 
*  qulgence and eaſe.” It prevents the man 
« of rank from acquieſeing in his Hereditary 
4 greatneſs, and ſpurs him forward in purſuit 
of perſonal diſtinction, and of a nobility 
<* which” he may juſtly term his own. It 
2 moderates and bare * ae e eee in- 


Slag to > theſs he! are above the eve 4 
_ * laws, and extending to caſes, Which fall 
not within their province, it limi and 
« circumſcribes the power of the tyrant on 
his throne, and gives en to War, 
and to Pride, humility. EDO © 
Nor is its influence colkfitund to -public 
life, nor is it known only in the great and 
the ſplendid? To it is to be aſcribe a large 
portion of that courteſy aud diſpoſition to 
| * pleaſe, which naturally producing a mutual 
2 « appearance of good will, and a reciproca- 
Ne wy: "torn on * e 1 nnen much of 
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16 Saunen abet of private life, and gives their ey. 
choiceſt ſwceta do ſocial jand;domeſtic; in- 5 
_4-tercourſe. Nay; from the force of habit, it 
„ballen u. _ into ſolitude, and 3 in our 
| ones often act as if 
.obſerva- 
o% Piping pac Seto oi 1 I lacency 
4 from the imaginary: Ap e 
„ phRator.” b On Sol % d 55 
S e een et 4 een | 
Ss far of the effects. of the love of EI | 1 
ter enumerating ſome 
d.to inveſtigate 
"1 We it m0 t be; : added, 5M 
146; that A haſty and. isjudging Wor orld often 
1 miſapplies commendations. and ad cenfures, 
| "fag whilſt we therefor: ©. canfeſs,. that the 
et raiſes of the diſcerning, 9 are alone 
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_ were better if mankind. were . to act : 

7 [ito the {enſe,ofyxight. and the loye. of 
- *vittuey; without; reference 10 the, opinions 
cf. their fellow. creatures. We even allow, 
indepe dender of of , conſequences, this 


* ges ban n ma ne of purity 
dit wenld be wage, 0 expect from che 


„ bulk of 1 en the intrigſic ca- | 
. * cellence of * is called 
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ſtion, let it be remember itlat 5 
in its higher frees it — 1 i 
«who meant rathie'to detract from its me- 
"4 rits than to aggravate them, the infirmity 
of 'noble minds; and ſurely, that in ſuch a 
„ ſoll it moſt naturally: ſprings up, and flou- 
_ © Fiſhes; is no mean proof of its exalted origin 
| Anil generous nature. Stig vit3 move; 
6 But were theſe more dubious; atdewete 
<« it no more than a ſplendid error, yet con- 
e ſilleritig that it Works ſo often in the right 
„ dhection, it Were enbugh to ah de 
 '< behalf, th it it is a Principle of real action, 
And appr: ovel energy. That, as much as 
8 practices is better than theory, and ſolid 
xrealities than empty ſpeculation ſo much 
js it to be preferred for general uſs before 
A thoſe” Mes peine e of morals, -whict 
4 however Juft and excellent in themſelves, 
you would in vain attempt to bring home 
4 to © the buſineſs and boſoms of mankin 
; "Y at large. Reject not then a orincipl. 
L univerſal in its inffue ce, thus v 
A its effects; a principle, — — 
-< ever name you may pleaſe to call it, acts 
«6 by motives and conſiderations ſuited to 
6 our Condition; and which, putting a 
the very loweſt; muſt bo confeſſed, in our 
_ + prejent * to be * aid 
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| of virtue ! In a ſelfiſh world it pro- «Midas =] 


_ 1 duces the effects of difintereſtedn eſs, and 
8 when public ſpirit 1s extinct, it Hopplies 


* the want of patriotiſm. Let us tl herefore | 4 


lf with gratitude avail ourſelyes of its help, To 
and not relinquiſh the good which i it freely | 
Das offers, from. we know not, what v vain dre cams 


. Meable purity and unattainable 
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wk All ch 3 much more ache be urged The above 

e the adyocates of this favourite principle. Yves. 
It would be however no difficult taſk to toned. 

ſhew that it by no means merits this high e eu- 
logium. To ſay nothing of that larger part of 
the argument of our opponents, which be- 
 -trays and eyen proceeds upon that miſchie- 
Vous notion of the i innocence of error, againſt 

3 Which we have already entered our format” In on 

proteſ, the principle in queſtion is manifeſtly 5 
of a moſt inconſtant and variable nature; as 
inconſtant and variable as the i innumerably di- 
verſiſied modes of faſhions, habits, and opi- 
nions in different periods and ſocieties. What | 
it tolerates. in one age, it forbids in an- 1 
"other; ; what in one country it. preſeribes ang 
applauds, in aac it L and ſtigma. 
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va har 7 ow) Obviouſly and Op nly, it often takes 
f 6 a" Vice into its patronag E. and ſets itfelf in o 
a” rett oppoſition to 1 It is caleulated 
rofluce rather the appearance. than the 7 
"lily of excellen e; and at beſt not to check . | 
© ove but. only 1 8 commiſſion of Vice. Moch o 
1 this indeed * Was ſeen and acknowledged by 
5 the philoſophers, and even 'by tlie p poets of 
Opinions *. 1e Pagan World. They declaimed l 
e it as à Mutable and Acht principle; B 
bende they lamented the fatal effects Which, under 
the name of falſe glory, it had produced on 
the peace and happineſs of mankind. They 
7 wy = condemned the purſuit of it when it led its 
5 followers out of the path of virtue, and taught 
chat the praiſe of the wiſe and of "the Food 
Eh Was fo. be deſired. bu eee ge 
3533 ere 95 8 111 
fad Serie Bat it DET re EY for the page of Serip⸗ 
are, ws ee ture to point out to us Uiſtinaly wherein it 
— 1s. apt to be effentially defedtive. and vicidus, 
aud to diſcoyer to us more folly, 3 ity encroach- 
ing n nature and daing gerous te adencies } teath- 
ug us at the. fame time, ho „ being zurified 
oF from; its e qualities, and 22 Under 
oy ation, it may | be brov ught "Ihto 
erciſe, and be directed to its 
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the NE Lite of man's degrad 2 jop. an 

_ .unworthinels,,,; We learn mak, bumiliaio n 
and contrition axe the IT] of. ma n 
5 brite, to our fallen; congition, and 123 
ceptable in the fight of our Creator. ; Kel 3 6 
en that, theſe: (to the reprefiiqn. and c. 
tin ion of that ſpirit of arr ang. felf- 
importance, ſo natural . heart af wan) 
it it ſhould.! be our habitual care to cheriſh an 

cultiyate, 1 


udiouſly, maintaining 2, contibial 
ſenſe, that, not only. for. all the 

vantages over others which, we may 
but that for all our moral ſuperiority alſo, we 
are altogether inch to, the yerited 


; goodneſs. of God. It N perhaps be. 5 


to be che great end and p Ks! 
lation, and ly; to be ther deſign. X: 
Golpeli to reclaim us from 


to bring us to a quſt ſenſe * cak 
and depravity,, and. to diſpoſe us, With un- 
feigned humiliation, iy abaſe aur ſelres, and 
53 we glory te Cod. 955 No fleſh. 104F, 8 2B 
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" Thele' male adm onitions ale too gene- 
"ally overlooked, arid their intimate connec- 
: Whew with the ſubject we are now conſider- 
ing, 4 appears to e been often entirely 
overlooked,” even by Chriſtian moraliſts. 
Theſe authors,” without reference ts the 
mail ſpring, „and internal' principle of con- 
duet are apt to ſpeak of the love of human 
apphluſe, k 5 being meritorious or culpable, 
5 bein g the deſire of true or of falſe glory, ac- 
:  cordingly*a as the external actions it produces 
And the uf füt? to Which it prompts, are 
benefcial or miſchievous to mankitid.' But 
it is undeniably mahifeſt, that in the -judge- 
ment of che word of God, the love of world- 
ly admiration” and applauſe is in its nature 
"eſſentially and radically corrupt, ſo far as it 
partakes of a diſpoſition to exalt and ageran- 
dize ourſelves, to pride ourſelves on our 
natural or acquired endow ments, to aſſume 
"to ourſelves the merit and eredit of our good 
qualities, inſtead of aſeribing all the ho- 
uche e where only” they e are "vs 
Pegs 45 n Ih 7 of comma 155 1 
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an r inate tr | 
or falſe glory accordingly as the ends to which 
it is directed are beneficial tor: miſchievous, 
juſt or unjuſt objects of purſuit; but it is 
falſe, becauſe it exalts that Which ought to 
beabaſed; and criminal, becauſe it encroaches 
on: e rn oy Went Ted 1 * 74 3 
ttt in 1x80 1 3 10 199/05404 off; 
The ipuro further inſtruct us, not niere- | 
by: that mankind are liable to error, and | 
therefore that the world's icommendations 
may be ſometimes miftaken, but that their 
judgement being darkened and their hearts 
depraved, its applauſes and contempt will for 
the. moſt. part be ſyſtematically miſplaced; 
that though the beneficent and diſintereſted 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and her obvious ten- 
dency to promote domeſtic comfort and ge- 
neral happineſs,. cannot but extort applauſe; | 
yet that her aſpiring after more than ordi- 
nary, excellence, by exciting ſecret miſgiv- 
ing in others, or a painful ſenſe of  inferio- 
rity not unmixed with envy, cannot fail 
often to diſguſt and offend. The word of 
God teaches us, that though ſuch of the doe - 
trines and precepts of Chriſtianity, as are 
e, FIR worldly. intereſts and pur- 
elratig]  2Þ 2: ſuits, 
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nd My and with worldly principles and y 
+=" „ems may be profeſſetl without offence; vet, 
that wat is oppOſite to theſe; or even diffe 
kent from hemp will be deemed needleſsly 
pPreoiſe and ſtrict, the indulgende uf a moroſe 
And gloomy:':hamour, the ſymptoms of a 
eontracted ad ſuperſtitious {pirity the marks 
of à mean, enſtaved, or diſtortedl under- 
| ſtanding. That for theſe and other ſreaſons, 
the follower of Chriſt muſt not only make 
up his mind! tothe occaſional melinquiſnnen. 
of worldly favour, but that it ſhould even 
afford him matter of holy jealouſy and ſuſpi- 
ion of: himſelf, when it is very laviſhly and 
very generally beſtow ed. Sen 7 ee x 5 

wy lr cid bas colmelqqr en ee 
But though the ſandard of wortaty eſti. 

| aſs n differed lefs from that of the Goſpe!, 
yet finee our affections ought to be ſet on 
heavenly things, and eotiverts int about heaven- 
I objects, and ſince in Particular the Tove 
Aid favour of God bought to be the matter of 
| dur Ripreme' and habitual deftre, to which 
every! biker ould! be fuborditiated, it fol- 


— — — — - — - — F RN SEA ty If. TE, 
* , * 


— omen pn. 
* 


. A — — . ¾˙g PE Rent re e 
Þ - 


, 
- 
[ 
14 
3 
5 
1 
+ 
1 N 
* 
mY 
- 
L 
J 

* 4 

T3 d 

4 

14 

* ar 

\ t 

1% 

1 + 

7 

i 

DS 
. 7 

' 

i 

187 
1 
1 J 
12 

„ 

**. þ 

| 

0" - I 
1 7 
|-:; 

i 
T3 \ 
it 
j - 

4 / 
qt, 1 
1 

2 
ou : 

q 

. 

Li 

hl 

W: 
1 . 
þ ' 
\ * 
1 U - | 
17 1 
4 3 
1 
9 * 
bn 
- * N 
17 
. p 
4 
TIE 
fg ' 
£ f 
j | 
7 N 
F . 

N 
* 

: [ 
4 
1 


be wait i it a ari rio 
60, 8 ee ny 4 3 
5 Within the narrow limits f this world. 
. „ Particularly, 


Px 51 . 400 well "iy P ini OL 
and commendations of 1 hanigh cr di, 
bug 150 * 546 þ SY Et. £21 Ace 90 3 A ih 16. 
But though e other; inſtz bi 8 
and bonſiderations the Holy Scripture wat 


us againſt the inordinate deſire or earneſt 


purſuit of worldly eſtimation and honour 
though it fo greatly reduces their value, and 
prepares us for loſing them without ſurpriſe, 
and for relinquiſhing them with little ae 
ance; yet it teaches us, that Chriſtians in 
general, are not only not called upon abſo- 


7 lutely and voluntarily to renounce or forego 


2 but that when, without our having 
9 itouſly ſought them, they are beſtowed 
on us for actions intrinſically good, e are to 
accept them as being intended by Previ- 
dence, to be ſometimes, even in this diſor- 


derly ſtate of things, a preſent ſolace, and a 


reward to virtue. Nay more, we are inſtruct- 
ed, that in our general deportment, that in 
Uittle partieulars of conduẽt otherwiſe. indif- 


ferent, that in the circumſtances and manner 


a ok performing actions in th ves of a de- 


ardcter and indiſpenſable obliga- 


- A otra : nc OW ever againſt. the ſmalleſt 
deres of artißee or deceit) chat ** beh. i 
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nr. ing for opportunities of doing: little kind. 
i neſſes, that by avoiding ſingularities, and even 
” humouring prejudices where it may be done 
without the ſlighteſt infringement on truth 
or duty, we ought to have a due reſpect and 
regard to the approbation and i your of men, 
Theſe however we ſhould 1 t value, chiefly 
as they may adminiſter to our own. gratiſi- 
cation, but rather as furniſhing means and 
peu ar of influence, which we may turn 
to good account, by making them ſubſervient 
to the improvement and happineſs of our 
fellow creatures, and thus conducive to the 
glory of God. The remark is almoſt ſuper- 
fluous, that on occaſions like/ theſe we 1 
even watch our hearts with the moſt jealous 
care, leſt pride and ſelf love inſenſibly infuſe 
e and corrupt the PO: of - pon 
. 4 liable to e a taint. | 


"Crodit aa: wird in Lids . 
-of the true Chriſtian, ſtand on ground not 
very different from riches, which he is not 
to prize highly, or to deſire and; purſue with 
| ſolicitude, but which, when they are allotted 
to him by the hand of Providence, he is to 


| "accept with thankfulneſs, and uſe with mo- 
| Y © deration, relinquiſhing them when it ae 
| net ceſlary, IE murmur; guardinę 
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in e Koa ere but, from the! in- 
firmity of his nature, as highly dangerous 
3 ſeſſions, and , Yaluing them chiefly not 28 
a inſtruments of luxury, or ſplendour, . but as 
5 affording the means of honouring his — 
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2 > YE 1 as was formerly. — 4 
ſeryed, propoſes not to extinguiſh our natural 
deſires, but to bring them under juſt con- 
1 troul, and direct A to. their true, objects. 
the caſe both of riches and of honour, 
the maintains. the c conſiſtency of her .charac- 
ter. While the commands us not to ſet our 
hearts on earthly treaſu res, ſhe. reminds us 
that we have in Heaven « a better. and 
= more enduring ſubſtance” than this world 
can beſtow; and while ſhe repreſſes our ſo- 
ade reſpecting earthly credit, and mo- 
derate our attachment to it, ſhe holds forth 


the ee of chat better ſtate, . where 1 I 
7 4 1 
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to us, and bids us habitually to aſpire after 
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thi us Exciting in us a juſt atmbition, , fo 
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pacities, which the little; miſplaced, and Pe 4 


hy of our large = 


riſhable diſtinctions of this life would in wo 


AF 11 4 we 4&1. 7} 54 * 
attempt to fatisfy. x IT 
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21 Ait 9:43 
It would'b be-mere waſte 0 of time to Enter 


into 7 laboured argument to prove at large 


eſtimation are regarded by the bun mY 1 
feſſed Chriſtians is extremely different 


that in which they are placed by the page of | ; 


Scripture. The inordinate love of worldly 
glory indeed, implies a paſſion; which from 
the nature off things cannot be called into 


| exerciſe in tlie general ity of mankind, 'be- 


cauſe, "being converſant about great objetts, 


5 that the ght in Which worldly cred t and 


it can but rarely find tliat field WHich ! 18 re- | 


ſite for its exertions. But we every where 


diſcover the ſame principle reduced to the 


ee of common life, and modified and 


directed according to every one's ſphere of 


action. We may diſcover it in a ſupreme 


love of diſtinction, and admiration, and 


praiſe,” in the univerſal acceptableneſs of 
fattery, and above all in the exceſſiwe valua- 
tion of our world! character; in in that watch- 

Se is guarded, in that jea- 
Joy fy when 1 it is queſtioned, ny that fohicitide - 
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when 
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When it 18 in da ger; in that hot keſentment 

S whenitis attacked, i in that bitterneſs of fuf- . 
feering when it is impaired or loſt. All theſe 
emotions, as they are too manifeſt to be diſ- 

7 Log ſo are they too reputable to be de- 
nied, Ne pi, Y e and ſhame 5 or oh ee 


Wo a generous e 6 to 2 As c 5 4 wy . 
every i idea of comfort and enjoyment, and to e 
bel, py thort,.: as too heavy | to | 
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and obvious. Thoug h it "be - not openly 
© avowed, that we are to follo W after. worldly f 
eſtimation, or to eſcape from worldly diſre- 
pute, when they can only: be purſued or 155 
avoided by declining from. the path of duty; 6 
nay. though the contrary be recognized as 
9 the juſt opinion, yet all the effect of 
th Ipeculative « conceſſion is ſoon , done away . 
mfad.. Eſtimating worldly credit as of tljge 
| twgheſt, intrinſic. See ; and worldly 
ſhame as the greateſt of all poſſible evils, we 
1 5 ſometimes ſhape and turn the path of duty 
N itſelf from its true direction, fo as jt may fa- 
your our acquiſition c of the oe, and avoidance 
"4 of the other, or when this cannot be done, 
we oy and openly turn aſide from it, de- 
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It were. — to adduce numerous — 
or the truth of theſe aſſertions. It 1 18 proved, 
indeed, by that general tendency 3 in, Religion | 
to conceal . herſelf from the view, for we | 
might hope that in theſe caſes ſhe often is 
by no means altogether extinct; by her being 
apt to vaniſh. from our converſations, and 


even to give place to a pretended licentiond- 


neſs of ſentiments, and conduct, and a falſe 
ſhev/ of infidelity. It ĩs proved, by that com- 


= plying acquieſcence and participation in tl the 


; Proof from 


the Houſe 
of Com- 
mons: 


Habits and manners of this diſſipated age, 
which has almoſt confounded every external 


diſtinction between the Chriſtian and the In- 
fidel, and has made it fo rare to find any one 
who dares incur the charge of Chriſtian fin- 
gularity, or who can ſay with the Apoſtle 


that © he is not aſhamed of the Goſpel of | 


« Chriſt.” It is proved (how can this proof 
be omitted by one to whoſe lot it has ſo often 
fallen to witneſs and lament, ſometimes he 5 
fears to afford an inſtance of it) by that quick 
reſentment, thoſe bitter contentions, thoſe 
angry retorts, thoſe malicious triumphs, that 
impatience. of inferiority, that wakeful ſenſe 
of Pa. SN, and e to revenge 

; 9 _ them, 
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them 9 which 09. often change enn 
of a Chriſtian deliberative Aſſembly, into that 
of a ſtage for prize fig ohters:. VMolating at 
once the proprieties of public conduct, and 
the rules of ſocial decorum, and. renouncing 
and chaſing away all eee of the Re- 
hg of Jeu? e 
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drawn. to one of a. ſtill larger fize, and more 3 
determined [charaQer, Surely the reader 
will here anticipate our mention of the prac- 
tice of Duelling: a practice Which, to the 
diſgrace of a Chriſtian ſociety, has long 
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pract ice, whilſt 1 powerfully Gap» 
1 lainly reſts on that exceſſive over- 
uation of chilradier; which Sethe ahn 
wordly credit is to be preſerved at any rate, 
and diſgrace at any rate to be avoided. The 
unreaſonableneſs of duelling has been often 
proved, and. it has often been ſhewn''to be 
criminal ( on various principles; ſometimes it 
has been oppoſed on grounds hardly tenable; 
_ particularly when it has been conſidered: * 
an in indication of malice and revenge Fa). But 
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it what chiefly conſiſts its eſſential Saut; that - 
it is a deliberate Preference of the favour of 


min,” before the favor and approbation of 
God, in Ar ticulb mortts, in att inſtance, Where 


HD our own life, and that of i fellow efeature 


mer? 
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are at ſtake, and wherein we run the riſk 


| ruſhing into the preſence of our Maker in 


the Very act f offeniding him. It would de- 
tain us too long, and it were ſomewhat 
beſide our 1 purpoſe," to enumerate 
the miſchievous con ſequences” Whieh "reſult 
from this practice. They are many and 
great, and if regard be Had merely” to the 


Wnt Rags Wy men, and to the w ell 


being of ſociety, they are but poorly co 


berbalanced by the plea which muſt be ad- 


mitted i in its behalf by a candid obſerver of 
human nature, of a courteſy an and refinement 


an eden, manners unkno) n to an dent 0 
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The s, alſo hre te crime of quelling al 4 
commonly, mo that the. whole = 
27 ad high, Fuel prachge: produces is 
987 nas xerhaps, been. ever 
1 15 will be the w riter,'s, comfort 
naly. ſuggeſted this confideration © - 
« hi ces of, thoſe, by whom this 
 impious practiee might be fuppreſſed; If 
4 3 —— bes Which he 18 ſtrongly in- 3 
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3m 72 ) The writer cannot omit this opportunity of declar- 
ng that he ſhould long ago have brought” this ſubſeck be- 
fore the notite of Parliament, but for a perfect conviction 
chat he ſhould probably thereby only give-encouragement 
d a ſyſtem he wiſhes to ſee at an end. The practice has 
deen at different periods nearly ftoppediiby! poſitive laws, 
n various nations on the Continent; and there can be little 
| aaa: what has been mare than once iug 
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Portant a topic. 


folute ſubjection, and watched with the moſt ; 


concede to it. What real intrinſic e 1 
value, it might be aſked, does there appear W 
be in à virtue, which had wholly chüngeg its 


pletely,” i at 4 pKa Wipe, the love of 
worldly eftitation.” It Would be"to'exceed 
the limits of a" work Uke this fully to inveſt | 
tigate'fo lar iy? xe at the fame time ſo an. 
Enough "however mä) k. ave 
perhaps been ſaid, to make it evident mg 
this pbeple 37 P's chatter 1. ghly que 
tionable;' that it ſHould be brought under ab- 


jealous care That, norwithſtanding its oft; 4 
pretenfſons, it often can bet no means Joftly 
boaſt that®high' otigin, aud exalted nature, 


which its ſuperficial adi rers are difpoſed | to 


nature and character, if public opinion had 
been different. But it is in truth of baſe e- 
traction, and ungenerous qualities, ſprin ging 
from ſelfiſhneſs and yanity, and low. ambi- 
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[offences as would naturally fall within its province. The 


effects of this eſtabliſhment would doubtleſs require to be 
enforced by legiſlative! proviſions, direQy puniſting the | 
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10 VE indeed the wirititie os of certain 
Chriſtian moraliſts, (40 and Phe obſerve how 
little they ſeem diſpoſed to call it itt queſtion, | 
except Where it worry in the "conqueror, one 
' thould be Almoſt” tempted” to ſulpect, that, | 
- conſidering 1 it as 4 princlple of ſuch pot 
and prevalence. ; as that the y muſt 
| bringing it int o Jet ubſection, they Were in- 


DDISON, on Honor, Vol i ii. 
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- 1 a” TR TTY are its too falthful and 
Burak aflociates.” Ii is to foe the beſt of it, 


bn as 
If it ſorne- 5 


ſphere it neg ea 8 N I kindneſs, y yet 

its account we. muſt” place the ambition 
Which deſolates nations, an many of the 
"om npetitions | and reſentments Which inter- 
Tupt the harmony of focial life.” The former 
deed has been often laid to its charge, but 

hs latter have not been ſuffcientl) attended 
to, and ſtill leſs has its noi influence on 
"the vital principle. and diſtinguiſhing graces 
"of the Chriſtian aa been 5 Aer 
. out and enforced. 175 
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turbed, and 1 e at pleaſure. 


| ſtance. * 


diſtinction and applauſe, is often „ 
and even commended with too. few. qualifi- 
cations, and too little reſerve. 
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tent only on complimenting it. into oOd, L 
mou (like thoſe barbarous nations. -whic ", 

>” worthipt the evil Spirit through fear) or rather, 


. that they \ were making a tort of compoſition 
with an enemy they could not maſter 5 and 


Were willing, on condition of 1 its. giving. up | 
the trade. of war, to ſoffer it it to rule UNGU- 


* 
kde 


8 1 „ as HY 2 


| But the "truj th. is, that the 'reafonings' of | 
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traces of. the. genius of Chetan morality. 
Of this Ke the caſe before . 


us, 18 an in- 
his principle af the deſire of worldly 


'To covet. 

wealth is baſe and ſordid, but to covet honour = 
is treated as the mark Ls a, generous and ex- 
alted nature. Theſe writers ſcarcely ſeem to 


bear in mind, that though the principle in 
| ene tends to n the commiſſi ION- 0 
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t alwoſt an equal force in the oppoſi 
recHon. They do. not confider bow apt 
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this principle 18, even in the caſe .of thoſe D 
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_ . earth ly, things, ad. to, ſteal away the heart 
from, God. They acknowledge it to be cri: 
minal when it produces miſchievous. effects; 
but forget how, apt it fis by the ſubſtitution 
ora falſe and corrupt motive, 3 vitiate che 
pvrity; of. our good en priving them 
all which rendered them truly and 1] 
valuable. That, not 10 be too haſtily ap- 
proyed, bedauſe it takes the fide ef virtue; 
it often works her ruin, While it aſſerts her 
Es and like ſome vile ſedueer, pretends 
affection only the more ſurely to betray. 
B 8 #4: TITS act} haJle th pt me NOPE S700 
It is the. Aging glory of 
nity not to; reſt ſatisſied with ſu rhcial — 
pearances, but 5 rectify the motives, and 
Purify: the: dart. The true Christian, in cv 
oObedienee 88 Ions: .Bf; Seripture, no 
os BS over himſelf a, more —— 
RO guard, than Where Wales 
h. lima eſtimation and dliſti xCtior 18 Un | 
tion. No where does he more deeply feel 
"he inſufficiency of his unaſſiſted ſtrength; 
2 diligently and; earneſtly pray, for. dine 
aſſiſtance He may well indeed watch and 
| D encroachmenss f a rr 
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ent. limits diſcovers a pecul 
I tinguithing* graces of Chrillim gere | 
"IV paſſion — 2 muſt inſenfibly- acquire Force; 
beeauſe it is in Centinual exereiſe: TO 
Which — every thing "<v#hout, adwimi- 
ſters nutriment, and the growth ef which 
_ within is favoured and cheriſhed" by fuch 
powerful auxitiaties as pride and felfiſhnefs; 
the natural and perhaps incxterminable in- 
babitants of che Hurtan heart; ef which the 
| , if eſtabliſhed,” is thus 0 per- 
which poſſeſſes lo many advan 1 
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- Btronghy e dirs 4 a ſenſe 
of the indiſpenſable" neceſſit) of guarding 
- -.  - againſtthe progreſs of this eneroaching prin- 
_ 2.2", cipk, in humble reliance on ſuperior aid; the 

true Chriſtian thankfully: uſes the means, a 
habitually exerciſes Himſelf in the conſidera. | 
tions and motives, ſuggeſted to Hirn for car 


purpoſe wars word of God. Le is much” . 


ww —— ere | 
ernbranch, een whore diſtinguiſhes 


undeſer vet 
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8 unde! rved bounty of Heaven, Ile ailiger ntly i 
_ endeavours ; alfo,-/: habitually t pteſerve a vx 
, Rent of the real worth of hiniad/diftine- | 
tion aud applaufe knowing tust be al! 
covet them les when he has lenrbed not W 1 
overirate their value. He labours to deer ß 
1 how undeſervedt) they are often be- 1 
ſtowed, how precariouſly they are Arche pop. 1 
ſeſſed. The cenſures of good men juſtly. il 
rendet hi 2 ſulpic ic1o1 ious of himſelf, add Prorupt 5 ; 

| BAS] ae de 


| of his conduc, which have drawn on - 
"ani verfions. 5 "The pM prac of 1 
opinion ht the praiſes of good mein are > xj 
ND Te: to him, w where thi they y 20 | 
mon) being weten Colitis” "ab = 
_ ratited: * "Thoſe praiſe "Favour alſo and. 
ſtreugtben the growth. of mutual co I 
and affection, where it is his delight to e 
N hips, Tich hot leſs in uſe than comfort; - 
roars Ware which” ily, 
last a. r er. But even in che ease of the. 
oommendstions of good men; he full ly 
Mintel te bo ebnete Id ahve valuation of 
berg, left he ſhould be led to bgm tic | 
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erer, diſcern, each other 's motives, how! little enter HS 


mn into esch gotber's circumſtances, how; mit- 
taken theresfote may be the judgements, 
formed of spr of our actions, een thy; good: 
X meu, Ang that. It is far from improbable, that 
we nay at ſome time be compelled; to forfeit, 
| their ueſtee ms, by. adhgring, to, hg WERte of, 
1 Lark Genie enge wod on 
| Hu 19m D008. 2: Und Ar batt 
= + But if he ende uch NE to ſit looſe tithe. 
Saas, and. applauſe e even of good men, much 
to thoſe of the world at large: not but 
Re 18 ſenſible o of their worth. as means and, 
1 * of-raſefulneſs, and. influence, and; 
under the limitations and for the ends allowed. 
1 e (theſe it is needleſs to repeat). be. 
is glad o,polles obſervant to e anch 
careful os etain them. 3 wok nſide ; thet 
ne Ve may again introduce 1 
_ taphor; like, the, precious, metals, as haping 
rather an e ag an. ({intrinhe. 
e dehrab 
be elf wehe Cn. hf [og 
_ Which -hejrnjoy's, and 30 cehtinuę che figure, 
_ A bound not. 40, let gern le by him; wogmr! 
Fieneld is were hoarding; mot 10 lakiſh 
thema prodig e waſte ; not 
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1 — chem 4s conferred on Ms a Ar. 
they may be brought into action; and as What 
therefore he may by no means throw away, 
though ready, if it be required, to relinquiſh 
check with chearfi neſs; and never feeling 
_ himſelf at libefty, in conſideration of the 
uſe he intends” to make of them to acquire 
or tetain them unlawfully. He holds it to ke 
his bounden duty to ſeek: diligently for O- 
ſions of rendering them fubſervient to kheir ; 
true purpoſes, and when any ſuch occaſtoft is ZN 
found, to expend them chearfully and' ive 8 
"rally; but with diſcretion and frugality, being 2 - a 
; no leßs prudent inn determining the'meafure, | 
than in ſelecting the objects of the ir app lick- 
"tia that they inf 2 the . 2c 2 
1 g 12 a * "mp £42 * 
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of Wor 2 5 he may enjo in fernoving 
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ing for its being entertain d with cand61 6ur, Ur 
even With favour by thoſe H would: b — 1 „ 
acceſs againſt” it it any reugh 
Bomiely form. He will mia it us 
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to ſet on foot and forward b be evolent and 
uſeful ſchemes; and where. they require 
> united efforts, to obtain and preſerve for them 
_ this. co-operation. He, will endeavour to 
diſcountenance. vice, to bring. modeſt merit 
into notice; to lend as it were his light to 


men of real worth, but of leſs creditable 


We, and perhaps X* leſs conciliating quali- 


ies and manners, that they may thus ſhine 


With a reflected luſtre, and be uſeful in their 


turn, When inveſted with their juſt eſtima- 
tion. But while by theſe and various other 

means he ſtrives to render his reputation ſo 
long as he poſſeſſes it, ſubſervient to the 
great ends of advancing the cauſe of Religion 
and Virtue, and of promoting the happineſs 
and comfort of mankind, he will not tranſ- 

egreſs the rule of the Scripture, precepts in 


_ © orderto obtain, to cultivate, or to preſerye it, 
D diſclaiming that dangerous ſ0- 


when required ſo to da, he will not throw it 


AWAY: and ſo far as he allowably may, he will 
gau ſions of diminiſhing it. 
e of ſtudiouſſy ſeeking, or needleſsly 
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capable. of aber too 
— all, * (ſhall be Seri ur che 
call of duty. 

to allow him to be amiable; as well as re- 
ſpectable in other parts of his character, 
though in What regards Religion, they may 


account him unreaſonably preciſe and ſtrict. 


In chis no leſs than in other particulars he 


5 ion to adopt the confeſſion of the accuſers 
of the Jewiſh ruler, * we can find no fault or 
againſt this Daniel except con- 
| "46 on the w of his God; and even 


ha dares not do otherwiſe, and if he fall into 


able to any conduct which is juſtly diſhonour- 


| able, or even to any unneceſſary ſingu larities 


1055 his parts but to the falſe ſtandard of eſti- 

a adging world. When his 
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forms, or faſhions- of ſociety, His re- 


The world ſhall be conſtrained 
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 -cnav. | where he thinks an E will liſten to hit 
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nd candour, to clear up What 
has been dubious, to explain What Has been 
imperfectly known, and “ ſpeaking the truth 
in love; to eorrect, if it may be, the erro- 
neous impreſſions whieh have been eohecived 
of him, He may ſoraetimes feel it his duty 
publicly to vindicate his character fro un juſt : 
'reproach, and to repel the falſe ch rges of 
his enemies; but he will carefully however 


with patience a 


watch againſt being led away* by pride, or 


being betrayed into ſome breach of truth or 
of Chriſtian charity, when he is treading in a 
path ty dangerous. £ At ſuch 4 time he Will 


alſo guard with more than ordinary eireum- 


ſpection againſt” any undue ſolicitude about 
nis worldly reputation. for its own fake, and 
when he has « dne what duty requires for its 
indication, he Will ſit down with a peace- 
able and quiet mind, and it will be matter of 
no very deep concern to him if his endea- 
yours ſhould have been ineffeQual. If good 
men in every age and nation have been often 
unjuftly calumniated and diſgraced, and if in 
uch circumſtances, even the darkneſs of 
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it will require much indulgence on the part hen, q 
of the reader, to excuſe the diſproportionate _ . 
length 1 into which'the-diſfcufſion has been al- 
inſenſibly drawn out; yet this, it is 
hoped, may not b its uſes, if the 
Writer have in any degree ſucceeded in his 
endeavour to point out the dangerous quali- 
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degree to ſupply a manifeſt deficiency, a de- 
ficiency to be aſcribed to the fear of treſpaſſ. 
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of youth indeed, the blood flows freelythrough- 0 


the veins; we are fluſhed with health and 
confidence: hope is young and ardent; our de- 


fires are unſated, and whateverwe ſee, has the : | 
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knowing the intention with which 


een primarily given and the ends they were 
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though in a different manner, to this primary - 
intention, and produces, though by diferexit 
: I; theſe real and ultimate ends? 90 
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en AP. friend whenever he could aſſure himſelf, that £ 
TS bis crime would eſcape detection; for then, 
here would be the evil and miſery, the pre- 
* ention of which was the real ultimate ob- 
f the prohibition f adultery? The : 
met, in like manner, and even the murderer, 
might find abundant room for the innacent 
bon, 95 of their reſpectiye occupations; /ar- 
guing from the primary intention and real 
objects of the commands by which theft and 
murder were forbidden. There perhaps en- 
iſts not a crime to ch this erooked mora- 
*lity.7 _— Maar Remo 1 Ae = 
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But this miſe ſerable ſophiſtry r 
that we ſhould. ſpend ſo much time in the 
refutation of it. To diſcern its fallaciouſneſs, 
requires not acuteneſs of underſtanding, ſo 
much as a little common honeſty. There 
4 is indeed no ſurer mark of a falſe and hollow 
4 heart, than a diſpoſition thus to quibble 
away the clear injunctions of duty and con- 
„ ſcienct Fa): It is the wretched reſource of 
2 diſingenuous mind, endeavouring to eſcape 
from convictions, before which it cannot 
ſtand, and to. _—_— ob bans: e it dares 
not diſavow. e eee een 
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The arguments which have been adduced S 
2 be ſuſſidient to diſprove the exs/ rv? 
trayagant Pretenſions of thei qualities under: 
conſideration, though thoſe qualities were 
Wen ew! nature. tank {Chey® are not, 8 
defe@tive and Pla het aaa beg 8 
out afoul; they want the vital actuating 
. or rather they are animated and 
actuated by a falſe one. Chriſaniny;let me 
avail myſelf of the very words of a friend a 
in maintaining her argument, is “ a Religion 
+ of Motives. Tut only is Chriſtian prac- 
tice, which flows:from: Chriſtian principles; 
and none elſe will be as ſuch by: 
Him, who. will be enen g. as See as wor- 
ſhipped © a Hs EE ek inn S&T. 
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This Ala is a heckt of mbiels in our in- 
6 with our fellow: creatures we clearly 
diſcern the juſtice, and univerſally admit the . 
force. Though wWe have received a benefit 
at the hands of any one, we ſcarcely feel} | 
4 grateful if we do not believe the mtention 
towards us to have been friendly. Have 
we ſerved any one from motives of kindneſs, 
and is a return of ſervice made to us? We 
hardly feel ourſelves worthily requited, ex- 
0 The unter hopes that the work to which he ig fe- 


W is ſo well known, has he needs Roms name Mrs. Os 
H. mo . us 


$ 3 cept 
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ed by a proud unwillingneſs to continue in 
our debt. What huſband; or what father, 
not abſoſutely dead to every generous feeling, 
| would beodatisfied/ with a wife or a child, 
who though he could not charge them with 
any actual breach of their de, obliga- 
tions, ſhould yet confeſſedly perform them 
from a cold ſenſe of duty, in place of [the 
quickening energies of conjugal and filial. 
affection? What an inſult would it be to 
dle one to tell ew tie that he had 
ay amis Brew s 2000 be. 
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{ ſores to reaſon in matters of Religion, 
is no where more ſtriking than in the 
inſtance before us. It were perhaps not un- 

natural to Are that as We cannot ſee into 
each other's boſoms, and have no ſure way 
of judging of any. one's internal principles, 

but by his external actions, it would have 
growh into an eſtabliſhed; rule, that when 
the latter were unobjectionable, the former 
were not to be queſtioned; and on the other 
hand, that in reference to a Being Who 
N erben the heart, our motives, rather than 
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the inferiority" of their actuatin Spe 

1 peter aged be confined to its nature, but would 
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+ The: enemies of; Belgien Irs ape mes 
wk to compare the irreligious man of a tem- 
per naturally ſweet and amiable; with the 
religious man of natural roughneſs and ſeve- 
rity; the irreligious man of natural activity, | 
Alen burt thence: o draw their inferences, 
But this mode of reaſoning is ſurely unjuſt, 
If they would: argue the queſtion fairly, they 
ſhould make their compariſons between per- 
ſons af ſimi r natural qualities, and not in 
one or two examples, but in à maſs) of in- 
ſtandes. They wauld then be compelied to 
confeſs) the efficacy of Religion, in heighten · 
ing the beneyolenoe and increaſing the uſe- 
fulneſs of 1 men; and to admit that, granting 
the occaſional but rare exiſtence of genuine 
and perſevering | benevolence. of diſpoſition 
and [uſefulneſs of life; Where the — 4 
Principle 1 Sun 2 that experience 
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where commanded to be tender and ſympa⸗ 

thetic, diligent and uſeful; and it is the cha - 
racter of that wildem from above, in 
which you are to be profieients, that it is poo 
gentle and eafy to be intreated, full of mere 
and good fruits. Could the efficacy of 
Chriſtianity in ſoftening the heart be denied 
by thoſe, ho ſaw4in'the inſtance of the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, that it was able to 
transform a bigotted, furious, and eruel per- 
ſecutor into an almoſt unequalled example of 
candour, and gentleneſs, and univerſal tender- 
neſs, and love? Could its ſpirit of activs bene - 
ficence be denied by thofe who ſaw its Divine 
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ing the doctrine of Chriſt, and of letting 
your light ſhine before men, that they may 
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re affectionate, your mildneſ 
irritation,,..y0ur. diligence m Tre laborious, 
your activity more wakeful and en ew 
To the n- Confider, ſweetneſs of temper and activity of 
ftem. Mind, if they naturally belong to you, as ta- 
n lents of ſpecial. worth andd utility, for which 
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chem in, gontinual exerciſe, and direct them 
10 their mohleſt ends. Phe latter of theſe 
ene ir leſs sſticult, ant: there 
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be copious in the production of that ſpecies 
of good fruit of Which mankind in —— 
will he moſt ready to allow the excellence, 
becauſt they beſt underſtand its nature. = 
geun iaſtinces he ang ſobſtanee of Cbriſtian 
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ce is eaſily. ſuſceptible of that n and SECT; 5 
y l poliſh, which may attract the no- iv. 

tice, and extort the admiration of a careleſs. * 
and undiſcerning world, fo flow to notice, and 
ſo backward to acknowledge intrinfic worth, 
when: concealed under a leſs fightly exterior. 
Know then, and value as ye ought, the How! 
nourable office Which is eſpecially devolve 

on you. Let it be your acceptable ſervice te 

recommend the diſeredited cauſe, and alain 
the fainting intereſts of Religion, to furniſh 
to her friends matter of ſound and obvious 
argument, and of honeſt criumph; and if 
your. beſt endeavours cannot conciliate, to re- 
Munz e «nt! warne ber enemies. 
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have rendered you quick in expreſſion, and 
impatient. of contradiction; or if, from what- 
ever other cauſe, you have contracted an 
unhappy peeviſhneſs of temper; or aſperity of 
manners, or harſhneſs and ſeverity. of lan- 
guage, (remember that theſe defects are by 
no means incompatible with an aptneſs to 
| perform ſe vices of . UNIT: = os e ee 94 | 
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1c roughly tinfured! 5 

with theſe evil diſpoſitions, yet do not de- 

5 Remember that the Divine Agency” 
is promiſed,” '* to take away the heart of 

«< ſtone, and give a heart of fleſh,” of Which 


it is the natural property to be tender and 


ſuſceptible. Pray then earneſtly and per- 
ſeveringly that the bleſſed aid of Divine 
Grace may operate effectually on your behalf. 
Beware of acquieſoing in the evil tempers in 
queſtion, under the idea that they are the 
ordinary imperfections of the beſt of men; 
that they ſhew themſelves only in little in- 
ſtances; that they are only occaſional, haſty, 
and tranfient effuſions, when you are taken 
off your guard; the paſling ſhade of your 


1 and not the ſettled colour. Beware 


aof excuſing or allowing them in yourſelf un- 
der the notion of warm zeal for the cauſe of 
Religion and virtue, which you perhaps -.] . 
is now and then apt to carry you into ſome- 
what over - great ſeverity of judgement, r 5 
ſharpneſs i in reproof. Liſten not to theſe, or 
any other ſuch flattering excuſes, which Naur 85 
own heart will be but too ready to ſuggeſt to 
you. Scrutinize yourſelf rather with eee ; 
ſtrictneſs; and where there is ſo much room 
for ſelf deceit, call in the aid of ſome faithful. Op, 
friend, and unboſoming yourſelf to him with». - 
aut cancealment, alk his impartial and un- 
we cnt reſerved 


reſerved opinion of -yout behaviour and con- sr. 
. „Dur eee es to do this, often v. 
betrays to — (not ſeldom it firſt; diſco- 
-vers to ourſelves): that we entertain a ſecret 
diſtruſt of our on character and conduct. 
Inſtead alſo of extenuating to yourſelf the 
criminality of the vicious tempers under con- 
ſideration, ſtrive to impreſs your mind deeply 
with a ſenſe of it. F or this end, often con- 
ſider ſeriouſly, that theſe rough and churliſn 
tempers are a direct contraſt to the % meck- 
neſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt;? and that 
Chriſtians are ſtrongly and e enjoin- 
ed to copy after their great Model in theſe 
particulars, and to be themſelves patterns of 
merey and kindneſs, and humbleneſs of 
mind, and meekneſs, and long ſuffering,” 
They are to put away all bitterneſs, and 
_< wrath, and anger, and clamgur, and evil 
4 ſpeaking, not only ©. being ready to every 
good work, but being gentle unto all men, 
1 ſhewit g all meeckneſs unto all men, for- 
Bos, JO forgiving,” jo tender hearted. Re- 
a 's declaration, that * if 
n man bridleth not his tongue, he only | 
_ < ſeemeth to be: witer and deceiveth his 
on heart; and that it is one of the cha- 
rafters of that nes without which all pre- 5 
1 name of Chriſti; are but vain, 
that it Meth: not behave itſelf unſeemly. 
* 1 N | | Conſider 
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1. pers mult break are the f. peace, and de- 
— I the comfort of thoſe around you. Re- 
| member alſo that the hinders) your Ohriſ- 

tian profeſſion is at ſtake, and be ſolicitou: 
not to diſeredit it; juſtly dreading leſt you 

_  -hould difguſt thoſe whom you ought to con- 

_ clliate, aid by conveying an unfavourable 
impreſſion of your principles and character, 

ſhould incur the guilt of putting an S offence 
in your” brother's way; thereby hinder- 
* ing the Goſpe of C hriſt, „the advancen ent 
of which e be your daily ung 8 N | 

Pave, © 1 Ha THE VO Of BY. 

it 5] 63 bns eg 

| / Thus Cs come to wha! full 8 5 
25 5 your diſeaſe, and to a juſt impreſſion of its 

malignity, ſtrive againſt it with inceſſant 
watchfulneſs. Guard wich the moſt jealous 
circumſpection againſt its breaking forth into 
act. Force outet to abound in little offices 

of e n cindneſs | . 


2 /pleaſure/hi therto 0 n, and awaken in 8 

| yourſelf the dormunt principles of ſenſibility. 
[be take not up With external amendment; 
guard againſt a falſe thew® of ſweetneſs of 

7 diſpoſition; and remember that the Chriſtian 
10 not to be ſatisfied With che World's ſuper- | 
jal courtlineſs * but that Bis 


5 2 7 *r * » * cc 
» $3 44 bt 7 ove 
+ : =? F 7 


8 : 
us tem⸗ 5 


—— —Ü—o the u 


tempers Which Jon would-eradieates/ars'not — — 


riepatng ; the roots from der they derive 
e to look cee 5 7 4" carelefs 


. u c eee, pes 8 o 95 3 
danger. Dwell upon this affestit 
it has excited your pit) z and this pity, whille 
it melts the mind to Chriſtian 163 * 
nſibl y produce” a temper of habitual Gi 
handy ana” ſoftneſs. © By means Uke theſe, 
Pe ſeveringly uſed in conſtant dependence ot 
; ns aid, you may confidentally: hope to. 
make; continual” progreſs. Among men or 
We eld, a youth' of ſoftneſs and 


8 E | 
8 re diſſimulationꝰ Ex. * 
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will often, as we formerly remarked, hardeh . 


118 inſerifibility , and ſharpen into moro 
But it is the office of Chriſtianity to revet 

this order: It is pleaſing to witneſs this bleft- 
ed renovation; to fee, as life 3 
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5 Nl Ve 791 Fi 125 my" . 
. Let nende thoughs 6 hat in at foregoing 
o amiable difcuſſion, the amiable, and uſeful . | 
and wif where they 2 Hat prompted. and ed 

ves. 


beloved in private, and generally reſpected in 


: pu: BY which a ſweet tem 
fails to inſpire; in the comforts of the domeſ- 
tic or focial circle; in the pleaſure which 
from the conſtitution of our nature accom- 
ut and action. They are always 


in too diſparaging terms. Nor would 
be underſtood as unwilling to concede to th ho 
who are living in th 


e exereiſe of them their 
Proper. tribute of commendation: Ineſt fus | 
| . Of ſuch perſons it muſt be ſaid, in 
> of Scripture; * « they have their : 


5 by a Principle of religion, have been mae 5 


« reward,” They have it in the inward 


der ſeldom : 


public life. But when devoid. of Religion, * 


the word of God be not a fable, they can». 
13 A0 enter into the TEAK of Heaven.” 
7 ica ity, (never let it be 
| 3 conliſs in 5 the heart and 


Bs: to Godz in being ſupremely and habi- 
twally governed by a deſire to know, and a 
o 1 9 : 


« 


Þ/"BRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY! 


| dae eue may Nay — ere! ee 
teſpectable among men, yet. a0 t poſ ern eee 
be c CY . | 1 


tinnity: «This Rays . ee 
decorums of Religion are ne not viola ed, muſt | 1 5 
commonly be a matter between 0d 
man's own conſcience; and we ought never 
to forget how ſtrongly we are enjoined: to; 
be candid and liberal in judging of the 
motives of others, while we are ſtrict in 
ſorutinizing and ſevere in queſtioning our 
own. And this ſtri& ſcrutiny is no where 
more neceſſ ry, beeauſe there is no Where 
more room — the operation of ſelf-deceit. | 
We are all extremely prone to.lend/ourſelves 
to the good opinion which, however falſely, _ 
is entertained: of us by others; and - though. 
we at. firſt confuſedly ſuſpect or even indubi- 
i know, that their eſteem is unfounded, 
and their | praiſes undeſerved, and that they 
would have thought and ſpoken of us very 
differently if they had diſcerned our ſeeret. 
motives, or had been aceurately acquainted 
. acid the . of our ys" 


— » d y S8 


ena. 


1 „ Judgement of us, and — 


Our ami- 
ableneſs of 
temper 
and uſeful- 


nel; 8 of life, 


apt to de- 


. ovive and 


miſlead us. 


their cho 


we: pat Pr ene: l 


are in ſome ſort injured or den 
When theſe falſe co 1 menda 1 18 tra. 
diced/or with-held: Without the moſt on- 
ſtant watchfulnefs,, and the moſt eleoſe and 
impartial ſelf-examination, irreligious people 
of amiable tempers, and ſtill more thoſe of 
uſeful hives, from the general popularity of 
Ger, will be partieularby liable to 
become the dupes. of this propenſity, Nor 


is it they only who have here need to be on 


their guard. Men of real religion will alſo : 
do well to watch againſt this deluſion. There 


is however another danger to which theſe 


are ſtill mor 


e expoſed, and againft which it 


is the rather neceſſary to warn them, Sony 


Danger to 
true Chriſ- 


tians from 
mixing too 


much in 
worldly 
buſi neſs - 


of our having inſiſted ſo ſtrongly” on he 
bound to be diligent in es ona 


of the active duties of life.” In their endea- 


vours to fulſil this obligation, let them ſpe- 


cially beware, leſt ſerting-out on right pri- 


ciples, they inſenſibly loſe. them in the courſe 


of their progreſs; leſt engaging originally.in 
the buſineſs and buſtte-of the world from a 


fincere-and/ earneſt deſire to promote the 
glory of God, their minds ſhould become ſo 
3 and abſorbed in the purſuit of their 
object, as that 3 motive of action 


. 5 ſhould 


n 


— ea con: 


— Che of the reality of unſeen 


ings” ſhould fade away, and they ſhou 
hide their reliſh for be employments and 
offices of Religiom "AR Wits RG: $ $545" 
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1 


- The Chriſtian's path l. bes wlth 
gers On the one hand; ot dreads an 
— and unprofitable life; on the other, 
he no leſs — the loſs of that 
ritual:mindednefs holga corre 
and power of his profeſſion: 
quite the place for the full di | 
difficult” topic here in queſt 


dus of his den incompete 


not to be de- 


reſpecting it Vet, as it is a" matter which 
has often engaged his moſt ſerious confide- 
2, and has been the ſubject of 
his anxious enquiry” into the writings and 
opinions of far better inſtructors, he will 
venture to deliver a fe words on itz offer: 


dan- 


e; the writer: of theſe ſheets'i is too eonfei- 


firous of _ rather than of giving advice 
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-nityz-or reputation, with earneſt 


thoughts; if his mind natura 
tently runs e 


PREVAEIINO INADEQUATE' CONCEPTIONS 


; Advicejo Does then the Chriſtian: diſcover in him- . 
Cc 


it, judging not from accidental and oced- | 
ſional feelings, on which little ſtreſs is either 
way to be laid, but from the permanent ant 

habitual temper of his mind, a ſettled and 
ſtill more angrowing coldneſs and indiſpoſi- 
tion towards the conſiderations ä | 
Religion? And has he reaſon to apprehend, 
that this coldneſs and pez are ouing 
to his being engaged too much or tod ear- 
neſtly in worldly buſineſs, or to his _ 
too keen in the purſuit of worldly objects? 

Let him carefully examine the ſtate of his 
own heart, and ſeriouſſy and impar nally 
ſurvey the circumſtances of his ſituation in 


life; humbly praying to the Father of light 
and mercy, that he may be enabled to ſee 


his way clearly in this difficul emergency. 
If he ſinds himſelf purſuing: wealth, or dig- 
neſs and ſo- 
licitude; if theſe things engage many of his 
ly and inadver- 
out into contemplations of them; 
if ſueceſs in theſe reſpects greatly eladdeas, | 
and diſappointnents-diſpirit and diſtreſs his 
mind; he has b 1 too plain grounds for ſelf- 


condemnation. : No man can ſerve two 
% maſters.” | | The n 18 —.— in - 


leſſion of his heart, cath it i — s rer. 
that . gude himſelf dull, or rather dead | 
to the wee en wennfat. ＋ en 
ee e 0 eee onto 
But though this 8 of $i ome ati 
dation and regard for earthly things be much 
; clear and determinate, yet if the object 
Ae he is purſuing be one which, by its at · 
tainment, would bring him a conſiderable 
acceſſion of riches, ſtation, or honour, let him 
ſoberly and fairly queſtion and examine whe- 
ther the purſuit be warrantable? Here alſo, 
aſking the advice of ſome judicious friend, his 
backwardneſs to do which, in inſtances like 
theſe, ſhould juſtly lead him, as was · before re- 
marked, to diſtruſt the reaſonableneſs of the 
Same which he is proſecuting; In ſuch a 
caſe as this, we have good Aue to diſtruſt 
ourſelves. Though the inward hope that we 
are chiefly prompted by a deſire to promote the 
glory of our Maker, and the happineſs of our 
fellow creatures, by increaſing our means of 


aſefulneſs, may ſuggeſt itſelf to allay, yet let 
it not altogether remove our ſuſpicions. It 
18 not improbable, that beneath this plauſible 
maſk we conceal, more ſucceſsfully perhaps 

from ourſelves than from others, an inordinate 
W to the pomps and nn diſ- 

: RITES wil knee 


\ 


enger. tinctions of this life; and as chis attachmi 


omiſſion of ſome known duty, ar 
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gains the aſcendency, it weil overly fookl 


. —— of the ſun 


preme excellence of heavenly. ee hy 
neee fublide, N 


But n the eee ande woule 
follow from the ſucceſs of our worldly pur- 
ſuits do not render them ſo ee v a8 
in the caſe we have been juſt conſidering; 


yet, having ſuch i e e Beleg 
there is eee. a flaw, could we but diſ- 


cover it, let us carefully ſcrutinize the whole 
of our conduct, taking that word in its largeſt 
ſenſe, in order to diſcover whether we may 
not be living either in the breach or in the 
and whether it 
os not therefore have pleaſed God to with 
draw from us the influence of his Holy Spirit; 


particularly inquiring, whether the duties of 


ſelf examination, of ſecret and public prayer, 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
other preſcribed means of Grace, have not 


| been either wholly intermitted at their Pro- 


per ſeaſons, or at leaſt been performed with 


precipitation or giftraftion. And if we find 
reaſon to believe, that the allotment of time, 


which it would be moſt for our ſpiritual. im- 


en to aſbgn 0 1 en, offigns, is 


of ten 
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n —— and curtailed; let us «xr. WW 
mely backward to-adimit-excuſcs for W. 
ions and abridgements. It 4s 

mote than probable, for many obvious rea- 

for cher — wur worldly affairs them- 

ves will not,onthe long run, yoo! on the ber- | 


right: 26 be Par the more woos 
diate fervice of God, and to the weer 
of the inward principles of Religion. Our 
hearts at leaſt and our conduct will ſoon 
exhibit proofs of the ſad effects of this fatal 
1 They who in à crazy veſſai 
navigate a fea wherein. are ſhoals and bur | 
rents i mumerable, 81 they would keep their ; 
courſe. or reach their port in ſafety, muſt 
carefully repair the ſmalleſt injuries, and 
often throw out their line and take their 
obſervations. In the voyage of life alſo the 
2briftian who would not make ſhipwreck 
— — faith, while he is Habitually watchful 
and provident, muſt often make it his ex. 
preſs buſineſs to _ into! _ nen un nm 
e eee e ee l 


* * . f 5 49 


But to e my wap ect; yo us n en- 
gage in this: important ſerutiny, ny 
eee eee 
— belong to our profeſſion, or ſtation, or 
T4 ciroumſtapce 


$ 


* — 


might be ſpared from our hours of rela 
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es in life ; which om "We, 


they be, „let us een —— 4 not 
conſume a larger ſhare of our time than they 


really require; and whether hy nat triffing 


over our work, by deducting ſomewhat which 
cation, 
or by ſome other little management, we might 
not fully ſatisfy their juſt claims, and yet have 
an increaſed everplus of e to * * voted 
to, the aero of e e et 


But if we del iberately hah eee edits 


| that we ought not to give theſe worldly objects 


leſs of our ſime, let us endeavour at leaſt to give 


them leſs of our hearts; ſtriving that the ſet- 


tled frame of our deſires and affections may 


be more ſpiritual, and that in the motley in- 
tercourſes of life we may conſtantly retain a 


more lively ſenſe of the Divine preſence, and 


a ſtronger impreſſion of the reality of unſeen 


things; thus correſponding with the Scrip- 


ture defcription of true Chriſtians, “ walking 
« by faith and not by fight, and GEES 


80 e N in een 


W al, 88 us e e apts 
tion towhichwe ſhall certainly be expo: 
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ende in to riſe to ende e 
Let eee determine to know the worſt 


of our caſe; and Par to be ſuitably affected 


with it; not forward to ſpeak peace to our- 
ſelves, but patiently carrying about with us a 


deep conviction. of our backwardneſs and 


inaptitude to Religious duties, and a juſt 
ſenſe of our great weakneſs and numerous 
infirmities. This cannot be an unbecoming 


* trembling.” It prompts. to conſtant and 
earneſt prayer. It produces that ſobriety, 
_- lowlineſs and tenderneſs of mind, that 


wmeekneſs of demeanor and cireumſpection 


| Ih conduct, which are ſuch eminent n 
riſtics me ſhe: true Christian. 8 


ds, 18 at a _—_ a of 5 40 
* tarry thou the Lord's leiſure, be ſtrong and he 
* ſhall ſtrengthen thy heart.. They that wait 
on the Lord, ſhall renew their ſtrength.” 
4. Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall 
e be comforted.” Theſe Divine aſſurances 


ſooth and encourage the Chriſtian's diſturbed 
and dejected mind, and inſenſibly diffuſe a holy 


svor. | 


' temper in thoſe who are commanded 40 
6 3 out their falvation with fear and 


compoſure. The tint may be ſolemn, nay 


8 even melancholy I but it is mild and grateful, 


"_— is ſh his: ſoul has hee and he 


18 
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CHAP. 
IV. 


LI 


Exquiſite 
Senfibili- 
ty School 
_ af Rouſſeau 
and Sterne. 


5 » 
* 


nnn. 5 — a u 


* i den 1deſe Ve | „kindinel fill 
his eyes with tears, theyuretcars of reconcili- 
ation and joy: eee RE 
ſpringing up within him ſends him forth to 
his worldly labours < fervent in ſpirit,” re. 
ſolving through the Divine aid to be hence- 
forth more diligent and e in _ 


to the Glory of God, and longin " 
for that bleſſed time, When, boa freed 


from the bondage of corruption,“ he ſhall 
h be enabled to render to his Heavy 


xy 2 
factor more Pure and genes u ee 


Adder having: diſcufſed 0 mln ieee 5 
che whole queſtion concerning amiable tem- 
pers in general, it may be ſcarcely neceſſary 
to dwell upon that particular claſs of them 
which belongs to the head of generous emo- 
tions or of exquiſite ſenſibility. To theſe 


almoſt all which has been ſaid above, is 


ſtrictly applicable; to which it may be added, 
that the perſons i in WINE the latter qualities 
to the peace and comfort of chelr nearel 

connections. Theſe qualities indeed may be 


: rendered — 84 uſeful instrumente when 


ITY IWNCTIOAL EHWISPLANTDY,: az } 


Qrongly when not under her controul, be» ser. 
| nn greater danger than in the ww. 
former caſe, that perſons in whom the { 
——— be flattered into a falſe opinion = 
7 ofthenſolve by the exceſſive commendations 
often paid to them by others, and by the bes 
guiling complacencies of their _ mans, 
which are apt to be puffed up with a proud 
though ſecret conſciouſneſs of their own ſu- 
perior acutenęſs and ſenſibility. But it is the 
leſs requiſite to enlarge on this topic, becauſe 
it has been well diſcuſſed by many, who have 
unfolded the real nature of thoſe faſcinating 
qualities; who. have well remarked, that 
though ſhewy and apt to catch the eye, they 
are of a flimſy and periſhable fabric, not of 
that leſs gaudy, but more ſubſtantial and 
durable texture, which imparting permanent 
warmth and comfort, will long preſerve its 
more ſober honours, and ſtand the wear and 
tear of life, and the viciſſitudes of ſeaſons. 
It has been ſhewn, that theſe qualities often 
fail us when moſt we want their aid; that 
their. poſſeſſors can ſolace themſelves with 
their imaginary exertions in behalf of ideal 
miſery, and yet ſhrink from the labours of 
ative benevolence, or -retire with diſguſt 
from the homely forms of real poverty and 
wretchedne(s, In fine, the ſuperiority of true 
Chriſtian charity andof plain practical benefic 


| ADK * 


cence has oa ably. vindicated; and the 
ſchool of Rouſſeau has been forced to yield # | 
the ſchool of Chriſt, when the queſtion has 
been concerning the beſt means of promoting 
the comfort of family 8 or * erregte . 


well-being of ſociety *. 


* While all are worthy of blame who, to 88 like 


theſe, have aſſigned a more exalted. place than to religious and 


moral principle, there is one writer who, eminently. culp-. 
able in this reſpect, deſerves, on another account, {till ſe- 
verer reprehenſion. Really poſſeſſed of x powers to explore 
and touch the fineſt ſtrings of the human heart, and bound 
by his ſacred profeſſion to devote thoſe powers to the ſer- 
vice of religion and virtue, he every where diſcovers. a 
ſtudious folicitude to excite indecent ideas. We turn. away 
our eyes with diſguſt from open immodeſty ; but even this 
is leſs miſchievous ,than that more meaſured ſtyle, which 
EXCites impure images, without ſhocking us by the grofſ- 


neſſes of the language. Never was delicate ſenſibility prov- 
ed to be more diſtinct from plain practical benevolence, 


than in the writings of the author to whom I allude. In- 


ſtead of employing his talents for the benefit of his fellow- 


creatures, they were applied to the pernicious purpaſes of 
corrupting the national taſte, and of lowering the ſtandard 


of manners and morals. The tendency of his writings is 


to vitiate that purity of mind, intended by Providence as 
the companion and preſervative of youthful virtue, and to 
produce, if the expreſſion may be permitted, a marbid ſen- 
Ability in the. perception of indecency. An imagination 
exerciſed i in this difcipline is never clean, but ſeeks for and 
diſcovers ſomething indelicate in the moſt common phraſes = 


and actions of ordinary life. If the general ſtyle of writing 


and converſation were to be formed n that model to which 


Sterne uſed his utmoſt endeavours to conciliate the min 
of men, there is no eſtimating the effeAs which would fogr 
be S on the manners and — of the age. 
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ten BY the B. ulk of 7 nominal C hri e wy . 
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A eee OY hb we — 
Fart of the Religion of the bulk of no- 
minal Chriſtians, their fundamental error 
reſpecting the eſſential nature of Chriſtia- 
nity has been diſcuſſed, and traced into ſome 
of its many miſchievous conſequences. Seve- 
ral of their particular miſconceptions and 
allowed defects have alſo been pointed out 
and illuſtrated. It may not be improper to 
cloſe the ſurvey. by noticing. ſome others, 


for the exiſtence of which we may nox 
appeal to en e e of the: AE I. 


delineation. 
1 £3 
ins hs belt place, com: ha appears 
throu ghout, both in the principles and al- 
lowed conduct of the bulk of nominal Chriſ 


er ah of in. 


ſon to remark, that, as was formerly ob- 


n * is ſuffered to dwindle away 


into 


a moſt inadequate idea of the guilt 
We every where find. rea- 


— 


FF Lk into a mere matter of Police Hence the. 
guilt of actions is eſtimated, not by de p 
pPtjiortion in which, according to Scripture, dy x 
| are offenſive to God, but by that in which 
RR injurious to ſociety. Murder, theft, 
fraud in all its ſhapes, and ſome ſpecies of 
lying, are manifeſtly and in an eminent de- 
gree, injurious to ſocial happineſs. How | 
. different accordingly, in the moral ſcale, is 
the place they hold, from that which is af- 
figned to ulolatry,, to general irreligion, to 
ſwearing, drinking, fornication,” laſciviouf- 
neſs, ſenſuslity, exceſſive diſſipation, and in 
particular circumſtances, to W e mas 
* * e ee 


"Iridend, ſeveral. of the nde eee 
vices are held to be groſsly criminal in the 
lower ranks, becauſe manifeſtly ruinous to 
| their temporal intereſts ; but in the higher, 
they are repreſented as © loſing half their evil 

by lofing all their groſſneſs, as flowing 
naturally from great proſperity, from the 

exceſs of gaiety and good humour; and they 

are accordingly © regarded with but a ſmall 
degree of diſapprobation, and cenſured very 
_ ®*{hightly or not at all {@).”— Non meus 
1 ao ſermo eſt.“ | Theſe are ane «i 


0 — of Nations, Wan 


authors 


- am 1 — CURISTVANITY:” | | 7 
auth — fecragind, the ſtage of ha- SECT. 


perior orders coo unfavourable and bee, 

t Rs ie 1 
Will thass ade e de ol denied 
 Wilk-it, be maintained that there is not the 
bierence already ſtated; in the moral eſti- 
mation of theſe. different claſſes of vices? 
Will it be faid: that the one claſs is indeed 

more generally reſtrained, and more ſeverely 
puniſhed: aca i eee more ous 


more direclly at at war with the nll EET 

ſociety; but that when brought . | 
tribunal of internal opinion they a are con- 
ENULEC eee 1 ee ee 


. 


11 
Facts may be Jana; and cage 8 
out of countenance. But where the general 
ſentiment and feeling of mankind are in 
queſtion, our common language is often the 
cleareſt and moſt impartial witneſs; and the 
_ concluſions thus furniſhed, are not to be 
parried by wit, or eluded. by ſophiſtry. In 
the preſent caſe, our ordinary modes of ſpeech 
furniſh ſufficient matter for the determina | 
. e 


en een oe e ee 7 mall ; 

wn ſuch ſins as are ey yam mju- 
rious to the communit 

them diminutive and ———ů—ů— 

if not as in the common uſes of language * 


to be admitted as ſigns of approbation and 


ill ene at leaſt de a u ae to be 


gallantry, pres 2 * 2 a — em 


phraſes might be adduced as inſtances. But 
it is worthy: of remark, that no ſuch ſoft: 
and qualifying terms are in uſe for expreſſing! 


the ſmaller degrees of theft or fraud, or for- 
bern, or any other of thoſe offences, which: 


itted by men againſt their fellow 


— and in the · ſuppreſſion of which we 


are intereſted by our regard to our wemporaſ 2 


: „ | 


The ee which s we e is ene 
undeniable. In the caſe of any en of 


TE 3 


| * Vide the Grammarians, — 8 on "the. i 


Diminutives of the Itali ian and other language 


14 a) Many more might be added, ſuch as 2 good flaw. | 
4 good companion, a libertine, a little free, a little looſe 
in talk, wild, gay, jovial, being no man's enemy but 5 8 ; 
e wy be. * — ** all) having a good heart. 
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| honour, or of moral honeſty, we ATE. fagacious 1 | 
in diſcerning and inexorable in judging the v. 

offence. No allowance is made for the ſul - 

denneſs of ſurprize, of the ſtreng gth of temps 
tations: One fingle failure is bane. to 
oo imply the abſence of the moral or honourable 
principle. The memory i is retentive on theſe 
occaſions, and the. man's. character is blaſted 
for life. Here, even the mere ſuſpicion. of 
ONE: once offended can ſcarcely be got 
Ver. = „There is an Awkward, Hary About i 
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1 he and I can . acquainted.” 4 "Buy; in 
the caſe of ns againſt God, there 1 is no ſuch 

watchful jealouſy, none of this rigorous logic. 
A man may go on in the frequent commil- 

fon of known ſins, yet no ſuch inference i is 

drawn reſpecting the abſence of the religious. 

principle. On the contrary, we ſay of him, 

that * though his conduct be a little incorrect, 
. Nine ple, are untouched;” that he has 

0 good feart; and ſuch a man may go 
quietly through life, with the titles of a 


mighty worthy W and 158 4 good 
Chrif an. 
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290 | _ PREVAILING INADEQUATE CONCEPTIONS | 


CHAP. bur Saviour's ſermon on the mount, Which 
IF. many of the claſs we are ebfdeniting Affekt 
3 highly to admire, is exprefely pointed: againſt 
ſd dangerous a ' miſconception. | There, no 
ſuch diftinftion is made between the rich and 
the poor. No notices are to be traced of 
one fcale of morals for the higher, and of 
another for thelower elaſſes of fociety. Nay, 
the former are exprefsly guarded againſt any x 
och. vain imagination, and are "diſtinetly | 
warned, that their condition in life is the 
more dangerous becauſe of the more abun- 
dant temptations to which it expoſes them. 
Idolatry, fornication, laſciviouſtiefs, drunken - 
nes, revellings, inordi nate affoction, are claſſed 
with theft and murder, and with what we hold 
in even ſtill greater abomination; and concern- 
ing them all it is pronounced alike, that * they 
„Which do ſuch e cannot Inherit the 
by: e of Gad-, Eo Ts 


* N 4 3 


Inadequate In truth, the inftaner which we have katy | 
* ſpecified of the looſe ſy ſtern of theſe Ronny 
Chriſtians betrays a gatal abſence of the prin- f 
 cipte which is the very foundation of 3 Re- | 
| ligion. Their flight notions.of the guilt and 
ceyil of fin diſcover an utter want of a1 ſuit- 
able reverence for the Divine Majeſty. This 
principle is Jy termed 3 in Scripture, * the 
„beginning 


3 


oer PRAGTIEAL CNRISTIANITYY: 29 
* beginning of wiſdom,” {a} and there EY By 88. 
perhaps no one quality which it is ſo much 
the ſtudious endeavour of the fared writers 
to . We _ Tg heart, | 2 
Sin is Sen in Skipass as 5 | 
* the ſovereignty of God, and every 4 { 
different act of it equally violates his law, and, 4 
if perſevered in; diſclaims his ſupremac g. | 
To the inconſiderate and the gay this doc- 11 
trine may ſeem harſh, while, vainly fluttering Ii 
in the ſunthine of worldly proſperity, they 
lull themſelves into a fond ſecurity. .. But | 
<« the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 1 
«© the night; in which the Heavens ſhall paſs 1 
e away with a great noiſe, and the elements 1 
4 ſhall melt with fervent heat; the earth alſo 1 
« and the works that are therein ſhall be 11 
5 burned up. Seeing then, that all theſe ll. 
things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of 1 
„ perſons ought we to be in all holy con- i 
«-yerfationandGodlineſs.” / We are but an bl 
atom in the univerſe. Worlds upon worlds 44 
ſurround us, all Probably full of intelligent Ih 
creatures, to whom, now or hereafter; we. [1 
may be a ſpectacle, and afford an exatnple of 


the Divine Procedure. Who ſhall take upon 


0 a) Prov... 1—% 10. Palm. ei, 10, Job. xxviii. a8. „ 
09 2 Peter, i lil, = 11. nl | 
| LE him 


4- A 


82 


| « life; ” «© they are delivered from the power 
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ene, him to pronounce what: er be the iſſue, 


if fin were ſuffered to pais unpuniſhed in one 
corner of this univerſal empire? Who ſhall 
ſay what confuſion might be the conſequence, 
what diſorder it might ſpread through the 
creation of God? Be this however as it may, 
Th language of Scripture is clear and deciſive. 

—* The wicked ſhall be turned into n | 
K and all the people that forget God.“ ö a: 


0 ſhould be cutfally erat "ry ane 


thats. awful denunciations of the future pu- 
niſhment of ſin derive additional weight 


from this conſideration, that they are repre- 


ſented not merely as a judicial ſentence, which, 
without violence to the ſettled order of things, 
might be remitted through the mere mercy 


of our Almighty Governor, but as ariſing out 


of the eſtabliſhed courſe of nature; as hap- 
pening in the way of natural conſequence, 
juſt as a cauſe is neceſſarily connected with its 
effect; as reſulting from certain connections 


and nelatinns which rendered them ſuitable 


and becoming. It is ſtated, that the king- 


dom of God ny the kingdom of Satan are 


both ſet up in the world, and that to the one 


| aches of theſe we muſt belong. The 


* righteous have fed from death unto 


"YE 


; 
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ct of: darkneſs, and are tranſlated into the ner. 


kingdom of God's dear ſon Ja). They 
are ane « the. children, and: the ſub- 
«jects of God. While on earth, they love 
his day, his Grvioe, his people; they © ſpeak 


good of his name they abound in his 


works. Even here they are in ſome degree 
poſſeſſed of his image, by and by it ſhall be 
perfected, © they ſhall awake up after his 
“ likeneſs,”” and being « heirs of eternal life, 
* they ſhall receive an inheritance, incorrup- 


5 tible. ad dunklen, Band 1 1 fadeth 0 


45 ane, e , MHD Pr 


DE. 8 on s hes: Hake. 94 18 DO _ 


: ld, that © they are of their father the: 
« devil:”; While on earth, they are ſtyled 
"-$ Hig children.” his ſervants,” they are ſaid: 


to do his works,” „to hold of his fide,” to 


be * ſubje&ts: of his kingdom; at length 


they ſhall partake his portion,“ when the 


merciful Saviour ſhall be changed into an 
avenging judge, and ſhall pronounce that 


dreadful ſentence, « depart from me, ye curſed, 15 
into Mgr, fire e for the: e 


9 a e f 


A 


oh it pollible t that hath dedtirationk mould 


b : = ſtrike terror, or at leaſt excite _— _ 7 


271 8 ; . (a) Col. 1. 13. 
| * : fearful. 
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PREVAILING Id AD EO VAT E CONCEETIONS 
fearful apprehenſion in the lighteſt and moſt 
inconſiderate mind? But the imaginations of 
men are fatally prone to ſuggeſt to them fal- 
lacious hopes in the very face of theſe poſi- 

tive declarations, ' We cannot perſuade our- 
ſelves that God will in fact prove ſo ſevere, 
It was the very deluſion to which our wh 
parents? eyed” * Ye a not ſurely n 


Let me aſk theſs 80 men, . are 4 


diſpo ſed to trifle with their immortal inte- 


way had they lived. in the antideluvian 
walls. would they have conceived it poſſible 
that God would then execute his predicted 


| threatening ? Yet the event took place at the 
appointed time; the flood came and ſwept 


them all away: and this aweful inſtance of 
the anger of God againſt ſin is related in the 
inſpired writings for our inſtruction. Still 
more to rouſe us to attention, the record is 
impreſſed in indelible Sünder on the ſolid 
ſubſtance of the very globe we inhabit, 
which thus, in every country upon earth, fur- 


niſhes practical atteſtations to the truth of 


the ſacred writings, and to the actual accom- 
pliſhment of their awful predictions. For 


myſelf I muſt declare, that I never can read 


without awe. the paſſage in which out Sa- 
viour is ſpeaking of the ſtate of the world at 
| | 5 ti FW + "48 
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the time of this memorable event: Thewick- sg r. 
edneſs of men is repreſented to have been v. 
| great. and prevalent, yet not as. we are ready XS 
to conceive, ſuch as to interrupt the eourſe, 
and ſhake the very: frame of ſociety. The. 
reneral face of things was, perhaps, not very ) 
lifferent from that which is exhibited: in 
many of the European nations. It was a 
ſelfiſh, a luxurious, an irreligious, and an 
inconſiderate world. They were called, but 
they would not hearken; ; they were warned, 
but they would not believe They did 
„ent, they drank, they married Wives, they 
« were given in marriage; ſuch is the ac- 
count of one of the Evangeliſts ; in that of 
another it is ſtated nearly in the ſame words; 
They were eating and drinking, marrying. 
“ and giving in marriage, and knew not 
until the flood came and 8 ther 
6 enge, 
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Which we have been deſcribing, a moſt in- Gelee | 
adequate conception of the difficulty of be- — 4 to 


— 


coming true Chriſtians, and an utter forget - i} 
fulneſs of its being the great buſineſs of life nn 
to ſecure our admiſſion into Heaven, and to, 15 
prepare our hearts for its ſervice and enjoy- 1 
ments. The general notion appears to be, 4 

| 


Iv 
\ 
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on Ar. that if born in a country of Which Chriſtia, 


, nity is the eſtabliſhed religion, we are born 
Chriſtians. We do not therefore look out 
for poſitive evidence of our really being of 


that number; but putting the onus proband, 


(i it may de 15 expreſſed) on the wrong ſide, 
we conceive ourſelves ſuch of courſe, except 
our title be diſproved by poſitive evidence to 
the contrary, And we are fo flow in giving 
ear to what conſcience urges to us on this 
. fide, fo dexterous in juſtifying What is clearly 
wrong, in palliating what we cannot juſtify, 
in magnifying the merit of What is fairly 

commendable, in flattering ourſelves: that our 
habits of vice are only oceafional acts, and in 
multiplying our ſingle acts into habits of 
virtue, that we muſt be bad indeed, to be 
compelled to give a verdi& againſt ourſelves, 
Beſides, having! no ſuſpicion of our ſtate, we 
do not ſet ourſelves in earneſt to the work 
of ſelf-examination ; but only receive in a 
confuſed and haſty way ſome occaſional no- 


tices of our danger, when ſickneſs, or the loſs 
of a friend, or thi recent commiſſion of ſome 
at of vice of greater ſize than ordinary, has 
awakened in our eonſciences A more than | 
e give of W | Pu DO STYIST OI 
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üs, by the generality, it is altogether 82 er. 
forgotten, that the Chriſtian has a great Fee E 
to execute; that of forming himſelf after the —— 
pattern of his Lord and Maſter, throug h the | 
operation of the Holy Spirit of God, Which 
is promiſed to our fervent prayers and dili- 
gent endeavours. Unconſeious of the obſta- 
cles which impede, and of the enemies which 
reſiſt their advancement, they are naturally 
forgetful alſo of the ample proviſion which 
is in ſtore, for enabling them to ſurmount 
the one, and to conquer the other. The 
ſeriptural repreſentations of the ſtate of the 
5 ang on earth, by the images of a 
* race,” and a warfare,” of its being ne- 
ceſſary to rid himſelf of every incumbrance 
which might retard him in the one, and to 
furniſh Himſelf with the whole armour of 
God for being victorious in the other, are, ſo 
far as theſe nominal Chriſtians are concerned, 
figures of no propriety or meaning. As 
little (as was formerly ſhewn) have they, in 
correſpondence with the [Scripture deſcrip- 
tions of the feelings and language of real 
Chriſtians, any idea of acquiring a relith, 
while on earth, for the worſhip” and ice 
of Heaven. If the truth muſt be told, their 
notion is rather a confuſed idea” of future 
gratification 1 in Heaven, in return for having 


put 


aa 


PREVAILING. . INADEQUATE . CONCEPTIONS | 


car, Put a force upon their inclinations, and e en- 
"Iv. 
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. all . is 1 = * * 2 Chia, 
| which exhibits a more inadequate. image. of 
her real excellences than the cold copyings, 
by ſome inſipid pencil, convey of the force and 
grace of Nature, or of Raphael. In the lan- 
guage of Scripture, Chriſtianity i is not a geo- 
graphical, but a moral term. It is not the 
being a native of a Chriſtian country; it is 4 
condition, a fate, ; the poſſeſſion of a peculiar 
nature, with the e and * e "ID 
belong Cn: of: 
Farther 7; * this; it is a ſtate into which 
we are not born, but into which we muſt 
be tranſlated; a nature which we do not in- 
heri, but into which we are to be created 
aneu. To the undeſerved grace of God, 
which is promiſed on our uſe of the ap- 
pointed means, we muſt be indebted for the 
attainment of this nature, and, to acquire 
and make ſure of it is that great . work of 
our, ſalvation,” which we are commanded 
fo work. out with fear and trembling, -We 
are every where reminded, that this is a mat- 
ter of labour and difficulty, requiring conti- 
nal, watchfulneſs, and unceaſing effort and 
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unwearied patience. Even to the very laſt, 
towards the cloſe of a long life conſumed in 
active ſervice, or in cheorfal ſuffering, we 
find St. Paul himſelf declaring, that he con- 
ceived bodily ſelf-denial' and mental diſci- 
pline to be indiſpenſably neceſſary to his 


very ſafety. Chriſtians, who are really wor- 


thy of the name, are repreſented . as being 
made meet for the inheritance of the Saints 
« in light;” as © waiting for the coming of 
4 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;* as looking for 
and haſtening unto the coming of the days 
of God, It is ſtated as being enough to make 
them happy, that « Chriſt ſhould receive 
them to himſelf;” and the ſongs of the 
bleſſed Spirits in Heaven are deſcribed to be 
the ſame as thoſe in which the ſervants of 


God on earth pre: forth their nne and 


adoration. 


end rende of the indiſpenſable 


neceflity, and of the arduous nature of the 


ſervice in which he is engaged, the true 
Chriſtian ſets himſelf to the work with vis 
gour, and proſecutes it with diligence. His 
motto is that of the painter; © nullus dies fine | 


* linea,” Fled as it were from a country in 
which the plague is raging „ he thinks it 


not IE? juſt to paſs the boundary line, 


but 
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c ar. but would put out of doubt his eſcape her 


IV. 


yond the limits of infection. Prepared to 


2 


| — meet with difficulties, he is not diſeouraged 


when they occur; warned of his numerous 
adverſaries, he is not alarmed on their ap- 


proach, or unprovided for encountering them. 


He knows that the beginnings of. every new 
courſe may be expected to be rough and 


painful; but he is aſſured that the paths: on 


which he is entering will ere long ſeem 
bee and become indeed“ n * _ 


- 55 of . of Suck an one the ex- 
preſſions of Pilgrim and Stranger are a lively 
deſcription, and all the other figures and 
images, by which Chriſtians are repreſented 
in Scripture, have in his caſe a determinate 
meaning and a juſt application. There 
is indeed none by which the Chriſtian's ſtate 
on earth is in the word of God more fre- 


quently imaged, or more happily illuſtrated, 


than by that of a journey; and it may not be 
amiſs to pauſe for a while in order to ſurvey 
it under that reſemblance. The Chriſtian 


is travelling on buſineſs through a ſtrange. 


country, in which he 1 is commanded to ex- 
ecute his work with diligence, and purſue | 
his courſe home ward hed h. Ie. 


. 
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Rute which he ſees by the way ſide he 
gathers with caution; he drinks of the ſtreams 
with moderation; he is thankful when the 
ſun ſhines, and his Way is pleaſant; but if it 
be rough and rainy, he cares not much, he is 
but a traveller. He is prepared for viciſſi- 
tudes; he knows that he muſt expect to meet 
with them in the ſtormy and uncertain cli- 
mate of this world. But he is travelling to 
a better country, a country of unclouded 
light and undiſturbed ſerenity. He ſinds alſo 
by experience, that when he has had the leaſt 
of external comforts, he has always been 
leaſt diſpoſed to loiter; and if for the time it 
be a little diſag greeable, he can folace himſelf 
with the idea of his being thereby forwarded 
in his courſe. © In aleſs . ſeaſon, 
he looks round him with an eye of obſerva- 
tion; he admires what is beautiful; he ex- 
amines what is curious; he receives with 
complacency the refreſhments which are ſet 
before him, and enjoys them with, thankful- 
neſs. Nor does he churliſhly refuſe to aſſo- 


_ cidte- with the inhabitants of the country 


through which he is paſſing, nor, ſo far as he 
may, to ſpeak their language, and adopt their 
faſhions. But he neither ſuffers pleaſure, 
nor curioſity, nor ſociety; to take up too 
mu ch of his time; andis ſtill intent on tranſ- 
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CHAP. acting the buſineſs which he has to execute, and s 


on proſecuting the journey which he is ordered 


to purſue. He knows alſo that, to the very end 
W of life, his journey will be through a country 


in which he has many enemies; that his way 
is beſet with ſnares; that temptations: throng 
around him, to ſeduce him from his courſe, or 
check his advancement in it; that the very 


air diſpoſes todrowfineſs, and that therefore to 


the very laſt it wilt be requiſite for him to be 


circumſpect and collected. Often therefore 
he examines whereabouts he is, how he has 


got forward, and whether or not he is travel- 


ling in the right direction. Sometimes he 
ſeems to himſelf to make conſiderable pro- 
greſs, ſometimes he advances but ſlowly, too 
often he finds reaſon to fear that he has fallen 


backward in his courſe. Now he is cheered 


with hope, and gladdened by ſucceſs; now 
he is diſquieted with doubts, and damped by 
diſappointments. Thus while to nominal 
Chriſtians, Religion is a dull uniform thing, 
and they have no conception of the deſires 
and diſappointments, the hopes and fears; the 
joys and ſorrows, which it is calculated to 
bring into exerciſe, in the true Chriſtian all 
is life and motion, and his great wotk calls 
forth alternately the various paſſions of the 
foul. Let it not therefore be imagined that 
1978 e his 


bis is 4 e of wens toil and hardihip: 
His very labours are © the labours of love; 


if © "he has need. of patience,” it is the 
„ patience of hope,” and he is cheered in his 

work by the conſtant aſſurance of preſent 

fapport, and of final victory. Let it not be 


forgotten that this is the very idea given us 


of happineſs by one of the ableſt examiners 


of the human mind; a conſtant employment 
for a defired end, with the conſciouſneſs of 


_ continual progreſs. | 80 true is the Scripture 85 


declaration, that © Godlineſs has the pro- 
ce miſe of the life that ved is, as Well as of 
9 that Nad! is to > come,” 

Our review of the character of the bulk 
| of nominal Chriſtians has exhibited abund- C 
ant proofs of their allowed defeQtiveneſs in 
that great conſtituent of the true Chriſtian Gd 
character, the love of God. Many inſtances, 
in proof of this aſſertion, have been inci- 
dentally pointed out, and the charge is in 
itſelf ſo obvious, that it were ſuperfluous to 
ſpend much time in endeavouring to eſta- 
bliſh it. Put the queſtion fairly to the teſt. 
Concerning the proper marks and evidences 
of affection, there can be little diſpute. Let 


the moſt candid inveſtigator examine the 
by _ and conduct, and language "of the 


_ perſons 


* oF? 8 T8 4 
1 
SECT. 
. i 
N ” * 


Bulk of 
nominal 
Chriſtians 

- defeQivein 

þ wy love of 
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CHAP, perſons of whom we have been ſpeaking. 
iv. and he will be compelled to acknowledge, 

— that ſo far as love towards the Supreme Being 
is in queſtion, theſe marks and evidences. | 
are no where to be met with. It is in itſelf 
a deciſtve evidence of a contrary feeling 1 in 
thoſe nominal Chriſtians, that they find no 
pleaſure in the ſervice and worſhip of God. 
Their devotional acts reſemble leſs the free . 
will offerings. of a grateful heart, than that. 
conſtrained _ and reluctant homage Which is 
exacted by ſome hard maſter From: his op- 
preſſed dependents, and paid with cold fallen. 
neſs, and laviſh apprehenfion. It was the, 
very charge brought by God againſt his un- 
grateful people of old, that while they called 
him Sovereign and Father, they withheld 
from him the regards which ſeverally belong 

do thoſe reſpected and endearing appellations., 

Thus we. likewiſe think it 'cnounh to offer 
to the moſt excellent and e of Beings, 
to our ſupreme and unwearied Benefactor, a 
dull, artificial, heartleſs gratitude, of which: 

we ſhould be aſhamed i in the caſe of a fellow-, 
creature, who had ever ſo ſmall a claim on 
our N and chankfulneſs. < 


* 7 4 * 
rr 1 
n SW 


+ may 1 25 infinite uſe to Ke OT oe in our. 
minds a ftrong and habitual ſenſe of that firſt, 


and 


; $ 


P 


* 
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with all thy mind, and with all thy foul 
and with all thy: ſtrength, ? is paſſion, | 
operative and wigorous in its very nature, 
ke a maſter ſpring, would put and maintain 
in action all the complicated movements of 
the human ſoul. 8001 alſo would it ter- 
minate many profiical queſtions concern- 
ing the allowableneſs of certain com- 
pliances, queſtions which, with other ſimij- 


{ great commandment Thou thaltlove sz. 
he Lord ere 7 all thy heart, and . 


lar difficulties, are often only * the told „ie 


offspring of a ſpirit of reluctant ſubmiſ- 
ſion, and cannot ſtand the encounter of 
this trying principle. If, for example, it 
were diſputed Whether or not the» law 
of God were /e ſtrict as had been ſtaterl 
in condemning the flighteſt infraction af 
its precepts, r. from the preciſe 
demands of juſtice, the appeal ſhould be made 
to the-more-generous principle ef love, there 
would be at once an end of the diſcuſſion. 
Fear will deter from acknowledged crimes, 
and ſelf. intereſt will bribe to laborious ſer- 
vices. But it is the peculiar glory, and the 
very characteriſtic of this more generous paſ- 
ſion, to ſhew itſelf in ten thouſand little and 
undefinable acts of ſedulous atterition, which 
* * can pay, and of ä when 122 
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The Stage. 
ava dend tender ground; but it would be 
an impr oper deference to the opinions and 
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„love alone can eſtimate: the —— "TY 
outruns the deductions of reafonings..t- ſcorns 


—— the refuge of caſuiſtry; it requires net the 


flow; proceſs of laborious and undeniable 
proof that an action would be injuricus and 
offenſive, or anotlier beneficiab of gratifying 
to the object of affection. The leaſt him, the 


Abghteſtfarmiſe; is ſufficient to make it ſtart 
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manners of the age altogether to avoid it. 
There has been much argument concerning 
the lawfulneſs of * theatrical amuſements. 


Let it be ſufficient to remark, that the con- 
troverſy would be ſhort indeed, if the queſtion 


were to be tried by this criterion of love to 


the Supreme Being. If there were any thing 
of that ſenſibility for the honour of God, : 


and of that zeal in his ſervice; which we 
ſhew in behalf of our earthly friends, or of 


our political connections, ſhould we ſeek our 
e in that” Awe nent the debauchee, | : | 


5 7 b& 
PIN 


agg I is amet unveceſlary to 3 * that the ond fs 8 
to be underſtood in, 2 Ar My? as : ON the 
5 r a LEY n „ 


1 
BAS 


—— 2 + $2 $7 14-8 11 5 "SES - 
* or P A CTICAL CH WITTE NITY. 


flan amed With Wine, or bent on the grati- $E er. | 


ep of other licentious appetites, finds 
moſt Congenial to his ſtate and temper 'of © 
mind? In that place; from the piled 
of Which how * juſtly termed'a ſchool of 
morals might hence alone be inferred) de- 
corum, and modeſty, and regularity retire, 
While riot and lewdneſs are invited to the 


ſpot, and invariably ſelect it for their choſen 
reſidence; where the ſacred name of God is 


often prophaned; where ſentiments are often 
heard with delight, and motions and geſtures 


often applauded, Which would. not be to- 


lerated in private company, but Which may 
far exceed the utmoſt licence allowed in the 


teal circle, without at all tranſgreffing the 


large bounds of theatrical decorum; where, 


when moral principles, are inculcated, they 


are not ſuch as a Chriſtian ought to cheriſh 
in his boſom, but ſuch as it muſt be his daily 


endeavour to extirpate ; not thoſe which 


Seripture Warrants, but thoſe . it con- 
| demns.; a8 falſe and {purious,. being 0 nded 


in pride and ambition, and the over-valuation 
of human favour; where ſurely, if a Chriſtian 


ſhould*truft Hiinſelf at all, it would be re- 
E iſite for him to prepare himſelf with a 
double portion of watchfulneſs and ſeriouſ- 
"Om 1 7 A, "Inſtead of — i as the 
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guard, 


CHAP. place i in which he may throw: off his 
i. and unbend without danger. The juſtneſs of 
. this laſt remark, and the general tendency of 
theatrical amuſements, is atteſted by the 
ſame well inſtructed maſter in the ſcience of 
buman life, to hom we had before occaſion 
to refer. By him they are recommended as 
the moſt, efficacious expedient for relaxing, 
among. any, people, that * preciſeneſi and au- 
feerity. of morals,” to uſe his own. phraſe, 
which, under the name of holineſs, it is the 
| buſineſs of Scripture to inculcate and enforce. 
Nor is this poſition merely theoretical. The 
experiment Was tried, and tried ſuccebfully, 
in a city {a} upon the continent, in which it 
was wiſhed to corru * the O's ral 7 
Fe times. 


; F, pq 
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* enn is worthy of ik that the e 
have multiplied extremely in Paris fince the revolution; 
and that laſt winter there were twenty open every night, 
And all crowded, It ſhould not be left unobſerved, and it 
s ſeriouſly, ſubmitted to the conſideration of thoſe who re- 
.gard the ſtage as a ſchool of morals, that the pieces which 
were beſt compoſed, beſt ated, and moſt, warmly and ge- 
nerally applauded, were ſuch as abounded in tolls of e. 
| _ Leate ſenſibility, Tue people of Paris have never beetr 

imagined to be more ſuſceptible; than the generality of 
mankind, of theſe IP this is not the particular 
| | periods 


— 


er FRKETIEAL i 7E. 


- What Judgement ſhould we form of the 
watmmth of that man's attachment to his So- 
| 2 1, who, at ſeaſons of recreation, ſhould 
| Is pleafures in ſcenes as ill accordant 
| AD the principle of loyalty, as thoſe of 

which we bave been ſpeaking with the 
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genius of religion? If for this purpoſe he 


were to ſelect the place, and frequent the 
amuſements to which Democrats and Jaco- 
bins {c} ſhould love to reſort for entertainment, 
and in which they ſhould find themſelves ſo 
much at home, as invariably to ſelect the ſpot 
for their abiding habitation; where dialogue 
and ſong, and the intelligible language of 


Fgeſticulation, ſnould be uſed to convey ideas 


and ſentiments, not perhaps palpably trea- 
ſonable, or directly falling within the ſtrict 
preciſion of any legal limits, but yet palpably 
n to TRE" 11885 of wöntenen 80 


8 * +02 1 D 5 


| 2 when the Pariſians len ben commonly conceiyed 
| moſt under their influence. Vide Journal d'un Voyageur 
Neutre. The author of the work expreſſes himſelf a8 


' aſtoniſhed nne, wd 1 As. * to account 
for it. | 
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' they ſhould convey an impreffion of party feelings, of which 
| he wiſhes this book to exhibit no traces; but he here 
means by Democrats and Jacobins, not perfoiis on whom 
party violence faſtens ne but perſons _ are 

* and ayowedly ſuch, 
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 epinion;ſhould we form of the ee of 


tiſe in the caſe of our felloy- creatures, 1 is in 
itſelf the moſt deciſiye proof that the prin- 
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vernment; Which, further, che (higheſt aur 
thorities had recommended as ſoyereign ſpe⸗ 
cifics for cooling the warmth, and enlarging 
the narrownels, of an exceſſive loyalty. What 


that fr iengſhip, « or of the fidelity of that love, 
Which, in relation to their reſpective r 
i exhibit the ſame contragidtions?.. 


11 n "Re the hard meaſure. if the phraſe may 
be pardoned, which, as has been before re- 


| marked, we give to God: and the very dif- 


ferent way in which we "allow ourſelves ta 
act, and {| peak, and feel, where he ; is congern- 


ed from that which we reguire, or even prac: 


| ciple of the love of God, if not altogether, 


pages! 
Iyſtem of 


the nomi- 
nal Chriſ- 
tians de- 
fective in 
what re- 


E 


their fel- 
low-Crea- | 


extinct in us, is at leaſt in the loweſt poſſible 
degree of languor, : 


1 1 examining the e in A — 
hall; of nominal Chriſtians are defective in 
the love of God, if we proceed to inquire 
concerning the ſtrength of their love towards 
their fellowe creatures, the writer is well 


aware of its being generally held, that here 


at leaſt they may rather challenge praiſe. than 
ſobmit to cęnſure. ane 185 * be- 
neſicent 


—_— 


er krleri t Ennrarthniny jth 


nefſcent inſtitutiens in which this country: thor. 
abounds, probably above every other, whether 8. 
in ancient or modern times, may be Perhaps — 
appealed to in proof of the opinion. Much 
of what might have been otherwiſe urged | in 
| the" diſcuffion'of this topic has been antici- 
pated in the inquiry into the grounds of the 
7 wie eſtimation aſſigned to amiable 
tempers and uſeful lives, when unconnected 
with religious principle. What was then 
ſtated may ſerve in many caſes to lower, in 
the preſent inſtance, the loftineſs of the pre- 
tenſions of the bulk of nominal Chriltians; 
and we ſhall hereafter have occaſion to men- 
tion another conſideration, of which the ef- 
fect "muſt be, ſtill further to reduce their 
claims: Meanwhile; let it ſuffice to remark, 
that we muſt not reſt ſatisfied with merely 
ſuperſicial appearances, if we would form a 
fair eſtimate of the degree of purity and 
vigour in which the principle of good will 
towards men warms the boſoms of the bulk 
of nominal Chriſtians in the higher and more 
opulent claſſes in this country. In a highly 
poliſhed ſtate of ſociety, for inſtance, we do 
not expect to find \moroſeneſs. But in an 
age of great profuſion, though we may re- 
le& with Fee on thoſe numerous cha- 
| itions, which are juſtly" the ho- N 
* 4 > an 


312 


| JS nour of Great Britain, we are not too h. 
: v. | 
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to infer a ſtrong principle of internal bene: 


Violence, from liberal contributions to the res 


lief of indigence and miſery, When theſe 


contributions indeed are equally abundant i in 
times or in individuals perſc xally c 


Kal, the ſource from which they originate 
becomes leſs queſtionable, But a vigorous 


principle of philanthropy muſt not be at 


once conceded on the ground of liberal be- 
nefactions to the poor, in the caſe of one who 


by his liberality in this reſpect is curtailed in 
no neceſſary, is abridged of no luxury, is put 


to no trouble either of thought or of action; 
Who, nof to impute a deſire of being praiſed 


for his behevolence, is injured, in no man's 


eſtimation; in whom alſo familiarity with 


large ſums has produced that freedom in the 
expenditure of money, which, thereby af - 


fording a freſh illuſtration of the juſtice of 
the old proverb, + Familiarity breeds con- 


* tempt,” it never fails to operate, except-1n. | 
minds under the . co a meer * 


4 "oy of Aries, 


7 


Our anche . would belek fas 


pr vourable, but not leſs fair, if we were to try 


the chars dere an ubiſtion by thoſe ſurer teſts 
brag ſtateg n to be less 
el | „„ ampigaens 


r nder ITAL, CHRISTIANITY! 


| ambiguous marks of a real fpirit of philan- 
thropy. The firength of every paſſion is to 
be eſtimated by its victory over paſſions of 
an oppoſite nature, What judgement then 
ſhall we form of the force of the benevolence 
of the age, when meaſured by this ſtandard? 
How. Fu it ſtand the ſhock when it comes 
into encounter with our pride, our vanity, 


our ſelf- love, our ſelf-intereſt, our love of 


eaſe or of pleaſure, with our ambition, with 


our deſire of worldly eſtimation? Does it 
make us ſelf-denying, that we may be li- 


beral in relieving others ? Does it make us 


perſevere in doing good in ſpite of ingrati- 


| tude, and only pity the ignorance, or preju- 


dice, or malice, which miſrepreſents our con- 


duct, or miſconſtrues our motives? Does it 


- 
: 
: 


SECT; 
V. 
. 


7 make us forbear from what we Conceive may. 


probably prove the occaſion of harm to a 
e though the harm ſhould not 
ſeem naturally or even fairly to flow from 
Hur conduct, but to be the reſult only of his 
own obſtinacy or weakneſs? Are we flow 
| zo ea any thing to pur neighbour's diſhds 
vantage; and when we cannot but credit it, 
are we diſpoſed rather to cover, and as far 


as we juſtly can, to palliate, than to divulge 


or aggravate it? | Suppoſe an opportunity to 


, of EPS a kindneſs to one hd 


from 


314 


yrayAtLING ANADEQUATE: CONCEPTIONS + 


| exnay, from pride or vanity ſhould' be loth to“ res 


V. . 


ceive, or to be known to receive a favour 
from us, | ſhould we honeſtly endeavour, py 
far as we could with truth; to leſſen in his 
own mind and in that of others the merit 


of dur good offices, and by ſo doing diſpoſe 


him to receive them with diminiſhed relue- 
tance, and a leſs painful weight of obliga- 
tion? This end, however, muſt be accom- 


pliſhed, if to be accompliſhed at all, by a 
fimple and fair explanation of the circum- 
ſtances, which may render the action in no 


wiſe inconvenient to ourſelves, though highly 
beneficial to another, not by ſpeeches of af- 
fected diſparagement, which we might cafily 
foreſee, and in fact do foreſee, ' muſt pro- 
duce the contrary effect. Can we, from mo- 


tives of kindneſs, incur or riſk: the charge of 


being deficient in ſpirit, in penetration, or in 


| foreſight? | Do we tell another of his faults; 
when the communication, -though probably 


beneficial to him, cannot be made without 
embarraſſment or pain to ourſelves, and may 
probably leſſen his regard for our perſon, or 


* opinion of our judgement? Can we ſtifle 


a repartee which would wound another, 
though the utterance of it would gratify our 
vanity, and the ſuppreſſion of it may diſ- 


PENN. our :charnater for wit? If any one 


advance 
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adyan is a miſtaken propoſition: in an in- ser. 
tance. wherein. the error may be miſchievous "hx 
to. him, can we, to the prejudice perhaps of "Yo 
our credit, for. diſcernment, forbear to con- | 
tradict him in public, if it, be probable 
that in ſo doing, by piquing his pride We. 
might only harden him in his error? and can 
we reſerve: our counſel for ſome more fas. 
vourable ſeaſon, the mollia tempora fandi,” 
when it may be communicated without of- 
fence? If wWe have recommended to any one 
2. particular line of conduct, or have pointed 
out the probable e e of the oppoſite 
courſe, and if our admonitions have been 
neglected, are we really hurt when our pre- 
dictions of evil are accompliſhed? Is our love 
ſuperior to envy, and jealouſy, and emula- 
tion? Are we acute to diſcern and forward 
to embrace any fair opportunity of promoting 
the intereſts of another, if it be in a line 
«wherein, we ourſelves alſo are moving, and 
in which we think our progreſs has not been 
proportioned to our deſert? Can we take 
| pleaſure in bringing his merits into notice, 
and in obviating the prejudices which may 
have damped his efforts, or in removing the 
obſtacles which may have retarded his ad- 
vancement? If even to this extent we ſhould 
| be Able 2 ſtand the REN let ir! be rel 
er 


onA. ther aſked how, in the caſe of our enetiirs, 
iv. do we correſpond with the Scripture repre- 


+ 
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ſentations of love? Are we "meek under pro- 
vocations, ready to forgive, and apt to forget 
injuries? Can we, with ſincerity, „ bleſs 
them that curſe us, do good to them that 
<hate us, and pray for them which deſpite- 
« fully uſe us and perſecute us?” Do we 
prove to the Seirchbr of hearts a real ſpirit 


of forgiveneſs, by our fotbearing not only 


from avenging an injury when it is in our 
power, but even from telling to any one 


how ill we have been uſed, and that too 


when we are not kept filent by a conſciouſ- 
neſs that we ſhould' loſe credit by divulging 
the circumſtance ? And laſtly, Can we and 
only be content to return our enemies: 


for evil (for this return, as has been N 


ed by one of the greateſt of uninſpired au- 
thorities, /a may be prompted by pride and 
repaid by ſelf-complacency) but, when they 
are ſucceſsful or unſucceſsful without our 


| having contributed to their good or ill for- : 


tune, can we not only be content, but cordi- 


ally rejoice in their pepe or eee 
with Meir diſtreſſes ? ? 


f — 


rr 
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"This are but a Fea PSs wa the cha- 
racteriſtie marks, which might be ſtated, we —_ 
= (a) Loxp Bacon, 
true 


true predoi ae eee 4107. 
lp . to convince us how far the bulk vx. 
of nominal Chriſtians fall ſhort of the re- 
quiſitions of Scripture, even in that partieu- - 
lar, which exhibits their character in the moſt 
flavourable point of view. The truth is, we 
do not enough call to mind the exalted tone 
of Scripture morality, and are therefore apt li 
to value ourſelves on the . heights, to which 
we attain, when a better acquaintance with 
our ſtandard. would, have. convinced us f 
our falling far. ſbort of the elevation pre- 
ſeribed to us. It is in the v ver i ſtance. of 
the moſt difficult of the duties lately. Teck | 
fied, the forgiveneſs and love of enemies, 
that our Saviour points out to our imitation 
the example of our Supreme Benefactor. 
Aſter ſtating that, by being kind and courte- 
ous. to thoſe. who, even in the world's opi- 
nion, had a title to our good offices and 
good will, we thould in vain ſet up a claim 
to Chriſtian | benevolence, he emphatically 
adds, Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father: which! s s in h is 85 
” * Semen 9 1 K og | | : 
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* „ is an os fifa fact, for the Wa f 
hic we may ſafely appeal to every age 
and nation, that the ſituation of the per- 
formers, particularly of thoſe of the female 
ſex, is remarkably unfavourable to the main 
tenance and growth of the religious and 
moral prineiple, and of courſe highly dan- 
gerous to their eternal intereſts. Might it 
not then be fairly aſked, how far, in all who 
confeſs the truth of this poſition, it is con- 
ſiſtent with the ſenſibility of Chriſtian bene- 
volence, merely for the entertainment of an 
idle hour, to encourage the continuance of 
any of their fellow - creatures in ſuch way 
of life, and to take a part in tempting any 
other to enter into it? how far, ax 
that, by their own conceſſion, they are em- 
ploying whatever they ſpend in this way 
in ſuſtaining and advancing the cauſe of 
vice, and conſequently in promoting miſery, 
they are herein beſtowing this ſhare of their 
wealth in a manner agreeable to the inten- 
tions of their holy and benevolent benefac- 
tor? how far alſo they are not in this inſtance 


7 terien n b e l 


he inal, from chere being ſo many 
80 of innocent pleaſure open to their en- 
joyment? how far they are acting con- 
formably to that golden principle of doing to 
others as we would they ſhould do to us? 


how: far they. harmonize with the ſpirit of 


| the Apoſtle's affectionate declaration, that he 
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would deny himſelf for his whole life the 


moſt innocent indulgence, nay, what might 
ſeem almoſt an abſolute neceſſary, rather than 


cauſe his weak fellow Chriſtian to offend? 
or laſtly, how far they are influenced by the 
{olemn language of our Saviour himſelf? - It 


«ruſt needs be that offences come, but woe 


to that man by whom the offence cometh; 
« jt were better for him that a mill ſtone 


«were hanged about his neck, and that he 
« were caſt- into the depths of the ſea.” 
The preſent inſtance is perhaps another ex- 
ample of our taking greater concern in the 
temporal than in the ſpiritual intereſts of 
our fellow creatures. That man would be 


| deemed, and juſtly deemed, of an inhuman. 
temper, who in theſe days were to ſeek his 
amuſement in the combats of gladiators and * 


prize fighters ; yet Chriſtians appear con- 


ſeious of no inconſiſtency in finding their plea- | 
tire 4 in r nee at the riſk at * 
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purſued in- 


to its ef- 
- foetus, 


"Grams ae ebase bete Dee 


5 E  trines of Chry | ani. . * — 2419 


W = the grand radical defekt in the prac. 
$3 ſyſtem of theſe nominal Chriſtians, is 
their forgetfulneſs of all the peculiar doctrines 
of the Religion which they profeſs- the 
corruption of human nature - the atone- 
ment of the Saviour —and the ee 
Influence of the TIP e ee e e 


* then. 1 we come. 3 to 88 grand 
ihnen between the Religion of Chriſt 
and that of the bulk of nominal Chriſtians 1 in 
the preſent day. The point is of the utmoſt 
* importance, and we would there- 


ore trace it into its actual effefts, | 5 


— 


5 


ii E 


; There — it; is to he: apprehended, | "not. a 
gal who having been for ſome time 1 ———4 


down the fream of diſſipation in the indul- 


gence of all their natural appetites: (except 
Ke. that they were reſtrained fm vet 


* vice ay a regard to SOIT? or by the - 
Wh, & | 


r BRACTICAL AR 32¹ * 
vet un ſubdued voice of ERS _ mh SEC Te 1 | 

| HIT all the while thought little, or ſcarce ſcarce VE | q 
at all about Religion, living,” to uſe the em- | > - 
phatical language of Scripture, & without _—_— 
God in the world,” become in ſome degree -. 


25 1 with a ſenſe of the infinite impor- 
tance of Religion. A fit of fickneſs, perhaps, 
or the loſs of ſome friend or much loved 
relative, or ſome other ſtroke of adverſe 
fortune, damps their ſpirits, awakens them to 
a practical conviction of the precariouſneſs of 
all human things, and turns them to ſeek for 
ſome more ſtable: foundation of happineſs 8 
than this world can afford. | Looking into 
themſelves ever ſo little, they become ſenſible 
that they muſt have offended God. They 
reſolye een to ſet about the work of 
_ reformation, —Here it is that we ſhall. recog- 
nize the fatal effects of the prevailing igno- 
rance of the real nature of Chriſtianity, and ; 
the general forgetfulneſs of its grand Nur 
liarities. Theſe men wy to reform, but 
they know neither the real _ of their pn 
diſtemper nor its true remed 


They are 
aware, indeed, that they E 1 to do evil, 3 
and learn to. do well; that they muſt relin- 

quiſh their habits of vice, and attend more or 
ies to the duties of Religion; but having no 

7 LS Ns: * — : 
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eur diſeaſe under Which they labour, of of che 


vA add sag ert cenetrribs 


„perfect cure Which the "Goſpel has provided 
for 1 , or of the t manner in Which that e cure is 
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to be effected, e 10 een e 


„ * * 


fa « They do, but ſkin and fm che 5 us MY 
"| White rank corruption, ang er 1 — 

8 W unſoch,” 9 Wo. PAW TM. 

by ob: vu” wo i eee Fs 10 
Itoſten ES eee tos naturally 

in this caſe, that where they do not ſoon deſiſt 
tom their attempt at reformation, and re- 

lapſe into their old habits eg they take up 

with a partial and ſcanty amendment, and 

fondly Hatter” themſelves that it is a thorough 

e. * They now condeive that they have 


: Hit to take to themſelves the comforts:of 
5 Chriſtianity: Notbeingableto raiſe their prac- 


tice up to their ne of Tight, toy: iowier 
bee life contented with: thelr rend attain- 
ailed by the complacenvies of their 


| own ane and by the favourable teſtimony 


of ſurrounding friends; and it often happens, 
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den of ihe wrath to come has ſunk deeper 
5 : | into 
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isto/their hearts;! and for & While they ſtrive 
with; all their, might to reſiſt their evil pro- 
penſities, and to Walk without ſtumbling in cons 
the path of duty. Again and again they 
reſolve; again and again they break gr 
reſolutions al. All their. endeavours. 
foiled, and they become more and more con 
_ -vinced of their o-] n moral weakneſs, and of 
the ſtrength of their indwelling corruption. 
Thus groaning under the enflaving power of 
fin, and.experiencing the futility of the utmoſt 
efforts which they can uſe for effecting their 8 
deliverance, they are tempted (ſametimes it is 
to be feared they yield to the temptation) to 
give up all in deſpair, and to acquieſce under 
their wretched captivity, conceiving it im- 
poſſible to break their chains. Sometimes, 


(06) If any one would read a deſeription of this procels,; - 
enlivened.and enforced by the powers af the moſt a | 
poetry, Jet him peruſe the middle and latter part of the 5th - 
Bock of Cowrer's Taſk. My warm attachment to the -»h 
exquiſitely natural compoſitions of this truly Chriſtian poet 
may perhaps bias my judgement; but the part of he work 
to which I refer appears to we ſcargely ſurpaſſed by any 
thing in our language. The honourable. epithet of Ghraſ= 
tian may juſtly be afligned to a poet, whoſe writings, While 
ye the reader by their manifeſtly coming from 
= heart, breathe throughout the-ſpirit-of that Character 
of Chriſtianitz, with which ſhe was announced to the 
: a Glory 1 V penes d , 1 will towards 
=o ad we 5 2 — probably, 
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on 4 5. 1 it even happens that they are en 
to ſeek for refuge from their diſquietudde in 
che ſuggeſtions of infidelity, and'to quiet their 
troubleſome conſciences by arguments Which 
they themſelves ſcarcely believe, at the very 
moment in which they ſuffer themſelves to be 
lulled aſleep by them. In the mean time while 
this conflict has been going on, their walk is 
fad and comfor tleſs, and their couch is ni ghtly | 
watered with tears. Theſe men are purſuing 
the right object, but they miſtake the way in 
which it is to be obtained. 7e parl in 
which they are now treading is not that which the 
 Gofpel has provided for conducting them io true 
eg nor ha ws you” in 8 7 blid | 
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Religion- kia ſeek for religious inſtruction. They 

iſts to uch turn over the works of our modern Religio- 


fron of niſts, and as well as they can collect the” ad- 
W addreſſed to men in their ſituation, the 
ſubſtance of it is, at the beſt, of this ſort. 
De ſotry indeed for your ſins, and diſeon- 

4 tinue the practice of them, but do not 
„make yourſelves ſo uncaſy. Chriſt died 

« for the ſins of the whole world. Do your 

« utmoſt; diſcharge with fidelity the duties of 

« your ſtations, not neglecting your religious 


„ <« offices, 


x rn ACTI CAL, CHRIS TIAN 11v. J 


_ <a ach; fear not but that in the end 
all will go well, and that having thus per- 
Co 4 formed he conditions. required on. your: 


„part, you will at laft obtain forgiveneſs of 
90 40 our mereiful Creator throu gh the merits of 
J eſus Chriſt, and be aided, where your own 


ſtrength ſhall, be inſufficient, by the aſſiſt- 


SEC r. 
VI. 


<4, ance of his Holy Spirit. Meanwhile you 


cannot do better than read carefully ſuch 


« books of practical divinity as will inſtruct 


vou in the principles of a Chriſtian life. 


We are excellently furniſhed with works of 


this nature; and it is by the diligent ſtudy 


of them that you will gradually become a 
5 4 proficient.) in the leſſons of the 'Golpel.” N 


| But che holy Fe and with din 
the Church of England, call upon thoſe who 
are in the circumſtances'above-ſtated, to lay 
| afreſh t the whole foundation of their Religion. In 


concurrence with the Scripture, that Church 
calls upon them, in the firſt place, gratefully . 
: to adore that undeſerved goodneſs which hass 


15 awakened them from the ſleep of death; to 


proſtrate themſelves before the C roſs of Chriſt 


: with humble penitence and deep ſelf-abhor- 


pn, : rence, ſolemnly reſolving to forſake all their 
uns, but relying on the Grace of God alone 
wer to keep their reſobution. 3 
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CH r. 
IV. 


| Extreme 

importance 
of the point 
now under 


diſcuſſion. 


| PRAYATIANG! x ADTSVATE CONCIPTIONS 


nit thus only, ſhe! aſſures them that all theit 
crimes will be blotted out, and that they Will 
receive from above a new living principle of 
holinefs, She produces from the Word of 
God the ground and warrant of her counſel; 
Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou 
« ſhalt be ſaved;”*— No man,” ſays our bleſ= 
ſed Saviour 6 <ometh unto: the Father but by 
„ me. J am the true vine, As the 
6 1 ov cannot bear fruit of itſelf except it 
* abide in the Vier no more can ye except ye 
* abide in me.“ He that abideth in me 
* and I in him, the ſame brmeeth forth much 
fruit; for Without (or ſeveted from) me ye 
* can do nothing. By grace ye are ſaved 
te thr ough faith, 7795 that not of yourſelves, R 
« jg the gift of God; not of works, leſt any 
man ſhould boaſt, for we are his workmatte 


( ſhip, created | in Chriſt 4 Aer N 2 


5 e | 


* on 


| Let us not be thought . or 1 ac⸗ 
cuſed of running into needleſs repetitions, in 
preſſing this point with o much earneſtneſs. 
It is in fact a point wh ich can never be too 


much inſiſted on, It is the cardinal point 
on Which the whole of Chriſtianity turns; on 
which it is peculiarly proper in this place to 
be perfectly diſtin. There have been ſome 
who have e that 8 wrath of- God 
Was 


Wa3« e TR „or at 5 . 


ated, by Wen and penances, or even by 


forms and cetemonies, and external obſer- 


vances. But all men of enlightened. under- 
—— who acknowledge the moral gor 
vernment of God, muſt alſo acknowledge, 


chat vice muſt offend and virtue delight him. 
In ſhort they muſt, more or leſs, aſſent to the 


Seripture declaration, without holineſs. no 
man ſhall fee the Lord.“ But the grand 
diſtinction Which ſubſiſts between the true 
Chriſtian and all other Religioniſts (the claſs 
of perſons. 1 in particular whom it is our ob- 


ject 0 addreſs) is concerning the nature of 


this holineſs, and the way. in which it is ta be 


obtained. The vie ws entertained by the lat- 


ter, of the nature of holinefs, are of all de- 


31 


grees of inadequateneſs; and they conceive 


N Ex is to be oblained by their own natural un- 

æaſſiſted efforts; or if they admit ſome vague 
indliſtinct notion of the aſſiſtance of the Holy 

Spirit, it is unqueſtionably obvious, on con- 
verſing with them, that this does not conſti- 


tute the muin practical ground of their depend- 


ence. But the, nature of the holineſs to which 
the defires of the true Chri iſtian are. directed, is 
ns other thanthe reſtoration of 7 the 1 image of ( God; 


and as tothe manner. of acquiring it, diſclaiming 
with indignation every. zaea of. attaining it by | 5 


: 10 02071 frength,. all his hopes. of poſſeſſing. it 


p 141 reſt 
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0 1 * reft altog ether on the divine afſurances' of "the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, in thoſe who' core 
—.— dially embrace the Goſpel of Chriſt. He knows 
therefore that this ' holineſs is not to PRECEDE 
| his reconciliation to God, and be its Cavs E, Out 
150 FOLLOW it, and be its Eyrtct. That in 
lors it is by raTrH IN CHRIST only (a) that he 

is to be juſtified in the fight of God; to be deliver- 
ed ' from the condition of a child of wrath, and a 
ſlave of Satan; 10 be adopted into the family of | 
| God; to become an heir of God and a joint heir 
with C hrift, entitled to all the privileges <vhich 
belong to this high relation; here, to the Spirit 
of Grace, and a partial renewal after the 
image of hit Creator; hereafter, to the more 
perfect poſſeſſion of the is 1088 and 

an e 1 eternal . | 


The true And as it is in this way, tha in Relate 
brad to the dictates of the Goſpel, the true Chriſ- 
ue oithe tian muſt originally become poſſeſſed of the vital 
PoArines Spirit and living principle of univerſal holi- 


of Chriſti- 
 anity, neſs, ſo; in order to grow in grace, he muſt 


alſo ſtudy in the ſhene ſchool; finding in the 
conſideration of the peculiar doctrines of the 
Goſpel, and in the contemplation of the life 
and character and ſufferings of our bleſſed 
| Saviour, the elements of all practical wiſdom, 


- (a ) Here again let it be remarked, that faith, White 
| genuine, always es . abhorrerce of lin, &. 
. and 


dr VRACT 10 en RISTIA wirr. 
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and motives, no otherwiſe to be ſo well ſup- 1 vi. 
plied. From the neglect of theſe peculiar doce·- 


trines ariſe the main practical errors of the bulk 
of profeſſed Chriſtians. Theſe gigantic truths 
retained in view, would put to ſhame the 
littleneſs of their dwarfiſh morality. It would 
be impoſſible for them to make theſe harmo- 
nize with their low conceptions of the 
W retchedneſs and danger of their natural 
ſtate, which is repreſented in Scripture. as 
having ſo powerfully called forth the com- 
paſſion of God, that he ſent his only begotten 
Son to reſcue us. Where now are their low 
Conceptions of the worth of the ſoul, when 
means like theſe were taken to redeem it? 
Where now. their inadequate conceptions of 
the guilt of ſin, for which in the divine coun- 
cils it ſeemed requiſite that an atohement no 

_ leſs coſtly ſhould be made, than that of the 
blood of the only begotten Son of God? How 
can they reconcile their low ſtandard of Chriſ- 
tian practice with the repreſentation of our 
being © temples of the Holy Ghoſt?” Their 
cold ſenſe of obligation, and ſcanty grudged 
returns of ſervice, with the glowing gratitude 
4 of thoſe, who, having been © delivered. from 
the power of darkneſs, and trapſlated into 
5 6 * the Da of God's dear Son, may well 


| conceive | 
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The e ne aſi the e 3 50 
once admitted, the concluſions which have 
been now ſuggeſted are clear and obvious 
deductions of reaſon. + But our neglect of 


theſe important truths is ſtill leſs pardonable, 


becauſe they are diſtinctly and repeatedly ap- 


plied in Scripture to the very purpoſes in queſ- 
tion, and the whole ſuperſtructure of Chriſ- 


tian morals is grounded on their deep and 
ample baſis. Sometimes theſe truths are 


repreſented in Scripture, generally, as furniſh- 
ing Chriſtians with a vigorous and ever pre- 


ſent principle of univerſal obedience.” And 
our flowneſs in learning the leſſons of hea- 
venly wiſdom is ſtill further ſtimulated by 
almoſt every particular Chriſtian duty be being 


occaſionally traced to them as to its proper 
ſource. They are every where een 
as warming the hearts of the people of God 


on earth with continual” admirationy and 
thankfulneſs, and love, and joy; as triumphing 


_ over the attack of the laſt great enemy, and AS. 
_ calling forth afreſh" in Heaven the ardent. 
effuſions of their unexhauſted gratitude. 
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If then we would indeed be < filled with 
4 + dem and ſpiritual underſtanding ;” 44 3 
we would“ walk worthy of the Lord unto. 
all well pleafing, being fruitful in every 
good work, and increaſing in the know- 

4 ledge of God; ; here let us fix our eyes! 

Li D 0 aſide every weight, and the ſin that 
does ſo eaſily beſet us; let us run with pa- 
4 tience the race that is ſet before us, Loox- 
* TING UNTo Jtsvs, the author and finiſher 
* of our faith, who for the joy that was ſet 
« before him endured the croſs, deſpiſing 
the ſhame, and is fet down at the right 

6 hand of the throne of God {a}. e 


ju beſt we may learn the infinite ; im- 
1 of Chriſtianity, How little it can 
deſerve to be treated in that flight and fu- 
perficial way in which it is in theſe days re- 
garded by the bulk of nominal Chriſtians, 
Who are apt to think it may be enough, and 
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vs era 


in enforc- 


ing the im- 


ance of 
— 
ty. 


almoſt equally pleaſing to God, to be religi- 


aus in axy way, and upon any Oſtem. What: 


exquiſite folly it muſt be to riſk the foul on 


ſuch a venture, in direct contradiction to the 
dictates of reaſon, and the expreſs declaration 


of the word of God! « How ſhall we eſ⸗ 


« ORR" if we neglect ſo great vor] 1 
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wee e of an abſolute _ unconditiona 


ourſelves to tc 
God. 


— — — 7% -—i n A 3 
- — — — a 8 * _ A 22 2 — 
— — - hens — 
7 = r . 
: 5 ba 4 h 1 1 5 - 
——— — 6 — 93 1 
—— og 1 — — » * * 5 
* - — — is es — * — — 1 * © 35 mg 
— ———— — AR 2 — W ——— — — — — — — = os — 2 
6᷑? . — mag: 5 4- wy . * 1 - 
* d 2 


—. N 
n e _— — © w 
n ee eee 2 res 
n » — — — - 
in — K eo vm * — 5 
— nat — ym mt ey = — — 
- — — 


S oo IE 


ſurrender of ſoul and. body to the will and ſer⸗ 
vice of God, —< We are not our own, for we. 
are bought with a price, and muſt therefore 
make it our grand concern to glorify God | 
with our bodies, and our ſpirits, Which a are 
6 God" s.” Should we be baſe enough, even, 
if we could do it with ſafety, to make any re- 
ſerves in our returns of ſervice to that ra- 
cious Saviour, who © gave up himfelf for us?” 
Tf we have formerly talked of compounding. 
by the performance of ſome commands for the 
breach of others, can we now bear the men- 
tion of a compoſition of duties, or of our retain- | 
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ing to ourſelves the right of pr aftifing Tutte. 
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1 The very ſugg — oy of ſuch an idea 
1 fils us With indignation and Thame, if 
dur hearts be not dead. to every. Weck gra- 
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— " Heis we find diſplayed, 3 in the —_ hely : 
. the guilt of ſin, and. how hateful it 
muſt be to the perfect holineſs of that Being 
who is of purer ayes than to behold iniqui- 
ty. When we ice that, rather than fin ſhould 
80 unpuaiſhed, God — not t bis own 


Son, 


Sos; but was is pleaſed ( 2 an 10 to es ban 
and put bim to grief for our ſake, how t. 
vainly muſt Wpenitemt ſinners flatter them- "YT 
ſelves with the hope of eſcaping the „„ 
of Heayen, and buey themſelves up with I 
| know. not what, e dreams of the Di- | 


* BH: benign. 


1 too we. may e the dreadful 
fog of that ſtate, © where ſhall be weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth, when rather 
than et we ſhould undergo them, «the Son 
6 of God” himſelf, who thought it no rob- 
bery to be equal with God,” conſented to 
take upon him our degraded 1 nature with al 
its «weakneſſes and. infirmities "eu to be * a 
man of ſorrows,” © to hide not his face | 
from ſhame and ſpitting,” * to be wounded | 
= for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our 
_ * iniquities, and at length to endurethe ſharp- * 
4 neſs of death, even the death of the Croſs, 
_ that he might deliver us from, the wrath to 


« come, and open the wage of n | 
to all believers. . e 
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6 ) It bas been well remarked charchs * tea, 9 
it is ſaid, that God & was PLEASED to bruiſe” and put to grief 
his only Son for us, is the ſame word as that wherein 3 
declared by a voice from 3 * ws is my belt 1 
e 38 8 
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f Es beſt we may learn to grow in the 
858 of God! The certainty of his pity and 


love towards repenting ſinners, thus —— Y 


ably demonſtrated, chaſes away the ſenſe of 


tormenting fear, and beſt lays the ground! in 
us of a reciprocal affection. And while we 
ſteadily contemplate this Wonderful tranſac- | 
1 tion, and conſider i in its ſeveral relations the 


amazing truth, that God ſpared not his 
< own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 


| if our minds be not. utterly. dead to every 


impulſe of ſenſibility, the emotions of ad- 
miration, of preference, of hope, and truſt, 
and joy, cannot but ſpring up within us, 
chaſtened with reverential fear, and ſoftened 
and quickened by overflowi ing gratitude * * 
Here we ſhall become animated by an abid- 


ing dif poſition. to endeavour to pleaſe our 


great Aeg, and by a humble perſua- 


ſion, that the weakeſt endeavours of this 


nature will not be deſpiſed by a Being who 
has already proved himſelf ſo kindly affected 
towards us 3 Here we cannot fail to . 


ee where theſe was n o leu. 
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and a conviction founded on bhüs own decla- 


quei 10m e re that . 
the defire ſhall not be diſappainted. When, 


3 x 
ever We are conſcious that we have einde _— 


this, gracious Being, a ſingle thought of the 
great work of Redemption will be endung - Wl 

A fill us with compunction. We ſhall feel „„ 
à deep concern, grief mingled. with indig- = W - of 1 
nant ſhame, for having conducted ourſelves —— 
ſo unworthily towards one who to us has 1 
been infinite in Kindneſs: we hall not reſt Mt g 
till we have reaſon to hope chat he is recon- x 
ciled to us; and we ſhall, watch over our 18 
Hearts and conduct in future with a renewed | 1 
jealouſy, leſt we ſhould again offend. him. Tt 
To thoſe who are ever ſo little acquainted bl 
with the nature of the human mind, it were i i 
ſuperfluous to remark, that the affectienz = 
and tempers which have been enumerated = 
are the infallibe marks and the conftituent ] > 
properties of love. Let him then who would 1 


abeund and grow in this Chriſttag principle. 
Pi —— ene with the A en 2 
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CHAP. 1 hci 5 in our | 
* ciple of the love of Chriſt 
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head, 10 much was faid in former chapter, 
as . | 1 W RE ans un- 
* 24 8. La. 79 01 1 | TE? 4 195 | 
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12 erer. Much as "BY hehe Ulceathy We ret, con- | 
pr hon . cerning the love. of- our fellow - creatures, and 35 
— => Babe diſtinQly. ſtated to be the indiſ- 


penfable, and indeed the characteriſtic duty | 
of Obriſtians. It remains, however, to be 
here farther remarked, that this grace can 


3 ae We RAN marian 


our Saviour's ching imjundlen to the ener- 
ciſe of this virtue be recollected with more 
effect; This is my commandment, chat 


ye love one another as I have loved von.“ 


No where can the admonition of the Apo ſtle 


more powerfully affect us; Be ye kind one 15 
* another; even as God, for. Chriſt's ſake, 


« hath forgiven: you.” The view! of man- 
kind which is here preſented to us, as hav- 
ing been all involved in one common ruin, 
and the offer of deliverance held out to all, 
by the Son of God's giving of hi Melf up te 
pay the price of our reconciliati 
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— 5 Which, from the conſtitution of our nature, . 
ſeldom fais to reſult from the''confoioulhiels. M. 
of an identity of intereſts and à ſimilarity i of 
Fortunes,” Pity for an unthinking world” af 
fiſts this: Rt Out entities often and. 
KK < Pn vf the petty | Wande which we may 
have ſuffered, when we conifider wünt the 
Son of God, ® who did no wrong; neither was 
| e gulle found in his mouth,” patiently under. 
4 ſas Dur hearts become tetider while we 1 
Lohtemplate this fignal act of J00ing- Kind. 
Wit. We grow | defirous of imitating what | 
"0 Canet but adttirte. A vigorous prin- 
of enlarged and active charity ſprings 
up within us, and we yo forth with alactity, 
Leltrets of treading in the ſteps of our bleffedd 
Maſter, and of manifeſting our gratitude = 
ins unmerited goodnefs, 15 beating — 
Ythers 'burthens, and abounding in the difin- 
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miſery, from which it was requiſite to ran- 


ſom us at ſuch a price; more and more con- 


ſeiqus that we are utterly; unworthy of all 
the amazing 


and of the poor returns of our moſt active 
ſervices. Conſiderations like theſe, )abating 
_our pride a2 nd reducing. our opinion of aur- 


| ſelves, naturally moderate our pretenſions to- 


Wards others. We become leſs, diſpoſed to 
exact that reſpect for our perſons, and that 
deference for,our authority, which we naty- 
rally covet; we leſs ſenſibly feel a ſlight, 
and leſs hotly, reſent it; we grow leſs irri- 
Rte les prone to be diſſatisfied; more fof 5 
and meek, and courteous, and pla 
condeſcending. We are not literally en. | 


to practice the ſame humiliating ſubmiſ- 
ſions to Which our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 


Was not aſhamed to ſtoop * ; but the Spirit 


of the remark applies to us, « the ſervant is 
not greater than his lord; and we ſhould 


epecal bear this truth in mind, When tùhjge 


ſore 


>cealion. calls upon us to diſcharge 
Ae or eee to ſuffer 0 Ill treat- 
A . r 10 N 313 . 


2 we-wilhed your - 3% your feet, * | 


condeſcenſion; and love Which 
| haye been manifeſted towards us ; aſhamed 
of the callouſneſs of our tendereſt ſenſibility, 
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met, Wbereby our pride will be we 1 
and we are likely to be in ſome degree de- 
graded from the rank we had poſſeſſed i in the 


World's eſtimation. At the ſame time the 
ures aſſuring us, that to the 


Holy Serip 
powerful operations of the Holy Spirit, pur- 
chaſed for us by the death of Chriſt, we 
muſt be indebted for the ſucceſs of all our 
endeavours after improvement in virtue; the 
conviction of this truth tends to render us 
diffident of our own powers, and to ſuppreſs 
the firſt riſings of vanity. Thus, while we 
are conducted to heights of virtue no other- 
wiſe attainable, due care is taken to prevent 
our becoming giddy from our” elevation . 
It is the Scripture characteriſtic of the Goſpel 
ſyſtem, that by it all diſpoſition to exalt 
_ ourſelves is excluded; and if we really ow 
in . we . your allo in e 


i 


4 1 
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'« He endured the croſs, Aeg "> 
« ame, While we ſteadily contemplate 
this ſolemn ſcene, that ſober frame of ſpirit 
ns produced. within us, which beſt befits the 
Crit. militant, here, on earth. We be⸗ 
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Vie Paſcal's Thoughts on a Religion — book 
abounding i in the deepeſt views of practical Chriſtianity. 
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tion in 
earthly 
purſuits, 


and cheer= 


fulneſs in 
ſuffering. a 
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cnar. come impreſſed with a ſenſe of the ſhortn fo 
. and uncertainty of time, and that it behoves 


| us to be diligent in making proviſien-for dter- 


nity. In ſuch a temper of mind, the pomps 
and vanities of life are caſt behind us as the 
baubles of children. We loſe our reliſh for - 
the frolics of gaiety, the race of ambitior 
or the groſſer gratiſications of voluptuouſ- 
neſs. In the caſe even of thoſe objects, 
which may more juſtly claim the attention 
of reaſonable and immortal beings, in our 
family arrangements, in our plans of life, in 
our ſchemes of buſineſs, We become, with - 
out relinquiſning tlie path of duty; more mo- 
derate in purſuit, and more indifferent about 
the iſſue. Here alſo we learn to correct 
the world's falſe eſtimate of things, and to 
« look mans the ſhallowneſs of earthly 
« grandeur “; to venerate what is truly ex- 
cellent and wot though under a deſpiſ- 
ed and degraded form; and to cultivate 
within ourſelves that true magnanimity 
Which can make us riſe ſuperior to 85 
ſſmmiles or frowns of this world; that dign 
ſied compoſure of foul which no earthly in- 
.- --* Cidents can deſtroy or ruffle. | Inſtead l re 
_—_ k at wi of "the little occaſional inc6n- — 
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iences we may meet with im our Ro 


13 we are almoſt aſhame 

multiplied zomforts and enjoyments of our — 
condition, when Wwe think of him, who, 
though © the Lord of glory, had not Where 

„te lay his head. And if it be our lot to 

undergo evils of more than ordinary magni- 

- #ude, we are animated under them by re- 
fllecting, that e are hereby more conform 

ed to the example of our bleſſed Maſter'; 
though we muſt ever recollect one — 

tant difference, that the ſufferings of Chriſt 

were voluntarily borne for vur benefit, and 

were probably far more exquiſitely. agoniz- 

ing than any which we are called upon to 
undergo. Beſides, it mult be a ſolid ſupport 

to us amidſt all our troubles to know, that 

they de not happen to us by chance; that 

they are not even merely the puniſhment of 

ſin; but that they are the diſpenſations of 

a ied Providence, and ſent on meſſages of 
-mercy.— — The cup that our Father 'hath 

i: given us, ſhall we not drink it?“ Rleſſed 

Saviour! by the bitterneſs of thy pains we 

ſons eſtimate the foroe of thy love; we 
. are ſure of thy kindneſs and compaſſion; 
tou wouldſt not willingly eaH-on us to 
_* ſuffer ; thou haſt declared unto us, that all 
" e Thall finally work together for good 
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ena. © to them that love thee ; - and therefore, if 
av. thou ſo ordaineſt it, 8 diſappointment 


Nomad od poverty, welcome ſickneſs and pain, 


; « welcome even ſhame, and contempt, and 
« calumny. If this be a rough and thorny 
< path, it is one in which thou haſt gone 
before us. an we ſee thy footſteps we 
cannot repine. Meanwhile, thou wilt 
< ſupport us wich the - conſolations of thy 
grace; and even here thou nt, more 
than compenſate to us for any temporal 
2 1 by the poſſeſſion of thit peace, 

8 the e coun Ls de nor take 
[6 * away.” pad. ood or ee ow 
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ing cou- 


„ who for the joy that was ſet e bim 


1 — & endured the eroſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and 
and hes. ( ig, ſet down at the right hand of God.” 


venly 


.« a, From the ſcene of our Saviour's weakneſs 
| and degradation, we follow him, in idea, into 
the realms of glory, Where * he ſits at the 
right hand of God, angels, and principa- 
- < lities, and powers being made ſubject unto 
4 him. But though changed in place, yet 
not in nature, he is ſtill fall of ſympathy 
nod n 3 and * died. * to ſave his 8 
, 5 | | ple 


* + — 

1 y 5 , \ . 
e . 2 F 2 2-4 17 en 1 
"OP PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY. 

7 


ple from their ſins, he ever liueth tori Ake 
Fe oſs hes for them.“ Cheered y this 
| geg view, the Chriſtian's fainting ſpi- 
rits revive. Under the heavie L burthens he 
feels: his ſtrength" recruited, 72 K When al 
around him is dark and ſtormy, he can lift 
up an eye to Heaven, radiant with Hope, and 
liſtening with gratitude. At ſuch a Sad, 
o dangers can alarm, no 1 no oppöſttion r 
— no provocations ean irritate. He i may 
almoſt adopt, as the language of his ſober ex- 
ultation, what in the philoſopher was but an 
idle rant; and conſidering that it is only the 
garment of mortality which is ſubject to the 
rents of fortune, while his ſpirit; cheered with 
the divine ſupport, keeps its place within, 
ſecure and unaſſailable, he can ſometimes 
almoſ triumph at the ſtake, or of the 72 
fold, and ery out amidſt the ſevereſt buffets 
of adverſity, Thou beateſt but the eaſe of 
Anaxarchus.“ But it is _ that the 
Chriſtian is elevated with this & joy unſpeak- | 
able and full of glory: he even lends 
himſelf to theſe: views with moderation and 
reſerve. Often, alas! emotions of another 
kind fill him with grief and confuſion; and 
conſcious] of having acted unworthy of his 
high calling, perhaps of having expoſed 
an to the juſt cenſure of a world ready 
gu 1 15 enough 


4 ame, But let neither his joys intoxi- 


of che hank Jain S Olten there- 
fore he oneſtior 
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ease enough 40 ſpy but his infirmitics; he foaras o 
, hirmſelf almoſt . to baue crucified 455 Son 135 


of God. afreſh,; and put him to an 


cate, nor his ſorrowys to much depreſs him. 
Let him ſtill remember that his chief buſi - 
neſs while on earth is not to medlitate, but 
to act; that the ſeeds. of moral corruption ; 
are apt to ſpring up within him, and that it 

is requiſite for him to watch over his own 
heart wirh ineeſſant care; that he is- to-dif- 


charge with fidelity the duties of his parti - | 


cular, Ration, to conduct himſelf. according 
to his meaſure, after the example of his bleſſed = 
Maker, whoſe meat and drink it was to 


Jo the worde of his heavenly Father z chat he 


is. diligently to cultivate the talents with 
aich God has entruſted him, and affiduouſly 
to morn _ in doing: juſtice and ſhe wing 


merqy, while, he guards againſt the aſſhults 


of any —.— enemy. In ſhort, he is to 
der gan himſelf, in all the common affairs of 
lite, like an accountable creature, WhO, in 
correſpondence. with the Scripture character 
of Cbriſtians, is Waiting for the coming 


ing my time; my > vet ray bodily and 


ern feng: able to © render 


. that the ſervants of 


on PRACTICAL, CHRISTIANITY, | 


up my account with joy, and not with 
grief? Am I adorning the doctrine of 
God my Saviour in all ene Proving 


principle of filial affection, which renders 
their Work à ſervice of perfect freedom, 
are capable of as active and as perſevering 

bee, <p das ien votaries of r or rx 
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Thus, without i interruption to his 5s labors, 
Songs terpoſ 
things unſeen, and amid the many little in- 
tervals of buſineſs, may calmly look upwards 
to the heavenly Advocate, ho is ever plead- 
ing the cauſe of his people, and obtaining 
: for Gon needful ſupplies of grace and con- 
ſolation. It is theſe — views, which 
give the Chriſtian a reliſh for the worſhip 
and fervice of the heavenly world. 'And if 
theſe bleſſed images, ſeen but through a 
I glaſs darkly,” can thus 'refreth the foul, 
what muſt be its ſtate, when on the morning 
of the reſurrection it ſhall awake to the un- 
clouded viſion of celeſtial glory; when, © to 
them that look for him, the Son of God 
4 ſhall appear a ſecond time without ſin unto 
. ' falvation; * When Not bing and anne | 
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being fled away, when: doubts and fears 


- no. more. diſquieting, and the painful con- 


ſciouſneſs | of remaining imperfections no 
| longet weighing down the ſpirit, they ſhalt 
enter upon the fruition of 5 thoſe joys, which 


eye hath not. ſeen, nor ear heard, nor has 


eit entered into the heart of man to con- 
L deive;“ and ſhall; bear their part in that 

bleſſed. anthem —< » Salyation . to our Godt 
"38 which ſitteth upon the throne, and Mato 
4 the Lamb, ” for ever and ever? 
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"has e let it 70 e Gs main 
| ARin&ion between real Chriſtianity, and the 
ſyſtem of the bulk of nominal Chriſtians, chief- 


Iy conſiſts in the different place which is aſ- 
ſigned 1 in the two ſchemes to the peculiar; doc- | 


trines of the Goſpel. Theſe, in the ſcheme of 
nominal Chriſtians, if admitted at all, appear 
but like the ſtars. of the eee to the 
ordinary eye. Thoſe ſplendid. luminaries 
draw. forth perhaps occaſionally a tranfient 
expreſſion of admiration, When we behold 
their beauty, or hear of their diſtances, mag- 
nitudes, or properties: Now and then too 
we are led, perhaps, to mufe upon their 9 
ſible uſes; but however curious as ſubjects of 


ſpeculation, after all, it muſt be confeſſed, 


they twinkle to the common obſerver with 
a vain and“ idle” luſtre, and except in the 
| dreams 


8 or PRACTICAL SUS TIA N 


| areas of the aſtrologer, have no in 
human happineſs, or any concern With the 
cCourſe and order of the world. But to the real 
Chriſtian, on the contrary, THESE peculiar Aoc- 
trines:conftitute the center to which li gravitates ! 
the veny fun of his, lem! the foul of 
the origin of all that is excellent and lovely ! 
the ſource. of light, and life, and 2 5 and 
genial warmth, and plaſtic energy! Dim 
is the light of reaſon, and cold and comfort- 


| lefs our ſtate, while left to her unaſſiſted | 


guidance. Even the Old Teſtament itſelf, 
though a revelation from Heaven, ſhines but 


with feeble and ſcanty rays. But the bleſſed 


truths of the Goſpel are now unveiled to our 


eyes, and we are called upon to behold, and to 


enjoy © the light of the knowledge of the 


„ glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt,” 


in the full radiance of its meridian ſplendor. 


The words of inſpiration beſt expreſs our 


| highly favoured ſtate: © We all with open 


face beholding as in a glaſs the glory of 


the Lord, are changed into the ſame image 


* from glory to — even as * the "I 
of the Lord.” 


Thou art the * and center of all minds, 

Their only point of reſt, &TERNAL WORD ; 
From thee departing, they are loft, and rove 
At random, without honour, hope, or peace: 


the world! 
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From the is all that ſoothes the life of man; 


His high endeavour, and his 


ſucceſs; 


His ſtrength to ſuffer, and his will to ſerve. 
8 thou bounteous Giver of all good! 
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On. 5 eee 7 Chri dien in tend 
portant Partieulars. Argument which re- 
DJ thence in Pr 4 A, its Divine oy” 


© now completed à faint delineation of 
the leading features of real Chriftian 


-P HE writer win f the be whe; aha 


ity, may 


be permitted to ſuſpend for a few moments 


the farther execution of his plan, for the 


purpoſe of pointing out forne excellences 


which ſhe really poſſeſſes; ; but which, as they 


are not to be found in that ſaperſiciul Hitem 


which ſo unworthily uſurps her name, appear 


fearcely to have attracted ' ſufficient notices c 
If he ſhould ſeem to be deviating from the 


plan which he propoſed to himſelf, he would 


fuggeſt as his excuſe, that the obſervations 


which he is about to offer will : furniſh a 


ſtrong argument in favour of the correctneſs 


of bis preceding delineation. of Chriſtiani 


y, 


fince ſhe will ow appear to exhibit © more 


clearly than as the is uſually" drawn, the 
characters e Fine 10 


Amn tous 
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It holds true, indeed, in the caſe; of Chriſ- , 
tianity as in that of all the works of God, 
that though a fuperficial and curfory view 


cannot ch to diſcover to us ſomewhat of 


their beauty, yet, When on à more careful 


and accurate ſcrutiny we become better ac- 
quainted with their properties, we become al- 
ſo more deeply impreſſed by a conviction of 


their excellence. We may begin by referring 


AAR 
Conſiſt- 
engy.be- 
tween the 
leading 
do&rines 
and practi- 
cal pre- 


Si. 
nity. 


Between 
the leading 
doctrines of 
Chriſtiani- 
ty amongſt 
each other. 


to the laſt chapter for an inſtance of the truth 
of this aſſertion. Therein was pointed out 
that intimate connection, that perfect har- 
mony between the leading doctrines and the 
actical precepts of Chriſtianity, which is apt 


8 to ee * BL of the i fn 4. 


18 ö i 
Fu 1 2 1 5 


|; _ way. not nnd amber 8 to 8 Ke 
though the poſition be ſo obvious as: almoſt 
to render the ſtatement of it needleſs, that 
there is the fame. cloſe connection and per- 


fect harmony in the leading doctrines of 


Chriſtianity, among each other. It is ſelf- 
evident, that the corruption of human na- 
ture, that our reconciliation to God by the 
atonement of Chriſt, and that the reſtoration 
of our primitive dignity by the fanctifying in- 
fluence ot the Holy Spirit, are all parts of one 


whole, united in cloſe — and mu- 


my congruity. 


preg 


OE, | Perhaps, 


0 


7 


1 PO con peek mere. 


0 Perhaps, however, it has not been ſufficient- 
1 noticed, that in the chief practical precepts cn 
f Chriſtianity, there is the fame eſſential 
agreement, 50 fame mutual dependeney "= 
one upon another,” et us furvey this freſh 
inſtance of the wiſdom of that ſyſtem which 
is tlie only ſolid foundation! of e our af eprops or 
future En.” = 08 


* 8 * q „ _Þ 1 
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The vious! wok P 430 4 Ae 
13 in Seripture, and by our progreſs in 
which, we may beſt meaſure our advancemenit 
in holineſs, are the fear and love of God 
and of Chriſt; love, kindneſs, and meekneſs 
towards our fellow - creatures; indifference to 
the poſſeflions and events of this life, in com- 
1 with our concern e inen 1 7 


SE, 5855 bare er | 5 55 26 


i v3 


mY 5 hs ATTY iS: out in mäny 
— how eſſentially ſuch of theſe 
Chriſtian" graces as reſpect the Divine Being 
are Confibcted with thoſe which have more 
directly for their objects our fellow-crea- 
tures and ourſelves. But in the caſe of theſe 
two laſt” deſcriptions of - Chriſtian graces, 
the more attentively we conſider them with 

refefence to the acknowledged principles of 
a ure, 9 to indiſputable . the | 


human | 


OT 


— 


30 en E esl 
more we ſhall be convinced as as afford 


mutual aid towards the acquiſition of each 
bother, and that when acquired, they all har- 


95 monize with each other in perfect and eſſen- 
tial union. This truth may perhaps be 
ſufficiently Apparent. from what has been 
already remarked; but it may; not be uſelefs 
to dwell on it a little more in detail. Take 
then the inſtances of loving-kindneſs and 
meekneſs towards others, and obſerve: the 
ſolid foundation which is laid for them in 
ſelf-denial, in moderation as to the good 
things. of this life, and in humility. The 
chief cauſes of enmity among men are, pride 
and ſelf· importance, the high opinion which 
men entertain of themſelves, and the conſe- 
quent deference which they exact from others, 
the over-valuation of worldly. poſſeſſions and 
of worldly honours, and in conſequence, a 
too eager competition for them. The rough 
edges of one man rub againſt thoſe of an- 
other, if the expreſſion may be allowed, and : 
the friction is often ſuch as to injure the 
works, and diſturb. the juſt: Ra 
and regular motions of the ſocial machine. 
| But by Chriſtianity all theſe eee af 
703 filed. down; every wheel, rolls round 
-{moothly.in the, performance of its appoint- 
ed e and, N 1s poking, to retard 
2 „ the 
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the ſeveral movements, or break i upon 
the: general order. The religious ſyſtem 
indeed of the bulk of nominal Chriſtians is 


ſatisfied with ſome tolerable” appearances of 


virtue; and accordingly, while it recom- 


mends love and beneficence, it tolerates, as 


has been ſhewn, pride and vanity in many 
: caſes ; it even countenances and commends 
the exceſſive valuation of character, and at 
leaſt les: a man's whole ſoul to be ab- 
ſorbed in the purſuit of the object which he 


is following, be it what it may, of perſonal 
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or profeſſional ſucceſs. But though theſe 


latter qualities may, for the moſt Part, fairly 


E enough c conſiſt with a ſoft exterior and court- 


ly demeanour, they cannot ſo well accord 
with the genuine internal principle of love. 
Some cauſe of diſcontent, ſome ground of 
jealouſy or of envy will ariſe, ſome | ſuſpi- 
cCion will corrode, ſome diſappointment will. 
9 0 ſome ſlight. or calumny will irritate 
1 provoke repriſals. In the higher walks 
of. life, indeed, we learn to diſguiſe our 
emotions, but ſuch Will be the real inward 


feelings of the ſoul, and they will frequently 


betray themſelves when we are off our 
guard, or when we are not likely to he diſ- 
paraged by the diſcovery. . This ſtate of the 
_—_ OP in ne men are ſecuffling 

» e eagerly 
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eagerly for the fame objects, and wearing all 
, ths while ſuch an appearanee'of ſweetneſs _ 
lacency, has often” appeared to me to 


be nor nr illuſtrated by "the image of * 
gaming table. Thete, every man is intent 


only on Kis own profit; the good ſueceſs of 
one is the ill ſucceſs of another, and there- 

fore the general ſtate of mind of the parties 
engaged ay be pretty well conſe! ured.” 


All this, however, does not prevent, in well- 


# 
* 


bred ſocieties, an exterior of perfect gentle 
neſs and good humour! But let the ſame 
employment be carried on among the lower 
orders, who are not ſo well ſchooled” in the 


art of diſguiſing their feelings, or in places 
where, by general corinivance, people are 


allowed to give vent to their real emotions, 
and every paſſion will diſplay itſelf, by which 
the human face divine“ can be diſterted 
For thoſe who never have 
been preſent at ſo humiliating a ſcene, the 
pencil of ' Hogarth has provided a repreſen- 
tation of it, which is ſearcely exaggerated, 8 
and the horrid name *, by which it is fa- 


miliarly known ameng its frequenters, ſuf- 
8 8 n l . 155 Ui” re m 
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She requires the ſubſtantial reality, which 


may ſtand the ſcrutinizing 1 of that Being 


O e the heart. Meaning there 


fore that the Chriſtian ſhould: live, 'and 
breathe, in an atmoſphere, as it were, of be- 


nevolence, the forbids: whatever can tend to 


obſtruct its diffuſion or vitiate its purity. It is 


on this principle that Emulation is forbidden: 
For beſides that this paſſion almoſt inſenfibly 
| degenerates 3 into envy, and that it derives its 


en ar. | 
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| as; ind?) ne 
loving, or even cordially forgivin! 


even deſignedly thwarted us in the 


how can we eaſily love our neigh- 
Ne durfeſtes;; if we conſider him at the 
ſame time as our rival, and are intent upon 
ſurpaſſing him in the purſuit of Whatever is 


Poo a 8 for our 4 E 
g thoſewwho. 
have been more ſucceſsful than ourſelves i in 
the attainment” of them, or who hade 


Let the rich,” ſays the Apoſtle, * rejoicein | 


© that he is: brought” low:” How can he 
wha! means to attempt, in any degree, W 7 


hs 


a this 
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-4 Ae alſo. 3 us not to tener 
human eſtimation at a very high rate, and 
thereby provides for the practice of her in- 
junction, to love from the heart thoſe who, 
juſtly or unjuſtly may have attacked our re- 
pautation, and wounded our character. She 
commands not the ſhewy but the feality of 
meekneſs and gentleneſs, and by thus taking 
away the aliment of anger and the fomenters 
of diſcord, ſhe provides for the maintenance 
of peace, and the reſtoration of good tempe 
among men, when it may have ſuſtained a 


Sa Saad interruption. 7 0 i 
F another 18 a e at Chriſ. 


{ 2 tianity, that ſhe values moral a 
N far higher rate than intellectual acquiſi- 
ty on mo- tions, and Propoſes. to conduct her fol- 
ee lowers to the h of virtue rather than 
nenn. of knowledge On the contrary, moſt of 
: the falſe ons ſyſtems. which have pre- 
vailed in the world, have propoſed to reward 
the labour of their votary by drawing aſide 
the veil Which concealed from the vulgar 


5 75 their hidden * [ter] . * 18 


tainments at 
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This is e the Wy in the Hindoo 
and in the Mahometan Religion, i in that of 


China, and, for the moſt part, in the various 


modifications of ancient Paganifm. In 65 — 
tems which proceed on this principle, it is 
obvious that the bulk of mankind can never 
make any great proficiency. There was ac- 
cordingly, among the nations of antiquity, 
dne ſyſtem, whatever it was, for the learned, 
and another for the illiterate. Many of the 
philoſophers ſpoke out, and profeſſed to keep 
the lower orders in ignorance for the general 
good, plainly ſuggeſting that the bulk of 
mankind was to be conſidered as almoſt of 
an inferior ſpecies. Ariſtotle himſelf counte- 


nanced this opinion. An oppoſite mode of 
proceeding naturally belongs to Chriſtianity, 


"1 which without diſtinction profeſſes an equal 


% 


for all human beings, and which was 


characterized by her firſt promulgator as the 


5 meſſenger o 1 12 g fidings to the Poor.“ 
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But her preference of moral to intelleQual 
wy excelivhicel is not to be praiſed only becauſe it is 


- Congenial with her general character, and ſuit- 


able to the ends which the profeſſes to have 


5 in view. It is the part of. true wiſdom to 
TN | 424 3 | endeavour 


85 
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endeavour to excel there, Where we may 
really attain to excellence. Thi conſidera- 
tion might be alone ſufficient to direct our 


wg; efforts to the acquiſition of virtue rather than 


both for natural and acquired. YI 


of knowledge How limited is the range of 
the greateſt human abilities! how ſcanty the 
ſtores of the richeſt human knowledge! thoſ 


who undeniably have held the firſt rank, 


— 


round of ſelf-exaltation, Lo co Yoo! 
28 the moſt forward to confeſs that their 
views were bounded and their attainments 
moderate. Had they indeed been lefs cand 
this is a. diſcovery which we could not Hans | 
failed to makeforourſelves. Experience daily 


furniſhes 1 us with examples of weakneſs, and 


thort-f 


htedneſs, and error, in the wiſeſt and 


the molt learned of men, which might Gre | 
D confound the pride of human Fae, oy 


Not ſo in morals, —Made at firſt j in the 


I likeneſs of God, and ftill bearing about us 


ſome faint traces of our high original, we are 


offered by our bleſſed Redeemer the means 


of purifying ourſelves from our corruptions, 5 
a, of once more r g the image of 


MF, e 5 Father . 95 in e, the 
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W010 
made capable of 3 to heights of real 


| 3 of the means of grace which we enjoy, 
the operations of the Holy Spirit prompting 
8 ahi: aiding our diligent endeavours, would 
intallibly crown our labours with ſucceſs, and 
make us partakers of a Divine nature. The 
Writer has himſelf known ſome who have 


been inſtances of the truth of this remark. 
To the memory of one, ſa now no more, 
may anno cg wee e laſt tribute 


but! n has at length wan; in a 
better world, and his luminous track ſtill 
ſhines. in the fight, and animates the efforts of 


: way” to Heavenly glory. Let me not be 


or of the fruits of human exertion. But let 


not theſs be prized beyond their proper 
Worth, If one of thoſe little induſtr 


tiles, to Which we have been well ſent for a 


e of diligence and forelig 


4 a) The Rev. Matthew 1 of engl Rome | 


Mm 9— died lately at Liſbon. | 


in baurahee, and in all dhe other 


elevation; and were we but faithful in the 


„and marſhals them the 


1 - itſelf. 
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of Chriſti- 


1 
PR 1 together unnoticed in 


[needleſs to dwell on it, ſince it has been 


precepts. 
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itfelf upon its ſtrength, | becauſe it could carry 
off a larger grain of wheat than any other of 
its fellow-ants, ſhould we not laugh at the va- 


_ nity which could be highly eratified with ſuch 


a contemptible pre-eminence? And is it far 
different to the eye of reaſon, when man, 


weak, ſhort ſighted man, is vain of ſarpaſſing 
others in knowledge, in which at beſt his 
progreſs muſt be ſo limited, forgetting the 
true dignity of his nature, and the path 
which l Gern bim to real 9 8 
e got irt 
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The un . leled OY of how prese bf 
Chriſtianity ought ret to be paſſed over al- 


his place, though it be 


often juſtly recognized and aſſerted, and has 


in ſome points been ably illuſtrated and pow] 
erfully enforced by the maſterly pen of a late 
Writer. It is by no means however the de- 
1 ſign of this little work to attempt to trace the 
various excellences of Chriſtianity; but it 
may not have been i improper to point aut a 
few particulars, which, in the courſe of in- 
veſtigation, have naturally fallen under our 
notice, and hitherto perhaps may ſearcely 


have been enough regarded. Every fuch- 


| inſtance, it . N be remembered, 18a 
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writer to attempt to vindicate the Divine ori - 
gin of our Holy Religion. This taſk has 
often been executed by far abler advocates. 
In particular, every Chriſtian, with whatever 
reſerves his commendations muſt be qualified. 
ſhould be forward to confeſs his obligations 
on this head to the author before alluded to, 
whoſe uncommon acuteneſs has enabled him, 
in a field already ſo much trodden, to diſcover 
arguments which had eluded the obſervation 
of all by whom he was preceded, and whoſe 
Nr year perſpicuity puts his reader in 
complete poſſeſſion of the fruits of his ſagacity. 
ann however, in my little meaſure, to 
contribute to the ſupport of this great cauſe, 
may it be permitted me to ſtate one argu- 
ment, which impreſſes my mind with parti- 
cular force. This is, the great variety of 
the Lindi of evidence which have been ad- 
duced in proof of Chriſtianity, and the con- 
firmation thereby afforded of its truth: 
the proof from prophecy from mi- 
racles from the character of Chriſt— 


* 


from that of his Apoſtles from the nature 
N che * of Chriſtianity from the 


: | nature 


an natureandexcellenceof her p- 
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CT cal prec 7 's 1 | 
from the accordance we have lately pointe 


out between the doctrinal and practical ora 


tem of Chriſtianity, whether conſidered each 


im itſelf or in their mutual relation to each 


other from other ſpecies of internal evi- 
dence, afforded in the more abundance in 


5 proportion as the ſacred records have been 
| ines with greater care rom the a- 


rary 8 the impoſſibility of _ 


counting on any other ſuppoſition, than that 


of the truth of Chriſtianity, for its promul- 


gation and early prevalence; theſe and other 


_ nes of argument have all been brought for- 
1 and ably urged by different writers, in 


proportion as they have ſtruck the minds of 
2 obſervers more or leſs forcibly, 
Now, granting that ſome obſcure and illite- 
rate men, reſiding in a ereilt de of the 
Roman empire, had plotted to impoſe a for- 
gery upon the world, though _ founda- 
tion for the SOD rs might, and indeed muſt 
have been attempted to be laid, it Senn, at 
leaſt to my underſtanding, morally ampoſi 


that ſo many different ſpecies of proofs, and ali 


ſo ſtrong, ſhould have lent their concurrent aid, 
and have united their 8 dance in the eſtab- 
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I may not be altogether i improper to 3 

the reader, that hitherto, our diſcuſſion 
has been concerning the prevailing Religious 
opinions merely of profeſſed Chriſtians; no 
longer confining ourſelves to perſons of this 
_ deſcription, let us now extend our inquiry, 
and briefly inveſtigate the general. ſtate of 
Chriſtianity 1 in this country. _ 


The tendency of Rn in A to 
promote the temporal well-being of poli- 
tical communities, is a fact * depends 
on ſuch obvious and undeniable principles, 
and which is ſo forcibly inculcated by the 
hiſtory of all ages, that there can be no ne- 
ceſſity for entering into a formal proof of its 
truth. It has indeed been maintained, not 
merely by Schoolmen and Divines, but by 
the moſt celebrated philoſophers, and moral- 
iſts, and 3 of every age. 


The 
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The peculiar excellence in this reſpect alſo en Ar. 
| of Chriſtianity, [corifidered-indepen ently-'of _ 
its truth or falſchood, has been recognized 
by many writers; who; to ſay tlie leaſt, were 
not diſpoſed to exaggerate its merits. Either 
or both of theſe propoſitions being admitted, 
the ſtate of Religion in a country at any 
given period, not to mention its connection 
with the eternal happineſs of the inhabitants, 
immediately becomes a queſtion of great po- 
litical importance; and in particular it muſt 
be material to aſcertain whether Religion be 
in an advancing or in a declining ſtate; and 
1 the latter be the caſe, whether there be 
any practicable means for e at W 
: its France: declenſion. Tone 


ir the e ee in ae: pre- 
3 chapters, of the ſtate of Chriſtianity 
among the bulk of profeſſed Chriſtians, be not. 
very erroneous, they may well excite ſerious 

apprehenſion in the mind of every reader, 
when conſidered merely in a political view. 
And this apprehenfion would be increaſed, 
if there ſhould appear reaſon to believe: that, 
for ſome time paſt, Religion has been on the 
decline amongſt us, and that it cane to 
; A's at mh dats moment. 
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0 is propoſed, however, to inqiiire 


2 — actual ſtate of Religion in any coun- 
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try, and in particular to compare that ſtate 
with its condition at any former period, there 
is one preliminary ' obſervation to be made, 
if we would not be liable to groſs error. 
There exiſts, eſtabliſned by tacit conſent, in 
every country, what may be called a general 
ſtandard or tone of morals, varying in the 
ſame community at different periods, and 
different at the ſame period in different 
ranks: and ſituations in ſociety. Whoever 
falls below) this ſtandard, and not unfre- 
quently, whoever alſo: riſes above it, nn 
ing againſt this general rule, ſuffers propo 
8 ta in the general eſtimation. Thus 3 a 
regard for character, which, as was formerly 
remarked, is commonly the grand govern 8 
principle among men, becomes to à certain 
degret, though no farther, an mcitement 
to-morality-and virtue. It follows of courſe, 
that where the practice does no more than 
come up to the required level, it will be: no 
ſufficient evidence of the exiſtence, | much 
leſs will it · furniſſi any juſt meaſure of 'the 
Sevens of a real internal principle of Religion: 
aſtiansz. Jews;. Turks,. Infidels and Here. 
| tics, , perſons of ten thoufar . rts 6 
_ paſſions and opinions, being members at the” 
| HOG of the ſame * and all con- 
Ng ſcious | 
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done bas they will be examined by this ſame 


ſtandard, will regulate their conduet aceord- 
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their efforts by flow: DS 


* eee Na degrees and that it often 


Ren for ſome time nearly the ſame, 
when the circumſtances, | by which it Was N 
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We” - that Chriſtianity, whenever it has at all 
_ prevailed, has raiſed: the general ſtandard' of 
morals to a height before unknown. Some 


actions, which among the ancjents were 


ſcarcely held to be blemiſhes in the moſt en- 
cellent characters, have been juſtly conſider 
ed by the laws of every Chriſtian commu- 


nity, as meriting the ſevereſt puniſhments. - 
In other inſtances, virtues: formerly- rare 


have become common, and in particular a 
merciful and courteous temper has foftened 
the rugged: manners, and humanized the 
brutal Ferocity prevalent among the moſt po- 


lithed- nations of the heathen' world: But 
from what has been recently obſerved, it 15 5 


wanifeſt that ſo far as external appez 2 


ne Har. 
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gly, and, with no great difference, wall all n. 
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are concerned, theſe effects, when once pro- 
duced hy Chriſtianity, are produced alike in 
thoſe who deny and in thoſe who admit her di - 
vine original; I had almoſt ſaid in thoſe wo 
reject and thoſe Who cordially embrace the 
doctrines of the Goſpel: and thoſe effects might 
and probably would remain for a while, with- 
out any great apparent alteration, however Ber 
ſpirit mig ght languiſh, or even her authority: 
decline. The form of the temple, as was once 
beautifully remarked, may continue, when the 
dii tutelares have left it. When we are inqui- 
ring therefore into the real ſtate of Chriſtia- | 
nity at any period. if we would not be deceiv- 
ed in this important inveſtigation, it becomes 
us to be ſo much the more fn not 1 = 
* Gs tei appear 

* may 3 Fe He us FOG eri the 24 
vancing or. declining ſtate of Chriſtianity in 
Great Britain at the preſent moment, and. 
ſtill more to diſcover ſome of the gauſes by. + 
which that ſtate has been produced, to em- 
ploy a little time in conſidering what might 
naturally be expected to be its actual ſitua- 
tion; what advantages or diſadvantages ſuch 


a religion might be expected to derive from 


the circumſtances in which it has been placed 


= us, and foe . 1 5 n 
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. in reuſon juſtifie es c AP. 
and thts the aſſertion, that Perfecution 3 
generally tends to quicken the vigour and- "YT 

extend the prevalence of the opinions Which 
ſhe would eradicate. For the peace of 
mankind, it has grown at length almoſt into 
an axiom, that her deviliſh engine back 
& recoils upon herſelf,” “ Chriſtianity eſpe- 
cially has always thriven under perſecution. 
At ſuch a ſeaſon ſhe has no lukewarm pro- 
feſſors; no adherents concerning whom it is 
doubtful to what party they belong. The 
Chriſtian is then reminded at every turn, 
that his Maſter's kingdom is not of this 
world. When all on "earth wears a black 
andthreatening aſpect, he looks up to heaven 
for conſolation; he learns practically to cons" 
ſider himſelf as a pilgrim and ſtranger. He 
then cleaves to fundamentals, and ar 5 
well his foundation, as at the hour of death. 
When Religion is in a ſtate of external quiet 
and proſperity, the contrary of all this natu- 
rally takes place. The ſoldiers of the church 
militant then forget that they are in a ſtate 

of Warfare. Their ardour ſlackens, their 18 
Leal languiſhes. Like a colony long ſettled ——- _ 
in a ſtrange country /a), they are gradually — 

) The author muſt acknowledge himſelf indebted to , . 5 
vs e for this illuſtration. 5 
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lated in features, and ha and 


pi. 8 to the native inhabitants, en 


be eg ralpoftively of theſe ds: 
effects, this circumſtance alone might teach 
us what Ss: to ſorry: Ag." the 


2d in an eftabliſh- 


ment, which 7 blended, and is 


ey; and juſtly believed to have a com- 


which is liberally, though by no means too 
liberally endowed, and, not more fronted 


in wealth than dignity, has been allowed to 


« exalt her mitred front in courts and parlia- 0 
„ ments: an eſtabliſhment the offices in 
which are extremely numerous, and theſe, 
not like the prieſthood of the Jews, filled up 


from a particular race, or, like that of the 


Hindoos, held by a ſeparate. caſt in entail- 
ed favcetian, but ſupplied from every clats, 


and branching by its TIRE extended x rami- 5 


in the community: an eſtablihm 1 
which the miniſters are not, like the 1 


Bar FS 


Catholic clergy, debarred from forming wa- 


. „ trimonial 


we 


have been making no unequal progreſs. 5 oY 
. thoſe arts, and ſciences, and literary produit 


ee ne en iis 8 


general be ſuppoſed to have been torr bs 
time in a rapidly improving ſtate of co mmer? 


— 
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 thimonial: ties, but are allowed to nite 3 
themſelves, and multiply their holdings to 
the general maſs of the community by the 


eloſe bonds of family connettion; not like 


fome- of the ſeverer of the religious orders, 


in colleges and monadteries, buty 


- both by law; and cuſtom, permitted to mix 
c We? A * 1 eee * - 
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cial. proſperity ; let it alfo be; ſpy 


tions, which have ever been the growth of 4 


poliſhed age, and are the ſure marks of A 
highly finiſhed condition of ſociety. It is 
not diffleult to anticipate the effects likely to 
be produced on vital Religion, both in the 
clergy and the laity, by ſick a a ſtate of exter- 
nal proſperity as has been aſſigned to them: 
reſpectively. And theſe effects would be 
infallibly furthered, Where the country in 
queſtion ſhould enjoy a fret conſtitution of 
_ government. -- We formerly had occaſion. to 
8 quote” the remark of an accurate obſervet 
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looſer ſyſtem of morals commonly prevails 


in the higher, than in the middling and 


lower orders of ſociety. Now, in every 
country, of which the müddling claſſes are 
daily growing in wealth and das as 
by the ſucceſs of their commercial ſpecula- 


tions, and, moſt of all, in a country having 


ſuch a conſtitution as our own, where the 
acquiſition of riches is the poſſeſſion alſo of 
rank and power; with the comforts and re- 
finements, the vices alſo of the higher arders 
are continually deſcending, and a miſchiev- 
ous uniformity of ſentiments, and manners, 
and morals, gradually diffuſes itſelf through- 


nge, of the ſtage of human life, that a uch! 
N 


out the Whole community. The multipli- : 


cation of great cities alſo, and above all, 
the habit, ever increaſing with the inoreaſing | 
wealth of the country, of frequenting a 
ſplendid. and luxurious metropolis, Would 
powerfully tend to accelerate the diſoonti- 
nuance of the religious habits of à purer 
age, and to accompliſh the ſubſtitution of a 
more relaxed morality. And it muſt even 
be confeſſed, that the commercial ſpirit, 


much as We are indebted to it, is not natu- 


rally favourable to the maintenance of the 


reli * e in a 1 ns and aer 
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{Jie times like theſe, therefore, the ſtrict pre- 5 


_cepts and felf-denying habits of Chriſtianity | 
naturally f{lide into diſuſe, and even among 


the Vetter ſort of Chriſtians, are likely to be 


Is 


c "RAP. 
3 


ſoftened, ſo far at leaſt as to be rendered 


leſs abhorrent, from the general diſpoſition 
to relaxation and indulgence. In ſuch proſ- 
 perous circumſtances, men, in truth, are apt 
to think very little about religion. Chriſti- 
0 anity, therefore, ſeldom occu pying the atten- 
tion of the bulk of nominal Chriſtians, and 


being ſcarcely at all the object of their ſtudy, 
we thould expect, of courſe, to find them ex- 


tremely unacquainted with its tenets. Thoſe 


doctrines and principles indeed, which it 


contains in common with the law of the 


land, or which are ſanctioned by the gene- 


ral ſtandard of morals formerly deſcribed, 


being brought into continual notice and 
mention by the common occurrences of me - 


might continue to be recognized. But what- 
| ever the contains peculiar to herſelf, and 
which ſhould not be habitually brought into 
5 recollection by the incidents of every day, 
might be expected to be leſs and leſs thought 
of ill at length it ſhould be almoſt wholly 
forgotten. Still more might this be natural- 
I expected to become the caſe, if the pecu- 
e in queſtion ſhould king from their 
77 e BB 3 very 


Cauſes 
from which 
- the peculi- 


arities of 
Chriſtiani- 
ty ſlide in» 
to diſuſe. _ 
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WW +; this would particularly happen among Z 


the laiy, if the circumſtance of their having 


been at any time abuſed to purpoſes of hypo- 


cCriſy or fanaticiſm ſhould have prompted. + 


even ſome of the better diſpoſed of the 
clergy, perhaps from well intentioned though. 


* # A - 


_ erroneous motives, to bring them forward 


* e in their Ahſequrſes ON SENSING. 


When Þ. many: ſhould thus. have {oy 
ſtraying out of the ri ight path, ſome. bold re- 
former might, from time to time, be likely 


to ariſe, who ſhould not unjuſtly charge them 


with their deviation; but, though right per- 


haps in the main, yet deviating himſelf alſo in. . 


an oppoſite direction, and creating diſguſt by 
his violence, or vulgarity, or abſürdities, — 5 


might fail, N in a few 19 to 5 
: op: 1 pt 


8 


Stil, however, the 1 Original, of 


Chriſtianity would. not be profeſſedly. diſa: 


vowed; partly from a real, and more. com- ; 
monly from a political deference for the eſta, 


5 bliſhed fac, | byt molt of a. Tom, the bulk 
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Wenn to r away the {ci 


of its falſehood. Some bolder 


Was a forgery, while the generality, profeſ- 
ang to believe it genuine, ſhould, leſs een. 
ſiſtently, be ſatisfied with remaining igno- 


e ie Sone aitd-whng e n 


diſcover pe by no means to believe 


many of the r n e con- 
N e - a Bo 14d 6 5h 


Wen by FI c of 5 like = OY 
any country has at length grown into, the 


condition which has been here ſtated, it is 


but too obvious, that in the bulk of the eom - 


munity, Religion, already funk very low, _ 
muſt be haſtening faſt to her entire diſſolu- 


tion. Cauſes, energetic and active like theſe, 


though accidental hindrances may occaſions. 
ally thwart their operation, will not at once 


become ſluggiſh and unproductive. Their 


effect is ſure; and the time is faſt approach · 
ing, when Chriſtianity will be almoſt as 


| in the language, as in fact 
it is already ſuppoſed to have Ware : 


openly diſavowed 


e eee of men; hen in 
Jt ” "SS 


not yet ede ad it onA. 
bard; and to vt 
. their eternal happineſs © 3 iſſue e 

wir its, in- | 
deed, might be expected to deſpiſe the cau- 
tious moderation of theſe timid reaſoners, _ 
and to pronounce deciſively, that the Bible 
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will be held to be the neceſſary appendage 


_ of a man'of faſhion, and 10 believe will be 


deemed the indication of a en, e _ 


a. COON per 0 3 


/ Sdtiataliinty like" whats have: TOR 1 
erected: are the conjectures which we 
ſhould naturally he led to form concerning 
the ſtate of Chriſtianity 3 in this country, and 
its probable iſſue, from conſidering her o.] n- 


nature, and the peculiar circumſtances in 


which ſhe has been placed. That her real 
condition differs not much from the reſult of 
this reaſoning from probability, muſt, with 
whatever regret, be confeſſed by all who take 
a careful and impartial ſurvey of the actual 


- fitvation of things among us. But our hy- 


pothetical delineation, if juſt, will have ap- 


proved itſelf to the reader's conviction, as 


wie have gone along, by ſuggeſting its arche⸗ 


types; and we may therefore be ſpared the 
painful and invidious taſk of pointing out, in 


detail, the ſeveral particulars wherein our 


5 ſtatements are juſtiſied by facts. Every where ö 
we may actually trace the effects of increaſ-. 


ing wealth and luxury, in baniſhing one by 
one the habits, and new - modelling the phraſe- 
ology of ſtricter times, and in diffuſing 


| throu Shout the middle ranks thoſe relaxed 


us and . me which were 
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- en confined to the higher claſſes. of 
| ſociety, We meet, indeed; with more re- 


fmement, and more generally with thoſe 


amiable courteſies which are its proper fruits: 
thoſe vices alſo have become leſs frequent, 
which naturally infeſt the darkneſs of a ruder 
and leſs poliſhed age, and which recede on 
the approach of light and civilization: 
Diefluxit numerus Saturnius & * Oy 
|  Munditiz pepulere; 
| But with theſe groſſneſſes, Religion, 0 on "1 
other hand, has alſo declined; God is forgot 
ten; his providence is exploded ; his hand 
is lifted up, but we ſee it not; he multiplies 
our comforts, but we are not grateful; he 
viſits us with chaſtiſements, but we are not 
contrite. The portion of the week ſet apart 
to the ſervice of Religion, we give up, with- 
, £006; reluctance, to vanity and diſſipation. 
And it is much if, on the periodical re- 
: turn of a day of national humiliation, hav- 
ing availed ourſelves of the certainty. of an 


interval from public buſineſs to ſecure a 


EY ſeaſon of Fe and eee 10. 


meeting for convivial purpoſes, we do not 
inſult the Majeſty of Heaven by feaſting and 
5 jollity, and thus deliberately dslaim Kar 
being included in the ſolemn ſervices of this 


an * Abe 9 3 ae WF dam within he | 
ow . and he has deen aſſured by others, on 
: | i OE „ ne, 


* 


. 1 | 


out, among thoſe who believe 
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But when there is not this open yy 
Fs diſavowal of Religion, few traces 


of it are to be fund. Impr 'OVINg in almoſt | 
every ether branch of knowledge, Wwe have 


become leſs and leſs acquainted with Chriſti- 


anity. The preceding chapters have pointed N 


be orthodox Chriſtians, a deplorable igno- ; 


Trance of the Religion they profeſs, an utter 
| forgetfulneſs of the peculiar doctrines by 
which it is characterized, a diſpofition to 


regard it as a mere ſyſtem of ethics, and, 


4 oe might feem an inconſliftency, at the 


K . 
1 OR * 3 


a ap inadequate. idea of the | 


whoſe 3 he can 1 of ſeveral fla 1 
But to prevent miſconſtruction as to the incident which 


mainly gives riſe to the remark, he thinks it neceſſary to 


declare, that the account which appeared in ſome of the 

news- papers, of an entertai 
Mr. Pitt on the Faſt Day, is untrue; and he is glad of 
the opportunity, which the mention af this ſubject affords 
bim, of contradifting a ſtatement which he can poſitively 


affirm to have been l. This is ene of the many in- 
Rances which ſnould enforce on the readers of news- pa- 
| pers, the duty of not haſtily giving credit to reports to 1 


diſadvantage of any man, of any party. A perſon in a pub- 
he ſtation muſt often acquieſce under the groſſeſt calun- 
nies, unleſs he will undertake the vain and endleſs taſk 


of contradicting all the falſehoods which prejudice” may 


conceive, and malignity propagate againſt him. — The 
writer may perhaps expreſs himſelf with the more feeling 


don wis ſubjeR, becauſe he bas often” been, and, indeed, at 


e 
mature 


inment having been given by.” 
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| 08 and ſtrictneſs of its practical prinei- 
This declenſion of Chriſtianity into a 
5 F » Gitem of ethics, may. partly "he AC 
counted for, as has been lately W e by 


conſidering the corruption of our nature, What 


Chriſtianity is, and in what cireumſtances ſhe: 
has been placed in this country. 
alſo been conſiderably promoted by one pe- 


_ culiar. cauſe, on Which, for many reaſons, it 


may not be e to . 2 . n 
pantigularls.i b B d 


But it has 


a 
0842; 3 
* 
Chriſtia- 


nity re. 
duced to a 


Chriſtianity i in its beſt * 7 * W | 5 "I 
5 of our repreſentations let this be remember- 


been delineated in the preſent. work. 


ed by thoſe who object to our ſtatement as 

auſtere and contracted) was ſuch as it has 
This 
was the Religion of the moſt eminent Re- 


formers, of thoſe bright ornaments of our 
country who fuffered martyrdom under queen 


Mary ; of their ſucceſſors in the times of 


Eli: 


eth; in ſhort, of all the pillars. of our 
Proteſtant church; of many of its higheſt 


dignitaries ; of Davenant, of Hall, of Rey- | 


nolds, of Beveridge, of Hooker, of Andrews, 


of Smith, of Leighton, of Uther, of Hopkins, 
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inferior 
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inferior note. In their pages the ende 
doctrines of Chriſtianity were every where 


* viſible, and on the deep and ſolid baſis of theſe 


doctrinal truths Were laid the foundations of a 
ſuperſtructure of morals proportionably broad 
and exalted. Of this fact their writings ſtill 
enxtant are a decifive proof, and they who may 
., want leiſure, or opportunity, or inclination 


, for the -perufal of theſe valuable records, 
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may ſatisfy themſelves of the truth of "the 
aſſertion, that, ſuch as we have ſtated it, Was 
the Chriſtianity of thoſe times, by conſulting 
Sur Articles and Homilies, or even by care- 
fully examining our excellent Liturgy. But 
from that tendency to deterioration lately 
noticed, theſe great fundamental truths be- 
gan to be ſometw hat eſs prominent in the 
compoſitions of many of the leading divines 
before the time of the civil wars. During 


that period, however, the en doctrines 


brethren was ſo ſhamefuſly ejected fi from the church in 1666, 
in violation of the royal word, as well as of the clear prin- 
ciples of juſtice. With his controverſial pieces I am little 
- acquainted; but his practical writings, in four maſly folios, 
are a treaſury of Chriſtian wiſdom, and it would be a moſt 
valuable ſervice to mankind to reviſe them, and perhaps to 
abridge them, ſo as to render them more ſuited to the taſte of 
modern readers. This has been already done in the caſe of 
dis Dying Thoughts, a beautiful little piece, and of his Saints 
Reſt. His Life alſo, written by himſelf, and in a ſeparate - 
volume; contains much uſeful matter, and many valuable 
particulars of the hiſtory of the times ne ban. : 

Vell, Gre. &c. | | 
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off Chriſtianity were grievouſſy abuſed by care. 
many of the ſectaries who were foremoſt in * 
the commotions of thoſe unhappy days, whoy * e 
while they talked copiouſſy of the free grace 

of Chriſt, and the operations of the Holy 

Spirit, were by their lives an fee ſcandal 
to the name of Chriſtian Caf PODS 07% 1 AL 


7 a ) Letme by no means be underſtood to Sala all the | 
ſectaries without diſcrimination. Many of them, and ſome 


N 
r 


who by the unhappy circumſtances of the times became! 
objects of notice in a political view, were men of great eru-· 
dition, deep views of Religion, and unqueſtionable piety; . 5 
and though the writings of the puritans are prolix, and, c 
cording to the faſhion of their age, rendered rather perplexed! 
than clear by multiplied diviſions and ſubdiviſions, yet the - 
are a mine of wealth, in which any one who will ſubmit to 

ſome degree of labour will find himſelf well rewarded for © 
his pains; in particular the writings of Dr. Owen; Mr;* 
Hows, and Mr. FLAvELL, well deſerve this character; of: 

the firſt mentioned author, there are two pieces in particu- , 

lar, which I would recommend to the reader's peruſal, . one, | 
on Heavenly Mindedneſs, abridged by Dr. Mayo; the ; 
other, on the Mortification of Sin in Believers. While 1 | 
have been ſpeaking in terms of ſuch high, and, I truſt, ſuch / 
juſt eulogium of many of the teachers of the Church of 
 Engiand, this may not be an improper place to expreſs the 
high obligations which we owe to the Diſſenters, for many 
excellent publications. Of this number are Dr. Evans's 
Sermons on the Chriſtian/Temper, and that moſt uſeful book, 
the Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the Soul, by Dr. Don- 
DRIDGE; alſo, his Life, by Ox rox, and Letters, and two 
volumes of Sermons, one, on Regeneration, the other on the 
Power and Grice of Chriſt: May the writer be permitted 
to embrace this opportunity of recommending two volumes, 
publiſhed ſeparately, of Sermons, by the late Dr. WITHER- 
OY Preſident of the College of New Jerſey. * vs... 


* Towards 


W-.-3 prize r idr THE: 


3 Towards the cloſe of the laſt ac the | 
* Weine of the eſtabliſhed Church, whether 
it aroſe from the obſcurity of their on 
views, or from a ſtrong impreſſion of ſormer 
abuſes, and of the evils, which had reſulted 
fem them, began to run into a different error. 
hey profeſſed to make it their chief object to 
- inculcate the moral and practical precepts of 
Chriſtianity, which they conceived to have 
been before too much neglected, but without 
ſufficiently maintaining, often even without” 
N laying the grand foundation, of a ſin- 
acceptance with God, or pointing out 
how the practieal precepts of Chriſtianity 
o out of her peculiar doctrines Ca), and 
—_: are e inſeparably connected with them. By 
== this fatal error, the very genius and eſſential 
\ = nature of Chriſtianity Napster under- 
Went a change. She no longer retained her 
peculiar characters, or produced that appro- 
' = Priate frame of Spirit by which her followers 
| 1 Thad been characterized. Facilis deſcenfus. 
1 The example thus fet was followed during 
N the. preſent century, and-its effect was aided. 
by various cauſes / already pointed out. 
GE In "addition to theſe; it may be proper to 
mention as a cauſe of powerful operation, that 
Eo be laſt fifty years the 1 has teemed 
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with moral eſſays, many of them publiſhed nur. f 
1 periodically, and er extenſively cir ixculated;, ., 
5 which, being eee Nad as. works of 


were. tn e avg) Gras whatever mi 
them the air of re or i meim to 
wear an appearance of ſeriouſneſs; incon- 
ſiſtent with the idea of relaxation. But in 
this way the fatal habit of conſidering chris 
tian morals as diſtinct from Chriſtian: ; 

trines inſenfibly gained ſtrength. Thus e 
peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity went more 


and more out of fight, and as might naturally 


have been expected, the moral ſyſtem itſelf 
alſo began to wan and decay, being robbed; 
of that which ſhould have ſupplied it with, 
life and nutriment. At length, in our own: 
days, theſe peculiar doctrines have almoſt 
altogether vaniſhed from the view. Even. 
in many fermons, as we have formerly no- 
. _— n, traces of a to e 
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ae Sive us b eee life! ey man- | 
vi. ners, and when theſe are written by authors 
of accurate obſervation and deep knowledge 
of human nature (and many ſuch there have 
5 been in our times) they furniſh a more faith 5 
: ful piture; than can be obtained in any other 
| way, of the prevalent opinions and feelings 
of mankind. It muſt be obvious that novels 
are here alluded to. A careful peruſal of 
the moſt celebrated of theſe pieces would 
furniſh a ſtrong confirmation of the appre- 
henſion fuggeſted from other conſiderations wo: 
concerning the very low ſtate of Religion in 
this country; but they would ſtill: more 
ftrikingly illuſtrate the truth of the remark; 
that the grand peculiarities of Chriſtianity! | 
are almoſt vaniſhed from the view. In a 
ſermon, although throughout the whole of 
: it there may have been no traces of theſe 
peculiarities, either directly or indirectly, tile 
no: cloſes with an ordinary form, which, 
if one Were to aſſert that they were abſolutely 5 
omitted, would immediately be alleged . 
contradiction of the aſſertion, and may jt juſt: 
ſerve to protect them from falling into en- 
tire oblivion. But in novels, the writer is 
not ſo tied down. In theſe, people of Re- 
ligion, and clergymen too, are placed in all 
e fituations, - and the ſentiments and 
nguage deemed ſuitable to the occaſion 
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are aſſigned to them. I 


. | 15 4 is often the author's intention to 
repreſent them in a favourable point of view, 
and accordingly he m 


how. They are painted amiable, benevolent; 
and forgiving; but it is not too much to ſay, 
that if all the peculiarities of Chriſtianity had 


never exiſted, or had been proved to be Falſe, 5 
the circumſtance would ſcarcely create ge 


neceſſity of altering a ſingle ſyllable in any 


of the moſt celebrated of theſe performances. 
It is ſtriking to obſerve the difference Which 
there is in this reſpect in ſimilar works « 


Mahometan authors, wherein the cha 


which they mean to repreſent in a favour- 


able light are drawn. vaſtly. more TR" 
| n eee ben cen ar 


5 Fu 
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3 to e an 1 of this aiGuſion con- 5 


cerning the degree in Which the peculiarities 


of Chriſtianity have fallen into neglect, and 
concerning one of the principal of the canes. 
which have produced it; if this be the ſtate 
of n even, in the caſe of ſermons, and of 
olitions of: — who, . of . 
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— though Chriſtianity be not formally denied, 


leſs wonder, that in 8 in general, ; 


people know little about it; and that infact 
you find; when you come to (converſe with 


them, that admitting in terms the Divine 
Nevelation of Scripture; they are far from 
— RG za which” it con- 
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ſymptoms 


as to the 
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But, to ſay naming of his/phlegmark 


of the ſtate to which we are progreflive, that 
6 oi many of the moſt eminent of the literati of 


times have been profeſſed unbeliev- 


ers; and that others of them have diſcover- 
ed ſack likewarmineſs'i in this _ of Chiriſt, 
as to treat with eſpec 


tention, and reſpect, thoſe men, rere . 
avowed: publications, were openly aſſailing, 


or infidiouſly undermining the very faunda- 


tions of the Chriſtian” hope War 


themſelves as more cloſely united . 
by literature, than ſevered from them by Fry 


W 6 N. V "I it then 


25 {2 


10 2 Tris with pain \ this the a finds bichtelrebtt p x eled 
w place fo great a writer as Dr. Roszurson- in this cb. 
mation, a ſubject which we ſhould have thought likely 0 
excite in my one, who united the character of a Chriſtian 
| Dione with that ofan N gra- 
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| ſpeaking of the allaiſants of Chriſtianity, The Apoſtle's di- 
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furpriſe, 


under all theſe . py 1 


8 one of the moſt acute and moſt * . 
For 


ene 


ef the profeſſed unbelievers {a} 
| thould appear to anticipate, as at no great 
diſtance, the more complete triumph of his 
ſceptical principles; and that another author 
of diſtinguiſhed natne {b), not ſo. openly pro- 
_ fefling thoſe inficel opinions, ſhould declire  _ 

of the writer above alluded to, whoſe great 

abilities had been ſyſtematically proftituted 
to the open attack of every principle of Rei- 
gion, both natural and revealed,“ that he had 
* always conſidered bim, both in his lite time 155 


1 for the good ids af to paſs. over alle 5 

the ambiguity in which he leaves his readers as to his opinion 

ol the authenticity of the Moſaic chronology,.in his diſqui= =_ 
fitions on the trade of India, his letters to Mr. Grnwon, < 
lately publiſhed, cannot but excite emotions of regret and 
ſhame in every ſincere Chriſtian, The author hopes, that 
he has ſo far explained his ſentiments as to render it almoſt | 
unneceſfary to remark, what, however, to prevent miſcon- „ 
. fruftion, he muſt here declare, that ſo far from approving, LS 
he muſt be'underſtooddecidedlyto condemn. a hot, a contens · 
tious, much more. an. abuſive manner of oppoſing or of = 
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rection in this reſpect cannot be too much attended to. 
The ſervant of the Lord muſt not firive; but be gentle 
_ « unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtruct- 
*: ing thoſe nat -oppols themſelves: if God eee 
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the, path in which we are travelling, and 
Wbither at length it muſt conduẽt us? If any 
ſbould heſitate, let them take a leſſon from 
experience. In a neighbouring country, ſeve- 
ral of the fame. cauſes have been in action; 
and they have at length produced their full 
effect. Manners corrupted, morals depraved, 
diſipation predominant, above all, Religion 
diſeredited, and infidelity grown” Sib" repute 

and faſhion /a), terminated in the public diſ- 
avowal, of every religious principle Which 
had been uſed to attract the veneration of 
mankind. The Tepreſentatives of a whole 
nation publicly witneſſing, not only without 
horror,but to ſay the leaſt, without diſapproba- 
tion, an open unqualified denial of the very 
exiſtence of God; and at length, as a body, 
withdrawing their 3 4 1 e fi 
1 of Heaven. on fur "2, 


le What 3 vy dl, be 
weit political opinions concerning French events what they 

may and it makes no difference. in the writer's view of the 
dect whether the ſtate of morals was or was not, . 
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witneſſed with apprehe Al Way: 
ready to confeſs: nh pain} „the gradual de- 


time may concee that the writer of this 


tract is ogy ee —— ; 


er which he Lac : 18 1 1CONNITE TY 2 
the ordinary buſineſs of life, arid ik the 


well: being of ſociety; that if it were generally 


to prevail, people would be wholly engroſſed 
by Religion, and all their tine occupied b) 
prayer and preaching. Men not being ſuffi⸗ 


ciently intereſted in the purſuit of temporal 
objects, agriculture and commerce Would 
decline, the arts would languiſh, the very 


duties of common life would be neg. 


ciety would be obſtrutted. 


by an ingenious writer {a} alluded to in an 


carly period of our work, and. is even ſome- 


anced by an author ſince re- 


forind to, from whom luch a ſentiment juſtly. 
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len on of Religion, but {who at the ſame A 


„in ſhort the whole machine of cini t | f 


„and ſpeedily Nope 
ped. An opening for: abs charge is given 


could not I 1 
go on, &c. 1 
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euar. moment to be in a conſiderable degree well 
1 founded, yet this admiſſion would not warrant 
* wk the concluſion intended to be-drawn from it. 
3 e de eee rede 
. of what Chriſtianity requires 
de agreeable to the word of God. For af; it 
278 ſurely it muſt be confeſſed to be a matter 
* ſmall account to ſacriſice a little worldly 
cornfort and proſperity, during the ſhort ſpan 
£5 of our exiſtence in this life, in order to ſecure 
_ _ cron of eternal glory, and the enjoyment 
of Ge pleaſures which are at God's right 
hand for -evermore.” It might be added alſo, 
that our bleſſed Saviour had fairly declared, 
| that it would often be required of Chriſtians 
to make ſuch a ſacriſice, and had for warned 
us, that in order to be able to do it with 
; cheerfulneſs whenever the occaſion ſhould 
arrive, we muſt habztualy fit looſe to all 
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of vital Chriſtianity ſhould pant antonfere 

With the views of national wealth at 
 grandiſement, yet that there is too * reaſon 

4 to rm that, doall v we > cantly this Rom pre- 


But in truth the — on — we have 
now 
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dae bes the! very contrary to it it che tuch · 
3 ſuch. as we have repreſented | 
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| it is true, ſome of her carly. converts. ſeem to. 
> genius: of be ew, Rollt, 26 40 imagine 
that in future they were to be diſcharged 
: amen, derben denen on W ONO 
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| that they might thereby „ ( 
tian profeſſion. This he did, at the fame time 
chat he preſcribed to, them that predon 
loye of God and. of, Chriſt, N 


mindedneſs, that comparative i Qu ce. 
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vn eſſential chara 


sriſtics of real Chriſtianity. 
It cannot therefore be fuppoſed by any who 
allow to the / Ape ſtle even the claim of n 
a e dene e less by anf -wha-hd- 

| rity, that theſe latter 
phebeptg- are incompatible with the former. 
Let it be remembered, that the grand charac- 
je ebe Chriſtian, which has 
been inſiſted on, is hus deſiring to 'pleaſe God 
it all his thoughts, and words, and actions; to 
tue lie revealed word to be the rule of his 
belief and Profiices „70 let his Yight "ſhine 
* before men; and in all things to adorn the 
 tofifime which he profeſſes.” No calling is 
proſcribed, no puf ſuit is forbidden, no leience 
or art, no pleafure is diſallowed, which is re- 
ooneilable with this principle. It muſt in- 
deed be confeſſed that "Chriſtianity would not 
favour ent eher nd inordinate/ardor in 
dhe put uit of depot 'ob 


| "widely" ſpread"rehown + #*nor is it calculated Z 
takten politicians,” the chief” objec of whoſe 
84 I VEE „and the main ſcope -of - "whoſe 
—— fot their country ale, extended 


valled ache rather than theſe u more folid 
advantages. 


[ts of indie dude 5 . true 


national proſperity is no other than ms exact 
plication ve 3 e e 


. BEE „ abs 044 


duce a Anpration. in life; a man, whatever _ 


mightbe his employment or purſuit, would be. 


furniſhed. with a new motive to proſecute it 


with alacrity, a motive far more conſtant and 
vigorous than any human proſped 


ply; at the ſame time, his ſolicitude 
ſo mi 


being not 


and leave the event to God, he would not 


be liable to the fame diſappointments as men 


who are active and laborious from a deſire 
worldly gain or of human eſtimation. 


life at the ſame time rr and Hangs 5 


Following peace alſo with all men, and look- 
ing upon them as members of the ſame fa- 
mily, entitled not only to the debts of juſtice, 


s can ſup». 


ch to ſucceed in whatever he might be 
engaged in, as to act from a pure principle 


but to the leſs deſinite and more liberal claims | 


bo fruternal Wer wefe he would Ne be 
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tries form a contraſt. to this its internal con- 
15 fort. I 5 
peacetul at home, would be reſpected and 


— ue were e ee, 2 cl. 
' each thus diligently diſcharging the duties of 
Man own ſtation W in W the 


- their. views and promote their ap 
all would. be active and harmo NOUS 1 
goodly frame of human ſocie 
would be no jarrings, no yy Amir The ade 
machine of civil life would: work without 

blen con or * and * renne of 1 its 
the ſpheres. on 299 8 e oy i 
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 Clviſtian. nation. within ieſalf. Nor would 


In ity, ON the contrary, 


| \ akin General integrity in all 
Anni dealings would. inſpire univerſal con- 
dence; differences between nations com- 
mo „ injuries, and ſtill 
more from mutual jealouſy and rut Of 
the 
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Fe complaint; che * 
nothing to attach upon. 2 in ſpite 
all its juſtiee and forbearance; the violence 
of ſome 2 ſtate ſhould. foro it 
daft are thoſe only in hich h 
would be engaged, its domeſtic union would 
double its national force, while the con- 
ſciouſneis of a good cauſe, and of the generai 
favour of Heaven, an its arm, | 
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al is FR the; er — 85 an an 
* whom we have had frequent occaſion to 
refer, and whoſe love of paradox has nat ſel- 
dom led him into error, that true Chriſ- — 
| tianity. is an enemy to patriotiſm. If by. 
patriotiſm be meant that miſehievous and 
domineering quality which renders. men ar- 
pus promote, not the ee but the 
aggrandiſement of their own « by the 
oppreſſion: and conqueſt of every athens to 
tuch+ patriotiſm, ſo generally applauded in 
the Heathen world, that Religion muſt 
be indeed an enemy, whoſe foundation is 
juſtice, and whoſe compendious character is 
E peace and good will towards men. But 
"0 by. * be underſtood that qua- 
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vn. thropy within the narrow bounds of: — : 
— kingdom, yet attaches us in particular to the 
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country” to which we belong; of this true 
patriotiſm, Chriſtianity is the moſt copious 
ſource, and the ſureſt preſervative. The 
contrary opinion can indeed only have ariſen 
rom not c ing the fulneſs and univer- 
ſality of our Saviour's precepts. - Not like 
the puny productions of human workman- 
hip, which at the beſt can commonly ſerve 
but the particular purpoſe which they are 
ſpecially deſigned to anſwer, the moral as 
well as the phyſical principles of the great 
Author of all things are capable of being 
| applied. at once to ten thouſand” different 
uſes; thus, amidſt infinite complication, pre- 
ſerving a grand ſimplicity, and therein bear- 
ing the unambiguous ſtamp of their Divine 
Original. Thus, to ſpecify one out of thie 
ncndlierieſs . inſtances which might be ad- 
duced: the principle of gravitation, while 


it is ſubſervient to all the mechanical pur- 


poſes of common life, keeps at the ſame time 
the ſtars in their ee and bine the 


Thus 415555 in 5 — 3 us: " Gay 


4 conſiſts. of Lie number of different circles 
of 
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effects to the general weal produced, is, that 
it ſhould be the deſire and aim of every in- 
dividual to fill well his own proper circle, as 
a part and member of the whole; with a 
view to the production of general happineſs. 
This our Saviour enjoined when he pre- 
ſcribed the duty of univerſal love, which is 
but another term for the moſt exalted pa- 
triotiſm. Benevolence, indeed, when not 
originating from Religion, diſpenſes but from 
a ſcanty and precarious fund; and therefore, 
if it be liberal in the caſe of ſome o objects, it 
is generally found to be contracted towards 
others. Men who, acting from worldly prin- 
ciples, make the greateſt ſtir about general 
philanthropy or zealous patriotiſm, are often 
very deficient in their conduct in domeſtic ei iy 
life, and very neglectful of the opportunities, =_ 
fully within their reach, of promoting the 1 
comfort of thoſe with whom they are im- 1 
mediately connected-· But true Chriſtian. 
benevolence is always occupied in produeing 
happineſs to the utmoſt of its power, and ac- 
dcCording to the extent of its ſphere, be it 5 
1 88585 or more limited; it contracts itſelf 
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teſembles majeſtic rivers, which ars pbured 


from an unfailing and abundant ſource. Si- 
lent and peaceful in their outlet, they begin 
with diſpenſing beauty and comfort to every 
cottage by which they paſs. In their further 
progreſs they fertiliſe provinces and enrich 
kingdoms. At length they pour themſelves. 
into the ocean, where, changing their names 
but not their nature, they viſit diſtant ha- 
tions and other br rr and ſpread 
panſive: ids! or” 
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effects of which Religion is productive to 
. political ſocieties would be produced even 
by a falſe Religion, which ſhould preſcribe. 
good morals, and ſhould be able to enforce. 
its precepts by ſufficient ſanctions. Of this 
nature are thoſe effects which depend on 
our calling in the ald of a Being who ſees 
the heart, in order to aſſiſt the weakneſs, and 
in various ways to ſupply the inherent de- 
fects of all human juriſprudence. But the 
ſuperior excellence of "Chriſtianity. in this 
reſpe& muſt be acknowledged, both in the 
8 of * moral code, and in the 


powerful 


aſk itz een tendency of her docttines 
to provide for the obſervance of her precepts, 
by producing tempers of r el cor 
e * them. 


1 e more e Ichs i it cn 
Hwa enough | remarked, that true Chri- 
tianity, from her eſſential _— ppears 
peculiarly and powerfully adapted to promote 
che preſervation and ee of en 
communities. What is in truth their 
malady? The anſwer is ſhort; Selfiſhneſs. 
This is that young diſeaſe received at the 
— moment of their birth, which grows with 
their growth, and ſtrengthens with their 
_ * ſtrength,” and through which they at 
length expire, if not cut off - prematurely by 

ſore external Mock or ima ene 


- The diſeaſe 0 1 3 * PHO 


3 forms in the different claſſes of 
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1y, it 


diſplays itſelf in luxury, in pop and parade, 


and in all the frivolities of a fickly and de- 
praved imagination, which ſeeks i in vain Its 
own: gratification, and is dead to;the-generou 
i and energetic purſuits of an enlarged heart. 
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— — 1 1 che external effects 
may vary, the internal principle is the ſame; 
a diſpoſition in each individual to make ſelf 
the grand center and end of his deſires and 
enjoyments; to over. rate his own merits and 
2 and of courſe to magnify: his 
on others, and in return to under-rate 
n on . a diſpoſition, to under-value 
the advantages, and overſtate the diſadvan- 
tages of his condition in life. Thence ſpring 
rapacity, and venality, and ſenſuality. Thence 
imperious nobles and factious leaders, and 
an unruly commonalty, bearing with dif- 
ficulty the inconveniences of a lower ſtation, 
and imputing to the nature or adminiſtration 
of. their government the evils which neceſ- 
ſarily flow from the very conſtitution of our 
ſpecies, or which perhaps are chiefly the re- 
ſult. of their own vices and follies; The 
oppoſite. to ſelfiſhneſs is public ſpirit, which 
may be termed, not unjuſtly, the-grand prin- 
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and hardſhip: T The Roman cbHfHicnwraltfi, 
ch public ſpirit was: eiefihed, and 
ſeldhneſ checked, by the principle ö tlte 
love of glory, was alfe of long eontintanee! 
This paſſion” naturally operates to produce” 
unbounded ſpirit of cbnqgdeſt, which; like 
che ami of the greateſt of its own.” hes: 
kross, Was never fatiated While any other 3 
dot was leſt it to ſubiiue. The printipie 
of political vitality, hen kept alive only by” | 
means-liks theſe, merits the deſeripti on ares” 
7 given of: eloquence: Sicut flamma materia 
Ar, & ae gas ur, &urendo clarefcit. 
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end for which, men unite in civil. ſociety; 
but in ſooieties thus 
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P pineſs, comparatively 1 b . is to be found. 
The expement, again, of preſerving, a: ſtate 


though even. this 
ed its admirers 2 18 not to 
be * a for a moment, when. conſidered. 


on principles of. univerſal: juſtice. Such a 
ſtate lives, and grows, and thrives. by the 
miſery of others, and becomes pr 
the general enemy of its neighbi 
ſcourge of the humar 
vices are in truth but too much K 
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Dux and the 5 
race. Al ow de- 
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time for keeping up à due degtee of publie 
fit, and yet for preſerving uni mpaired che 
quietneſs, and comfort, and charities of pri- 
Vate life; how) it even extracts from ſelfiſh- 
neſs itſelf many of the advantages Which, 

under leſs happily conſtructed forms of go- 
vernment, public ſpirit otily can ſüpply. 
But fuch a political diſcuſſion, however Srate- 
ful to a Britiſh mind, would here be Cut of 
lace: It is rather our buſineſs to remark, 
how much Chriſtianity in every way ſets | 
herſelf in direct hoſtility to ſelfiſhne „ the 
mortal diſtemper of political communities, 
and Say; how their welfare "muſt be” 
inſeparable from her prevalence. It might; 
mares, be wry AMR. as the main obje . 
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ES in. the diſehrar and 
civil duties, reſig. tion to the will of. God, 
and patience- under all. the, diſpeniations of 
his Providence, are among her daily leſſons. 
Humility is ons of the eſſential qualities, 
which her precepts moſt direttly and-frongly 
enjoin, and which all her various dochrines 
tend to call forth and 1 hy 1— 
lity,. as has been before ſuggeſted, lays. the, 
deepeſt and ſureſt grounds fon benevolence. 
In whatever (claſs, or order of ſociety Chri- 
tianity prevails, the: ſets herſelf to rectify he: 
0 faults, or, if 1 peak mo 
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to be diligent, humble, patient; reminding 
them that their more lowly: path has been 
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worth the uten, that the ä mind, 


which Religion offers to all rarilkes ihdi eri 


minately, affords more true ſatisfaction thai 
all the expenſſve pleaſures which are beyond | 


the” poor man's reach; that in this views 
however, he poor have the advantage, and 


are happily exempted; that Having, food 
and raiment, they ſhould be | 


| 6c content, for that their ſituation 15 life, 
_ with All its evils, is is better than they have e- 
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But vital 695 5 the Chridlanit) which can * 
oy ogg effects like theſe muſt be real, not nominal 
auen d deep, not ſuperficial. Such then is the Reli- | 
aa zn Sion we ſhould cultivate, if we would rea- 
more,ve lize theſe pleaſing ſpeculations, and arreſ 


muſt either 


have this the progreſs of political decay. But in the 

al,” * preſent circumſtances of this country, it is a 

farther reaſon for endeavouring to cultivate 

this vital Chriſtianity, ſtill conſidering its ef- 

fects merely in a political view, that, ac- 

cording to all human appearance, we muſt 

either have this or none;; unleſs the preva- 

lence of this be in ſome degree reſtored, we 

are likely not only to loſe all the advantages 

which we mi icht have derived from true Chriſ- 

tianity, but to incur all the manifold evils 

8 which would t from ae en of all 
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we, when the ſtate of things is ſo 
urable to vital Religion, as i it mant be 
confeſſed-t to; be in our condition of 
Nor is it merely the ordinary effects of a 
ſtate of wealth and proſperity to which we 
here allude. Much alſo may juſtly be appre - 
hended from that change which has taken 
place in our general habits of thinking and 
— ae 2h the ſyſtems and opinions 
former times Bag den advanced period 
of ſociety, en ee en of the dd 
power 1 was the Religion 
"tO our' — Wich the bulk it is on 
that account entitled to reverence; and its 
authority 3 1s admitted without queſtion. , The 
eſtabliſhr dent in which it ſubſiſts pleads the 
ſame preſeription, and obtains the ſame re- 
ſpecs; But in our days, things are very dif- 
ferently circumſtanced. - Not merely the 
renne in fayoun- of former times, 
but even the proper reſpect for them, and 
the reaſonable preſumption in their favour, 
has:abated:- Still lefs-wall the idea be en- 
dured, of any ſyſtem being kept up, when 


der impoſtur is ſeem. through: by the Wee | 


ces \ Favour its continizance; can T "= 


„ A1y- 9 — —— 3 ——— — 9 . 
— —— — — — —— — = — —u— es; — —— — 2 — — — 


— = Rt — 
2 — = y 
— - N — —_— "OV IS Wo ů ů — ——ů—4kũ 


by a real perſuaſion of its — 
all ta the ground. Thus it nor dufte guent. 


Iy happens, that i in a more advanced ſtate of 


ſociety, à religion eſtabliſhment muſt be in- 
debted for its ſupport to ere 


which in earlier times it foſtered 
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whom ſhe had reated in the helpleſſneſs of 


infancy. So in the preſent inſtance, unleſs 


there be reinfuſe i into 1 


cety ſomething of hat Princip 
our eccleftaſtical ſyſtem ir its earlier 
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 yeneration, is no more” — Fer theſe Lava 
any ſyſtem may generally be ſupported, be- 
fore a ſtate, having paſſed the period of its 
matu ity, is verging to its decline) if there 

0 that a dry, unanimated 
"Va iiou;” like chat Which is now Profeſſed 
2 nominal Ohriſtians, can hold Us _ 


„ that, * arguing / — on”: — 
es, they know little of human nature. 
kind of Religion which we have re- 
commented, whatever opinion may be en- 

tamed concerning its truth, and to ſay 
of the agency of Divine Grace, muſt 


nothing 


is at all fuited' to make impreſſion upon the 
lower orders, by ſtrongly intereſting the pa- 
ſtons of the human mind. If it be mann 
a ſyſtem of ethics may regulate the cc 
the higher claſſes, ſuch an one is 2 
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at leaſt be conceded to be the only one which 
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Appeal to their groſſer natures. If this 
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wiſer than/o arſelves, and never Pon of 
governing the community in general by their 
leſſons of philoſophy. Theſe leſſons were 
confined: to the ſchools, of the learned, Whil 


for the mi 4 


11 illion, a. ſyſtem of Religion, ſuch 
as it was, was kept up, as alone 3 to 
ezeee, io Convince, we may ſafely appeal 0 expe- 
rience. Let the Socinian a | 
teacher, of Chriſtianity: come. forth, ad tell 
us What effects they, have produced on the 
lower orders. They themſelves will hardly 
deny the inefficacy of their inſtructions. But, 
bleſſed be God, the Religion which we re- 
commend... has proved its . correſpondence 
with the character originally given of Chriſ- 
tianity, that it was calculated for the poor, 
by changing the whole condition of the maſs 
of ſociety in many of the moſt ous diſ- 
tricts in this and othe! copnttions and by 
bringing them from being ſeenes of al nals 
une xampled wickedneſs and | 
eminent for ſobriety, decoy; 1 
in thort, for rel n men uſe 1 
Political 7 off 21 «tot Gel bie 4 


1 "fin PPE wr 00 Potent, 


| * _; . Wente . n ſhould in any 5 


Chriſtant- . conſide ö 


ty, and bad 


in ground, there is no 


As 25 


ones fen ' eftimain the effects on * 2 and 


1 concern. oy The, Ts ea of our e 


. 
. 
* 


fare. „Theſe effects are not merely negative; 
though it would be much, merely to check 
the farther progreſs of a gangrene which is 
eating out the very vital r- wet | 
ſocial and political exiſtence. The 
ſtandard of morality formerly — 
would be raiſed, it would at leaſt be ſuſtained 
and kept for a while from farther depreſſion. 
T Phe eſteem. which relig us characters would 

erſc attrad Labs create GM. 
which they ſhould: hold, and to.the' eſtblaſs 
Kron which they ſhouldbemembers: Theſe 
are all merely natural ee But to 
thoſe who believe in a ſuperintending Provi- 
dence; it may be added, that the bleſſing of God 
might. be drawn down upon our country, and 
the ſtroke off! Hs pea Oi for 2 _ 
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e can contemplate without. the.deepe 


- butions, { ome ah rr 0 a. in it, 
l in itſelf be attended with the-moſt fa 
tal 


— — — — 5 


[i 


went encene ure ens | 


es deltroQtion 


tutions. It Hud not be difficult! to prove, 
that the want of it would alfo be in the 
higheſt degree injurious to the cauſt of Chiriſ. 
tianity, and ſtill more, that! it would takeaway 
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the right path ; affording an ' advantage- - 
ground of, no lietle value te fuck inſtructors 
as ſtill adhere to the good old principles of . 
the Church of England im ſhort,” daily 
ming us; by preſerving's Hying' re 
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We in forge poor degree ſupply the 
place of higher principles. It is well for 


the happineſs of mankind, 


that ſuch a com- 
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knew God, they ee God, 
e and were not ſalic itous (u to retaim him in 
their knowledge, he gave werder k 
« reprobate mind. Let us then beware, 
and take Warning from neger 
us not ſuffer our ſelf love to beguile us; let 
us not vainly perſuade ourſelves, that al- 
though proſperity and wealth may have 
_eauſequs to relax a little too in thoſe | 
more n duties which. nin our Maker, 
pet that we ſhall ſtop where we are; or, at 
leaſt, that. we can never fink into the fame 
tate of moral depravation. Doubtleſs we 
ſhould ſink as low, if God wore to give us up 
alſo to our o¹n imaginations. And what 
ground have we to think he will not? If We 
on juſtly, we ſhould not ompare 
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theſe; the clear light of Goſpel revelation, 
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How / then can we but believe that if we, BEET 
joying advantages ſo much ſuperior to WF 
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tick, ſhould: be conſidered rather as a moral 
than a political malady. Hou much has 
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poſſihly conld with innocence, into the chf 
tons and practices of irreligious mer, they 
e might ſoften the prejudices! too frequentiy 
taken up aguiriſt Religion, of its being An 
auſtere gloomy ſervice; und thus ſecure 4 
previous favourable impreſſiom againſt any 
time when they. might have an . 


— 


i 


f This i «alas qveſtionabl, and, it oy to TY 
_ feared, s policy. Many miſchiev< 
dus conſequences. neceflarily refulting frot 
it might ealily be enumerated. But it is a 
poliey particularly un 
rate and diſſipated times, and to the le; 
at which we are arrived. In theſe circum: 
ſtances, the moſt likely means of producing 
the revn/fon which is required, muſt be 
boldly to proclaim the diſtinction between 


the adherents of God and Baal.“ The ex- 


pediency of this conduct in our preſent ſitua- 
tion is confirmed by another conſideration, to 
which we have before had occaſion to refer, 
It is this—that when men are aware that 
ſomething of difficulty is to be effected; their 


| ſpirits riſe to the level of the encounter; they 
make up their minds to bear hardſhips and 
brave dangers, and to perſevere in ſpite of fas 
jon: whereas ina matter which 


tigue and oppoſi 
is regarded as of eaſy and ordinary operation; 


they are apt to flumber over their work, and 
to fail in what a ſmall effort might have 
been ſufficient to accompliſh, for want of 


having called up the requiſite degree of ener- 
gy and ſpirit. Conformably to the principle 
which is hereby ſuggeſted,. in the circum 


ſtances in Which we are placed, the line Ss 
demarcation between the friends and the 
| e enemies | 


itable to our ineonſide- | 


og ES REED ee noemrorrnne ron conn 
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BRIEF INQUIRY: INTO: THE | 


enemies of Religion ſhould now be made 
clear; the ſeparation ſhould be broad and b. 
vious. Let him then, who withe ed to a 
country, no longer heſitate what courſe 0 
conduct to purſue. The queſtion now is . 
in what liberties he might warrantably in- 
dulge himſelf in another ſituation, but what 
are the reſtraints on himſelf which the exi- 
gencies of the preſent times render it adviſe- 
able for him to impbſe. Circumſtanced as 
we now are, it is more than ever obvious, 
that the of man Is the of vor 10. 
Nor is it ouly FOR thei WP FEY des, 
1 this mode will always be the moſt 
efficacious, that men of authority and influ- 
ence may promote the cauſe of good morals. 
Let them in their ſeveral ſtations encourage 
virtue and diſcountenance vice in others. 
Let them enforce the laws by which the wiſ- 
dom of our forefathers has guarded againſt 
the groſſer infractions of morals, and congra- 
tulate themſelves, that in a leading ſituation 
on the bench of juſtice there is placed a man 
who, to his honour be it ſpoken, is well diſ- 
: wy to aſſiſt their efforts. 17 a). Wet them 


1 a) Iti is a gratification t to the writer” 's 1 as l as 
public feelings to pay this tribute of reſpect to the charater 
. of 5 en u W HR e 
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| morality- l bove all ————— 
| vour to inſtruct and improve the riſing gene. 
5 ration, that, if” YG — note ny 


which is * =p in eee coun- 
nay: This has long been to my mind the moſt 
formidable feature of the preſent ſtate of 

| things in France, where, it is to be feared; a 

| brood of moral vipers, as it were, is now hatch⸗ 
ing, which, when they thall have attained to 
their miſchievous maturity, will go forth tg 
poiſon the world. But fruitleſs will be all 
attempts to ſuſtain, much more to revive, the 
fainting cauſe of morals, unleſs. you can itt 
ſome degree reſtore the prevalence of Evan=. 
gelical Chriſtianity. It is in morals as in 

_ phyſics; unleſs the ſource of practical princi- 
ples be elevated, it will be in vain to attempt 
to make them flow on a high level in their 
future courſe. | You may force them for 4 
while into ſome conſtrained poſition, but 
they will ſoon drop to their natural point of 
depreſſion. By all, therefore; who are ſtudious 
of their country's welfare, more particularly - 
by all who defire to ſupport our eceleſſaſtical 
"i eftBliſhment, every effort ſhould be uſed to 
25 revive the Chriſtianity of. our better e. 
e e "Is: 


KY 


b \ 
i . ͤ ] —¹0¹ — - 
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ths be e ee a e ee 
—dtastion muſt zender the pr 
they hold a matter * 


have commonly rewarded: their labours. And g 


exception, friendly to our eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil eſtabliſhments {a}, and conſequerttly, 


ment. Nor thould it be for gotten by any, 


U B — 


ance. Wherever. theſe t — eadily 
and zealouſſy inculcated thei tru octrines of 
the Church of England, the happieſt effects 


it is worth obſe which w 
are now taking, that theſe men, as r 
naturally be expected, are perhaps, without 


that their inſtructions and influence tend 
direcliy, as well as indirefly, to; the mainte- 
nance of the cauſe of order and good govern- 


who, judging with the abſtract coldneſs of 
mere politicians, might doubt whether, by 
adopting the meaſures here recommended, a 
religious warmth might not be called into 
action, which might break out into miſchiev- 
ous irregularities, that experience proves that 
an eſtabliſhment affords, from its very nature, 
the happy means of exciting a conſiderable 
degree of fervour and animation, and at the 
ſame time of reſtraining them within due 


| N This is not thrown. out 2 aſſerted on the 
writet's own knowledge. * 


Fo . | bounds. | 
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| preferment, and more eſpecially on the die. 
nitaxies ef the ſacred order. Some of theſe 


have already ſounded the alarm, juſtly cen- 
- ſuring the practice of ſuffering Chriſtianity to | 


degenerate into a mere ſyſtem of ethics, and 
recommending more attention to the pecu- 


liar de ICL trines of our Religion. | In our ſchools, | 


in our univerſities, let the ſtudy be encouraged 


of the writings, of thoſe venerable divines, 


who flouriſhed in the purer times of Chriſ- 


tiauity. Let even a conſiderable proficiency | 


in their i be required of candidates for 
ordination. Let our churches no longer 
| witneſs that unſeemly diſcordance, which has 


togmuch prevailed, between the prayers RR i 


precede, and my ſermon uy e, vs) 


But it may 1 e to Ane briefly 


Mista at the courſe of. conduct, which, in 7 


the preſent circumſtances of this country, 


motives merely political ſhould prompt us to 


purſue.” To all who have at heart the na- 


tional welfare, the above ſuggeſtions are ſo?- 


lemnly ſubmitted. They have not been 


urged altogether without miſgivings, leſt it 
12555 * as though the concern of Eter- 


. 


l in oma Church ane devolves 2 
on all who have the diſpoſal of eccleſiaſtica! 
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ena v. by were melted down into a mere matter 

8 . „ temporal advantage, or political expe- 

dieney. But ſince it 1 graciouſly pleaſed 

the Senn Being ſo to arrange the conſti- 

tution of things, as to render the prevalence 

of true Religion and of pure morality con- 

ducive to the well-being of ſtates, and the 

| preſervation of civil order; and ſince theſe 

| _ ſubordinate inducements are not unfrequently 

bald forth, even by the ſacred writers, it 

wy, ſeemed not improper, and ſcarcely liable to 

miſconſtruction, to ſuggeſt inferior motives 

do readers, who might be leſs PT to 
Kea to eee of a es; nc 9 58 


Would to God that thi chte of ates: | 
here ſuggeſted might be fairly purſued: would 
to God that the happy conſequences, which 
would reſult from the principles we have 
recommended, could be realized; and above 
all, that the influence of true Raligion could 
be extenſively diffuſed; it is the. beſt with 
which can be formed for his country, by one 
who} 18 deeply anxious for its welfare; — 


Lucem redde tuam, dux bone, patriæ * 
Inſtar veris enim vultus ubi tuus 
| 2 oY Affulſit papulo, gratior it dies, „ LEE6EL GL 
| - Pt ſeles melius nisten... 
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Praflical F: a int. 8 various | Defrptins 
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nus hog we Pos to trace the CHAP, 
chief defects of the religious ſyſtem. of . 
the bulk of profeſſed Chriſtians in this coun- | 
try. We have pointed out their low idea of 
the importance of *Chriſtianity 1 in general, 


| their inadequate conceptions of all its leading W 


doctrines, and the effect hereby naturally | 
produced in relaxing the ſtrictneſs of its prac- 

tical item; ; more than all, we have remarked 

their grand fundamental, miſconception. at ats: 
_ and eſſential nature. Let not there- "Difference. 


ore the difference between them and true e 
believers be conſidered as a minute differ- real Chrife 
ence, as a queſtion of forms or opinions, firſt imper- 


The queſtion 1 is of the very ſubſtance of Re- en 
ligion; the difference 1 of the moſt ſerious Ce. 
and. momentous amount. We muſt ſpeak 
out. Their C hriftianity ig not Cv. Mianity. 

It wants the radical principle. It is mainly 
defective in all the grand conſtituents. Let 


them no longer har be deceived by names 
m A matter of infinite bo e but with 


BEE. " ; 
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ſe Nele. 
Nation 
Frequent 
ſources of 
_ ſelf decep- 
tion point- 
ed on. | 


PRACTICAL Ades To 
humble prayer to the ſource of all wiſdom, 


that he would enlighten their underſtanding, 


and clear their hearts from prejudice, let 
them ſeriouſly examine by the Seripture 
ſtandard their -real 'belief and-allowed prac- 
tice, and they will- become ſenſible of the 
eee of their oo ſyſtern. hart 


\ 


kT through the bleling of Ploviitelice.c on 
any thing which may have been here written, 
there ſhould be any whom it has diſpoſed to 
this importantduty bf ſelf-inquiry; ; letmepre- 
viouſly warn them to be well aware af our na- 
tural proneneſs tothink too favaurably of our- 
ſelves. Selfiſhneſs is one of the principal 


fruits of the corruption of human nature; and 


tt is obvious that ſelfiſhneſs diſpoſes us to over- 
rate our good qualities, and to overlook or ex- 
tenuate our defects. The corruption of human 


nature therefore being admitted, it follows 


5 undeniably, that in all our reckonings, if we 


| would form a juſt eſtimate of our character, 


we muſt make an allowance for the effects 


of ſelfiſhneſs. It isalfo another effect of the 


corruption of human nature, to cloud our 


moral ſight, and blunt our moral ſenſibility, 


| Something muſt therefore be allowed for this 


effect likewiſe. Doubtleſs, the perfect purity 
of the Supreme * makes him ſee in us 


* 


various DESCRIPTIONS or 'PERSONS. Ts 


another awful conſideration be forgotten. 
When we look into ourſelves, thoſe fins only 
into which we have lately fallen are com- 
monly apt to excite any Lively impreſſion. 
Many individual acts of vice, or a continued 
courſe of vicious or diffipated conduct, which, 


When recent, may have ſmitten us with deep 


remorſe, after a few months or years leave 


but very faint traces in our recollection; at 


leaft, thoſe acts alone continue to ſtrike us 


ſtrongly, which were of very extraordi- 
nary magnitude. But the ſtrong impreſſions 
which they at firſt excited, not the faded 


images 'which they ſubſequently preſent to 
us, furniſh the true meafure of their guilt. 
Aa to the pure eyes of God, this guilt muſt 


always have appeared far greater than to us. 


Now to the Supreme Being we muſt believe 


that there is no paſt or future; as Whatever 


will be, ſo e has been is retained by 


hirn in preſent and unvarying contemplation, 
continuing always to appear juſt the fame as 
at the firſt moment of its happening. Well 


may it then humble us in the ſight of that 


Being who is of purer eyes than to behold. 


iniquity, to call to mind, that unleſs our of- 


Fences have been blotted out by our obtaining 


ans 
Rains far more in number, and deeper in dye, CHAP. 
than we ourſelves can diſcover. Nor ſhould the ; 


| 
| 
i 


| PRACTICAL. HINTS TO: 


* 


CHAP. an; Fry in the ſatisfaction of. Chriſt, 


VII. 


| through true repentance and lively, faith, .we 


appear. before him, clothed with the fins of 
our whole lives i in all their original depth of 
colouring, and with all the aggravations 
which we no longer particularly remember, 
but which, 10 general, We, per haps, may re- 


calle&t to Have once filled us with ſhame and 


confuſion of face. The writer is the rather 
deſirous of enforcing this reflection, becauſe 
he can truly declare, that he has found no 
conſideration ſo efficacious in Producing iu in 


. WR. pine the Gepelt, ſelfabaſement. 


I treating _ n= 3 a the "exrqncous 
eſtimates which we form of our religious 


and moral character, it may not, perhaps, be 
without its uſes to take this occaſion of 


inting out ſome other common ſprings of 


ſelf-deception. | Many perſons, as was for- 
merly hinted, are miſled by the favourable 


opinions entertained of them by others; : 


jy many, it is to be feared, miſtake a hot zeal 


for orthodoxy, for a cordial, acceptance of 
the great truths of the Goſpel; and almoſt 
all of us, at one time or other, are more or 
leſs miſled by confounding the ſuggeſtions of 


the underſtanding with the impulſes of the 


yh the aſſent which our judgement gives 
; ns ” 00 
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to religious and moral truths, with" a | hearty 
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There is another frequent pie wm gell. 
e which is productive of ſo much 
miſehief in life, that though it may appear 1 to 


lead to ſome degree of repetition, it would 


1 . 


be highly! improper to omit the mention of ing of all 


it in this place, That we may be the 
underſtood, it may be proper to premi 


Certain particular vices, and likewiſe that 


2 8 . 1 
CHAP. 
6 IEs 4 
a" 


> 1 2 


Outgrow- 4 
ing, or 

merely 4 
changing 
our vices, | 
e | 1 
for fark. - - 


: 
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eertain particular good and amiable quali- 
ties, ſeem naturally to belong to certain par- 


ticular periods and conditions of life. N ow, 
if we would reaſon fairly 1 in eſtimating | our 
moral character, we ought to examine our- 
| ſelves with reference to that particular « fin 
* which does moſt eaſily beſet us,” not to 


ſome other ſin to which we are not nearly 


ſo much liable. And in like manner, on the 


other hand, we ought not to account it mat- 


ter of much ſelf-complaceney, if we ſind in 


ourſelves that good and amiable quality which 
naturally belongs to our period or condition; 
but rather look for ſome leſs ambiguous ſign 
of a real internal principle of virtue: But 
we are very apt to reverſe theſe rules of judg- 
| lf 4 5 are Aired ED on en dns Hand, both 


+ in 


PRACTICAL HINTS. . 


in Ts. and in others, to at 6 the 
& beſetting ſin,” taking and giving credit for 
being exempt from others, to which we or 
they are leſs liable; and on the other hand, 
to value ourſelves extremely on our palſefiion 
of the good or amiable. quality. which na- 
turally belongs to us, and to require no more 
ſatisfactory evidence of the ſufficiency at leaſt 
of our moral character. The bad effects of 
this partiality are aggravated by the practice 
to which we are ſadly prone, of being con- 
tented, when we take a haſty view of our- 
ſelves, with negative evidences of our ſtate, 
thinking it very well if we are not ſhocked 
by ſome great actual trandgreflion, inſtead of 
2 for the poſitive ſigns of a eee 
tian, as laid down in the Al: APES: {5} 


. But the ſource of ee Which it 
* is more particularly our prefent object to 
Point out, is a diſpoſition to conſider as a con- 
queſt of any particular vice, our merely for- 
pg it on our quitting the period or con- 
dition of life to which that vice belongs, 
when, perhaps alſo we ſubſtitute for it the 
.vice of the new period or condition on which 
we are entering. We thus miſtake our merely 
outgrowing our vices, or our relinquiſhing 
them from ſome change in our worldly cir- 
EC oo eat  curnſtances, 


1 VARIOUS DESCRIPTIONS! or PERSONS. 429; 
cittiftarices, for # thoroughs e or at leaſt for a CRAP; | 
roman form | 125 | 


n is bie ever ebe ve wache uns e 
more cloſely. Young people may, without” ; 
much offence, be inconſiderate and diſſipated: 
the youth of one ſex may indulge occaſion- 
ally in licentious exceſſes; thoſe of the other 
may be ſupremely given up to vanity and 
pleaſure; yet, provided that they are ſweet 

tempered, and open, and not difobedient to 
their parents or other ſuperiors, the former 9 
are deemed good hearted young men, the lat- 15 | 
ter, innocent young women. Thoſe who love | 
them beſt have no folicitude about their A 
ſpiritual 'interefts; and it would be. deemed =? 
ſtrangely ſtrict in themſelves, or in others, a | 
doubt of their becoming more religious as 
they advance in life; to ſpeak of them as 
being actually under the divine difpleafore; 
or, if their lives ſhould be in danger, to en- 
tertain any apprehenſions Ae e their 
future + wine a | e 1 
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| ——— grow. ain, 400 marry. The 
fame. licentiouſneſs, Which «was formerly. 
conſidered in young men as a venial frailty, wt 


is now no longer regarded in the huſband. 
and the father as compatible with the cha- 
rater of a decently religious man. The 

Cj «|» *- n_ 


CHAP.) 3 is 0 this ſort; 
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h 1 92 1 
- <© their wild oats, they muſt -now reform, 
3 and be regular.” Nor perhaps is the ſame 
manifeſt p predominance of vanity and diſſipa- 
tion deemed innocent in the matron; but if N 
they are kind reſpectively in their conjugal and 
parental relations, and are tolerably regular 
and decent, they pals for mighty good 5 of 

people, and it would be altogether unneceſ- 
ſary ſerupuloſity i in them to doubt of their 
coming up to the requiſitions of the divine 
law, as far as in the preſent ſtate of the world 
can be expected from human frailty. Their 
hearts, however, are perhaps no more than 
before ſupremely ſet on the great work of 
their ſalvation, but are chiefly bent on in- 
creaſing their fortunes, or raiſing their fa- 
milies. Meanwhile they congratulate them- 
ſelves on their having amended from vices 
which they are no longer ſtrongly tempted 
to commit, or their abſtaining from which 
ought not to be too confidently aſſumed as a 
teſt of the ſtrength of the religious principle, 
fince the commiſſion of them would preſu- | 
dice their characters, and a. e 
ar rung ig Me. VVV 
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be deemed Wale time to make eternal 
s ee the main object of attention, No ſuch 
thing! There is ſtill an appropriate 8⁰0⁰ 
quality, the preſence of which calms the 
diſquietude, and ſatisſies the requiſitions both 
of themſelves and of thoſe around them. 
It is now required of them that they ſhould 
be good natured and cheerful, indulgent to 
the frailties and follies of the young, remem- 
bering, that when young themſelves they 
gave into the ſame: practices: how oppoſite 
this to that dread of ſin, which is the ſure 
characteriſtic of the true Chriſtian; which 
cauſes him to look back upon the vices of 
his own youthful days with ſhame and ſor- 
row, and which, inſtead of conceding to 
young people to be wild and thoughtleſs, as 
a privilege belonging to their age and cir- 
ee prompts him to warn thern 
againſt what had proved to himſelf matter 
of ſuch bitter retroſpection. Thus, through- 
out the whole of life, ſome means or other 
are deviſed for ſtifling the voice of conſeience. 
« We cry peace while there is no peace, 
and both to ourſelves and others that com- 
placency is furniſhed, which ought only to 
proceed from a conſciouſneſs of being recon- 
| nin to God, ànd a dureh hope * our 8 
h r,, ee 


aerial urn vo . 


emae., wt now that theſe ſentiments will be term. 
' ed uncharitable; but I muſt not be deterred 
Dre by ſuch an imputation. It is time to have 
n dis: with that ſenſeleſs cant of charity, 
which inſults the underſtandings, and trifles 
with the feelings of thoſe Who are really con- 
cerned for the happineſs of their fellow. 
creatures. What matter of keen remorſe 
and of bitter ſelf-reproaches are they ſtoring 
| up for their future torment, Who are them- 
: ſelves its miſerable dupes, or who, being 
charged with the office of watching over the 
eternal intereſts of their children or relations, 
ſuffer themſelves to be lulled aſleep, or be- 
Suiled by ſuch ſhallow reaſonings into ſpar- 
ing themſelves the momentary pain of ex- 
ecuting their important duty. Charity, 1n- 
deed, is partial to the object of her regard, 
and where actions are of a doubtful quality, 
this partiality diſpoſes her to refer them to a 
good, rather than to a bad motive. She is 
apt alſo fornewhat to exaggerate merits, 
and to ſee amiable quatitics | in a light more 
_ favourable: than that which ſtrictly belongs 
to them. But true charity is wakeful, fer- 
vent, full af ſolicitude, full of good offices, 
not ſo eaſily ſatisfied, not ſo ready to believe 
that every thing is going on hy as a mate | 
ter of n 3 but e of 1 5 
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dase danger, and a Pg ts Send sg "ves. þ 
Thiele are the ymptoms by which . 
Siard will manifeſt itſelf in A Wife or a mother; "= | 
in the'caſe of the bodily health of the object of - = | 
her affectibns: Aud where there is any real . 


3 


roncern for the ſpiritual intereſts of others; it | 
18 characteriſed by the fame infallible ark!) | 
That wretched quality, by which the mas | 3 
name of charity is now ſo generally and fo © | | 
falſely uſurped, is no other than indifference; | 
hich, againft the plaineſt evidence, or at 
leaſt ts there is ſtrong ground of mann  - 
henfion, is eaſily contented to believe that wy 
goes well, - becauſe it has no anxieties to allay; 1 
. no fears to repreſs. It undergdes no alter- 3 
nation of paſſions; it is not at one time | 
Avſhed with hope, nor at ant zer chilled 4 
. Po 7 wan 


. 


Toa Sa rte and a fucking b mind; ae | 
* : ing deeply affliting 3 in ſeeing t the en» | 
gaging cheerfulneſs and cloudlefs gaiety in: = 
_ Eident to youth, welcomed as a ſufficient in- 
dication of internal purity by the delighted 
parents, Wo, knowi ng the deceitfulnefs of 
theſe flattering appearances, ſhould Sq ih 
avail” themſelves of this s period, v | 
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period when the ſoft and ductile a of 
the mind. renders it more eaſily ſuſceptible 
of the impreſſions we deſire, and when, there- 
2 fore, habits ſhould be formed, which may aſ- 
ſiſt our natural, weakneſs to reſiſt the tempta- 
. tions to which we ſhall be expoſed in the 
commerce of maturer life. This is more 
* (ſpecially affecting in the female ſex, becauſe 
that ſex ſeems, by the very couſtitution of 
its nature, to. be more favourably diſpoſed 
"than ours to the. feeli ngs. and offices of Re- 
ligion; thus fitted by the bounty of Provi- 
dence, t the better to execute the important 
taſk which devolves on it, of the education 
of our earlieſt youth. Doubtleſs, this more 
_ favourable. diſpoſition. to Religion in the fe- 
male ſex was graciouſly deſigned alſo to make 
women doubly valuable in the wedded ſtate; 
and it ſeems to afford to the married man 
the means of rendering an active ſhare in the 
buſineſs of life more compatible than it would 
otherwiſe be with the livelieſt devotional feel- 
| ings; ; that when. the huſband ſhould return 
.to his family, worn and haraſſed. by worldly 
cares or profeſſional labours, the 1 ha- 
bitually preſerving a warmer and more un- 
impaired ſpirit of devotion than is perhaps 
conſiſtent With being immerſed i in the buſtle 
ut 11 8 revive Is, a 


E, By lar guid piety, 0 
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that the religious, impreſſions of both might ner 

| 4 lerive new force and tenderneſs from the 
animating: ſympathies of. conjugal affeftion: + May 
Nome a more pleaſing image be — 
to a conſiderate mind, than that of a couple, 

happy in each other and in the pledges of 

their mutual love, uniting in an act of grate- 
ful adoration to the author of all their mer- 
cies, recommending, each other, and the ob⸗ 

: 3 of their common care, to the divine pro- 
tection, and repreſſing the ſolicitude of con- 
jugal and parental tenderneſs by a confiding 
hope, that, through all the changes of this 
uncertain life, the Diſpoſer of all things wil _* 
aſſuredly cauſe all to work together for the 
good of them that love and put their truſt i in 
him; and that after this uncertain ſtate.ſhall 
have paſſed away, they ſhall be admitted to 
A Joint participation of never ending happi- 

. neſs. It is ſurely no mean or ignoble office 
which we would allot. to the female ſex; © 
when we. would thus commit to them. the 8 85 
charge of maintaining in lively exereiſe whats "IG 
ever emotions moſt dignify and adorn human 
.naturez when we would make them as it 
were the medium of our intercourſe with 
the heavenly world, the faithful repoſitories 
of the religious principle, for the beneſit both 
3 or priſent and of the riſing generation. 


„ EF he, ol Muſt 
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WL at once of their own pec 
the high office which Providence defigned 


* 
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Mot it tot chen excite our grief and Ad- 
nation, when we behold mothers forgetful 


their daughters to fulfil, exciting, inſtead of 
endeavouring to moderate in them, the na- 
tural fungwineneſs ufd incofffideratenefs of 
_ youth; hurrying ther night after at to 
the reſorts of thus teachin 
to deſpiſe the cinen corriforts of the family 
rircle, and- inftead of ſtriwing to raiſe their 
views, arid to direct their affections to their 
true object, acting as * with lie Expreſs de- 
on Ttadi inguiſh every ſpark of a 
U fpirit, and to Kindle in in its ſtead an 


liar duties, and of 


prong love of 'pleafare, and, perhaps, a 


principle of extravagant 9 "ONS ardent 
e 


men ! Wherein does this goodneſs of heart and 
this #mocence appear? Remember that we 


are fallen creatures, born in fin, and naturally 
depraved. Chriſtianity recogniſes no ins. 
cence or goomeſs of heart, but in the remi 


fon of fit, and in the effects of the operation | 


of divine grace. Do we find in theſs-young 
perſons'the IP ers Which the Holy Scrip- 
tures lay down n a8 "the * ſaxisfactory e- 


dences 


. 
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Aduences of a ſaſe ſtate? Do we not on the szer. ? 
other hand diſcover the ſpecified marks of a 1 
tate of alienation. from, God? Can the ST 
blindeſt parti 7 le itſelf that th 
are loving or ſtriving « to love God with Mi 
+ their Hearts, and minds, and fouls k, and 4 
- a ftrength * Are they * $6 ſeeking Eſt the 1 4 
« kingdom of God, and his rt chteoufneſs? 15 
Are they. * Working. cht their 0h with 
* fear and trembling?” Are they « clothed : 
. 2 „e llity? Are they. not, on the con- 
tray, ſupremely ven vp to ſelf-indulgence? 
Are. they not at leaſt .* lovers of pleaſure 
“more than lovers of God?” Are the offices - 
of Religion their, ſolace or their taſk?, Ds „ 
they nat come to theſe. ſacred ſeryices 1 
reluctance, continue in them by conſtraint, 
and quit Gets with gladneſs? And of how 
many of theſe perſons may it not be affirmed. 
in the ſpirit of the 1 -ophet's 8 language: | 
„The harp and d the viol, the tabret and er | 
* and wine, are in their feaſts; : but the 
« gard not the works. of the Lord, ne her 
6 -confider the 0 eration of his hands?” Are 
not the youth o 1 ſex often actually Cong 
mitting, and till more often willing for the 
opportunity to commit thaſe ſins of which 
| Seripture aus expreſily, that they Winch : 
| ſ * duch! things cannot inherit the king 


EV? 
Y 


OO. ; def 


boy EOS 4 1 
438 a PRACTICAL As To. 


on AP, £ of God! . Are not the 3 th: of the other | 
N mainly intent on the gratification. of vanity, 
ye and looking for their chief bappineſs to che 5 
reſorts of. gaiety and faſhion, to all the multi- 
plied leaſures Which public Places, or the 
ſtill higher 1 of more : Felined 


* 
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4 404 ak When 1 at buhlen of 

. v 2 warmth” are over, What 18 their 
boaſted reformation ? 2 "They r may be decent, 
ſober, uſeful, reſpectable, as members of the 
community, or amiable in the relations of 
e life. 5 But 18 this the chang ge of 


Flax. which it uſes, and od gef for e 
& Except a man be born again, he cannot en- 
« ter into the kingdom of God.” —« The 0d 
% man was corrupt according to the deceitful 
66 luſts;” expreſſions but too deſcriptive _ of 
the vain delirium of youthful « diſſi ipation, and 
of the falſe dreams, of Pleafure which it in- 
ſp ires 3 of but the new man” 18 awakened 
from this fallacious eſtimate of happineſs ; ; 


e 


40 s of him that created him — He is created 


a « Her God in „ and true holi- 
neſs,” . The perſons of whom we are ſpeak- i 
ing are no long ger, indeed, ſo thoughtleſs, and 

5 wild, 


wi! W e as former Hob ſo negli- 
on” in their gere, e of real va 
proge: to yield to dhe oo Es appetites X 
But this is no more than the change of Which 


a writer of no very ſtrict Dee, -r WN | 


Maa Tg ws DA 5 5 ne ee 
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e Guile, Par pp ane ina, Feen 
Quarie opes, & amicitias : inſervit honori: 


Oe hes 8 
| Commiliſle cavet, quod mox c miutare laboret. 5 
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This is * > quot b aeg {iriportanoss * ket al 
it not be thought tedious to ſpend even yet 
a few more moments in the diſeuſſion of it. 

Put the queſtion to another iſſue, and try it 


by appealing to the principle of life being i; 


ſtate of probation; a | propoſition, indeed, 
true in a certain ſenſe, though not exactly in 
that which is ſometimes aſſigned to it, and 
you will ſtill be led to no very different con- 
eluſion. Probation implies reſiſting, in obe- 
dience to the dictates of Religion, appetites 
which we are naturally prompted to gratify. 
Young people are not tempted to be churliſh, 
intereſted, eovetous, but to be inconſiderate of 
and diſſipated ; lovers' of _ ifure 
than lovers of God.“ People /aga; 
middle age Are not ſo f W N. 
. | 1 4 


| nan; be * adeg, and idle, and 3 "SLY 
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exceſſes of this fort they are ſufficiently with, 
" beld, particularly when happily ſettled in do · 
meſtic life, by a regard to their characters, by 
the reſtraints of family. connections, and by a 
ſenſe of what 1 is due to the decencies of the 
married ſtate. Their probation. ; is of another 
ſort; they are tempted to be ſupremely en- 
groſſed by worldly cares, by family intereſts, 
by profeſſional Objects, b by Y the purfuit of 
wealth or of ambition, Tos occupied, they 
are tempted to mind earthly rather than 
heaven) things, forgetting e the one 
thing needful; to“ ſet their affections on 
temporal rather than eternal” concerns, and 
to take up with! a form of godli ef,” inſtead 
of ſeeking to experience the power thereof; 
the. foundations: of this nominal Religion be- 
Ang laid, as was formerly explained more at 
large, in the forgetfulneſs, if not in the lig - 
norance, of the Peculiar doctrines of Chriſti- | 
anity. Theſe are the ready-made Chriſtians 
formerly; ſpoken! of, who confider Chriſtia- 
nity as: a gedgraphical term, properly appli- 
wo My all Mio who: baun berg born. 2, 


— . 


is: profelled,. oe as Jodiesting ry renewed 
nature, as expreſſive of re charadter, 


1 its . 


To: aways 955 this — th ar" 
admonition of Chriſt 1 18 Ry ee, 100 1 know 
2 yy thaw & haſt a name= 


f * 9 | uf ; 
« < {and engthen 
's 7 0 has 
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liſten to this ſolemn warning, who is 
4 er Fe from his n of falſe ay 
Chriſtian 51 [166 Hs not aide 
te thoſe mat peg of ſeri 


1 edulouſſy cheriſh them as the &/ ae 
66 5 ings of the Divine Spirit, which would 
draw him from the “ broad and crowded 
road of deſtrution into the narrow and 
< thinly peopled path that leadeth t0 gh 
5 Let him retire from the multitude Let 
him enter into his cloſet, and or his bong? 
ed knees implore, for Chrifts fake, and in 
reliance on his mediation, that God would 
take away from him the heart of ſtone, 
and give him a heart of fleſh ;”* that the 
Father of light would open his 2 to * 
true ee ere and clear — we fror 
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exar, ful medium of ſelf-love. Then let him 
vi. carefully examine his paſt life, and his pre- 
ſent: courſe of conduct, comparing himſelf 
with God's word, and conſidering how any 
one might reaſonably have been expected to 
conduct himſelf, to whom the Holy Scrip- 
tures had been always open, and who had 
been uſed to acknowledge them to be the 
| revelation of the will of his 3 and 
Covernor, and Supreme Bene fact 4: let 
him there Peruſe. the awful eee 
Aagainſt impenitent ſinners; let bim labour 
to become more and more deeply impreſſed 
5 with R ſenſe of his own. Laden blindneſs 
contemplate, in all its bearings ind connec- 
tions, that ſtupendous truth, the incarnation 
and. crucifixion of tlie only begatten Son of God, 
and the meſſage of mercy proclaimed from the 
croſs to repenting finners,—** Be ye reconcil- 
ed unto God.” —* Believe in the Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt; and wow Het 8 agua 


— 
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When he a ene "that an ok 9 
by the coſtly ſatisfaction which was required 
to atone for it, and the worth of his ſoul by 
the price which was paid for its redemption, 

and contraſts both of theſe with his own fot- 

tiſh inconſiderateneſs; when he reflects on the 
amazing love and pity of Chriſt, and on the 
oe "On 
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which he has hitherto returned this infinite 


obligation, making light of the precious 
blood of the Son of God, and trifling with 
the gracious invitations of his e 5 
ſurely, if he be not loſt to ſenſibility, mixed 


emotions of guilt, and fear, and ſhame, and 
remorſe, and forrow, will nearly overwhelm 


his foul; he will ſmite upon his breaſt, and 


ery out in the language of the publican, 


Hop God be merciful to me a ſinner.” But, | 
bleſſed be God, ſuch an one needs not de- 


ſpair—it 1 is to perſons in this very fituation; 


and with theſe very feelings, that the offers 


of the Goſpel are held forth, and its pro- 
miſes aſſured; «to the weary and heavy laden 
under the burthen of their ſins?” to them 


who thirſt for the water of life; to them 3 
who feel themſelves tied and bound by the 


chain of their ſins; © who abhor their eap- 


cold and formal acknowled gements with szer. 


XL 


* tivity, and long earneſtly for deliverance.” Ba 


Happy, happy fouls! which the grace of _ 


God has viſited, © has brought out of dark- 
„ neſs into his marvellous light, and from 


5 the power of Satan unto God.” Caſt your- 
ſelves heh on his undeſerved mercy 3 he is 


full of love, and will not ſpurn you; furren- 


der yourſelves into his hands, and folemnly 
885 , throv Sh his Grace, to dedicate hence- | | 
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anf. forth e your ae, an powers to bi 


"i 


It is yours now © to wark out your own 


“ fabvation with fear and trembling,” rely. 


ing on the fidelity of him who has promiſed 


to © work in you both to will and to do of 


« his good Peine Ever look to him for 


help; your only ſafety conſiſts i in a deep and 


abiding ſenſe of your own weakneſs, and in 
2 firm reliance on his ſtrength. | If. you 
“give all diligence,” his power is armed for 
your protection, his truth is pledged for your 


ſecurity. You are enliſted under the banner 
of Chriſt Fear not, though the world, and 


* the fleſh, and the devil are ſet. in array 

, againſt you,” “ Faithful is he that bath 
« promiſed;”—* be ye alſo faithful unto death, 

6 and ye ſhall poſſeſs a crown of life,” — 

« He that - endureth to the end, the ſame 

4 ſhall be ſaved,” In ſuch a world as this, 

in ſuch a ſtate of ſociety as ours, eſpecially if 


in the higher walks of life, you muſt be 


progres. to meet with many difficulties— 
yourſ ves, therefore, 1 in — firſt place, 


| ih a a determined reſolution not to rate hu- 
man eſtimation beyond its true value; ; not 


to dread the charge of particularity, when it 


ſhall be neceſſ e e it; but as Was be · 
1 N Tore 
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Fe a to i 8 your e — 3 2 


that bright aſſemblage of inviſible ſpectators, 
who are the witneſſes of your daily conduct, 
and to ſeek that honour which cometh from 
God. You canno advance a ſingle ſtep til 
you are in ſome good meafure x 

this comparative To penn to the favour 


of men. We have before explained ourſelves 
too clearly to render it neceſfary to declare, 
that no one ſhould needlefily affect fingula- 


rity ; but to aim at incompatible advan- 
tages, to ſeek to pleaſe God and the world, 


where their commands are really At variance, 


is the way to be neither reſpectable, nor 
goed, nor 1 N Continue to be ever awart 


of your own radical corruption and habitual 


weakneſs, In truth, if your eyes be really 


opetied, and your heart truly ſoftened, © hun- 


„gering and thirſting after righteouſneſs, 
rifing in your ideas of true holineſs, and 


proving the genuineneſs of your hope by de- 


firing © to purify yourſelf even as I 


pte, 5 you will become daily more and | 
more ſenſible of your own defects, and wants, 


and. wenkneſſes, and more and more Hh 
preſſed by a ſenſe of the mercy And 1 


— & that " Saviour, *xho 
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- This 18 3 > Ga of 3 ww Aa man * 


; the world might ſeem a ſtrange paradox, that 


in proportion as the Chriſtian grows in grace, 


he grows alſo in humilty. - Humility is in- 


deed the vital principle of Chriſtianity; that 
Principle by which from firſt to laſt ſhe lives 


and thrives, and in proportion to the growth 

or decline of which ſhe muſt decay or flouriſh. 
This firſt diſpoſes the ſinner in deep - ſelf- 
abaſement to accept the offers of the Goſpel; 
this, during his whole progreſs, is the very 


ground and baſis of his feelings and conduct, 


both in relation to God, his fellow creatures, | 
and himſelf; and Whew at length he ſhall be 


tranſlated. into the realms of = this prin- 


ciple ſhall ſtill ſubſiſt in undiminiſhed force; 


he ſhall fall down and caſt his crown before 


e the lamb, and aſcribe bleſſing, and honour, 
and . and power, to him that ſitteth 


47 upon the — and to the lamb, for ever 


<« and ever.” The practical! benefits of this 
habitual lowlineſs of ſpirit are too numerous, 


and at the fame time too obvious to require 


enumeration, It will lead you to dread the 
beginnings, and fly from the occaſions of fits, 


7 as. Ae: MAN. would ſhun ſome infectious diſ. 


N 7 


0 ho ſhould en e pre- ner. 
Ae ee the contagion. It will pre- 5 
vent a thouſand difficulties, and decide a 
thouſand queſtions concerning worldly com- 
pliances, by which thoſe perſons are apt to 

be embarraſſed, who are not duly ſenſible of 
85 their own exceeding, frailty, whoſe views of 
4 the Chriſtian character ate not ſufficiently 
celevated, and who are not enough pollefſed 
with a continual fear of © grieving the Holy 
= Spirit of God,“ and of thus provoking him 
to withdraw his gracious influence, But if - 
vou are really ſuch as we have been deſeribing, 
you need not be urged to ſet the ſtandard of 
4 practice high, and to ſtrive aſter univerſal 
holineſs. It is the deſire of your hearts to 
act in all things with a ſingle eye to the fa- 
vour of God, nag thus the moſt ordinary ac- _ 
tions of life are raiſed into offices of Religion. 
This is the purifying, the tranſmuting prin- 
. ciple which realizes the fabled touch, which 
changes all to gold. But it belongs to this 
deſire of pleaſing God, that we ſhould be 
| continually, ſolicitous to diſcover the path of 
duty; that we ſhould not indolently, wait, 
ſatisfied with not refu ſing occaſions of glori- 
ring God, when they are forced upon us, but 
that we ſhould pray to God for wiſdom and 
: pang, . chat We be act | e 
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Iff iprovidk 8 — Guard 2 againſt 
. diſtraction of worldly cares, and'cultiv 
heavenly mindednefs, and a ſpirit of conti- 
nual prayer, and neglect not to watch in- 
ceſſantly over the workings of your deceitfi 
heart; Whit be active alſo, an "uſefol; Let 
not your precious time be walted' % in a e- 
* leſs idleneſs;“ an admonition which; in our 
days, is rendered but tob neceſſary by the re- 
laxed habits of perſons even of real piety; 5 
but wiſely huſband and improve this Heeting N 
treaſure. Never be ſatisſied with your pre- 
ſent attainments; bdt forgetting the things 
which are behind, © labour ftill to pres for- 
* ward” with undiminiſhed energy, And to 
run the race that is ſet mar you. without 
; ** in your courſe. 


ove” , Weal ure your Fe "= your 
| | 111 = Th love to God and man. God 
1 e hy tis Js the facred Principle 
85 Ai warms and enlightens the heaven 
3 World, that bleſſed ſeat of God": s.gifiÞ16 4 Pre- 
ſence. There it thihes with undlondled Ta- 
diance. Some ſcattered beams of it are gra- 


*ci6ufly lenk to us on earth, or We Bad been 


denen And laßt dates Aa kite; 
but 


* 


* 


vanzows pp5cktTIONS OF PERSONS, 
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Ager ortion of it is infuſed into the 
"hearts 0 che : ervants of God, WhO thus « he 
© renewed ; in the divine likeneſs,” and even 


| 7280 


_he 


18 


of th their heavenly ather, . It is the, principle 
of loye 1 which diſpoſes them to yield them- 


ſelves. up 75 Dag reſerve to the ſetvice of 
; bien « Who. has 


F331 


$ bought | them with the, Price 
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notion of Chriſtian. pradtice a among the bulk Ber 


f. nominal Chriſtians. 1 They g give no more 
than they dare not with- hold; they abſtain 
from nothing g but What they muſt. not practiſe. 
of any action, and the conſequent obligation 
to defiſt from it, they reply to you 1 in the very 


ſpirit of Shylock, © they cannot find it in 


the bond. In ſhort, they know Chriſtianity 
only as a ſyſtem of reſtraints. She is de- 
ſpoiled 1 and generous prineiple; ; 


ſhe is rendered almoſt unfit for the ſocial in- 


tercourſes, of life, and is only ſuited to the 
Sloomy walls of that cloiſter, in which they 


ere Exhibit wh es, traces of the image 


n you Nate to them the doubtful quality 


41 


is 


ww” 9 


would confine her. But true Chriſtians con- 


0 ſider themſelves not as ſatisfying ſome rigo- 


ee — but as diſcharging a debt of 


0 „ tinted 


1 19 heirs is e not the 
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Klinted r return of a a conſtrained obedienc 85 hüt 
"the large and liberal meafure of a voluntary 
"Tervice. This principle, therefore, as Was 
formerly remarked, and "as has been re- 
cently obſerved of true Chriſtian "humility, 
prevents: a thouſand practical embarraſſments 
By. "which they are continually haraſſed, who 
from a leſs generous, motive, and WhO 
require it to be clearly aſcertained to them, 
that any gratification or worldly compliance, 
bog? may be in queſtion, is beyond the al- 
wed bender) line of Chriſtian practice &. 


Fat principle regulates the true Chriſtian's 


N choice of companions! and friends, where he 


"3s at liberty to inake an option; fir fs hin 
Wich the deſire of promoting the tetnporal 


983 Neither will I offer burnt offerings! unto'ths Lops: my 
"God, (fays David) of that which doth coſt me nothing, 


2 Sam. xxiv. 24. 


They (the Apoſtles) departed From the counſel, rejoicing 


t they were counted worthy to ſuffer for the name of 


Jeſus. Acts v. 41. See alſo 1 Peter iv. 13. James i. 2. 
Heb, ; 34+ 1 Theſſ. vi. 

Such are the marks exhibited in Scripture of a Wee 
to God; and though our regard for our common Lord is not 


put to the ſame ſevere teſt as that of the Apoſtles and firſt 


_ Chriſtians was, yet if the ſame principle exiſted in us alſo, 
it would ſurely diſpoſe. us to act in the ſpirit of that con- 


* 


A duct, and prompt us rather to be willing to exceed in 


ſelf denials and labours for Chriſt's fake, than to be 


ſo forward as we are to complain, whenever we are called 


upon to perform or to abſtain from any thing, though 
in an inſtance ever ſo little contrary to our inclinations. |. 


well- 


— pity, — | _—_ anxious ſolicitude C. 
. their ſpuitual welfare. Indifference indeed 
in this reſpett is one of the ſureſt figns of a 
low or declinir g ſtate in Religion. þ his ani- 
mating principle. zit is, which in the true 
Chriſtian's happier hour inſpirits his devo- 
tions, and cauſes him to delight in the Wor- 
ſhip of God; Which fills him with conſola- 
ion, and peace, and gladneſs, and 855 . 
even enables him “ to rejoice: n n m- 
*h —— and full of r 12 55 
25 „ 1 world 11 not Jos: 3 place; ; 
here, to the very laſt, he e e a pilgrim 
and a ſtranger; a ſoldier, whoſe; warfare 
ends only with lite, ever ſtruggling and 
combating with the powers of darkneſs, and 
with the temptations of the world around 
him, and the ſtill more dangerous hoſtilities 
of internal depravity. The perpetual viciſ- 
ſitudes of this uncertain ſtate, the peculiar 
trials and difficulties with which the life of 
a Chriſtian is chequered, and ſtill more, the 
painful and humiliating remembrance of his 
cn infirmities, teach him to look forward, 
-almoſt with outſtretched neck, to that pro- 
miſed day, when he ſhall be completely de- 
Avered from the bondage of corruption, and 
ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away. In the 
GG2 anticipation 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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* te Monet) orig and a ene, and Suga; 
revenge, ſo vex and agitate the ſons of men, 
with that bliſsful region Where Love hall 
"feign without diſturburte A where all be- 
ing Etlit together in bönds of indiſſoluble 
friendſhip, | thall unite 1 in one harmonious 
"Jong of Se to the Author sf their common 
happinefs, the true Chfiſtian triumphs over 
the feat of death; he longs to realiſe/theſe 
cheering 1 images; and t6 Wig admiſſion; into 
that bleſſed company.—With far more juſtice 
than it Was originally uſed, he may adopt 
the beautiful Extra O Soph 
illum diem, cum ad Hud divinum animorum 
concilium ctumque proficiſcar,” e ex 
hac turba et colluvione diſeedam. Rated 
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Pallchood What SIE Jon now as well as formerly 


jection that - Temarketd, concerning. the habitual feelings 


we make 


Religion a of the real believer, may ſuggeſt a reply to an 
gloomy objection common in the mouths of nominal 
Chriſtians, that we would deny men the in- 
nocent amuſements and gratifications of life; 
thus cauſing our Religion to wear a gloomy 
forbidding aſpect, inſtead of her true and na- 
- tural face of cheerfulneſs and joy. This isa 
2 0 we 10 > ſerious a u that NOI" 


25 7% 4 THE :-3t 


Yew _— 


A! a 's e or eee 


wt 4 ? — 7 


aber to a take be 245, pk 


Th the firſt . e Religion pietiibits's no 
amuſement or gratification which is really 
innocent. The queſtion; however, of its 
innocence, muſt not be tried by the looks 
maxims of worldly morality, but by the ſpirit 
of the injunctions of the word of God, and 

by-the indulgence being conformable or not 
EAT to the genius of Chriſtianity, 
and to the tempers and diſpoſitions of mind 
enjoined on its profeſſors. There can be no 

diſpute concerning the true end of recrea- 
tions. They are intended to refreſh our ex- 
hauſted bodily or mental powers, and to 
reſtore us, with renewed vigour, to the more 
ſerious occupations of life. "Whatever, there- 
fore, fatigues either body or mind, inſtead of 


refreſhing them, is not fitted to anſwer the 


deſigned purpole. Whatever conſumes more 
time, or money, or thought, than it is expe- 
dient (I might ſay neceſſary} to allot to mere 
amuſement, can hardly be approved by any 
one who conſiders theſe talents as precious 


depoſits for the expenditure of which he will 


haye to give account. Whatever directly or 
indirectly muſt be likely to injure the welfare 
of a fellow creature, can ſcarcely be A. ſuitable 
1 6 G 3 £ recreation 
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- neighbour as himſelf, & 4 very couftent 


drverfion for any one, the buſineſs or 1 oo 
life i is to diffuſe happineſs. e 


But does a Chriſtian never int ? Let us 


not ſo wrong and vilify the bounty of Pro- 


vidence, as to allow for a moment that the 
ſources of i innocent amuſement are fo rare, 
that men muſt be driven, almoſt by conftraint, 
to ſuch as are of a doubtful quality. On the 
contrary, ſuch has been the Creatot's good- 
neſs, that almoſt every one, both of our phy- 


ſical, and intellectual, and moral faculties, and 


the ſame may be 235 of the whole creation 


which we ſee around us, is not only calculated 


to anſwer the proper end of its being, by its 
ſubſerviency to ſome purpoſe of ſolid uſeful- 
neſs, but to be the inſtrument of adminiſter- 
ing W 


ide bee | 
With every food of life to nouriſ man. 
„„ 225 
And muſic to his ear. ; 


Our N Maker allo, 1 in his Kia mY mM con- 


ſtructed us, that even there viciſſitude is 
grateful and refreſhing — A conſideration 
which ſhould prompt us often to ſeek, from a 

. "Foe 
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prudent. variation n of uſe 72 ed that re- SECT. 
Aden, for w ich we are apt to reſort to * 
what is e unproductive and un. — 


trunf ul. 


Vet rich and utiplicd are the ſprings of 
innocent relaxation. The Chriſtian relaxes 
in the temperate uſe of all the gifts of Pro- 
vidence. Imagination, and taſte, and genius, 
and the beauties of creation, and the works 
of art, lie open to him. He relaxes 1 in the 
feaſt of reaſon, i in the intercourſes of ſociety, | 
in the ſweets of friendſhip, 1 in the endear - 
ments of love, in the exerciſe of hope, of 
confidence, of Joy, of gratitude, of univerſal 
good will, of all the benevolent and generous 
affetions, which, by the gracious ordination 
of .gur Creator, while they diſintereſtedly 
intend only happineſs to others, are mol 
ſurely productive to ourſelves of complacency 
and peace. O! little do they know of the 
true meaſure of enjoyment, who can compare 
theſe delightful complacencies With the fri- 
volous pleaſures of diffi pation or the coarſe 

ratifications of ſenſuality. It is no wonder, | 
La that the nominal Chriſtian ſhould 
reluctantly give up, one by one, the pleaſures of 
the world, and look back : upon them, when re- 
e with eyes of wiftfulneſs and [regret, 
GG 4 67 becauſe 
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CHAP, EAT he Pues not the Fweetneſs bir t ? 

VII. delights with which true Chriſtianity repays 
= thoſe trifling ſacrifices, and is greatly unac- 
quainted with the nature of that pleaſantneſs ; 


which is to be found in the. . of Re- 
* f 


It is indeed true, that when any one, PET 
has long been going on in. the groſs and un- 

| reſtrained praktice * vice, is One in his 
career, and enters at firſt on a religious 

courſe, he has much to undergo. Fear, gullt, 
remorſe, ſhame, and various other paſſions, 
ſtruggle and conflict within him. is ap- 
petites are clamorous for their accuſtomed 
gratification, and inveterate habits are ſcarce- 
ly to be denied. He is weighed down by a 
load of guilt, and almoſt overwhelmed by 
the ſenſe of his unworthineſs. But all this 
ought in fairneſs to be charged to the ac- 
count of his paſt ſins, and not to that of his 
preſent repentance. It rarely happens, how- 
ever, that this ſtate of ſuffering continues 
very long. When the mental gloom is the 
blackeſt, a ray of heavenly light occaſionally 
breaks in, and ſuggeſts. the hope of better 
days. Even in this life it, commonly holds 
true, they that ſow i in tears Ja reap in 

40 Joy.“ 2 

Neither, 


VARIOUS 1 paSnterions OF PERSONS. 


Neither, when we maintain, that the ways 
of Religion are ways of pleafantneſs, do we 
mean to deny that the Chriſtian's internal 
ſtate is, through the whole of his life, a 
ſtate of diteipline and warfare. Several of 
the cauſes which contribute to render it ſuch 
have been already pointed out, together 
with the workings of his mind in Felten 
to them; but if he has ſolicitudes and 


griefs peculiar to himſelf, he has “ joys. 
« alſo with which a ſtranger intermeddles | 


* not.” 


„Drink deep,“ however, &« or taſte not,“ 
is a direction full as applicable to Religion, 
if we would find it a ſource of pleaſure, as 
it is to knowledge. A little Religion is, it 
muſt be confeſſed, apt to make men gloomy, 
as a little knowledge to render them vain ; 
hence the unjuſt imputation often brought 
upon. Religion by thoſe whoſe degree of 
Religion is juſt ſufficient, by condemning 
their courſe of conduct, to render them un- 
eaſy; enough merely to impair the ſweetneſs 


of the pleaſures of ſin, and not enough to 


_ compenſate. for the relinquiſhment of them 
by its own peculiar comforts. Thus theſe 
men bring up, as it were, an ill report of 
that — of promiſe, which, in truth, abounds 


with 
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CHAP, with whatever... in our. journey through, lie 
dan beſt refreſh. and ſtrengthen us, _. 


"We, 1 enumerated. ſome ſources of 
F which men of the world may un- 
derſtand, and muſt acknowledge to belong 
to the true Chriſtian; but there are others, 


and thoſe of a ſtill higher claſs, to. which 


they muſt confeſs themſelves ſtrangers. To 
fay nothing of a qualified, I dare not ſay an 


entire, exemption from thoſe diſtracting paſ- 


ſions and corroding cares by which he muſt 


naturally be haraſſed, whoſe treaſure is with- 


in the reach of mortal accidents, there is the 
humble quiet-giving hope of being reconcil- 


ed to God, and of enjoying his favour ; tha at 


ſolid peace of mind, which the 3 can 
neither give nor take away, which reſults 
from a firm confidence in the infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God, and in the unceaſing 


care and kindneſs of a gracious Saviour ; there 


is the perſuaſion of the truth of the divine 
aſſurance, that all ings ſhall work together 
for good. 


When the ule indeed beats high, and we 
are fluſhed with youth, and health, and Viz 
gour; when all goes on proſperouſly, and ſuc- 
ceſs ſeems almoſt to anticipate gur. wiſhes, ; : 

s 15 then 
ig 


_ VARIOUS DESGKIPTIONS OF PERSONS. 


tions of Religion; but when fortune frowns, 
or friends forſake us; when ſorrow, or ſick- 
neſs, or old age, comes upon us, then it is, 
that the ſuperiority of the pleaſures of Reli- 
gion is' eſtabliſhed over thoſe of diffipation 
and vanity, which are ever apt to fly from us 
when we are moſt in want of their aid. 


There is ſcarcely a more melancholy fight 


to a confiderate mind, than that of an old man, 


who is a ſtranger to thoſe only true ſources of 


fatisfaction. How affecting, and at the ſame 


time how diſguſting is it to ſee ſuch an one 


awkwardly catching at the pleaſures of his 
younger years, which are now beyond his 
reach, or feebly attempting to retain them: 
they mock his endeavours and elude his 
graſp. To ſuch an one, gloomrly indeed 
does the evening of life ſet in! All is ſour 
and cheetleſs. He can neither look backward 
with complacency nor forward with hope; 
while the aged Chriſtian, relying on the aſ- 
| fared mercy of his Redeemer, can calmly 
reflect that his diſmiſſion is at hand; that his 
redemption draweth nigh; while his ſtrength 
declines, - and his faculties decay, he can 
quietly repoſe himſelf on the fidelity of God; 
and at the very entrance of the valley of the 
* of death, he can lift up an eye, dim, 


Perhaps, 


den we feel not the want of the conſdla- sac r. 


1. 


— r — 
"EA. xg — - 8 - 
. mrs ne a ere — 
= _— — 5 
We - — * — 


x — 
0 — 2 — 
2 Os — 2 V . * x —— — 3 ——— 
1%, gr» — — ——— — — x. —— ————— — 2 2 == = 
C N a 8 . 


: r 
—— — — 
mr I 


r 


— — — 


— — * — 4 2 
— — — Ie: — 


— 


- 59 — — 
— —— 
— 3% wes 2 4 
1 
D 


—— — 


— 
—— . 
2 art — 2 
n 20 Rh _— 
n N 4 
— — — 7 — * - L 


— — — 
- D fl 


— — — — _ — — ns — — * 


— —— — 


— 


D ͥ et. — — —¹ð¹ er — 
— In — n —x 


CHAP; 
Vil. 


— / 


e ²᷑ĩ SOR WI I ot mp Rr ⁵ p . ⁵⁰ V ²˙ uw ̃ b 112 | 
— — — " 8 
—— — — avs - ALA — — . —— 
— „2*— — — — wy — 4 — 7 — —— — 
—— wt Ie 222 ov ay” - 
- 
- 


PRA C1 o "HINTS; 10 


8 and feeble, yet 1 GI 
ling with hope, and confidently looking for- 
ward to the near poſſeſſion of his heavenly 


inheritance, © to thoſe joys which eye hath 


« not ſeeh, nor ear heard, neither hath it 
6 ENG) into the heart of man to con- 
& Ceive.“ f | | 


Never were there times which inculcated 
more forcibly, than thoſe in which we live, 
the wiſdom of ſeeking a happineſs beyond the 
reach of human viciſſitudes. What ſtriking 
leſſons have we had of the precarious tenure 
of all fublunary poſſeflions. Wealth, and 
power, and proſperity, how peculiarly tranſi- 
tory and uncertain! But Religion diſpenſes 
her choiceſt cordials in the ſeaſons of exigence; 
in poverty, in exile, in ſickneſs, and in death, 
The eſſential ſuperiority of that ſupportwhich 
is derived from Religion is leſs felt, at leaſt 
it 1s leſs apparent, when the Chriſtian is in. 
full poſſeſſion of riches, and ſplendour, and 
rank, and all the gifts of nature; and: for- 
tune, But when all theſe are ſwept away 


by the rude hand of time, or the rough 


blaſts of adverſity, the true Chriſtian ſtands 


like the glory of the foreſt, erect and vigo - 


rous ; ſtripped indeed of his ſummer: foliage, 
but more than ever r diſcovering to the oh-: 
eee | ſerving 
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ſervi pag: the Glick et yp of his ſahſtan⸗ SECT. 
8 21 \Patitere it ſuo est, midoſque per aera ramos 
; ns trunco non frongibus efficit umbram. 
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Alis, 10 150 who ads 5 their full 7 70 
with Fundamental Docłtrines of the Goſpel. 


Ix a former chapter we largely inſiſted on s zr. 


at may be termed the fundamental prac- II. 'l 
tical error of the bulk of profeſſed Chriſ- e | 
tans in our days; their either overlooking 1% 
or miſconceiving the peculiar method Which | | 
the Goſpel has provided for the renovation | 
of our corrupted nature, and for the : attain- | | | 
| ment of. Hy hg Chriſtian grace. n i f | 
F W e + nt 
"Bur" er are bis", on hs right Band | N | | 
and on the left; and our general proneneg, 
when we are flying from one extreme to run | 


into an oppoſite error, renders it neceſſary 
to ſuperadd another admonition. The ge- 
- nerally prevailing error of the preſent day, 
indeed, is that fundamental one which was 
formerly pointed out. But while we attend, 
in the firſt place, to this, and, on the warrant 
both of Scripture and experience, preſeribe 
hearty repentance and lively faith, as the 
only root and foundation of all true hoh- 
| nels, 


ena. Belt we muſt at the ſame eee 
VII. 


of 
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a practical miſtake of another kind. They 
who, with penitent hearts, have humbled 
themſelves before the eroſs of Chriſt, and 
who, pleading his merits as their only 
ground of pardon and acceptance with God, 
have refolved henceforth, through the help 
of his Spirit, to bring forth the fruits ef 
righteouſneſs, are ſometimes: apt to conduct 
themſelves as if they conſidered their Work 
as now done, or at leaſt as if, this were the 
whole they had to do, às often as, by, falling 
afreſh into ſin, another act of repentance and 


faith may ſeem to have become neceſſary. 


There are not a few in our relaxed age, who 


thus ſatisfy themſelves With what may be 


termed general. Chriſtianity, Who feel general 
penitence and humiliation from a ſenſe of 
their ſinfulneſs in general, and general deſires 
of univerſal holineſs; but who neglect that 


vigilant and jealous care with which they 
ſhould labour to extirpate every particular 


corruption, by ſtudying its nature, its root, its 


ramifications, and thus becoming acquainted 
with its fecret movements, with the means 
Whereby it gains ſtrength, and _ the moſt 


TS In like 


: eme ne are far PAN . with per- 


ee alacrity for the Aa + and im- 
ws: prorement 


1 brdhewent o* Aer Chriſtian ad Nor * r. 
WE It unufyal for miniſters, Who preach the 1. 
truths of che Goſpel with fidelity, "ability, 

ü "atid ſucceſs, to be ' themſelves” alſo able to 

the charge of dwelling altogether? in their 

InitruAtions on this general Religion, © inftead 
of Tracing and laying open all the ſecret mo- 
"tions of inward corruption, and inſtructing 
"their heaters how beſt to conduct themſelves 
in every diſtinct part of the Chriſtian war- 

; fare; how beſt to ſtrive agaifiſt each parti- 
'cula vice; and to-cultivate each grace of the 
Chriſtian character. Hence it is, that in 
too many perſons, concerning the fincerity of 

| "whoſe general profeffions ofReligiottwe'ſhould 

be ſorry to entertain a doubt, we yet ſee little 
"progreſs made in the regulation df —— 
pers, in the improvement of their time, 

the reform of their plan of life,” er bility 

to reſiſt the temptation to which they are 

particularly expoſed. They wall. confeſs 
themſelves, in general terms, to be **»11ſerable 
feaners ;"" this is à tenet of their creed, and 
they feel even proud in avowing it. They 
Pima eee alſo lament particular fail- 
but this confeſſion is ſometimes obvi- 
ly: made, in order to draw forth a com- 
pliment for the very oppoſite virtue; and 

Where this is not the caſe, it is often not 

5 é difficult 
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CHAP. . difficult, to detect, under this falſe. iſe, of 


N VII. 


nee a ſecret ſelf-complacency, - aril⸗ 
ing from the manifeſtations-which they! ave 
. afforded « of f their acuteneſs, or candour an diſ- 
covering the inſirmity in queſtion, or pf 
their frankneſs or humility in ue 
ing N II S Will ſcarcely ſeem an illiberal 
ſuſpicion to any one Who either watches 
the Workings of his own heaxt, or Who ob- 
ſeryes, that the faults. confeſſed ii in theſe © in- 
ſtances are yery. ſeldom, thoſe, with w. 
the perſon My eee and ſtrongly 
(changeable... II. Asen einn 


10 NM a Sc Iten ook: in 093 


25 oy warn theſe men, and the 


 »confideration.,is, ſerioully, ,prefled, an their 


n ructors alſo, that they: are in danger of, de- 
ceiving , themſelves. Let tlem beware Jeſt they 
be nominal Chri Mians of anather. fort. Theſe 


perſons, : require to be reminded, that there 


is no ſhort compendious. method. of holineſs, 
but that it muſt be the, buſineſs of their 
whole lixes to grow in grace, and continually 
adding one virtue to another, as far 85,9087 


be, to go on towards perfection.“ [be 
12 only that doeth righteouſneſs. is righteous.” 
Unleſs « they bring forth the fruits of the ſpi- 
« rit „they can have no ſufficient evidence that 

they have received tak; « pit of Chriſt, 


— 


„ * 


without c 


various. —— ons. 
| C7 e — did nu, 92 5 
5 ne Agel at, may 
10 indulge, a. hope what“ „* 4 
Jantzen iel in the g N at leaſt 
THR ph Qbriſt, they, d Are 
| credit u. The world Jars. hen their ſeeret, 


humiliation, nor the er gf their cloſets, 
but it is acute in < eee i 
neſſes ; and if it qbferve that, they have the. 
ſame eagerneſs Fa he purſuit; of wealth; or 
ambition, the fame vain taſte for oftentation. 
and diſplay,. the, 2 ungaysrned tempers, 
which are found in the ity, of an- 
kind, it will treat with contempt their pre- 
tences to ſuperior, ſanctity and indifference 
to worldly, things, and will be hardened. in 
its prejudices againſt the only mode Which 
God has 1 for our: eſcaping the 
wrath to 5 and” EY Were hap- 
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7 dee Che Hay, W. eatecbod c e 
been hen foun moff effectual for the 
7er y particular vice; and for in- 
provement in every branchbf Holineſs. Thus 
ſtudying His" .owh character, and obſervin I 
the mot ſeeret 'workings of his own wid, 
and of bur cotamor nature}the knowledge 
which be wilt acqire ef the hüman Heart 
in general, allt eng of His own, Will 
be of the l ligheſt utility, in enabling him to 
avoid 'br to guard alt the occaſiofis of 
evil and It will alſo tend, above all things, to 
the rob th "of Tuchllity, and to the main- 
tenance 'df that ſobriety of ſpirit and tender- 

nes” of conftience,” which are eminently 
characteriſtic of the true Chriſtian. © It is by 
this unceaſing diligence, as the Apo oſtle de- 
clares, that the eint ot Chriſt Kai" make 


San 0 9411 14 2 * i 

500. It may not be amiſs to mention a fow aſeful publica- 
tions bf chis ſort. Walton's Lives; particularly the laſt 
edition by Mr. Zouch; Gilpin's Lives; the Lives of Biſhop 4 
Bedell and Biſhop Bull; of Archbiſhop Uſher ; ſome ex- 
tracts from Burnet of the The of the incomparable Leighton, 
prefixed to avolume of the latter's Sermons ; ; Paſſages of the 
_ Life of Lord Rocheſter, by Burnet; the Life of Sir Matthew, 
Hale; of the excellent Doddridge, by Orton; of Henry, 7 
father and fon; of Mather ; - of alyburton; Hamſon's and 3 
Whitchead's Life "of ebe Life of N 9 im- 
_ 8 kee. Ke. e eme ee PI. 
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A is. T nather ads ny wen, 45 1 951 
FL, claſs, i it is to be feared, in this | coun. | 
1, that of abſglute pr ing with which 
us little work, has properly no . concerns 
but may. the writer, ſincerely pitying their 
melancholy ſtate, be permitted. to aſk them one 
plain queſtion. * Chriſtianity be not in 
their eſtimation true, yet is there not at leaſt 
a preſumption in its favour, ſufficient to en- 


title it to a ſerious examination, from its hav- 


ing been embraced, and that not blindly S 


implicitly, but u pon full inquiry and deep 
conſideration, by Bacon, and Milton, and . 
Locke, and New ton, and much the greater 
part. of thoſe, who, by the reach of their un- 
derſtandings, or the extent of their knows 
ledges, ad by the freedom too of their minds, 
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ſcarcely fair to inſiſt ow Ch 
ſome of them are among the prov names 
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to combat exi 1 ; 7 * 3 N 
—— — a ortrth ae and ad. 
miration of mamkind. It might be | | 


this country has ever known. Can the ſcep- 


tic in general ſay with truth, that he has 
either proſecuted an examination into the 


evidences of Reyelation at all, or at leaſt 


; with A ſeriouſneſs and diligence in any de- 
gree proportioned to the importance of the 


ww 


jor en The. fact is, and it is a fact W . 


dg to che honour 'of Chiiſtiar apity, t 
infidelity is not the reſult of. ſober” ine 75 
And deliberate Preference. 1 It 18 rache the 
flow production of a careleſs and irreli; igious 
life, operating: together with prejudiccs and 


etroneous conceptions concernitig the nature 


_ bf the leading doctrines and ren 


Progreſs «of 
Infidelity. 
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© quainted with ſuch parts of Scripture”: as are 


f contained in Our public ſervice. If their 


parents preſerve il more of the' cuſtoms of 
better times, they : are taught their Catechiſm, 


- ad 
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furniſhed with a little farther. religious 32 er. 
— — While, they go from 1. 
Under the eyes of their parents; they enter 
© into the world, and move forward in the 
path of life, whatever it may be, which 
bas been afligned. to them. They yield to 
the temptations; Which aſſail them, and be- 
come, more or leſs, diſſipated and licentious. 
At leaſt they neglect to lock into their Bible; 
they do not enlarge the ſphere) of their re- 
ligious- acquiſitions; they do not even en- 
deavour, by reflection and ſtudy, to turn into 
What may deſerve the name of knowledge 
and rational conviction, the opinions which, 
in their childhoc emen „ger 
Irs at 0 ; | 
5 They aa; perhaps, 90 Gain coun- 1 
tries; a proceeding which naturally tends to : 
weaken, their: a 0 prejudice in favour of 
the Religion i in which they were bred, and 
by removing them from all means of pub- 
lic worſhip, to relax their practical habits, of 
Religion, They return home, and commonly 
arg either hurried round in the vortex of 
duſipation, or engage with the ardour of 
youthful. minds in ſome public or profeſſſonal 
purſuit, If they read or her any thing 
about Chriſtianity, it is commonly only aboyt. 
Wee eee — 


1. " 19h their Gconflenal arten 
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ad What teaches their e ears of | the/ Bible, 
dance at ohureh, 

"though it may ſometimes impreſs them With 
an idea of the purity of "Chriſtian eribrality © 
contains much which, coming thus detached, 
erp lexes and offends wert cd ſuggeſts va- 
rious doubts and ſtartling Jſections, which 
aà farther acquaititance with Seripture-would 
remove. Thus, growing more and more to 
"know Chriſtianity only ty the difficulties it 
contains; ſometimes tempted by the ambi- 
tion of ſhewing themſelves ſuperior to vulgar 
: prejudice; ank always prompted by the na- 
tural pride of the human heart to caſt off 
their Mubpecti on to dogmas impoſed on them; 
diſguſted, perhaps, by the immoral lives of 
ſome profeſſed Chriſtians,” by the weakneſſes 
and abſurdities'of others, and by Hat they 
obſerve to be the implicit belief of numbers, 
hot they ſee and know to be equally i ig- 
norant with themſelves „many doubts and 
ſuſpicions of greater or leſs extent Tring up 
Within them. Theſe deubts enter into the 
mind at firſt almoſt impereeptibly; they 

exiſt only as vague indiſtinet ſurmiſes, and 

by no means take the preciſe ' ſhape Gente 
fubſtance of a formed apitiion. At firſt, 
probably, they even — ere e 
e but W ces the unpleaſant 
" ſenſations 


— 


| held 8 tis 


| ſome idea) of its being deſirable that the 
doubts ſhould prove well founded, and of the 
xt and enlargement which would be 
7 afforded: by that proof, lends them much 
ſecret; aid. The nee becomes deeper, 
not in conſequence of being ręinforced by 
freſh arguments, but merely by dint of haying 
longer reſted in the mind; and as they in- 
ereaſe in force, they ereep on and extend 
themſelves. At length they diffuſe them: 
ſelves over the whole of Religion, and poſſef | 
the mind in n n 9943 4} 
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It is by no means meant that this is uni- 
verſally the proceſs. But, ſpeaking gene- 
rally, this might be termed perhaps, not un- 
juſtly, the natural hiftory of ſcepticiſm.” It 

approves itſelf to the experience of thoſe 
who have with any care watched the pro- 
greſs of infillelity in perſons around them; 
and it is confirmed by the written lives of 
ſome of the moſt eminent unbelievers. It is 
euriqus to read their awn accounts of them- 
ſelves, the rather as they accord ſo exactly 
with the reſult of our own. obſer vation we 


ful that they once perhaps gave @ ſort af 
Ts HH4 1 | 


led. ſenſe (for uch in is, rather. thama 


S 


175 
In. 


mingtes 


1 


1 ſpring of prejudice, ud that is drt i 
SONY ASI FRE "ra 


 OBRKOTIONL WINES es 
CHAP. Amplicit hereditary | aſſent to the truth of 


Chriſtianity, and were what, by a miſchiev- 
ous perverſion of language, the world dene- 
Neuberl. How were * then 
wales from: their deep of ignorance 
a ce n, and diſfipate the ee In 


which they had been involved ? The period 


of their itifidelity is marked by no ſuch de- 
terminate boundary. Reaſon, and thought, 
and inquiry had little or nothing to do wWith 
it. Having for many years lived careleſs 
and irreligious lives, and aſſociated with com- 


panions equally careleſs and irreligious; not 


by force of ſtudy and reflection, but rather 


by the lapſe of time, they at length attained 


to their anfidel maturity. It is worthy of 


remark, that here any are mes from 


infidelity, it is generally by a proceſs. 
more rational than that which has been here 


deſcribed. Something awakens them to r. 
flection. They examine, pere | 


at length yield their aſſent to Chritiity on 
"what e een un 


| From-the account here 1 —_—_ 
lle ally. the off. 


* 
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fruit, not ſo much of à ſtudious antdl diſpu - 
tatious, as of a diſſipated and vicious age. It 
diffuſes itſelf in proportion as the general 
morals decline, and it is emhraced with leſs 
apprehenſion, when every unfidel is kept in 
ſpirits, by. ſeeing many around 1 
eee eee eie 


| 10 any faint che i 


—— as ſuggeſting a ſtrong argu- 
nn 


infidelity, and in favour of Re- 
ion. And the friends of Chriſtianity 
eight juſtly retort the charge, which their 
xents often urge with no little affecta- 
non ef ſuperior wiſdom, en implicitly 
furrender ourſelves to the inſſuence of ꝓre- 
ya inſtead of 3 2 
the ground of our faith, and yielding our 
aſſent only according to the degree of evi- 


I 


In our own days, when it is but too clear 
that” infidelity increaſes, it is not in conſe- 
quence of ene of the inſidel wri- 
ters having been much ſtudied, hut from the 
a — Ie of ann 
+ Of! fp 9 and, | 


confiſt ofindividuats; infidelity: is the natural — 
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cn. and, fo: far as this increaſe may be traced at 5 
. all to the works of ſceptical writers, it has 
been produced, not by argument and diſcuſ- 
ſion, but by ſarcaſms and points of, wit, 
which have operated on weak minds, or o 
nominal Chriſtians, by bringing gradually 
into contempt, opinions which, in their caſe, 
had only reſted on the baſis of blind reſpect 
and the prejudices of education. It may 
therefore be laid down as an Lana that in- 
fedelity is in general a diſeaſe , the heart 
more than f the under ſtanding. If Reve- 
lation were aſſailed only by reaſon and argu: 
ment, it W ould: have little to fear. TD The li- 
terary oppoſers of Chriſtianity, from Herbert 
to Hume, have been ſeldom read. They 
made ſome ſtir in their day; during their 
ſpan of exiſtence they were noiſy and noxi- 
ous; but like the locuſts of the eaſt, which 
for a while obſcure the air, and deſtroy; the 
verdure, they were ſoon ſwept away and 
| forgotten. Their very names would be 
/ ſcarcely found, if Leland had not dt 
FRO from ahi Jon. 


i vo a4 
nitarians. 3 N Fa Aptos 
of the ſecret, 1 but grand ſource of inſide- 
lity, may perhaps juſtly: be extended, as 
being not ſeldom true in the caſe of thoſe 
Han de „ Who 
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In the courſe which we ny tied Mom 

nominal orthodoxy to abſolute infidelity, 

Unitarianiſm & is indeed, a ſort of half-way 

houſe, if the expreſſion may be pardoned, 

_ a tage on the journey, where ſometimes a 
perſon indeed finally ſtops, but where, not un- 
frequently, he only pauſes for ba WR? and | 
then e bee cor een TOY 


A HH; 


he Utijtavian rite by 1 no means pro- 
fol to abſolve their followers from the un- 
bending ſtrictneſs of Chriſtian morality. 
55 They preſcribe the predominant love of God, 
and an habitual fpirit of devotion; but it is 
5 an unqueſtionable fact; a fact which they 
themſelves almoſt admit, that this claſs of 
religioniſts is not in general diſtinguiſhed for 
Weder 519 54 he life, n Nil leſs for that 


1. The author 3 is aware, that he may, \perhans be Saler 
for conceding this term to the claſs of perſons now in 
queſtion, ſince orthodox Chriftians equally contend for the 
unity of the Divine Nature, And it perhaps may hardly be a 
ſufficient excuſe, that it not being his object particularly 
to refute the errors of Unitatianiſha, he uſes the term in its 
popular ſenſe father than give needleſs offence, He thus 
guards, however, againſt 2 2 22 contttodion being drawn 
eee ee EP 
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frame | 


CHAP. frame Of Mir 


> word of God preſcribes to V8, a QUE of the 


<> erer 10% n⁰,- aner 


nd, which, by the injunction d to 
be ſpiritually, not carnally minded, the 


Aurel; hoſts l our , exp ing the vital 
| | ity. On 3 ontrary, in 


paint of fac, Unit: 7 be re | 

to, not merely by thoſe. who. are e diſguſted : 
with the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
but by thoſe allo, who are ſeeking. A refuge 
from the ſtrictneſs of her practical precepts, 
and who, more particularly, would ęſcape 
from the obligation which the impoſes on her 
adherents, rather to incur the dreaded charge 
of ſingularity, than fall in with 406 Je 
en of * diſlpated age. 


1 14K 2 
Danna, where it may þ be. 
3 d we, underſtandi 
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: ee eee of the: difficulties, or, as 
they are termed, the impoſſibilities which 
orthodox Chri ſtianity is ſu ppoſed to involve. 
It is not our intention to enter into the con- 

owa 710 it ny dt be improper to 

; 40 le eee ee die be make 


* i a this, wentile bye, Goce Its completion; | 
peruſad a work. entitled Calviniſm and Sqcinianiſm com- 
[pared by A. Fu 13.88 &c and, without reference. o the 
8 of NOI he is | happy to embrace this 


opportunity 
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: one remark as a guard to perſons in ser. 
whoſe: oy: the arguments. of the Unitarians, te, 
may be likely to fall; namely, that one great Az da 
advantage, poſſeſſed by Deiſts, and perhaps in Pet 
2 N 1 1. gs 5 W vent in nes, Unitarians 


in contend- 
Sf ing m_ 


e ebe benen arguments 2 | 
| amthes call upon men to OY wg by 
| Poſts, no longer tenable. But they who, are, 
diſpoſed to yield to this aſſau , ſhould call to. 
mind, that it has pleaſed God ſo to eſtabliſh 
the vanſtitution of all things, that perplexing 
diffieulties and plauſible objections may be, 
adduced againſt the moſt, eſtabliſhed; truths ; 
fuch, for inſtance, as the being of a God, and 
many others both phyſical and moral. In all 
_ caſes, therefore, it becomes us, not ona partial 
view to reject any propoſition, becauſe it is 
attended with difficulties, but to compare 
the difficulties which it involves with thoſe 
which attend the alternative propoſition 
which-. muſt be embraced on its rejection. 
opportunity of confeſſing the high obligation which, in 
1 with all the friends of true Religion, he owes 
55 to the author of that highly valuable publication for his 


maſterly defence of the docttines of Chriſtianity, and his 
tefutation of the — 1 
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We mould put to the proof the alternative 
vil. een in its turn, and ſee Whetherät be 
c 28 . not ſtill leſs tenable than that wirieh we are 
tmn one to abandon; In fhort, we ſould 
cxamine circumſpedtly on all fides, and Kite - 
1. 5.8" Wye opinion which, or carefully balaneing 
all confiderations, appears fairly e ntitleck to 
our preference. EAßertefe, however, "wilt 
Have convinced the attentive cbErber ef thoſe 
around him, that it has beehi®for"'watit! of 
_ adverting 'to'this juſt and 6bVious principle, 
that the Unitarians in pa We gamed 
moſt of their proſelytes from the urch, 
ſo far as argument has contfibuted te their 
ſucceſs. If the Unitarians, or even the Deiſts, 
were conſidered in their" turn as maſters of 
the field, and were in their turn attacked, 
both by arguments tending to diſprove their - 
fyſtem directly, and to diſprove” it indirectiy, 
by ſhewitg the high probability of the truth | 
of Chriſtianity,” and of its leading and pecu- 
tar doctrinies, it is moſt likely that they would 
ſoon” appear - wholly unable to keep their 
ground. In ſhort, reaſoning fairly, there is 
no medium between abſolute © Pprrhoniſm - 
and true Chriſtianity; and if we reject the 
- latter on account of its difficulties, we thalt - 
be ftill more loudly called upon to reject 
_ other ” ſtem which has been weber 
to 
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Stars ade of rranKind!? This con. 
\ — of 


ate the truth 
* hs y Religions: as many,” Who from 
| ration, or any other cauſe, are diſ- 


15 8 

: Chriſtianity, would be' ſtartled by the idea, 
that on the fame Prineiple on which they 
did-this, they muſt give up the hope of find- 

ing any reſt for the ſole of their foot on any 
"ro ne” * * . ml not ws thort of 


AT FLO 4 11 wa 


N 0 it is to be goats 28 meeps 'one, 
which may be called the claſs of half-· unbe- 
levers, Who are to be found in various de- 


grees of approximation to a ſtate of abſolute 


infidelity. The ſyſtem, if it deſerve the 
name, of theſe men, is groſsiy irrational: 
Hearin g many who aſſert and many whodeny 
the truth of Chriſtianity, and not refle 
ſeriouſly enough to confider that it muſt be 
either true or falſe, they take up a ſtr 


ge 


fort of middle opinion of its qualified truth. 


#06" than it ths en by he 


the great fundamentals of 


ae wich ey 


Half Un- 


They” conceive that there muſt be ſomething 
in it, though by no means to the extent 15 ; 


it will . with them A che 
4 churchmen ſtate; and, as Was formerly 
hinted, though diſbelieving almoſt every.ma- 
terial doctrine which. Chriſtianity. contains 
yet even in their own. minds, they b 0 
means conceiye themſelves to be inliſt 
under the banners of inſidelity, or to hay 
much cauſe for. any great apprehenſion Je 
Chriſtianity ſhould prove true. oofiloer: ; 


8 But let theſe mk reminded, that; there 

- is no middle way. If they can be prevailed; 
do lock into their Bible, and do not male vp 
their minds abſolutely, to reject its authority, 


they caſt ee. 


10 1s it not 
Gm im 5 if | with — 
dee. a the offer of 5 is: ſpirit of 
Ar = nd is the ae oft | 
mate, How len „ . We INE 
e | Wy * 3. 
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e eee ſalvntion d- „It ſhall be more ser. 


toletable for Sodom and Gomorrah; in the 
„day ef judgement, than for them, Who 


Voluntarily ſhut their m N fall 


light, vlichi. the: 


— ſcaptios; for 2 in this 
ſtate of careleſs uncertainty; without endea- 


ee een the anne falſehood of 


: revelation. The probab 
admit, that ;6 puny e 


an additional and an undeniable obligation'to 
— But both to them and to decided 


$:it muſt be plainly declared, that the7ß 


eſe days leſs excuſable than ever for 


not looking into the grounds and proofs on 


Which is reſted the truth of Chriſtianity; for 

newer before were theſe proofs ſo Saint, 
aud at fo eaſy 44 4te; offered ta the conſidera- 
tion of mankind. Throu oh the bounty of 


Providence, the more widely ſpreading poiſon 


of infidelity has in our days been niet wi 


more numerous and more powerful antidot&; 


One of theſe. has been. already.poitited out; 


and it ſhould be matter of ' farther: Lg 3. 
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1 of victory, a Warrior * in the ſervice 
of Religion, a man of the moſt acute diſeern- 


ment and profound teſeareh, has een raiſed up 
by Providence to quell their triumph. He was 
ſoon taken from us; but happily for him and 


for ourſelves, not till he had announcel, that, 


like the Magi of old, he had ſeen the tar of 


Chriſt in the Eaſt, and had fallen down and 


worſhipped him. Another fa ſhould be 


mentioned with honour, wlio is purſuing the 


track Which that great man had pointed out. 
Henceforth- let -all obj ectors againſt Chriſtia- 


_ ity, on the ground of its being (diſproved by 


tlie oriental records, be put to ſilence. The 


ſtrength of their cauſe conſiſted in their ig- 


norance, and in our own, of oriental learning. 
They availed themſelves for a while of our 
being in a ſtate of darkneſs; but the light of 
day has at length broken in and expoſed to 
deſerved contempt their een a 5 


94 lations. 
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WL: 85 3 of theſe anabolic u pon 
ſt would be leſs ſtriking, if they were 


1409 1 is almoſt ſuperfluous to ſtate, that Sir WILLIAM 
ae is here meant, who, from the teſtimony borne to his 


extraordinary talents by Sir John Shore, in his firſt addreſs 


to the Aſiatic Society of Calcutta, appears to have been a 


man of ad extraordinary Ry "0 and aſtoniſhing eru- 
«&tion,... - 


(4) Mr. Mavzice. 
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were at liberty to - relinquiſh their pre- 
tenſions to its rewards, on condition of be- 
ing exempted from its puniſhments. But 
that is not the caſe; they muſt ſtand the 
riſk of the encounter, and their eternal 
1 or miſery is ſu ſpended upon the iſ- 
ſue . What muſt be the emotions of theſe 
men, on firſt opening their eyes in the world 


of ſpirits, and being convinced, too late, of | 
the aweful reality of their impending ruin. 


May the mercy and the power of God awaken 
them from their deſperate ſlumber, while life 


is yet ſpared, and there is yet ſpace for 1 re- 


1 e it 1137 
pentance ! Tt a 
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2 % ee is 1 with use force in 
Paacan: 8 Thoughts on Religion, a work highly valuable, | 


though not in every part to be approved; abounding in 
particular with thoſe deep views of . Which 1 
name Pg its page "ER us to ee 
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1 175 Kell has really Geſer de it's . 
tion of true Chriſtians, much has been fait 
ci dentally in the courſe of the preſent 
Sök. it! has been maintained, and ch pro- 
poſition. will not be diſputed by any Pak 'Or 
experienced politician, that they are alway 8 
moſt important members of the community. 
But we may boldly aſſert, that there never 
was a period, wherein, more , juſtly than 

in the pfteſent, this could be affirmed of 
them, „Whether the Aituation, in all ts 


442.4 


tentively En, or the gener al FX, of 
fociety in Europe. Let them on their part 
ſeriouſly weigh the important ſtation which 
they fill, and the various duties which it 
now peculiarly enforces on them. If we 
confult the moſt intelligent accounts of fo- 
reign countries, which have been recently 
publiſhed, and compare them with the re- 
Ports of former travellers, we muſt be con- 
Yinced, that Religion and the ſtandard of 
os þ morals 
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morals are every Where declining, abroad 
even more rapidly than in aur own: coun- 
try. But ſtill, the progres of wreligion, 
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and the decay of morals at home, is ſuch as 


to alarm every conkderate mind, and to fore- 

bode the worſt conſequences, unleſs ſome re · 
medy can be appligd to the growing evil. We 
can depend only upon true Chriſtiaus for ef. 
fetting, in any degreę, this important ſervice, 
Their ſyſtem, as Was formerly ſtated, is that 
of our national church; and in proportion, 
therefore, as their ſyſtem prevails, or as it 
increaſes in roſpect and eſtimation, from the 
manifeſt good conduct of its followers, in 


that very proportion the church is ſtrength- 


ened in the foundations on which alone it can 


be much longer ſupported, the eſteem and at · 


tachmeat of its members, and of the nation at 
large. Zeal is required in the cauſe of Re» 


ligion; they only can feel it. The charge 


of ſingularity muſt be incurred; they only 


will dare to encounter it. Uniformity of 
conduct, and perſeverance in exertion, will 


be requiſite among no others can We Joo 
85 thoſe ee, COT LT 


1 7 true Chriſtians * 1 3 
Fes ſtrive in all things to recommend 
_ Profeſſion, and to put to ſilence the vain 
#91] Ws e "II 
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ſeoffs of ignorant objectors. Let them ata 

aſſert the cauſe of Chriſt in an age when 0 
many, WhO bear the name of Chriſtians, are 
aſhamed of Him; and let them conſider as de- 
volved on Them the important duty of ſuſ⸗ 
pending for a while the fall of their country, 


and, perhaps, of performing a Mill more ex- 


tenſive ſervice to ſociety at large, not by buſy 


interference in Politics, in which it cannot 
but be confeſſed there is much uncertainty, 
but rather by that ſure and radical benefit 


of reſtoring the influence of 85 5 and ar 


I the ſtandard of mw N 


74 5. 7 2 4 i : 


1A dt thee! be adive, uſeful, generous to- 
ws others; | manifeſtly moderate and ſelf- 
denying in themſelves. Let them be aſhamed 


of idleneſs as they would be of the moſt ac- 


knowledged' ſin. When Providence bleſſes 
them with affluence, let them withdraw frorn 
the competition of vanity, and, without ſor- 


didneſs or abſurdity, ſhew by their modeſt de- 
. meanour, and by their retiring from diſplay, 


that, without affecting ſingularity, they are 


not ſlaves to faſhion ; that they conſider it as 


their duty to ſet an example of moderation 
and ſabriety, and to reſerve for nobler and 
more diſintereſted purpoſes, that money 
Which others ſelfiſh] y We in * and 


4 + Oe, a e 8 8 dreſs, 
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dreſs, and equipage. Let them evince; in gper; 
ſhort, a a manifeſt moderation in all temporal IVY 
things, as becomes thoſe whoſe affections are n 
ſet on higher objeQs than any which this 
world affords, and who poſſeſs, within their _ 
own boſoms, a fund of ſatisfaction and com- = 
foi which the World ſeeks in vanity and diſ- 
ſipation. Let them cultivate a eatholie ſpi- 
rit of univerſal good will and amicable fel- 
lowſhip towards all thoſe, of whatever ſect 
or denomination, who, differing from them 
in -non-eflentials, agree with them in the 
grand fundamentals of Religion. Let them 
countenance men of real piety wherever 
they are found, and encourage in others 
every attempt to repreſs the progreſs of vice 1 
and to revive and diffuſe the influence of R-. 
ligion and virtue. Let their earneſt prayers 
be conſtantly offered, that ſuch endeavours 
may be ſucceſsful, and that the abuſed long- 
ſuffering of God may ſtill continue to us 5 
e e of vital een 


Let chem pray Pn for Weir coun- 
try in this ſeaſon of national diffieulty. We 
bear upon us but too plainly the marks of a 
declining empire. Who can ſay but that the 
Governor of the univerſe, who « Hutten him- 
ſelf to be a God who hears the prayers of his 
ſervants, may, in 1 anſwer to their interceſ 
17: wb | ſions, 
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ſions, 5 a while avert our ruin, and conti- 
nue ſ0 us the fulneſs of thoſe temporal bleſ- 
ſings, which in fuch: abundant meaſure we 


have hitherto enjoyed. (a Men of the world, 


indeed, however they may admit the natural 
operation of natural cauſes, and may there- 
fore confęſs the effects of Religion and 
rality in promoting the well being. of the 
community, may yet, according to their hu- 
mour, with a ſmile of complacent pity, or a 
ſneer of ſupercilious eontempt, read of the 


ſervice, which real Chriſtians may- render 


to their country, by coneiliating the favour 
and calling down the bleſſing of Providence. 
It may appear in their eyes an inſtance of 


the fame. ſuperſtitions weakneſs, as that 


which prompts the terriſied inhabitant of 
Sicily to bring forth the image of his tute- 

vages of Etna. We are, however, fare, if 
we believe the Scripture, that God will be 


diſpoſed to favour the nation to which his 


ſervants belong ; and that, in fact, ſuch as 
They, have often been the unknown and un- 


honoured inſtruments of drawing down on 


their e * ene of e aud Py 
{perity., - Sk 
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But it would be ati inftance in myſelf” of 
that very falſe” thame” which T habe con- 
demnec in others, if I were not boldly to 
avow my firm perſuaſion, that 20 fie decline 
- of Relig on and morality our national d 2 Alties 
m os di ey and jndireAly be chiefly af 


toel1-being of n my country depend nor [0 much on 


her Het aud armies, not 75 muth on Tie 1 mn 


of her rulers, or the ſpirit of 1 her people, as0 
perſuaſion that ſhe full tontains many, als"; in a 
degenerate a age, love and obey the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
on the humble truſt. that the interceſſion of theſe 
may flill be prevalent, ' that for the ſake of theſe, 
Heaven may fall look arg Us with an eye of 
Fo. fl 8 1 
ap the prayers of the Chriſtian 12 8 be 
alſo offered up for the ſucceſs of this feeble 
Endeavour in the ſervice of true Religion. 
God can give effect to the weakeſt effort; 


and the writer will foel himſelf too much 15 


honoured if by that which he has now 
been making, but a ſingle fellow creature 
thould be awakened from a falſe ſecurity, 
or a ſingle Chriſtian, who deſerves the name, 
be animated to more extenſive uſefulneſs. 
He may feem to have aſſumed to himſelf a 
talk which he was itt qualified te to execute. 
5 4 "Tu 


ehe and ift ty: only folid Beßes for the 
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He: 1 he may be reproached ah arro- 
gance and preſumption for taking upon him 
the office of a teacher. Yet, as he formerly 
ſuggeſted, i it cannot be denied, that it belongs 
to his public fituation to inveſtigate the ſtate 
of the national Religion and morals, and that 
it is the part of a real patriot. to endeavgur | 
to retard their decline, and promote their 
revival. But if the office in which. he has 
been engaged were leſs intimately connected 
with the duties of his particular ſtation, the 
candid and the liberal mind would not be in- 
diſpoſed to pardon him. Let him be allowed 
to offer in his excuſe a deſire not only to diſ- 
charge a duty to his country, but to acquit 
himfelf of what he deems a ſolemn and indiſ- 
penſible obligation to his acquaintance and his 
friends. Let him allege the unaffected ſoli- 
citude which he feels for the welfare of his 
fellow creatures. Let him urge the fond 
with he gladly would encourage, that while, 
in ſo large a part of Europe, a falſe philoſophy 
having been preferred before the leſſons of re- 
velation, Infidelity. has lifted up her head 
without ſhame; and walked abroad boldly and 
in the face of day: while the practical conſe- 
quences are ſuch as might be expected, and li- 
centiouſneſs and vice previ without reſtraint: : 
here at leaſt there DS. be A ſanctuary, a : 
ga 7 
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let of Religion and piety, where the bleſſings 
of Chriſtianity might be {till enjoyed, where 
the name of the Redeemer might {till be ho- 
noured; where mankind might be able to fee 


what 1s, in truth, the Religion of Jeſus, and 


what are its bleſſed effects; and whence, if the 
mercy of God ſhould fo ordain it, the means 


of religious inſtruction and conſolation might 


be again extended to ſurrounding countries 
and to the world at large. | 
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Heciptanize with God, cotnmotly prevthing wean, ting 


it; 117 Ig.” Sts 1 l 28 — F lb . 1 . 
— Scripture —_ Church of England doctrine reſpecting it; 
122-129. * 


= practical conſe quences, of common. potions. reſpatting is, 


123. e ein e e eee 211) eee 
— true do Amine vindicated 1 objeftion, 129. 

Agectiau, of their admiſfign inte Religion, Go. 
= their admiſſion into Religion reaſonable, 92-86. = 
— true teſt and meaſure of them in Religion, 35-90, rm | 

— in Religion not barely ep ah but highly n 

ſary, 92-95. dEr Ha R SER N 5 u Nr: = 

— our Saviour the juſt aged of dea, 95; M ehe 
= objection that n towards a an inviſible being diſcuſs 
-. 99-109. STO T9998; © | 
= little excited — eb, ng — 
— towards our Saviour, ſpecial grounds for them, 1675 4 — | 
— divine aid promiſed for exetting them, 100% ro; 5 © 
— our ſtatements . has. 4 in Religion verified by 

| us roa. | n (EW e 33 eee — 


IN DE. X ö 
Aﬀefions, religious, St. Paul a ſtriking inſtance of them, 
Aniable tongs, aiſcuflion a repeting, 246. 
— ſubſtituted for Religion, 247. a 

— value of, eſtimated by the ſtandard of mere * = 249. 
— falſe pretenders to them, 240 1 

— real nature, when not grounded on Religion, 2 — 5 
—precarious nature, 251, 254. 

— value of on Chriſtian principles, 257. 

— life, Chriſtian's moſt to, 263. 5 5 

— Chriſtians urged to it, 266. 
— its juſt praiſe, 27a. CO Wen ha 
— aptto.deceive us, .. 
r deſire 5 W 202. „ 
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Babingion, the reverend Matthew, 350%. 
Benevolence, true Chriſtian, its exalted nature, 3988. 
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— conſiderations. which x reconcile hs Chia. to it, 

Charity, ws, cus and its 3 aa 36-55 mo 

Chri ys vital revival 1 would ene church lc 
ment, 408. Chon % ee 

JO vital alone ſuited to lower wag 440 

_ eee, ae f . e 

— ,"of the world, its baſe 3 449. hat 

 Not'a gloomy ſervice, „ 

>= relaxations compatible with, 455 · 


Clrifianity, its ſolid texture, 461. 
— general, what ſo called, 462. | 
— n requires inceſſant watchfulneſs and care, 466. 
— its preſent critieal clots 368, 376, 47% 1 85 
— reduced to a ee of ne 9 885 of wi, 376, 
384, 8. 1 OS 


— canis Wd has 1endek to produce aa of her peculiar . 


doctrines, 373, 3808. 


— "HY doctrines of, taught by the oldeſt aue 4 | 


- higheſt dignitaries of the Engliſh church, 369. 

— 8 doctrines gradually fall into neglect, 383. 

— {ad ſymptoms of its low ſtate among us, 386. | 

— obje&ion, that our ſyſtem of it too ane, ſtated and an- 
ſwered, 389. 

— vital, its happy influence on eren n of com- 
munities, 3925. 6 F 

— not hoſtile to patriotiſm, 395, 396. 

— from its eſſential nature, peculiarly adapted t to daran of 
communities, 399, 402, 403, 46. 

— vital, can alone produce theſe effects, 406. 4. — 

— excellence of it in ſome e not «commonly no- 

ticed, 349. 1.1 | 

— general ſtate of in 1 1 48 2b 

— its tendency to promote the well.belng of plicalc commu. 
nities, 364, 389, 399, 45. 

'— has raiſed the general ſtandard of practice, 368. 

— ſickens in e and flouriſhes under perſecution, 
369. 

av peculiarities kenny flide into diſuſe, 373- 


Chriſtians, true, duties __ 1 on them i in 905 


dlumes, 486, 488. 
— = ſhould pray for their country 41. 5 3 
K* 2 cnihian, 
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— real, how different from nominal, wy hs 


Ae conceptiotits 9 


Chriſtians, their prayers tai for the e fuels of this. Ro 
5 
— ready made, who! eſteemed 5 a 


— life illuſtrated by figure of a traveller, 300, 1 1 7 
Commons, Houſe of, proves extravagant love of, 21 s: 


| Confflency between Chriſtianity" $ den docænnes 18 3 


precepts, 386. 
— between Chriſtianity 8 jeadog Jolie weed exch other 
2: 3$6c. 


— between our dn rack precepts een — 


351. 1 
Contact neceſſary to produce any hre in our bean 109, | 
77 PT: OE OT 
Corruption of human wht, common notions of it, 24, J * 
— of human nature, Seripture account of it, 26, 40, 1. 
— of human nature, * nete in eee & 1 
| 275 37» 8. ; 
— of Heathen world, and king oben- 29 _ 
— of ſavage life, 30, 37. EZ 
— proof of it furniſhed by the late of the Chriſtian ck; * 
by the experience of the true Chriſtian, 31, 32, 37 
— human, its general effects, when ſuffered to n. without 
reſtraint, 38. Ar ng 
— human, firm anew which ie 5 51. 
— human, nn uſes of the eee. me 


. 
; 4 ys 
. 2 4.4 4# 
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; ance of Chriſtianity, 7, 3, t.. 


— conceptions concerning human as 25, 26. 
— conceptions concerning the evil ſpirit, 42. 5 
n | 8 „„ ee. 
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Defefive conceptions concerning the Wade which reſpect 
our Saviour and the Holy Spirit, 64, 66, 68, 70, 71. 
bh e e concerning. 151 mens 22 e e with God, 


1276, 126. 
— conceptions prevailing concerning 13 chan. 
8 141, 16x, &c. 7 Ph 


— conceptions of guilt and evil of fn, 285. | 

— fear of God, 290. | 
— ſenſe of the difficulty of getting coking 295+. | 

— love of God in nominal Chriſtians, 303. © N moms | 

— love of God, proofs of it in nominal Chriſtians, 306, 310. 

— conceptions general concerning peculiar dodtrines of Chriſ 
tianity, 320. | 


"_ - conceptions of peculiarities. of Cniliagity prac mi 
chiefs from them, 321. a 


Depths, our proneneſs to plunge into them, 60. 

De votedneſs to God, duty of it, 148, 1 10 156, its: 2. 

Diſipated and indolent, claſs of, 167, 8 | 

Difipation ſeems to have e in the antediluvia yolk 
95” 
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2 its guilt, &C. 2 19, 221. 
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Error, innocence of, 19, 22. 

Eftablifiment, religious, in England, how Nee ee 575. 

Eſtimation, deſire of, univerſal, 201. 5 
— common language concerning it, 203-4. 

— effects of the love of it, „„ egos aa 

— nature of the paſſion, 205. | ; 

— commendations of it queſtioned, 207. 

— e defects of inordinate love of it, explained, ROW - 


by 


ID =» 

| Efimation, love of, Scripture leſſons concerning, wc 21 5. 
— love of, analogous to riches, 214, 15. | | 
love of, common notiens reſpecting it, 216. 

— proofs of our ſtatements reſpecting it from Houſe 155 con. 

mons, 2 19. 125 

— proofs of our ſtatements reſpecting it FE m cut, as 

— real nature of inordinate love of Kt, 222. | 

— true Chriſtian's conduct reſpecting love of it, 225, 70 » 

| — true modes of guarding againſt exceſſive love of it, 235, 6. 

- — advice to the true Chriſtian oF love of” it 240, 

245 · 

— love of, beſt moderated _ humiliey and charity, 243. 

— true Chriſtian's temper reſpecting it, 244. 5 

Evil ſpirit, the exiſtence and _—_ not na bs to reafori, 

42, 4. 

External actions ſubſtituted for habits of © mind," 18 5 

; | 5. e 

Faith, Chriſtian's life a life of, 188, 1900. 

Families, two, the righteous and the wen 293. 

Ferpuſſon, the hiſtorian, 402. 

Fuller's Calviniſm and Socinianiſm compared, 47 | 
Fundamental practical diſtinction between ſyſtems of nominal 

| and real Chriſtians, 327, 346, 7- | 


8. 5 
General tone of morals, Chriſtianity has raiſed it, 143. 
L eſtabliſhed by conſent in every country, 366. | 
Gloomy ſervice, falſe charge that we make cache ſuch 
452. 
Glory, true and falſe, Gu properly fo 1 211. "REY 
— Miſtakes concerning, it, 210. uh. -2 


Good hearted young men, term miſipplied, 43 429. 5 
G 


INDEX 
O hearted young men, the title ER 436. 
oi true aber of, 15. 


| H. 

Habits of mind 1 in Religion, 185, 200. 
Heavenly mindedueſt beſt promoted by being much converſant 
_ + with peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, "PT 
Holy Spirit, Scripture doctrine concerning it, 63, 1 8. 114. 
E popular notions concerning, 71. 3 

Honour, falſe notions reſpecting it, 223, 4. 
Humility beſt enforced by peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, 537. 
— the ground of Chriſtian graces, 200. 

— excellent practical effects of, 2442. 
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3 | I 
Ignorance of Chriſtianity, common, 12. 
— Criminal, 14. 
Importance of Chriſtianity, WN conceptions generally 
_ - entertained of it, Chapter iſt, \ 

— of Chriſtianity, proofs of the inadequate ideas generally 
entertained of it, 8, 112 

— of Chriſtianity, ideas of it given by the Holy Scrip- 
tures, 17. 

— of Chriſtianity beſt enforced by. peculiar 4 of 
Chriſtianity, 33 r. 

Tnconſiftency of world's practical ſyſtem, 353. 

Indiſference about Chriſtianity generally prevalent, 18. 

— general towards our Saviour, proofs of, 66, 78. 

| Infidelity, common progreſs of it, 468. 4 

— a diſeaſe of the heart more than of the underſtanding, 424. 

Innocent young women, term how miſapplied, 427+. 

— young women, the title diſproved, 4.36. | 

Intellectual attainments rated below moral by Chriſtianity, 3 56. 

— low degree of excellence within our reach, 358. SS 
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dp bavoralis about nom Mito ils 
Jones, Sir William, a champion f * ond 445 


eee, 1 8 
b Sg 
1 omar, NET as? importance of — 
12. 
— - concerning human pairing 25, 26. e e e ay: 
— concerning affections towards our Saviour and Holy Spin 
operations, 725 8 1 F 
— concerning terms of acceptance with God, 117-120. | 
concerning mode of — ſtrineſs of Chriſtian Lacs: 
1813, | 
— concerning human, 18 3 : 
— concerning atniable tempers and ofeful lives, 247. 
E common to people defirqus of repenting, 355. 
Learning, votaries of, 1 74+ | 
L ife, Chriſtian, illuſtrated under figure of a traveller 500. 
— Chriſtian, a life of faith, 188, 2 | 
Liturgy, bad effects from its diſuſe, . 
Lives, ſeveral mentioned, 466. 
Love, true ſigns of it, 66. 
— of fellow⸗ creatures, nominal Chriſtians defetive i in, 3 10. 
— of fellow - creatures, true marks of, 311. 316. 
— of God beſt enforced by Chriſtianity? 8 ; peculiarities, ; 3+. 
— Chriſtians to cultivate this grace above all others, 448, 2 
— its excellent effects in the true Chriſtian, 1 
— of 1 * enforced by. Pe di 


INDEX, 2 


Lower clades, not unfit that true doctrine of e ſhould 
be ſtated to them, 128, 129. 


_ of God, its eſſential characters, > | 
— of Chriſt, juſtly to be expected of us, 97. 107. 
— means of exciting it, 136, 137. | 
— of God, defective in nominal Chriſtians, 303. 
— of God, proofs of its being defective, 305, 3 to. 
M. 
77 . his 2 * 8 al 15 I 3. 
Maurice, Mr. a defender of Chriſtianity, 43 17 
Marinus, which prove human corruption, 3 3. 
Medium, religious, loſt, 178. | 
| Moral attainments rated above intellectual by Chriſtianity, 356. 
—— attainments, how much more can excel in W than in in- 
tellectual ones, 3 58. ; 5 | 

. Moravian, > Gs 


Nataral condition of man prior to Nen en 8 

Natere, eſſential, « of true practical Chriſtianity, x 17. . 

Meceſſiy, excuſe on the plea of, ſtated, and anſwered, $2, 60. 

— opponent on the ground of, how beſt oppoſed, 54, 5. 

| Nominal and real Chriſtian, diſtinQion between them moſt im- 
portant, 423+ 

No , prove how peculiarities of RY have fallen into 
0” 384. 


N 0. 


Objeckion * the one affeAions towards Chin, ws 
| againſt the operations of the Holy Spirit, 52, 75. 
_ againſt human accountableneſs diſcuſſed, 5r, 52. 60. 
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Objefion againſt the religious affections Wend Chriſt, and 


againſt the operations of the * Spirit, die uſſed, 
7 55 Tos 


eee e e 
Palyy, Mr. his defence of Chriſtianity noticed, 361, 389. 
Partiality in the religious views of nominal Chriſtians, 163. 
Particular Chriſtians muſt not fear to be Þ w hen required 0 to 
be by duty, 230. 
Paſcal s thoughts referred to, 539. 
— thoughts recommended, 483. 
| Peculiar doctrines, uſe, in promoting humility, 3 37. | 
E in promoting moderation in earthly purſuits, 339, 
— in promoting cheerfulneſs in ſuffering, 341. | | 
— in promoting confidence in danger, and patience i in backer. 
ing, 343. 
— in promoting heavenly mindedaeſs, 345 · 
— doctrines demand our utmoſt mention, I 30. 
— doctrines, uſe of, 330. 
— doctrines, uſe of, in —_— gil of Chritaniy, 
337. 
— deines, uſe of, 3 in AS or entire Nenddie to God, 332. 
— doctrines, uſe, in enforcing pus of fin, 3 33- 
— in promoting love of God, 334. 
— in promoting love of fellow-creatures, 336. 
Philoſophy, epicureaniſm and ſtoiciſm, 83. _ 
Pleaſure, the true Chriſtian finds in Religion, 101, &c. 
Pleaſures of true Religion, 453, 456, 458, 466. AG, 
Policy, miſtaken, of compromiſe with immorality, 4t 7. 3 
Feliſted ſtate of ſociety no ſecurity againſt progreſs of immorality, 
| a+. 8 48 | 
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f Palitical ood effedts from revival of vital Chriſtianity, 410. 


dad effects from its farther decline, 411. 


— happineſs of a Chriſtian nation, 393, 397. $ 

— good effects from prevalence o& our r ſpecies of Chrif 5 
tianity, 393. 1 9 85 | 

Pomp and parade, votaries of, 171. ws 

Poor the, more favourably circumſtanced asto Religion, 405. 

Popular notions Conor our man and the Holy y Spirit 
66, 7. 


 Praflical hints, on importance o Cnitimity, 22, 2 3: 


— on human corruption, 51. 


on mode of XY with a certain aeerition of ada 


34, 58. 
on the means of an 6 our e towards our Saviour, 


136, 137. 


L reſpecting love of eſtimation, 240, 245. 


— reſpeCting amiable tempers and uſeful n. 5. 

— to naturally ſweet tempered, 266. 
- to naturally rough and auſtere, 267, 2712 c 

— to true NTT when engaged in hurry of uu; affairg; - 
275, 282. 
— to: perſons 1 of ad 326. 


— 


— reſpecting uſes of n, doArines 10 orb. 


331, 347. h 
— for revival of Religion, 415, 421 I. 


t cto various deſcriptions, 423. 


— to ſuch as having been hitherto ene wiſh to o becometrue 
\ Chriſtians, 461-51 

= to ſome who profeſs their full aſſent to » Fundamental doe. 
trines of Chriſtianity, 461. | 

E te Sceptics and Unitarians, 467. 


 — to true Chriſtians from ſtate of _—— 


. — Chriſtianity, chapter on, 139=348. 
> prevailing low views of it, 141. 
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Hale bints, its real Krineks, abe 1 boo 5 e 


— its true nature, 147 52. 387 23 5 1 TX * 95 5 —. 
— charged on all without exception in os toll are. i 
n ier ws to 2 bo 


— miſchiefs of neglect of e en 1 Ctuiſtianity, 352. 


— äſtinction, fundamental, de ee of n and 

real Chriſtians, 327. Mc ſe og oY 
—, pfecepts of Chriſtians. lh I % OY 
— uſe of peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, jad. 15 =: 
Prevailing, . how, views e Chriſtia 

them, 143. FRY 
—. inadequate ſenſe of nike Hibs of Chriſtians, 320. 5 
Probation notion of, * e . 9 B 0 


439-. 
Proof of Chriſtianity's eine: gie, <br; 2. 


Puritans, many of their writings commended, 38. WES 
Ragin, practical warte eat 55. 10 
— the only true ſupport, 460. 8 


Repentance, advice for ſuch as are af oled to, 441. 8 
Reputation, true Chriſtian's canduct reſpecting it, 225, 229. 
— preſerves without over - valuing it, 230, 23+ 22 — 
Robert ten, Dr. cenſured, mw | 
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Scoptici/m, vnd hiſtory of it, 471. „„ 
Sceptics and Unitarians, ee oy, Rows: in aki 5 
Clhkriſtiawity, 477. 


Scripture doctrine e Chriſt 2 Holy RR 6a, 3 3. 


— doctrine concerning human corruption, 26, 40, $5 *? 
— doctrine of importance of Chriſtianity, 19, 
Self- deceit, another common kind, 462, 465. 
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Fenz If deception frequent ſources of, pointed out, 424, 427. 
Self-examination, helps in, 424. 
Selffineſs of common practical Religion, I 67. 
— the diſeaſe of political ſocieties, 399. 150 2 TAS 
— peculiarly counteracted vy city 105 ith * 
Senſcbility, exquiſite, how little truly valuable 8 
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— exquiſite how, Antenne md pomes ere | 


Senfualifts, chifs of, 169. 


Sin, how ſpoken of in —— 293. BOT re e 
— defective conceptions of, 265. jJjJ„FF;ͤ 0 
Sincerity, falſe notion of it, 10 9s 22. F 
Fae what, ag Pu: 1 nn * ft ee eee 
Sins, no little ones, 289, 291, 292. r 
L little, what accounted ſuch, 288. | e 
Smith, Alam, 387. gs 


Soame Fenyus, his View f the b Brence of hahe 

A referred to, 13. i f OBI $91: ul 10 n 

— 13, 389. 23 15 

Sophiſtry, with which Religion is Explained m POW 18 3. 

Stage, the, proof from its being frequented by N Chrif- 
tians of their defective love of God, 307. 8 

— proof from, illuſtrated by political analogy, 30g 

Statutes, Religion made a ſet. of, 180. 3 

Sterne ſt y enſured, 284. 
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Strifineſe of true practical Chriſtianity, 14 5. 
— of our ſyſtem, ſuch that the 0 3 not go. under 


it, 389. 
— of our ſyſtem, fuch that the war could ant oa we | 
it, the charge anſwered, 390, 92. Ia. Moog e 
Sunday, hints for its employment, 193, cc. 


— common modes of unhallowing it, tle „ i 
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Tafte, votaries of, 190 1 N Fl . 
Tempers, Chriſtian, ot ene 1 200. 8 KO Ae FRE” Bl Eg Y 
E reſpecting human eſtimation, 227. | 


— reſpecting calumny and diſgrace, 233. 5 = 

— when too much immerſedin worldly buſineſs, 278, 282. > . 

Theatre;, Pariſian, 308. | 

Theatrical entertainments prove defeive "KK of God, 307. 

prove defective love of our neighbour, 318. 

— entertainments, proof from, illuſtrated ir political ana- 
logy, 309. ; „ 92 
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Vice, forme one always 3 427, 430. 7 
Fices, out-growing or changing them, miſtaken er e al 
lin, 427-429- 5 
S in en to be expetted: from vulgar men, 79. 


WY > / 
Unhelievers, half a claſs of theſe, 479. 
Uncharitableneſs, what falſely fo called, 432. ew 
Unitarianiſm often reſults from fame cauſes as abſolute * 


ticiſm, 475. 
Uſeful lives, diſcuffion concerning, a6: 


— ſubſtituted for Religion, 247. 

— value of, eſtimated by ſtandard Ae tendons 425. 

— real worth of, on Chriſtian principles, 257, 260. 
„„ nn | wa? 
» Chriſtians urged to it, 266. hy nw 
— its juſt praiſe given to, 272. 
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| 22 lives apt to miſlead us, 274. 


— danger to true Chriſtians from too much ee N 
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| Wink, votaries of, 192; 


Nomen more diſpoſed than men to Religion, and uſes to be 
made of this, 434. 


— exalted office to them, 455 
Yauth, fimplicity of, miſtaken for Religion, 433- 
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2; 355 
Ben perdas, „ 
ing large table of Errata, that the Author, has not had it in 
his NEO OR 19-108 TANG Wy 8 | 
8 — 10. e read ſurpriſe. 


85 95 23. — laſt. for purſuits read purſuit. 


30. — — dele in the note « ex hoc libro primo capite 409. 


3 38. — 11. for inconteſtible read inconteſtable. 


40. — 12, 13. For inconteſtible read inconteſtable. 
1 = 24. for bends. read lends. 
- 2. for ſurprize read ſurpriſe. 
80 — 2 12. for ſurprizing read ſurpriſing. 
61. — 9. for criticizing. read criticiſing. 
61. — 19. For entreated read intreated, 
70. — 6. for ſhould read would. 
73. — 12. for ſupercede read ſuperſede. 
79. — 22. after ſuperſeded, for . put, 
8. — 16, 17. for inconteſtible read inconteſtable.. 
94. — 25- for iminent read imminent. 
97. — 21. fer fullneſs read fulneſs. 
98. — 21, 22. for favourable read favourite. 
100. — 1, for admits read admit. | 
101. — 16. for or read nor. | 
106. — 23, 24. for aſcendancy read aſcendency. 
132. = 7. for are read be. 
140. — 14. for needs read need. 
1866. — 18. for criminalty read criminality. 
2000. — 25, 26. for expreſs read expreſſes. _ 
204. — laſt line. for conſtitutes read conllitates. 
205. — r. for gives read give. | 
215, — 1. dee lo. 
235. — 16. fer gleanings read gleamings. 
240. — 7. for the read their. 
243, — 19. for diſappointments read diſappointment. 


255. — In the margin, for worth of amiable tempers, & . 
my” read worth of uſeful lives, &c. 


271. — 17. for confidentally read e 
29. fer general read genial. 
294. — 11. for antideluvian read. bite ben | 
33356. — 21. for infallibe read infallible. 
0. — 16, 17. for indiſpenſible read indiſpenſable 
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